
Lesson  

# 6 



 Rules For Study and Interpretation 
› 1. Remember that Revelation was written 

by John primarily for the encouragement 
and edification of the Christians of his 
own time. 

› 2. Remember that Revelation is written 
largely in symbolic language, thus it 
cannot be taken literally. One can ill 
afford to be dogmatic in interpreting the 
symbols which are not easily      
understood. 
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› 3. Remember that Revelation uses O.T. terminology 
with N.T. meaning.   John has used much of the 
terminology of Ezekiel Daniel, and Zechariah but has 
adapted them to suit his own message. An 
understanding of the O.T. prophets, and their use of 
symbols would be helpful, for over 400 allusions are 
to Old Testament. 

› 4. For the true meaning of Revelation, one must seek 
to grasp the visions or series of visions as a whole 
without pressing the details of the symbolism. 

› 5. Understand difficult passages in the light of clearer 
passages. Make all interpretations consistent with the 
teaching of the whole Bible. 
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 Hendriksen comments: "On my desk lies a recently published 

commentary on the Apocalypse.  It is a very "interesting" book. 

It views the Apocalypse as a kind of history written beforehand. 

It discovers in this last book of the Bible copious and detailed 

references to Napoleon, wars in the Balkans, the great European 

War of 1914-1918, the German ex-emperor Wilhelm, Hitler and 

Mussolini, the N.R.A., etc. -- Our verdict? Such and kindred 

explanations must at once be dismissed....Tell me, dear reader, 

what good would the suffering and severely persecuted 

Christians of John's day have derived from specific and detailed 

predictions concerning European conditions which prevail some 

two thousand years later?"   Hendriksen, Interpretation of the 

Revelation, p. 14. 
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 "By the time of the Revelation, Caesar worship was the one 
religion which covered the whole Roman Empire; and it was 
because of their refusal to conform to its demands that 
Christians were persecuted and killed. Its essence was that 
the reigning Roman Emperor, as embodying the spirit of 
Rome, was divine. Once a year everyone in the Empire had to 
appear before the magistrates to burn a pinch of incense to 
the god-head of Caesar and to say: "Caesar is Lord." After he 
had done that, a man might go away and worship any god or 
goddess he liked, so long as that worship did not infringe 
decency and good order; but he must go through this 
ceremony in which he acknowledged the Emperor's 
divinity...To refuse to burn the pinch of incense and to say 
"Caesar is Lord", was not an act of irreligion; it was an act of 
political disloyalty. 
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 That is why the Romans dealt with the utmost severity with the 
man who would not say: "Caesar is Lord". And no Christian could 
give the title Lord to any one other than Jesus Christ. This was 
the center of his creed....Caesar worship began as a spontaneous 
outburst of gratitude to Rome.. The provincial under Roman sway 
found himself in a position to conduct his business, provide for 
his family, send his letters, and make his journeys in security, 
thanks to the strong hand of Rome.. There was an inevitable 
development. It is human to worship a god who can be seen 
rather than a spirit. Gradually men began more and more to 
worship the emperor himself than the goddess Roma.. This 
worship was never intended to wipe out other religions. Rome 
was essentially tolerant.. A man might worship Caesar and his 
own god.. But more and more it became a test of political loyalty.. 
until it recognized the domination of Caesar over a man's life and 
soul." Barclay, Revelation, Vol. 1, pages 15-18  
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 Christ in the Midst of the Seven Golden Lampstands. 
Chapters 1-3. 
› Key Theme to be Noted ---- "Lo, I am with you always.“ 

 Introduction: 1:1-3. Chain of origin and Communication. 
› God The Father 
› Christ The Son of God. 
› His Angel. 
› His Servant, John. 
› The Reader - possibly the Public Reader of the Day. 
› They that hear and keep the Words. 

 Salutation and Adoration --- 1:4-6. 
 Announcement of Christ's Coming --- 1:7. 
 Christ's Self-designation or designation of the Father --- 1:8. 
 John's commission to write the Revelation --- 1:9-11. 
 The vision of the Son of Man --- 1:12-16. 
 Effect of this vision on John and Christ's Words of comfort 

and instruction --- 1:17-20. 
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 Verse 1-3    It should be noted that these three verses are 
the inspired introduction to the Book. 

 There are a few vital points for us to note in this opening 
introduction. 
› Firstly to note is the fact that the Title of the book is contained in 

the first verse ie. (The Revelation of Jesus Christ).    
› One sees that the Revelation shows Christ in two different roles: 

 It reveals Christ in His present Glory,  
 and Christ as executor of Judgment. 

› This revelation did not originate with Christ but rather it was 
given to Him by God. 

› Christ gave this revelation to His Angel who in turn gave it to the 
servant John.   

› Angels played a part in giving the law (Acts 7:53 ; Gal. 3:19) and 
Angels also have a significant role in the book of Revelation.    

› John gave it to those who would read and hear the words and 
keep the things which are written therein. 
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 Secondly to note is the time period that the book of 
revelation is dealing with. 
› The expressions, "shortly come to pass" (vrs 1) and 

"the time is at hand" (vrs 3) along with the verses 6 
and 10 of chapter 22, show that the things of the 
book would not tarry or delay. 

› Also here to be noted is the fact that the book had a 
definite bearing on the present generation that John 
was writing to. 
 This type of language also gives the book a sense of urgency 

ie. imminent possibility that the things which are recorded 
are going to take place or are already taking place. 

› What needs to be recognized is the fact that although 
the revelation pertained to the present generation of 
Christians, its principles and messages apply to 
Christians of all time.  
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 Thirdly to note is the fact that John tells us in the opening 
address that the things which are recorded are signified (vrs 
1).  
› The term signified means :"the act or process of signifying by 

signs or other symbolic means" (Webster).    
› From the Greek word [SEMAINO], which Vine's defines as; "to give 

a sign, indicate, to signify. 
› This term is used three times in the Gospel of John concerning the 

death of Jesus, cf. John 12;33, 18:32, 21:19. 
 Note this rule of Biblical Study: 

› Normally, a passage of scripture must be understood in its plain 
and natural sense unless the context demands that it be taken 
figuratively.   

› The reverse is true in the Book of Revelation: the symbols are to 
be taken figuratively unless the context demands otherwise. 

 The symbols and figures of Revelation should be understood 
in the light of the plain passages of the New Testament and 
should never be made to contradict them. 
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 Fourthly it should be noted that John was to "bare 
witness".  
› As many commentaries note, this language is characteristic 

of the Apostle John's writings. 
› Note that John's witness is divided into three sections: 

 (1) bore witness of the Word of God --- which is the gospel 
(cf. I Peter 1:25).  

 (2) The testimony of Jesus Christ --- all those things which 
Jesus both did and taught --- (cf. Acts 1:1). 
 Some believe this to be John's previous preaching and 

teaching of the Gospel. 
 On the other hand this statement could refer to the fact 

that the revelation was part of the Gospel of Christ. 
 (3) all things that he saw --- John was always careful to 

point out that he gave a true witness of the things which he 
wrote (cf. John 19:35 ; 21:24 ; I John 1:1-4). 

11 

Winter Park Adult Bible Class 2018 



 Some believe that the usage of the term 
"witness" is a play on words since the Greek 
term "witness" has become our English word 
"martyr". 
› Tenney suggests that it is possible that the term 

"witness" had started taking on the form "to suffer” for 
“since witnessing” for Christ involved great suffering. 

› The one who "bore witness" for Christ would suffer 
since the Word of God is Light and exposes the things 
which are done in the dark.    

 It must also be noted that Victory comes after 
the suffering for the cause of Christ (cf. Rev. 
2:10). 
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 Fifthly it should be noted that there is a blessing involved in 
hearing and heeding the things which are here written.  
› The term "blessed" in (vrs 3) carries both the idea of being "happy" 

and "being praised or spoken well of.“ 
› This is the same term that Christ uses in Matthew 5:1-13 and is the 

first of seven "blessed's" found in Revelation.  
 BLESSED ARE ---: 

› 1:3  --- "that readeth .... that hear ... and Keep those things.“ 
› 14:13 --- "the dead which die in the Lord“ 
› 16:15 --- "that Watcheth and keepeth his Garments“ 
› 19:9  --- "that are Called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb“ 
› 20:6  --- "that hath part in the First Resurrection". 
› 22:7  --- "that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy“ 
› 22:14 --- "that do his commandments, that they may have the right to 

the tree of life“ 
 Sixth note that there are two aspects of who is blessed here in 

verse 3.    
› The "he" is probably the public reader of that day as seen in the fact 

that John changes to the pronoun "they" for the listeners. 
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