
Lesson # 3 

Introduction – 

Cont. 



How hopeless their plight must have looked to them 
and to others whom they were trying to persuade to 
believe.  

  By the year A.D. 95 a Roman Law was proclaimed 
that it was a crime to be a Christian and that such 
was punishable by death. 

  Emperor Worship was at its pinnacle and allegiance 
to the Caesar was demanded of all Roman subjects. 

  It is under these circumstances that this struggle 
between the Church of Jesus Christ and the evil forces 
of Satan is depicted in the Book of Revelation.  
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"The one proclaimed its allegiance to the Divine 
Christ, and the other proclaimed its allegiance to 
Caesar, who himself laid claim to divine rights.   
Christ versus Caesar!  Who would finally win in the 
fight that lay ahead?"  --- (The Seven Churches of 
Asia by James M. Tolle. Tolle Publications, Box 13. 
Fullerton, California. 1968. p. 5) 

These two forces were diametrically opposed to 
one another.    

Two great Kingdoms went out into the world to 
capture the hearts of men, women and child. 
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One empire subjected its subjects by physical 
force while the Kingdom of Christ subjected its 
followers with the spiritual message of God.    

The vast difference can be seen in the method of 
subjection: 

Roman Empire -- Physical Domination with 
involuntary servitude, threats of death and 
destruction if one did not comply.  

Kingdom of God -- Spiritual Domination with a 
voluntary servitude, with spiritual blessings to 
all those who would come. 
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"(1) I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is 
my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn 

of my salvation, my stronghold. I will call upon the 
Lord, {who is worthy} to be praised; So shall I be 

saved from my enemies. The pangs of death 
encompassed me, And the floods of ungodliness made 
me afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The 

snares of death confronted me. In my distress I called 
upon the Lord, And cried out to my God; He heard my 
voice from His temple, And my cry came before Him, 

{even} to His ears." Psalm 18:1-6 
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o The message and purpose of the book for 
Christians living today is basically the same.  
o Though our enemy is not the Roman Empire 

and paganism, and though we are not 
subjected to bow the knee to any man by 
force, the enemy remains the same.    

o Any object that demands that we must have 
absolute  allegiance to it and thus deny the 
Deity of Christ and His absolute authority is in 
fact the same conditions under which the Book 
of Revelation was written. 
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o Though we may not have the savage 
persecution of the Roman Empire, the 
Child of God still faces persecution in the 
form of: 
o (1) Reproach and slander ; 
o (2) cold looks ; 
o (3) nicknames ;  
o (4) social ostracism ect.  

o Thus the comfort given in the words of 
Revelation is applicable today as it was 
back at the time of its writing.  Page 7 
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"Do not fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 
throw {some} of you into prison, that you may 
be tested, and you will have tribulation ten 
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you the crown of life."  Revelation 2:10  

"These will make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of 
lords and King of kings; and those {who are} 
with Him {are} called, chosen, and faithful." 
Revelation 17:14   
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"Do not fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer.” ---- Indeed, The comfort of 
knowing that through out the trials and 
tribulations of God's Children, the hardships that 
are endured and the constant attacks of Satan and 
His Evil forces against that which is good is but a 
small frame in the overall picture. 

The whole picture depicts Christ and His Forces 
victorious over the forces of Evil and that which is 
contrary to God and His Will. 

This is true even as we face death today – “No 
Fear Just Peace and Comfort.”  Page 9 
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The child of God needs to note that the name of 
the book is "Revelation" and not "Revelations".    
Although the book is made up of many 

Revelations the books name is in the 
singular. - Note this is also true of the Old 
Testament Book Psalms. 

The name Revelation comes from the Greek 
word apokalupsis {ap-ok-al'-oop-sis} which 
Strong's defines as "disclosure: -appearing, 
coming, lighten, manifestation, be revealed, 
revelation.“ 
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 Thayer defines this as - "an uncovering; 1. prop. a 
laying bare, making naked" - (Thayer's Greek-English 
Lexicon of the New Testament by Joseph H. Thayer. 
Baker book House Grand Rapids, Michigan. 15th 
printing 1987 p. 62) 

 Vine says of this Greek Word - "an uncovering (akin 
to apokalupto)", which defined "signifies to uncover, 
unveil".  - (Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and 
New Testament Words by W.E. Vine edited by F.F. 
Bruce. Fleming H. Revell Company Old Tappan, New 
Jersey. 1981 p. 292) 

 The name Revelation {apokalupsis} classifies the type 
of literature the writer has used in his effort to uncover 
the message of God that was revealed unto him.  
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"Apocalyptic literature was always relevant to 
the historical situation of the day.    
Daniel and Ezekiel were written during the 

Babylonian exile to comfort the chosen people 
in their faithfulness and to prepare them for 
trails, even down to the time of Antiochus 
Epiphanes and to the Roman Empire.    

Revelation was written at a time when God's 
saints were being tried in the crucible called 
Rome."  - (Studies in the Book of Revelation by 
Ferrell Jenkins. p. 1) 
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In the Old Testament there are three inspired 
Apocalyptic writings ie. Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Zechariah. 

Revelation is the only New Testament book 
that takes on this style of literature.    

It is with little doubt that the Christians 
of the first century were well acquainted 
with this style of literature and therefore 
the message possibly did not present to 
them a problem as it does to many of us 
today.  
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 Since the author of the book of Revelation does not disclose 

who he is, apart from the four times he makes reference to 

himself as John cf. 1:1 ; 1:4 ; 1:9 ; 22:8, it is up to the student to 

speculate as to which John this might have reference to. 
› It is also safe to assert that the writer of Revelation was a 

Palestinian Jew, from his usage of the Old Testament and 

Targums and who also was steeped in the rituals of the temple 

and in the synagogue's.   
 The fact that the very title of the Book includes in it the name John 

cannot be overlooked. 

› This title "occurs in several MSS, including the Codex 

Sinaiticus" – (Hastings Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by James 

Hastings, D.D. Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, Massachusetts. 

January 1989. p. 797). 
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 "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him 
to show His servants - things which must shortly take 
place. And He sent and signified {it} by His angel to 
His servant John," Revelation 1:1  

 "John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who 
was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne," Revelation 1:4  

 "I, John, both your brother and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the 
word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ." 
Revelation 1:9  
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 "Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and 
saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who 
showed me these things." Revelation 22:8  
› From these passages and other passages it is safe to assert that 

the writer of Revelation was: 
  A servant of Christ - 1:1 
 That he is a Christian, since he refers to himself as a brother 

and companion in this tribulation  - 1:9 
 That he was a prophet - since he identifies himself as such in 

1:3 ; 10:11 ; 22:6-10, 18, 19 ; 22: 9 ,19. 
 That he was exiled because of his testimony of Christ - 1:9 

 External evidence is that evidence which is gathered from secular 
writers who many times wrote according to the voice of tradition.   
As one examines this segment of history one needs to be 
reminded that the further away from the first century one gets 
the less reliable the voice of tradition might be. 
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 Justin Martyr (A.D. 110-165) in his Dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew (LXXXI) says. "There was a certain man with us, 
whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ,who 
prophesied by revelation," and then refers to the 
thousand years, the resurrection and the Judgment of 
Revelation 20. --- (The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol 1. p. 240 
as quoted by Homer Hailey in his book Revelation an 
Introduction and Commentary pp. 21-22) 

 Irenaeus (A.D. 120-202), who had heard Polycarp, a 
disciple of John the apostle, wrote in his Against Heresies 
(IV. xx. 11), "John, also the Lord's Disciple ..... says in the 
Apocalypse," and then quotes profusely from that Book. 2   
Having thus identified him as the "Lord's Disciple”. 
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 Irenaeus says later: "In a still clearer light has John, in the 
Apocalypse, reveled certain things," which the writer 
proceeds to discuss (V.xxi 1). ---  Ibid., p. 491-492) Ibid., 
p.554) 

 Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 153-217) in his treatise, Who 
is the Rich man that Shall be Saved? (XLII), writes of "the 
apostle John" who "returned to Ephesus from the Isle of 
Patmos" after "the tyrant's death."   The tyrant is 
unnamed. ---- Ibid.,Vol II, p. 603). 

 Tertullian (A.D. 145-220), sometimes called "the Father of 
Latin Christianity," a voluminous writer, wrote five books 
Against Marcion.   In book III. xxv, Tertullian writes of the 
Jerusalem let down from heaven.  He quotes Paul, who 
called it "our mother" (Galatians 4:26), and he says, "the 
apostle John beheld" it, referring to Revelation 21:2.  --- 
Ibid., Vol III, p. 342). 
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 GRAMMATICAL EVIDENCE: 

Word Gospel of John Epistles of John Revelation 

LOGOS 

"word" 

John 1:1 

John 1:14 

I John 1:1 

"Word of Life" 

Revelation 
19:13 

"Word of God" 

NIKAO * 

"Overcome" 

John 16:33 7 Times 17 Times 

ALETHINOS * 

"true" 

8 Times 4 Times 10 Times 

ARNION 

"lamb" 

John 21:15 28 Times of 
Jesus 

1 Time of  the 
Earth Beast 
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