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Chapter 21 - Verses 16 and 17 suggests the enormity 
of the city (it is of huge, immense size).  

The city lies foursquare (is as a cube) and is 
12,000 furlongs (one furlong equals 660 feet; 
thus, it was 1,500 miles wide, high, and long. 

The wall was 144 cubits (one cubit was 
approximately 18 inches; thus, the walls were 
about 216 feet thick).  

This suggests safety and protection.  
John said that these measurements were 
"according to the measure of a man, that is, of the 
angel" (vs. 17b).  
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In other words, they were no different from that of 
man and within human understanding though 
given by an angel.  

The angel had used man's standards of 
measurement, but it was to be symbolically 
applied.

Verses 18 and 19 suggest the value of the city (of 
great wealth and richness).  
W.E. Vine says of "Jasper," "A Phoenician word, 
which seems to have denoted a translucent stone 
of various colors, especially that of fire, Rev. 4:3; 
21:11,18,19."  (p. 273).  
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In verses 22:1-5, John describes the provisions 
provided in the city.  
Three basic things are necessary for sustaining life 
on earth, water, food, health.  
This scene symbolizes the provisions for all of 
these.  Jesus promised the water of life (John 4:14) 
and there we will have it in fullness.  
The pure river of water of life is that which 
sustains that new life.  

The latter part of verse one emphasizes that 
eternal life comes from God and Christ, the 
fountainhead of all life.  
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The tree of life was forfeited and lost in the garden 
of Eden (Gen. 2:9; 3:22-24), but will be regained in 
that holy city (see Rev. 2:7).  

Notice that the idea is not just one single tree for 
it was on either side of the river. 
It is used collectively (as was "street" vs. 12) to 
represent all the trees that lined the river.  
The tree of life bears twelve manner of fruits 
("twelve crops of fruit" ASV footnote) and bears 
each month.  
This emphasizes that the needs of the saved will 
be completely and absolutely provided there.  
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They will have constant and perfect 
abundance.  
The leaves of the tree of life are for the 
healing of the nations (for the healing of 
the nations of them which are saved, see 
21:24a).  
Again, another beautiful expression 
showing that all needs will be completely 
and perfectly provided there (see also 
21:4).

Concerning the phrase, "There shall be no 
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The throne of God and of the Lamb are together 
(Jesus sat down with His Father in His throne, 
3:21) and it shall be thus in the heavenly city.  

His servants shall serve Him there (vs. 3); thus, 
the saints will serve God in heaven.  
It won't be like their service here for they have 
physical weaknesses and handicaps here, but 
there they shall serve Him with a perfect 
service for all weaknesses will be removed.

No man has seen God at any time (John 1:18), but 
in the holy city they shall see Him even as He is 
(see 1 John 3:2).  
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The inhabitants of the city are identified as "the 
saved" (21:24), "those written in the Lamb's book 
of life" (21:27), "his servants" (22:3), "those with his 
name in their foreheads' (22:4).  

The phrase "name in their foreheads" was 
mentioned repeatedly throughout the book 
(7:3: 9:4; 13:16; 14:1,9; 17:5; 20:4) 
and was a contrast of Christians (those sealed 
bearing the name of God)
with the earth-dwellers who followed this evil 
world (those of Satan bearing the mark of the 
beast).

8Adult Bible Class 2020



Regarding verse 22:5a, see 21:11, 23, 25.  
There is no night in the celestial city; 
there is one eternal day, for God and the 
Lamb are its light.  
The redeemed shall reign "for ever and 
ever" (one of the terms used for eternity; 
literally, "to the age of the ages").  

Those who had part in the first resurrection 
reigned for a thousand years (20:6), but in 
that great city they reign forever and ever.  
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The term shows conclusively that verses 21:1-
22:5 refer to the church in its eternal glory and 
not to the church in this present age.  

Verse 5 completes the description of the holy city.
Consider the following summation of the celestial 
city:

The light of it is the glory of God and the 
Lamb, 21:11,23,25; 22:5.
It has a great high wall, 21:12, 17-18.
It has twelve gates on which are written the 
names of the twelve tribes, 21:12-13, 21, 25-27.
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The wall has twelve foundations on which are 
written the names of the twelve apostles, 21:14, 
19-20.
The city was made like a cube and it measured 
twelve thousand furlongs (1,500 miles), 21:16.
The walls measure 144 cubits (approximately 
216 feet thick) and were made of jasper, 21:17-18.
The city was pure gold (e.g., its street) as 
transparent glass, 21:18, 21.
There is no temple in the city because the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple, 
21:22.
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Glory and honor are brought into it, 21:14, 26.
There shall be nothing unclean in it, 21:27
The holy city has a pure river of water of life, 
22:1.
It has the tree of life, 22:2.
In the city is the throne of God and the Lamb, 
22:1, 3.
The inhabitants of the city are those who are 
saved, His servants, those who are written in 
the Lamb's book of life, and those who have 
His name in their foreheads, 21:24, 27; 22:3-4. 
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They shall see His face and reign forever and 
ever, 22:4-5.

Therefore, we have a beautiful figurative 
description of God's redeemed dwelling with Him 
in eternal bliss.  

It is a glorious picture of a spacious, perfect, 
durable, valuable, beautiful, marvelous city 
where the saints will dwell with God and the 
Lamb forever.  

The following charts show that 21:1-22:5 cannot be 
referring to the church that is now on this earth.
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Rev. 21:9-22:5 (NOT THE CHURCH THAT NOW IS) 
To picture heaven fits the sequence of the book.
Verse 4 – Uses future terms for a better world 
where the painful experiences of this world will 
not be.
Verse 5 – "He who overcomes" - He who gains the 
ultimate victory will have these things (see 2:7, 11, 
17, 26-27; 3:5, 12, 21-22).  The word "overcome" is 
used in Revelation in the sense of the ultimate 
victory, even as Christ "overcame" (3:21).
Verse 8 – A contrast is made: eternal torment 
versus eternal life.
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Rev. 21:9-22:5 (NOT THE CHURCH THAT NOW IS) 
Verses 12-13 – The righteous of the O.T. have part in it.  
They were not in the church.
Some of the details are not compatible with the 
church; ex. "twelve gates" (vs. 21), "shall be no night 
there" (22:4).
Verse 22:2 – The "tree of life" (that by which man could 
live forever, Gen. 3:22-24) is in it.  It is not in the 
church.
Verse 3 – "There shall be no more curse"  All men and 
women are still under the curse; i.e., "In pain you shall 
bring forth children," "Cursed is the ground for your 
sake" (Gen. 3:16-19). 15Adult Bible Class 2020



Rev. 21:9-22:5 (NOT THE CHURCH THAT NOW IS) 
Verse 4 – "They shall see His face" (See 1 John 
3:1-3).  We see Him only through the eye of faith 
now, but there faith will be reality.
Verse 5 – "They shall reign forever and ever" 
(lit. "to the age of the ages").  We are not 
reigning eternally now.  Thus, the verses 
cannot apply to the church.
In verses 3-5, John used the word "shall" several 
times which declares by the inspiration of God 
that these things are yet future. 
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We now have the epilogue (the conclusion and the 
closing of the book). 
He (refers back to one of the angels which had the seven 
bowls, 21:9) said unto John, "These sayings are faithful 
and true" (dependable and sure, reliable and certain, 
trustworthy and right).  
He said that the Lord God (equivalent to the term 
"Jehovah God") of the holy prophets ("of the spirits of 
the prophets" ASV; He endued the prophets with His 
Spirit to proclaim His message, Deut. 18:18; 2 Pet. 1:21; 
Acts 1:16; 1 Pet. 1:11) sent His angel to show the things 
which must shortly be done ("shortly come to pass" 
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The term "must shortly be done" and its equivalents 
is used four times in Revelation (1:1, 3; 22:6, 10) and 
reveals that God would soon bring the plagues 
against the wicked to avenge the blood of the saints. 
To interpret the book so as to embrace the unfolding 
of events through centuries to follow, is to make the 
term meaningless.  
The expression, "Behold, I come quickly" in view of 
its immediate context probably refers to His aid to 
the saints then (see also 3:9-11), but verses 12 and 20 
most likely refer to His second coming (see also Heb. 
10:36-37; James 5:7-9; 1 Pet. 4:7).  

18Adult Bible Class 2020



The sixth beatitude (seven in all in Rev.) 
announces a blessing on the one who keeps 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book.
This repeats the principle set forth in the first 
beatitude (1:3) and emphasizes the 
importance of obedience to the commands in 
Revelation.  

The same importance is attached to all the 
Word of God (see James 1:25; Heb. 5:8-9).

The apostle John now adds his own personal 
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These are the things which he saw and heard 
(they are his true record, his eye-witness 
testimony, not hearsay or fictions stories). 

(Compare John 19:35; 21:24; 1 John 1:1-4).
Again, evidently John was carried away and fell 
down before the angel which showed him these 
things (see also 19:10).  
He may not have done this twice, but only 
repeated again what he once did.  

The angel rebukes him because:
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He is a fellow servant of John's, of the 
prophets, and of them who keep the sayings 
of John's Revelation (see Heb. 1:13-14).  
God is the one who is to be worshiped (Matt. 
4:10); all adoration, praise, and devotion 
belong to Him.

The angel said to John, "Seal not the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book (do not close or hide 
these things to the readers) for the time is at 
hand" (the time for God's avengement is 
immediately near).  
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He who is unjust ("unrighteous" ASV), let him 
be unjust still, and he who is filthy, let him be 
filthy still (vs. 11).  

In other words, let him alone (Matt. 15:14; 7:6; 
Hos. 4:17) because the last warning has been 
given.  

The only thing left for them is receiving their 
wages and just recompense of reward.  

The Lord is coming quickly to render to each 
one according as his work is (Eph. 6:8; Col. 
3:25).  
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The thought of the Lord coming quickly is similar to: 
"The coming of the Lord draweth nigh" (James 5:8), 
"The end of all things is at hand" (1 Pet. 4:7) and "For 
yet a little while and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry" (Heb. 10:37).

The time is short when compared to eternity.
The terms "alpha and "Omega" are the first and last 
letters of the Greek alphabet and correspond to our 
"A" and "Z."  
It, along with the other phrases, denotes Christ's 
eternity or everlasting existence.  
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It identifies Him with absolute Deity.  (Compare 
Heb. 1:10-12; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; John 17:5).  

Entering the city, where one is entitled to partake of 
the tree of life, is accomplished by doing God's 
commandments (vs. 14). 
Some ancient manuscripts have, "Blessed are they 

that wash their robes" in the place of "Blessed are 
they that do his commandments.“
Both are synonymous and necessary to obtain the 
eternal blessing.

Outside the city are those who do not keep His 
commandments.  
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Outside the city are those who do not keep His 
commandments.  
They will not be given the right to enter into that 
marvelous city.

Notice how they are described in verse 15; those who 
do not keep His commandments fall into these 
categories.
Jesus, the off spring of David (Matt. 22:42-45; Isa. 11:1,10; 
Rom. 1:3-4; 15:12), the bright and morning star (a 
reference to Venus, the forerunner of light, harbinger 
of day, beautiful and brilliant--see 2 Pet. 1:19) has sent 
His angel to testify these things to the churches.  
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The Spirit (through the gospel) and the bride (the 
church) say, "Come."  

Let him who hears (the individuals) say, 
"Come."  
The invitation is extended to all how will 
accept its terms, "Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely."  

Sinners have always been invited to come (Isa. 
55:1-3; Matt. 11:28-30).  
It is appropriate and praiseworthy that in the last 
words of the holy Scriptures is the invitation of 
salvation. 26Adult Bible Class 2020



If anyone adds to the prophecies of this book, 
God will add to him the plagues written in it; 
e.g., famine, morning, and death (18:8) and the 
lake of fire (19:20; 21:8).  
If anyone takes from it, God will take away his 
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things written in the book.  

This warning was given to reveal what will 
happen if one adds to or subtracts from the 
book of Revelation. 
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However, this is a general principle that applies to 
any book of the Bible (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:5-6; 
Gal. 1:6-9).  

One can be guilty of adding to the Word not only 
by rewriting or changing it, but also by teaching 
something as if it came from the Word when it 
did not.

Jesus who testified these things says He will come 
quickly.  
This perhaps could refer to His aid to the saints then 
(1:3; 3:11; 22:7,10), but most likely refers to His second 
coming (see vs. 12 and comments).  
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John's answer, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" suggests 
submission and desire.
We should strongly desire His help (Heb. 4:16) and 
with all submission patiently wait for it (Rev. 13:10; 
14:12) and, likewise, we should desire His coming (2 
Cor. 5:2-3) and submissively wait for it (Matt. 24:42-
47; 2 Pet. 3:10-12).  
The final benediction is: "The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with you all."  
No greater blessing could be wished or granted to 
the faithful.  "Amen."  So be it! 
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The book of Revelation was designed to give 
encouragement and hope to the suffering and dying 
saints of John's day.  
They were assured of a glorious victory in the midst 
of bitter and cruel persecution. 
Their enemies were destined to destruction.
The blood of the righteous dead would shortly be 
vindicated.  
If they would keep the faith unto the end, they 
would live and reign with Christ and inherit eternal 
bliss.  
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Similarly, through John's words we share with them 
the strength, power and help to overcome.  
We are assured of victory through the conflicts of 
life, and are moved toward greater faithfulness as we 
view that marvelous, heavenly city prepared for us 
by God and the Lamb.
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