
Lesson 

# 25



2 Cor. 5:10

Matthew 8:12

Rev. 21:1-5
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2 PETER 3:10-12
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The Second Coming Of Christ

The Resurrection

The Final Judgment

❖ In the LAST AGE NOW – 1 Cor. 10:11; Heb 9:26-28

❖In the KINGDOM NOW – Col. 1:13-14; Heb 12:28; Rev. 1:9

❖New birth puts one in the Kingdom – John 3:5

❖Conversion puts one in the Kingdom – Matt. 18:3

❖Lord’s Supper eaten in the Kingdom – Luke 22:29-30

❖Christ Is REIGNING NOW – Matt. 28:18; 1 Peter 3:22

❖Was to be given the Throne of David – Luke 1:31-33

❖Was raised to Sit on David’s Throne – Acts 2:30 ; Eph. 1:20-23

❖Would be PRIEST while on His Throne – Zech. 6:13; Heb. 8:1-5

Heaven

Hell

Church/Kingdom Age – Matt. 

16:18-19; Revelation 1:9; Col. 1:13



➢John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15 – all the dead raised

➢Judged the Last Day – John 6:44

➢Salvation revealed in the Last Day – 1 Peter 1:5

➢Acts 24:15 – Only one Resurrection

➢1 Cor. 15:50-53 – Bodies Changed

➢Matt. 25:31-46 – Judgment will occur

➢2 Tim. 4:1 – Judged at His Coming

➢Jude 14-15 – Judgment on all

➢Rev. 20:12 – All Stand before His Throne
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Ushered In

2 Tim. 4:1;         

2 Pet. 1:11;

1 Cor. 15:50

The Second Coming Of Christ

The Resurrection

The Final Judgment

Heaven

Hell

Church/Kingdom Age – Matt. 

16:18-19; Revelation 1:9; Col. 1:13



 WHEN WILL ALL THESE THINGS HAPPEN?

› “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I 
write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night.” 1 Thess 5:1-2

 There are 19 indisputable uses of “the Day of the Lord” in the OT and 4 in 
the NT (cf. Acts 2:20; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:10). 

› The OT prophets used “Day of the Lord” to describe near historical 
judgments (see Is. 13:6–22; Ezek. 30:2–19; Joel 1:15; 3:14; Amos 5:18–
20; Zeph. 1:14–18) or far eschatological divine judgments (see Joel 
2:30–32; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:1,5). 

› Six times it is referred to as the “day of doom” and 4 times “day of 
vengeance.” 

 The NT calls it a day of “wrath,” day of “visitation,” and the “Great Day 
of God Almighty” (Rev. 16:4). 

› These are terrifying judgments from God (cf. Joel 2:30,31; 2 Thess. 
1:7–10) for the overwhelming sinfulness of the world.



The wicked are cast into the lake of fire but the 
righteous receive their glorious state. 
John sees a new heaven and new earth, which is the 
new and glorious state of the righteous (compare 2 
Pet. 3:10-13).  
The present earth on which we now live will pass 
away.  Peter says it is stored up for fire (2 Pet. 3:7, 10).  

Isaiah's new heaven and new earthy looked unto 
the New Testament order (Isa. 65:17-25), but 
Peter's and John's new heaven and new earth 
looks unto the new order which follows the 
Christian dispensation.  
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In verse two John uses many terms which refer to 
heaven: "the holy city" (22:14, 19) 

"new Jerusalem" (3:13) 
"prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" 
(the glorious state of the church, 21:9-11).  

This is that city which was looked for by the godly 
men of old, "which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God."  (Heb. 11:10, 13-16).
The saints in this new order will be in fellowship 
with God (vs. 3).  

The verse emphasizes that God will actually be 
present with them (see also 21:22; 22:3).  
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Under the Old covenant God met with His people 
in the tabernacle.  

In the eternal home the entire city is the 
tabernacle (dwelling place) of God.

His presence remains with His people forever.  
God will be their protection and comfort (vs. 4).
This verse emphasizes that there will be no 
sorrowful things there: "not tears, "no death" 
(see Luke 20:34-36), "no sorrow," "no crying," "no 
pain" (no sicknesses of any kind) for all those 
things of this world will be completely taken 
away.
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He who sat upon the throne (God the Father, 4:2, 
9) said "Behold, I make all things new."  

The first things (the things of this world now) 
will pass away and all things will be new.  

He said to John, "Write: for these words are true 
and faithful" (they are sure and dependable, right 
an trustworthy, certain and reliable).  
He said, "It is done" (it is as good as 
accomplished); "I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end" (denotes His eternal 
existence; used here of the Father as shown by the 
context; also used of Jesus, 1:17; 2:8; 22:13).
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Also, He said, "I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely" (see 
Matt. 5:6; John 4:13-14; Rev. 22:17).  
He added, "he that overcometh shall inherit all 
things" (see Matt. 25:34; 1 Pet. 1:4), and "I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son" (see 1 John 3:1-3; 2 
Cor. 6:17-7:1).  

In contrast, the fearful, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, fornicators, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone.  
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The second death is the eternal separation from God 
(Matt. 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48).  

Thus, in contrast to the saints' heavenly 
inheritance, the wicked suffer the second death 
in eternal torment.

Verses 9 through 22:5 give a beautiful description of 
heaven.  
It is not a description of the church on earth now (as 
some claim), but a description of the church in its 
glorious state in heaven.  
One of the angels which had the seven bowls full of 
the seven last plagues (15:1) said to John, "Come 
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”
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This is that great city, the church in its glorious 
state in heaven (21:2, 10).  

The angel carried John away in the spirit (thus, 
it will not be this way literally, but it is a vision 
describing it in physical terms; it will be like 
this) 
…. to a great and high mountain, and showed 
him that great city (21:2; 22:14, 19), 

the holy Jerusalem (3:12; 21:2) 
descending out of heaven from God (this 
was the one that John saw after the first 
heaven and earth passed away, 21:1-4).
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Verses 11 though 21 describe the exterior make up 
of the city (looking at it from the outside); 

verses 22-22:5 describe the interior of the city. 
Verse 11 shows the glory of the city; the glory of 
God and the Lord was the light thereof (21:23; 22:3-
5).  

The city is made glorious by the glory of God 
which fills it.  

Verse 12 suggest the absolute and perfect security 
of the city (as cities in ancient times were fortified 
by great high walls). 
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It had twelve gates, three on each side (vs. 12-13, 21, 
25) and an angel at each gate (divine guardians or 
ministering spirits).  
The gates had the names of the twelve tribes of 
the children of Israel written on them.  

Thus, the righteous of the Old Testament will 
have part in it.  

Twelve foundations implies durableness (it has a 
strong foundation).
The names of the twelve apostles written thereon 
suggests that the saved of the New Testament will 
have part in it.
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This corresponds to the 24 elders (4:4) who 
stand for the redeemed of both Testaments 
represented by the twelve patriarchs and the 
twelve apostles.  
Thus, the redeemed of the Old and New 
Covenants are united in the heavenly city (see 
also Heb. 9:15; 11:40).

In verse 15 the angel had a reed (normally a plant 
stem similar to bamboo but grows in water as bull-
rushes, but here a golden one) to measure the city, 
the gates and the wall (he will give measurements, 
descriptions of it).  
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Verses 16 and 17 suggests the enormity of the city 
(it is of huge, immense size).  

The city lies foursquare (is as a cube) and is 
12,000 furlongs (one furlong equals 660 feet; 
thus, it was 1,500 miles wide, high, and long. 

The wall was 144 cubits (one cubit was 
approximately 18 inches; thus, the walls were 
about 216 feet thick).  

This suggests safety and protection.  
John said that these measurements were 
"according to the measure of a man, that is, of the 
angel" (vs. 17b).  
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In other words, they were no different from that of 
man and within human understanding though 
given by an angel.  

The angel had used man's standards of 
measurement, but it was to be symbolically 
applied.

Verses 18 and 19 suggest the value of the city (of 
great wealth and richness).  
W.E. Vine says of "Jasper," "A Phoenician word, 
which seems to have denoted a translucent stone 
of various colors, especially that of fire, Rev. 4:3; 
21:11,18,19."  (p. 273).  
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The city was of pure gold (e.g., its street, vs. 21) but 
gold unfamiliar to us for it was like unto clear glass.  

The foundations of the wall of the city were 
garnished (decorated, adorned, ornamented) 
with all manner of precious stones.  

There are many uncertainties regarding the 
identities and colors of the precious stones of 
verses 20 and 21, but that which they typify is not 
lost--the exquisite beauty of the holy city. 
In verse 21 John resumes his discussion of the gates 
(vs. 12) describing each as made of one huge, 
massive pearl.  
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The street (all streets from each gate evidently are 
joined together to make up one street) of the city 
was pure gold and, again, unlike any known to us 
for it was like transparent glass.  It transcends the 
beauty of any metal known to man. 

In all these things God seeks to impress upon 
us the splendor of being a part of that glorious 
city.

As mentioned above, verses 22-22:5 describe the 
interior of the city.  

There is no temple in the city for the entire city 
is the house of worship.
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The tabernacle of God is with men (21:3).
The promise of 3:12 is now completely fulfilled.  
The celestial city has no need of the sun or 
moon for God and Christ are the light thereof.  

It is illuminated by the brightness of the glory of 
God (21:11); there is not night there (21:25; 22:5).  
There is only one eternal day, for God and the 
Lamb are its light.  
The nations ("peoples," 21:3; the saved out of all 
nations) shall walk in the light of it (shall share in 
God's glory) and the kings (those that reign for 
ever and ever, 22:5) bring their glory into it. 
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The gates of the city shall not be shut at night (as 
in ancient times for fear of invasion) because 
there shall be no night there.  
They shall bring the glory and the honor of the 
nations into it.  
All the glory and honor sought or achieved by the 
redeemed shall be brought into it; all the true 
good out of the nations (Christians) shall be 
brought into it.  
All the glory and honor that exists will be inside 
the holy city; all dishonor and shame shall be 
outside. 
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There shall in no wise (an emphatic negative; "shall by 
no means" NKJV) 

enter into it anything that defiles (Greek, 
"common" and means "unclean, filthy, or 
corrupt"), 
or works abomination (doing things that are 
detestable, loathed or hated), 
or makes a lie (telling lies, being dishonest, 
believing or practicing false doctrine) shall enter 
the city, 

but only they that are written in the Lamb's book of 
life (see Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 
17:8; 20:12,15; 22:19).
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