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This chapter mentions the "millennium" or the 
"thousand years" ("millennium" is the Greek word for 
"thousand").  

It is mentioned 5 times in verses 2-6 and is 
mentioned nowhere else in Bible.  
It is the great proof text of the millennialist.  
We will endeavor to determine what these verses 
mean as well as what they do not mean.  

There is no need to force a change in time here (that is, 
to leave the period under consideration by John).

False teachers want to bring in the second coming at 
verse 1; however, John is still dealing with the events 
which occurred in his day.
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He is speaking of individuals who lived during his 
time and not of some who live far out in the future.

John said that he saw an angel come down from heaven, 
having the key (he had authority over it; probably the 
same angel as in 9:1, 11) of the bottomless pit (where the 
beast came from, 11:7; 17:8) and a great chain in his 
hand, and he bound Satan for a thousand years.  

The "thousand years" is not to be taken literally any 
more than are the "key," "bottomless pit," and 
"great chain."  
A literal chain cannot bind a spirit being.  

Like the other numbers in Revelation, the "thousand" 
has a symbolical meaning.
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The number suggests fullness and completeness 
(compare Deut. 7:9; 1 Chron. 16:15; Psalm 50:10; 
90:5); hence, it is the full and complete number.
In verse 3 Satan was cast into the bottomless pit, 
shut up and sealed, so that he could "deceive the 
nations" no more until the thousand years were 
fulfilled.  

The term "deceive the nations" is used often of 
Satan and his efforts in Revelation (12:9; 13:13-
14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3,8,10).  
He deceived the nations and among other 
things caused them to kill the saints.  
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After Satan is loosed again for a short time (20:3, 7), 
he comes forth to deceive the nations again (20:8).  

It is certainly true that Christ bound Satan at His 
death (Luke 10:18; John 12:31-32; Col. 2:15; Heb. 
2:14-15--when Christ provided remission of sins, 
Satan lost his power over man); however, here 
Satan was put down or bound when God brought 
an end to the Roman Empire (the meaning of 
Rom. 16:20).  

Thus, during the thousand year period Satan would 
not have control over the nations as he once had 
and, consequently, will not have power to cause the 
saints to be slaughtered as he once did. 
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In verse 4 John showed that those who had died for 
their faith were living and reigning with Christ. 

It does not refer to some living and reigning far 
out in the future such as in the premillennial 
idea.  
Prophetic speculators are very good at leaping 
over the prophecy's immediate application and 
applying it far out in the future.  

John saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus (the martyrs of his day, 2:13; 6:6-
9; 7:14-17; 16:6-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2) and they lived and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
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John showed that it was the ones who "did not 
worship the beast...neither received his mark" 
etc., (again, those of John's day, 13:16-17; 14:9-10a; 
15:2; 16:2; 19:20).  

Thus, these souls--the ones who had been martyred 
in John's day--were the ones living and reigning with 
Christ. 
Premillennialist have a marvelous time with verse 5.  
They say it teaches that there will be two 
resurrections--one at the second coming in which 
the saints will be raised to reign with Christ, and a 
second after the thousand years wherein the wicked 
will be raised.
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This contradicts plain passages--John 5:28-29; 
Acts 24:15.  
Furthermore, it has another trump after the 
"last trump" (1 Cor. 15:52), days beyond the "last 
day" (John 6:44), and time beyond "the end" (1 
Cor. 15:24).
The Premillennialist misunderstanding of 
verse 5 resulted from their misunderstanding 
of verse 4.  
They have verse 4 out in the future and 
naturally would place verse 5 out in the future.  
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However, the "rest" of verse 5 are the ones 
mentioned in 19:21.  

They represent those who were slain even though 
they had not taken part in the evil government or 
false religion.  
Thus, they were like the good moral man.  

Although they did not accept the beast or the false 
prophet, they could not partake in reigning with 
Christ because they did not have the seal of God in 
their foreheads.  
Good moral deeds are not enough; one must obey 
the gospel and become an active part of the New 
Testament church.  
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Therefore, in verse 5 John is simply saying that 
these, the remnant or the rest of verse 21, did 
not live and reign with Christ through the 
thousand year period.
The latter part of verse 5 goes better with verse 
6.  

The verses could have been divided that way.  
What is the first resurrection?  
It is when the faithful one dies and goes to 
be with Christ.  
On these the second death has no power. 
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What is the second death?  
John tells us plainly in 20:14-15 and 21:8.  

What is the second resurrection?  
It is when our bodies will be raised at the 
second coming of Christ.  

We must conclude, therefore, that any who have 
the seal of God (have obeyed the gospel) and 
have overcome (have been faithful until death) 
will have part in the first resurrection and will 
reign with Christ unto the end.  (See also Rev. 
7:14-17; Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8). 
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The premillennial theory from verses 4-6 is as 
follows: 

"At the second coming, Christ is coming 
back to the earth to reign on the throne of 
David in Jerusalem with all the saints for a 
thousand years.“

It is very strange that millennialist can see all of 
those things in a text which mentions none of 
them!  
Old time gospel preachers often put the 
premillennial theory on the black-board and 
then erased the things that are not found in the 
verses.  
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The premillennial theory from verses 4-6 is as 
follows: 

"At the second coming, Christ is coming back to 
the earth to reign on the throne of David in 
Jerusalem with all the saints for a thousand 
years.“

It is very strange that millennialist can see all of 
those things in a text which mentions none of them!  

Old time gospel preachers often put the 
premillennial theory on the black-board and 
then erased the things that are not found in the 
verses.  For example, it says nothing about the 
second coming (they erased it).
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It says nothing about Christ coming back to the 
earth (no passage anywhere in the N.T. teaches 
it--they erased it).  
It says nothing about the throne of David 
(erased).  
It says nothing about Jerusalem (erased).  
It says nothing about all the saints reigning (only 
that souls reigned--erased).  

The only thing left is the thousand years and, thus, 
the millennialist's great proof text does not teach 
their doctrine at all.  

It does not touch on it nor give the slightest hint 
about it.  
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In these verses we can’t determine the duration (the 
exact length no one knows, Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32) 
of the thousand year period.  
After the thousand years Satan is loosed for a short 
time (vss. 3 and 7).  
He makes war again and is immediately cast down 
into he lake of fire and then comes the judgment.  
The thousand years, therefore, precedes the second 
coming of Christ in which He will come to judge (2 
Tim. 4:1; Matt. 25:31-32).  

It is not to begin at the second coming but will 
end at the second coming.
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Consequently, the reign of the saints for a thousand 
years began with the faithful martyrs of John's day 
and remains until the second coming of Christ.
When Satan is loosed just before the final judgment, 
he comes forth deceiving the nations as he had done 
before. 
DECEIVES THE NATIONS

Revelation 12:9 – So the great dragon was cast 
out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast 
to the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him.
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Revelation 13:13-14 – He performs great signs, so that 
he even makes fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men.  And he deceives those 
who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was 
granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those 
who dwell on the earth to make an image to the 
beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.
Revelation 18:23 – And the light of a lamp shall not 
shine in you anymore. And the voice of bridegroom 
and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For 
your merchants were the great men of the earth, for 
by your sorcery all the nations were deceived.
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Revelation 19:20 – Then the beast was captured, and 
with him the false prophet who worked signs in his 
presence, by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire 
burning with brimstone. 
Revelation 20:3 – And he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on 
him, so that he should deceive the nations no more 
till the thousand years were finished. But after these 
things he must be released for a little while.
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Revelation 20:8 – And will go out to deceive the 
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, 
whose number is as the sand of the sea.
Revelation 20:10 – And the devil, who deceived them, 
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where 
the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 
Persecution of Christians in ROMAN EMPIRE:

The First Persecution, Under Nero, A.D. 67 
The Second Persecution, Under Domitian, A.D. 
81 
The Third Persecution, Under Trajan, A.D. 108
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Persecution of Christians in ROMAN EMPIRE:
The Fourth Persecution, Under Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, A.D. 162
The Fifth Persecution, Commencing with Severus, 
A.D. 192
The Sixth Persecution, Under Maximus, A.D. 235
The Seventh Persecution, Under Decius, A.D. 249
The Eighth Persecution, Under Valerian, A.D. 257
The Ninth Persecution Under Aurelian, A.D. 274 
The Tenth Persecution, Under Diocletian, A.D. 303

Satan makes a world-wide gathering of an 
innumerable host, Gog and Magog, to war with the 
saints.
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Ezekiel's Gog (a chief prince) and Magog (the 
land over which Gog ruled) represented a 
wicked nation who were the enemies of God's 
people (chs. 38 and 39).  

As has been often shown, many terms and figures 
in Revelation have their symbolism in the Old 
Testament.

Thus, John prophesies that toward the end of 
this time there will be a great host gathered 
and led by Satan, and he and his allies will 
make one last furious effort to destroy the 
church. 
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This means that persecutions and martyrdom will 
be revived (or will be more intense than in John's 
day) in that last great conflict.
However, as Satan and his allies compassed the 
camp of the saints, and the beloved city (the 
church; see 11:2 and comments)--as they are about 
to completely destroy it--fire comes down out of 
heaven and devours them.  
This represents the second coming (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 
2 Pet. 3:7-10) for the scenes that follow are the 
judgment (Rev. 20:10-15) and the final states (chs. 
21 and 22). 

24Adult Bible Class 2020



The devil that deceived the nations is cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone; thus, his 
deception is forever ended. 
He is "tormented" (in anguish and pain) "for 
ever and ever" (eternally; the length of the 
torment and the duration of God's existence 
are the same, 4:9) in the place prepared for 
him and his angels (Matt. 25:41).

John now sees a vision of the final judgment--the 
next thing which occurs immediately after the 
second coming of Christ (see also 2 Tim. 4:1; Matt. 
25:31-33).
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John sees the great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, and from His face heaven and earth vanished 
(Heb. 1:10-12).  
All the dead both small and great stood before God 
to be judged.
The books were opened:

(The books of the Bible, Rom. 2:16; James 2:12; 
John 12:48) 
and another book was opened (the book of life, 
Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8) 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
written in the books according to their works (2 
Cor. 5:10; Eccl. 12:13-14).
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All the dead will be judged by the Scriptures in 
accord with their works. 

The sea (probably refers to the bodies buried in the 
sea) gave up the dead that were in it, 

and death (the separation of soul and body, 
James 2:26; here it probably refers to the bodies 
buried in the earth) 
and hell ("hades," the place of disembodied 
spirits, Luke 16:22-26) gave up the dead that were 
in them (the spirits came out of hades to be 
judged). 
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In other words, all the dead with both body and spirit 
came forth and stood (vs. 12: Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10) 
before the throne to be judged (also see John 5:28-29).  
Death (physical death; the last enemy to be 
destroyed, 1 Cor. 15:26) and hades (the temporary 
place of spirits) were cast into the lake of fire 
(destroyed; they would no longer be needed; they 
would no longer have their control over man). 
The casting into the lake of fire is the second death 
(see also 21:8).  
At the judgment all those not found in the book of 
life (vs. 15) and all the wicked (21:8) will be cast into 
the lake of fire.
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