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After these things John hears a great voice of many 
people in heaven saying, 

"Alleluia."  The word "Alleluia" (praise ye Jehovah) 
is found four times in this chapter (vss. 1,3,4,6)--the 
only passage in the New Testament where it is 
mentioned. 
"Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power unto 
the Lord our God."  (Compare 12:10).  He alone is 
due all honor and praise because He saves His own 
and brings the wicked persecutors to destruction.
"For (or "because;" the reason for their praise) true 

and righteous are his judgments"  (see Psalm 89:14; 
97:2; they are genuine and just) and 
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"For (second reason) he hath judged the great whore, 
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication."  

She corrupted the earth (brought moral decay upon the 
whole earth) by her deceptions and enticements.

"And (third reason) hath avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand."  

The prayer of the souls under the altar has now been 
answered and their blood has been avenged--the theme 
and purpose of the book (2:13; 6:9-11; 7:13-14; 12:11; 16:6-7; 
17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4).

(Compare Deut. 32:43).  Her destruction is complete 
and final--the same punishment all the wicked 
receive (vs. 3; 14:11; 19:20).
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Verse 4 is the last mention of the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures (see 4:4-10; 
5:5-8,11,14; 6:1-7; 7:11,13; 14:3; 15:7).  

The "throne" (vs. 5) is mentioned 38 times in 
Revelation and keeps before us the presence of 
God.  
Concerning the expression, "Praise our God, all ye 
his servants and ye that fear him, both small and 
great," see Psalm 134:1; 135:1.  
This is one of the many verses in the Bible which 
shows that men should fear God (see also Eccl. 12:13; 
Luke 1:50; 12:4-5; Acts 10:34-35; Col. 3:22; 1 Pet. 2:17).  
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John heard as it were the voice of a great multitude (all 
the saved sing in unison) and as many waters (a great 
forceful sound such as a mighty waterfall) and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings (a great loud forceful 
sound) say, "Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth."  
The word "omnipotent" means "almighty, all powerful" 
and occurs only here in the KJV, but the same word in 
the original Greek manuscripts occurs in 2 Cor. 6:18 
and in eight other verses in Revelation (1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 
15:3; 16:7,14; 19:15; 21:22) where it is translated, 
"Almighty."
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The marriage of the Lamb represents the church 
receiving heaven.  
The faithful of the church will make up the heavenly city, 
the bride, or the Lamb's wife (21:2, 9-10).  

The church's relationship to Christ now is that of a 
wife but in the same way Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph before they came together (Matt. 1:18).  
Paul said, "...I have espoused you to one husband, 
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ."  
(2 Cor. 11:2).

Thus, the responsibility of the church now is to make 
herself ready.  

The faithful saints in John's day had thus prepared 
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In sharp contrast to the attire of the harlot (gaudy, 
luxurious apparel of the world, intending to seduce by 
worldly splendor), the wife of the Lamb was to array 
herself in fine linen, clean and white ("bright and pure" 
ASV) which is the righteousness ("righteous acts" ASV) 
of the saints.  
Those who are called to the marriage supper (vs. 9) are 
the ones who accept the call of the gospel (Luke 14:15-
24; Matt. 22:1-4, 9-10).  
Those who reject the gospel will never taste of that 
supper (Luke 14:24; Matt. 22:5-8) and those without a 
wedding garment (who did not make themselves ready 
by righteous acts) will be rejected (Matt. 22:11-14).

7Adult Bible Class 2019



Evidently John became so overwhelmed by the great 
voices and visions that he looses control and falls down 
to worship the angel that signified those things to him 
and told him to write them (see also 22:8-9).  
However, the angel (assuming it was an angel in vs. 10; 
we are not told here but we are in 22:8) said to John "See 
thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy 
brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship 
God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy."  
He should not worship him because 

He is a fellow servant (Heb. 1:13-14); 
God is the one to be worshiped (Matt. 4:10);
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The whole spirit (life-principle) and design of 
prophecy is to give the witness and testimony of 
Jesus.  
In other words, it was to glorify Him and His work 
(John 16:14), not angels (Heb. 1:4) or anyone else.

Next, we see a picture of the glorified Christ.  
He is riding a white horse (a victorious warrior).  
He is called Faithful and True (3:7, 14) and in 
righteousness He doth judge and make war (Isa. 
11:4).  
His eyes are as a flame of fire (1:14; 2:18; penetrating 
vision) and on His head are many crowns 
("diadems" ASV; He is King over all realms). 
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He has a name written that no one knew but 
Himself (He alone knows the full significance of 
Himself and His names).  
He is arrayed in a garment dipped ("sprinkled" ASV) 
with blood (compare Isa. 63:3) and His name is 
called, "The Word of God" (revealed only by John; 
see John 1:1, 14; 1 John 1:1). 

The armies which are in heaven followed Him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  

These are either angels (12:7) or saints (17:14)--
probably the saints who are living and reigning 
with Him (20:4). 
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These are those who war against evil with Him and 
are victorious with Him.  

Fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints 
(19:8).  
Out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword (not the 
Word here, but the sword of righteous judgment--see 
vs. 21) that with it He should smite the nations and He 
shall rule them with the rod of iron (Psalm 2:7-12), and 
He treads the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath 
of Almighty God. 
We picture the winepress as one stomps the grapes with 
his feet, and so it is with Christ as He brings judgment 
upon the wicked.  (Compare Isa. 63:1-6).  
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Christ also had the names, "King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords" (see also 17:14) on His vesture and on His thigh.

Thus, in summary, we have Christ presented in His 
fullness as Warrior, Witness, Judge, Conqueror, 
Savior, Creator, Ruler, King, and Lord.

John sees an angel standing in the sun and with a loud 
voice calls the fouls that fly in the midst of heaven 
(here, carrion eating birds--buzzards, vultures, 
condors) to come and gather themselves together to 
the supper of the great God (e.g., flock to the 
battlefield where God had provided you much flesh to 
eat).  
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This reveals that the battle was over; the judgment of 
God had been completed.  

The kings of verse 18 and 19 are the same ones of 
16:13-14,16; 17:1-2, 12-18;  18:3,9 which again shows 
that the "great city" and the "beast" are the same 
persecuting force.  

With regard to  verse 18, compare Ezek. 39:17-23.
The verse shows that no class of men involved in 
the persecution of the saints would escape God's 
righteous judgment.  

Following are charts on the "Kings of the Earth" which 
again shows how the book is tied together in all of its 
scenes.
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KINGS OF THE EARTH

Revelation 16:13-14,16 – And I saw three 
unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of 
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet.   For they are spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to the kings 
of the earth and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty...And they gathered them 
together to the place called in Hebrew, 
Armageddon. 14Adult Bible Class 2019



Revelation 17:1-2 – Then one of the seven angels who had 
the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, 
"Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." 
Revelation 17:12-14 – And the ten horns which you saw are 
ten kings who have– received no kingdom as yet, but they 
receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast.  
These are of one mind, and they will give their power and 
authority to the beast.  These will make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of 
lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are 
called, chosen, and faithful. 15Adult Bible Class 2019



Revelation 17:18  – And the woman whom you saw is 
that great city which reigns over the kings of the 
earth. 
Revelation 18:3 – For all the nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have become rich through the 
abundance of her luxury.
Revelation 18:9 – And the kings of the earth who 
committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her 
will weep and lament for her, when they see the 
smoke of her burning.
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Revelation 19:18-20 – That you may eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, 
the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and 
the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and 
great.  And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against His army. Then 
the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet 
who worked signs in his presence, by which he 
deceived those who received the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
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The beast (the Roman Empire 13:1-10; persecuting world 
government) 

and the kings of the earth (the kings of he 
provinces) gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the throne (Christ) 
and against His army (probably saints, martyrs as 
in vs. 14), but He conquers them (17:14) 
and, thus, the beast was taken and with him the 
false prophet (the earth beast--false religion, 
paganism) that worked the miracles and deceived 
those (13:11-15) who had received the mark of the 
beast and worshiped his image (13:16-18; 14:9, 11; 
16:2). 
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Both of them were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone (into the eternal 
place of punishment, 20:14-15; 21:8).  
Consequently, these enemies of Christ are 
eternally destroyed.  
Satan would never use these particular 
instruments to war against the saints again. 

In verse 19 the "remnant" (KJV) "rest" 
(ASV) were slain with the sword of Christ.
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These were the rest of the enemies of 
Christ in John's day who had not taken 
part in the evil government or the false 
religion, but did not have the seal of 
God in their foreheads (compare 7:3; 
9:4).  

All the fouls were filled with their flesh 
(this completes the symbolism of verses 
17-18); thus, all the enemies of Christ are 
defeated.
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