
Lesson 

# 22



Another angel which had great power 
("authority" ASV) came down from heaven 
and the earth was illuminated with his glory 
(indicates his greatness and the importance 
of his message).  
He announces with strong voice, "Babylon the 
great is fallen, is fallen..."  
As announced and foreshadowed in earlier 
visions (14:8; 16:19), the final destruction of 
Rome has now come.
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It is now become the habitation of devils 
("demons" ASV; see 9:20; 16:14) 

and the hold (a place of guarding, a 
prison for detention) of every foul 
("unclean" ASV) spirit,
and a cage ("hold" ASV) of every unclean 
and hateful bird.  

Its overthrow was like that of ancient cities 
which became dwelling places for all types of 
doleful creatures (Isa. 13:19-22; 34:11-15). 
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Concerning "the wine of wrath of her 
fornication" see 14:8; 17:2 and the comments on 
14:8.  
The nations of the earth had followed her 
lascivious ways, yielded to her seductive 
practices, and had engaged in her "wrath" (in 
persecuting Christians).  
The kings of the earth had committed 
fornication with her (had made idolatrous 
political and economic alliances to purchase 
pleasures, power and prestige).
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The merchants (first mentioned here; their 
involvement is discussed in vss. 11, 15) had waxed 
rich through the abundance of her delicacies 
("wantonness" ASV; refers to her desire to heap 
up riches and luxuries).
Thus, the angel explains the "fornication" more 
fully.  
It is seen all over the world today as men seek to 
gain pleasure, wealth, and power through 
unethical, immoral and unscrupulous means. 
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The people of God were summoned to come out 
of her that they would have no fellowship with 
her sins and would not receive of her plagues.  
A  complete separation from her sins was 
necessary to escape her plagues.
Her sins had reached even unto heaven (see also 
Jonah 1:2) and God had remembered her 
iniquities (see also 16:19).  
God was going to render to her double (the 
phrase indicates a balancing of the scales); thus, 
the punishment was commensurate with the 
guilt. 
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Verse 7a adds to the thought revealed in verse 6; 
the judgment was to be in accord with her sin.  
The word "deliciously" ("waxed wanton" ASV) 
again refers to her desire for pleasures, luxuries 
and riches.  
She had great pride even as the old Babylon (Isa. 
47:7-9) and as ancient Tyre (Ezek. 28:2).  
Therefore (because of these things) in one day 
(very suddenly) shall here plagues come upon 
her for strong is the Lord God who judges her 
(the guarantee of her end rests on the power of 
God).  
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The plagues mentioned in verse 8--death, 
mourning, famine, fire--shows the proper 
interpretation of the bowls of wrath of chapter 
16.

Nineveh, represented as a harlot, received its 
glory through conquest (Nahum 3:1-7).  
Tyre, a harlot, relied on its trade and 
commercial aspects (Isa. 23; Ezek. 26-28).  
Babylon, a mistress, was a city of pleasure and 
conquest (Isa. 13 and 14).  
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However, the great city of Rome represented all 
of these evils for she was made up of all.  
Rome represents all that is lustful, seductive and 
enticing.   
Verses 9-19 give a picture of how the destruction 
of the great city affected those on earth.  
Three groups stand by to bewail and lament her 
fall: 

kings (vss. 9-10), 
merchants (vss. 11-17a), 
and mariners (vss. 17b-19). 
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The kings of he earth (identified as the kings of 
the provinces, 17:2, 12-18; 18:3) who had enjoyed 
pleasures, luxuries and riches through whoring 
with the great harlot, bewail and lament her fall.
Helplessly they stand afar off (because they fear 
her torment) and bewail the sudden destruction 
of the city.  
Like many of the world with selfish sorrow and 
tears, these kings are mourning because of their 
own loss.  
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The merchants also weep and mourn because 
their opportunity to make riches is taken away. 
Verse 12 and 13 list 28 things of luxury in which 
they traded.
"Thyine wood" according to Smith's Bible 
Dictionary was wood from a small cone bearing 
tree related to the pine valued for it beauty.  
The "souls of men" probably refers to "persons of 
men" as in Ezek. 27:13-14; e.g., mercenaries, 
horsemen, or special hired servants for 
particular services.  
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In verse 14 all those things of extreme luxury would 
be found no more at all when God brought His 
plagues upon her.  
The merchants (as all rich men do) were weeping and 
wailing because their riches were quickly taken away.  
The things in verse 16 with which the great city was 
clothed are the same in which the harlot was arrayed 
(17:4); thus, again confirming the identity of the two.  
All three groups say, "Alas, alas," (meaning "Woe, 
woe;" an expression of bitter grief) bewailing the 
destruction of "that great city" (vss. 10, 16, 19).
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The mariners (those having to do with the sea; 
Rome had a great fleet of ships, some very large, 
Acts 27:37) also bewail her fall.  
They cast dust on their heads (a sign of great 
mourning, Joshua 7:6; 1 Sam. 4:12; Job 2:12) and 
weep and wail--again, because their riches are 
quickly lost.  
Like the others, their grief was through 
selfishness.  
They were grieving over their own loss and not 
because of the destruction of Rome.  
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Trade and commerce in and of itself is not evil but 
good when used for the welfare of humanity.  

However, when used for selfish luxury and the 
gratifying of fleshly lusts, it becomes wicked 
and embodies sins of all kinds.

The heaven, the holy apostles and prophets (some 
ancient manuscripts add, "and ye saints" are told 
to rejoice because God had avenged them on her 
("for God hath judged your judgment on her" ASV).  
This is another of the key verses which shows the 
theme and purpose of the book.  (See also 6:9-11; 
16:6-7; 19:2).  
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The great city shall be cast down as a millstone 
(literally, "millstone turned by an ass;" thus, a 
stone of great size used to grind grain; it is the 
same word used in Matt. 18:6) thrown into the sea 
and three types of sound would be heard no more 
at all in her: of music (22a), of business life or 
industry (22b), and of the home (23).  

The same kind of symbolism was used in 
reference to ancient Babylon's destruction (Jer. 
51:63-64; 25:10). 
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The sounds of amusement, business, and the 
home would no more be heard in her because:

(1) "Thy merchants were great men of the earth" 
(also said of Tyre in her destruction, Isa. 23:8-9; 
here it has reference of Rome's quest for 
luxuries and riches; it was founded on these 
and her merchants became rich through them, 
18:3).  
(2) "For by thy sorceries were all nations 
deceived" (this, too, was said of Tyre, Nah. 3:4; it 
has to do with her witchcraft by which she 
beguiled the people into wickedness and 
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(3) For her martyrdom of the saints and 
conquering of peoples (vs. 24).  

This is another key verse to the proper 
understanding of the book.  

It was the reason for her utter destruction 
(19:2).

Compare these Old Testament passages with the 
following verses: 

vs. 2 …………. Isa. 21:9; 13:21; Jer. 50:35; 51:37
vs. 3 …………. Isa. 47:15
vss. 4-5 …….. Jer. 51:9
vs. 6 …………. Jer. 50:15, 29; 51:49
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Compare these Old Testament passages with the 
following verses: 

vs. 7 …………. Ezek. 28:2-8; Isa. 47:7-8; Zeph. 
2:13-15
vs. 8a ……….. Jer. 50:13
vs. 8b ……….. Jer. 50:34
vss 9-10 ……. Ezek. 26:16-17
vss. 11-17a … Ezek. 27:33-36
vss. 17b-19 … Ezek. 27:25-32
vs. 20 ………… Jer. 51:48
vs. 21 ………… Jer. 51:63-64
vss. 22-23 ….. Jer. 25:10
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We see that the same language 
of chapter 18 was used against 
various cities of the Old 
Testament era and conclude 
that chapter 18 is speaking of 
God's doom and destruction 
upon the city of Rome. 
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