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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

She has made all nations (14:2), the 
inhabitants of the earth (17:2) drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
She receives God's wrath which is in keeping 
with the theme of the book--bringing 
vengeance or judgment on the persecutors 
(11:18; 14:5-6; 15:4; 16:5-7; 17:1; 18:8-10; 19:2).
She sits on many waters (17:1), rules over many 
peoples (17:15,18).  
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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

Jerusalem did not rule over many peoples 
when John wrote revelation.
She had caused a world-wide corruption (14:2; 
17:2; 18:3,9; 19:2).  
She had corrupted the "inhabitants of the 
earth"--the same ones who had the mark of 
the beast, the persecutors, on whom the 
plagues came (6:8; 8:13; 9:4; 13:8,12,14; 14:15-16, 
18-19; 16:2,14; 17:2,8; 18:3,9,11,23; 19:2,19). 
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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

She had committed fornication with the kings 
of the earth (17:2; 18:3,9) and had reigned over 
them.  
Jerusalem did not reign over the kings of the 
earth when John wrote Revelation.
The kings of the earth where the ones making 
war with the Lamb when John wrote 
revelation (17:12-14; 19:19).  
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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

They had already been call to the battle by Satan's 
forces, the beast (the Roman Empire 13:1-10) and 
the false prophet (false religion that supported 
the Empire 13:11-18) as shown in the sixth bowl 
(16:12-16).
She was sitting on the beast (17:3) which means 
she was supported by the Empire.  
The kings of the earth gave their power and 
authority to the beast (17:13).  They had committed 
fornication and lived luxuriously with her (18:8).
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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

She was drunk with the blood of the saints 
and martyrs of Jesus (17:6; 19:2).  
Again, this is in keeping with the purpose and 
theme of the book.  To bring avengement to 
the martyrs of Jesus (Rev. 2:13; 6;9-11; 7:13-14; 
12:11; 16;6-7 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4).  These are the 
martyrs at the time when John wrote. There is 
no indication that Jerusalem ever martyred 
Christians on such a large scale.
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The following charts shows that "Babylon the 
great" can only be the city of Rome:

There is no indication that Jerusalem had such 
a great abundance of luxuries during the time 
of John (18:3-24).
The mariners, those having to do with the sea, 
also bewail the city's fall.  
As shown in the book of Acts, connected with 
Rome and the Roman Empire was a great fleet 
of ships (some very large, Acts 27:37). Jerusalem 
at the time of John's writing did not have such.  
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In chapter 17 one of the seven angels, more or 
less, says to John, "Come over to another stage 
and see in detail what you have just witnessed in 
the quick fall of the city in the seventh plague."  

Thus, in chapters 17-19 we picture the final 
destruction of Rome which had already been  
foreshadowed in 6:12-17; 14:8; 16:19.  
There are many key verses in chapters 17-19 
which when applied to the previous chapters 
give the correct interpretation of the entire 
book
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Here Rome is pictured as a great whore ("harlot" 
ASV; see 17:5-6; 19:2) that sits upon many waters 
(rules over many peoples, 17:15,18).
The kings of the earth (rulers of the provinces, 
17:12-18) had committed fornication with her 
and the earth-dwellers were made drunk with 
the wine of her fornication (see 14:8 and 
comments).  
The rulers of the provinces had purchased 
Rome's favors (pleasures and rewards) by 
promoting her objectives and yielding to her 
whims. 9Adult Bible Class 2019



Also, she had seduced the wicked of the earth 
with the strong drink of lust, pleasure, and 
power and they were intoxicated by it and 
likewise submitted to her idolatrous 
demands.
One of the seven angels that had the seven 
bowls carried John away in the spirit into the 
wilderness that he might see the judgment 
(the judicial verdict of condemnation and 
punishment) of the great harlot.
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He sees a woman sitting upon a scarlet-
colored beast (this beast is the same one 
which emerged from the sea, 13:1-10) full of 
names of blasphemy (names that rail or revile 
against God) having seven heads and ten 
horns (see vss. 7,9,12,16, and 13:1).
She was arrayed in purple and scarlet (color of 
royalty), and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls (symbol of luxury and 
splendor). 
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Thus, the harlot (the city of Rome, 17:18), arrayed in 
splendor and royalty, was supported by the beast 
(the Roman Empire). 

She dressed as would a well-favored harlot to entice 
kings.  
By her dress (she thought she was a queen, 18:7), she 
covered up her true harlot's character and thereby 
deceived and seduced the kings and the inhabitants 
of the earth.
She had in her hand a golden cup which was full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornication ("full 
of abominations, even the unclean things of her 
fornication" ASV). 12Adult Bible Class 2019



These are the unclean things of her idolatry--the 
evils that had come out of her emperor worship and 
persecution. 
Upon her forehead a name was written, "Mystery" 
(once hidden, but now openly exposed), "Babylon 
the Great" (anti-divine; here it symbolized Rome; 
see also 14:8; 16:19; 17:18), "the Mother of the Harlots 
and Abominations of the Earth" (the main one 
responsible for idol and emperor worship, evil and 
persecutions).  
She is never called an adulteress for she was never 
the bride or wife of the Lamb; thus, she is not the 
apostate church of Rome.
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She was drunk (saturated) with the blood of the 
saints and martyrs of Jesus--a key thought 
through the book, 2:13; 6:9-11; 7:13-14; 12:11; 16:6-7; 
17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4 – see charts "The Martyrs of 
Jesus". 
She delighted in putting the saints to death. 

As John looks on her, he is filled with wonder and 
amazement. 

However, the angel said unto him, "Wherefore 
didst thou wonder?  I will tell you the mystery of 
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, 
which hath seven heads and ten horns."  (vs. 7).  
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Thus, some things in the book, 
e.g., concerning the beast, are a 
mystery (hidden) up to this 
point, but will now be revealed.  

Verses 8 through 18 are the 
angels' explanation of the 
mystery of the woman and the 
beast.
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The beast shall ascend out of the bottomless 
pit (from Satan's domain, 20:1-2) and go into 
perdition (into destruction, utter ruin).
The beast as shown by the details in 17:3,7-18 
(see also 19:19-20) is the same one in 13:1-10 and, 
thus, symbolizes the Roman Empire.  
The beast "was, and is not, and yet is" (also, 
"his deadly wound was healed," 13:3,12).  
The Empire had an appearance of going down 
after the rule of Nero, but was built up again to 
its full persecution power under Domitian.  
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The heathen world wondered at the progress 
and history of the Empire.  
The Christians, however, knew that it was 
doomed.  

Names not written in the book of life "from 
the foundation of the world" simply means 
that God determined that a certain class or 
group would not have their names in the 
book of life and He decided this before He 
founded the world.
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The angel again reveals some things for the 
wise (vs. 9; 13:18).  
The seven heads are seven mountains on which 
the woman sits and there are also seven (a full 
number) kings (vs. 10a).  
The seven kings formed the basis of the 
Empire.  
It is difficult to determine the exact names of 
the seven emperors represented here.  
Since John did not name them, it is best to take 
the number as symbolical representing the 
whole series of emperors. 18Adult Bible Class 2019
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Their number would remain "seven" (often 
used as a complete number) no matter how 
long the actual list happened to be.  

John said that five of these kings had fallen, 
one ruled then, and another was going to rule a 
little while (vs. 10b). 
The point he emphasizes here is that the 
emperor line had only a short time to continue 
before the emergence of the eight who would 
be destroyed.
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He said that the beast that was, and is not (the 
one of vss. 7-8), even he is the eight (thus, the 
beast symbolizes a king or emperor) and is of 
the seven (embodied the seven; probably 
Domitian who through cruel persecutions, the 
whole of the emperor system found its 
completion in him).  

Also, He would go into perdition (God 
would soon destroy him and his Empire).
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The ten horns are ten kings who would receive 
authority as kings one hour (for a short time) with 
the beast (vs. 12).  
These were the rulers of the provinces--the ones 
who committed fornication with the harlot (14:8; 
17:2;18; 18:3,9), and the ones who had already been 
called to the great battle (16:14).  
They shall war against the Lamb, but the Lamb shall 
overcome them (see also 19:17-18), for he is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings (vs. 14), and they that are 
with Him are called (2 Thess. 2:14), chosen (2 Thess. 
2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2), and faithful (Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:2).
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These are those saints that overcame with the Lamb 
(12:11; 14:4); they are already "with" Him and shall 
live and reign with Him (20:4).  
The ten kings have one mind to give their authority 
to the Roman Empire (vs. 13). 
They no doubt did this in order to receive benefits 
and rewards, but actually they hated Rome, and the 
time would come when they would play a part in 
her destruction (vs. 16).  (Compare Ezek. 16:37-41).  
God had put in their hearts to fulfill His will, and to 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 
the words of God shall be fulfilled.  
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God has often used men and nations to carry 
out His purpose (2 Chron. 20:23; Hab. 3:6; 
Ezek. 30:24-25).  

These kings would give their kingdom 
unto the beast until the words of God shall 
be fulfilled (until the short time spoken by 
John was completed (17:10; 12:12; 6:11), and 
until that which was spoken by the Old 
Testament prophets was fulfilled (see 
10:7).  
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After that short time, God would 
fulfill His words of judgment 
against the harlot and the beast.  

Verses 15 and 18 identify the 
woman and the waters and aids 
much in the interpretation of 
the book (see charts "'Babylon 
the Great' Which city is it?").
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