
Lesson 

# 9



The victorious Christ is the central 
figure of chapter five.  
In the Father's right hand was a 
book (a sublime and awesome one)

written within and on the 
backside (a complete one, no 
more room for writing) 
which was sealed with seven 
seals (an obscure one, its 
contents unrevealed).
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The breaking of the seals indicates 
the revealing and executing of the 
purpose and plan of God as it relates 
to man on earth as disclosed in the 
chapters which are to follow.

The strong (mighty and powerful) 
angel proclaimed with a great voice, 

"Who is worthy to open the book, 
and to loose the seals thereof?"  
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John weeps when he discovers that no one in 
the entire universe was found worthy to 
open the book or to look thereon.  

No doubt he thought that the revelation was 
halted and the future development 
confronting the church would be unknown.  

However, one of the elders said to him,
"Weep not: behold the Lion of the tribe 
of Juda, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book and to loose 
the seven seals thereof." 
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The Lion represents the ruling one (Gen. 
49:9-10); 

He was a descendant of Judah (Heb. 7:14), 

the Root of David (Isa. 11:1,10; Rom. 15:12; 
Rev. 22:16).  

He "hath prevailed"--has overcome, 
conquered and achieved the victory over sin, 
Satan and death (1 John 3:8; Heb. 2:14-15) 
and, therefore, is worthy to open the seals of 
the book.
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John had been told of a "Lion" when 
he looks he sees a "Lamb."  

Jesus is both; He is as a lion in 
majesty and might and as a lamb in 
meekness and lowliness.  

The sacrificial Lamb obtained the 
eternal redemption (John 1:29; 
Acts 8:32-35; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).
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He was in the midst of the throne (a central 
figure; He is the central figure of redemption) 
and stood as a slain lamb (on Him the 
slaughter marks were visible and though He 
had been slain was now standing and living). 

He had seven horns (fullness of strength and 
honor; horns are the chief weapons and 
ornaments of the animals which possess 
them; hence, they came to signify strength 
and honor).
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 

He had seven eyes (the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all 
the earth, vs. 6).  

Probably this is speaking of the 
fullness of His own Spirit which is 
sent forth through His Word and 
which dwells in the hearts of 
those who receive and retain it, 
John 6:63; 14:23).

Revelation 5:6 (KJV) 
And I beheld, and, lo, in 

the midst of the throne 

and of the four beasts, 

and in the midst of the 

elders, stood the Lamb 

as it had been slain, 

having seven horns and 

seven eyes, which are 

the seven Spirits of God 

sent forth into all the 

earth.
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
Jesus came and took the book out of 
the Father's hand;
He alone has the authority to reveal 
and execute the plan and purpose of 
God.  
When He had taken the book, the 
four beasts (4:6-8 - high ranking 
angels, the cherubims or seraphims) 
and the twenty-four elders (4:4 - the 
redeemed represented by the twelve 
patriarchs and the twelve apostles). 

Revelation 5 (KJV) 

7 And he came 
and took the book 

out of the right 
hand of him that 

sat upon the 
throne. 
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
These fell down (in worship--see vs. 
14) before the Lamb.  
Each of them had harps and golden 
vials (bowls) full of odors (footnote, 
"Or, Incense").  
There can be no question as to what 
the golden bowls full of incense 
represent (vs. 8b; see also Rev. 8:3-4; 
Psalm 141:2)

Revelation 5 (KJV) 
8 And when he had taken 
the book, the four beasts 

and four and twenty 
elders fell down before 
the Lamb, having every 
one of them harps, and 

golden vials full of 
odours, which are the 

prayers of saints.
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
The harps (also mentioned in 14:2 
and 15:2) do not justify instrumental 
music in worship as some claim.  
"That which proves a lot proves too 
much!" 
If this verse justifies instrumental 
music, it also justifies burning 
incense, and 6:2-8 justifies riding 
horses in worship and 7:9 justifies 
wearing white robes and carrying 
palms to worship.  

Revelation 5 (KJV) 

“having 
every one 
of them 
harps”
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
The harps are to be taken 
figuratively as are all the other 
symbols in Revelation.  
Here in 5:8, being connected with 
the prayers of the saints, they 
perhaps represent the songs of the 
saints.

When the book was taken by the Lamb-
-the one who was slain, but prevailed--
three songs of praise were raised in 
adoration. 

Revelation 5 (KJV) 

“having 
every one 
of them 
harps”
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
The first (vss. 9-10) was a new song 
(never before was there a song of 
its kind).  
It was a song of redemption and 
was sung by the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four 
elders.  
The new song was a glorification of 
the victorious Christ who had 
brought redemption to His people. 

Revelation 5 (KJV) 

9 And they sung a new 
song, saying, Thou art 

worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast

slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out 

of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and 

nation; 
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
He had redeemed ("didst purchase" 
ASV) them to God "by his blood" (Rev. 
1:5; Eph. 1:7) out of "every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation" (Dan 
7:13-14). 
He "madest them to be unto our God a 
kingdom and priests; and they reign 
upon the earth" (5:10 ASV; see also Rev. 
1:6; 1 Pet. 2:5,9).  
They have the highest positions and 
offices attainable on earth because of 
Him.

Revelation 5:10 (KJV) 

10 And hast 
made us unto our 

God kings and 
priests: and we 

shall reign on the 
earth.
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
The second song (vss. 11-12) was 
sung by an innumerable host of 
angels (one hundred million, and 
thousands of thousands) and was 
a song of exaltation and praise to 
the victorious Lamb of God.
Angels have an important role in 
the book of Revelation.  
Angels have always had intense 
interest in man (Luke 15:10).

Revelation 5:11 (KJV) 
11 And I beheld, and I 

heard the voice of many 
angels round about the 
throne and the beasts 

and the elders: and the 
number of them was ten 

thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands 

of thousands; 
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
They desired to look into God's plan 
of redemption (1 Pet. 1:10-12) and 
through the establishment of the 
church could see it (Eph. 3:9-10).  
In verse 12 they mention seven 
things of which the Lamb is 
deserving.  
He is worthy of our thanksgiving 
and praise for all that He has done 
and will do for us.

Revelation 5:12 (KJV) 

12 Saying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the 

Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and 

blessing.
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The Lamb of God - (verse ) 
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Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and 
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✴The third and final song (vs. 13) was 
sung by all creation.
✴ (by every created thing; the point 

here is not that the animals will 
literally do it, but if they could, 
this is what they would do). 

✴(Compare Psalm 148 wherein the 
whole creation is invoked to praise 
God).  
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✴ They said, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne (the Father) and unto the Lamb 
(Christ) for ever and ever."  

✴ Thus, God and Christ were worshiped, 
honored, and praised by this great anthem 
that John heard in his heavenly vision of 
God's throne.  

✴ Unto God and Christ be the blessing, honor, 
glory, and dominion for ever and ever for 
their work in creation and redemption.
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