
Lesson  

# 8 



The main theme of chapters 1-3 
was "Christ in he midst of the 
seven golden lampstands."  

We were given a glimpse of the 
glorious reign of Christ 
(chapter 1) and of the seven 
churches as Christ saw them 
(chapter 2-3).   
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Chapters 4-7 deal with the throne scene 
and the loosing of the seven seals. 

In chapter 4, God the Father is the 
central figure.   

He is symbolically described as the 
center of all things as He rules on His 
magnificent throne.   

This chapter marks the beginning of 
the visions that continue in sequence 
through the rest of the book. 
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After these things (referring to what he 
saw in chs. 1-3), John sees a door standing 
open in heaven.   

(Compare Ezek. 1:1; Matt. 3:16).   

As he was looking, a voice as of a trumpet 
spoke to him again as in Rev. 1:10.   

The voice tells him to come up and he will 
be shown the things which must come to 
pass hereafter, that is, in the future after 
the vision 
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Immediately, he beheld a throne set in 
heaven and the one sitting on the throne 
looked: 

like jasper (clear as crystal, Rev. 21:11)  

and sardine (red) stones and there was 
an emerald (green) looking rainbow 
about His throne;  

These things emphasize God's 
magnificence.   
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For other descriptions of His throne, see 
Psalm 89:14; 97:2-3.  Isaiah and Ezekiel also 
had visions of the throne (Isa. 6:1-5; Ezek. 
1:26-28; 10:18-22). 

There are four things common to all:  

the throne,  

the glorious one sitting on the throne, 

the gem-like things round about the 
throne,  
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John sees round about the 
throne twenty-four thrones on 
which twenty-four elders sit 
arrayed in white garments, 
wearing crowns of gold. 

These are mentioned several 
times throughout the book--
4:4,10; 5:5,6,8,11,14; 7:11,13; 11:16; 
14:3; 19:4. 
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These are probably the redeemed 
of the Old and New Testaments, 
holy and victorious (Rev. 3:21; 7:9, 
13-14).   

The redeemed of the O.T. are 
represented by the twelve 
patriarchs and the redeemed of 
the N.T. by the twelve apostles 
thus making twenty-four.  
(Compare Rev. 21:12-14).  
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 The Sights - (verse 5)  

The lightnings, voices, and 
thunders (vs. 5) remind us of 
God's descension on mount 
Sinai (Ex. 19:16-18; Deut. 5:22-
24) and probably symbolizes 
the terror and severity of God 
which in turn should produce 
reverence and awe in man 
(Heb. 12:18-29). 

Revelation 4:5 (NKJV)  

And from the throne 
proceeded lightnings, 

thunderings, and 
voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning 
before the throne, 

which are the seven 
Spirits of God. 
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 The Sights - (verse 5)  

Regarding “the seven Spirits 
of God” (vs. 5), see Rev. 1:4 and 
the notes on that verse.   

The sea of glass (vs. 6) is 
probably only drapery to 
beautify the scene;  

later, those who are victorious 
stand on it (Rev. 15:2). 

 

Revelation 4:5 (NKJV)  

And from the throne 
proceeded lightnings, 

thunderings, and 
voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning 
before the throne, 

which are the seven 
Spirits of God. 
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 The Sights - (verse 6-8)  

The four beasts ("living 
creatures" ASV) in vss. 6-8 are 
not to be confused with the 
"beasts" of chapter 13.   

They resemble those revealed 
in Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:4-14; 10:14-
15, 20-22 

Revelation 4:6 (NKJV)  

Before the throne there 
was a sea of glass, like 

crystal. And in the 
midst of the throne, 

and around the throne, 
were four living 

creatures full of eyes in 
front and in back 
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 The Sights - (verse 6 -8)  

The first was like a lion 
(noble),  

the second like a calf or 
young ox (strong), 

the third had a face as a 
man (wise),  

Revelation 4:7 (NKJV)  

The first living creature 
was like a lion, the 

second living creature 
like a calf, the third 

living creature had a 
face like a man, and the 

fourth living creature 
was like a flying eagle. 
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 The Sights - (verse 6 -8)  

and the fourth was like an eagle 
(swift); hence, they were like the 
noblest, strongest, wisest, and 
swiftest of earth's creatures.  

 

Revelation 4:8 (NKJV)  

The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, 

were full of eyes around 
and within. And they do 

not rest day or night, 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, Who 

was and is and is to 
come!” 
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 The Sights - (verse 6 -8)  

Each of the four living 
creatures had six wings 
(swiftness--can move as 
lightning to carry out God's 
will) and were full of eyes 
round about and within 
(watchfulness--nothing 
escapes their vision 

Revelation 4:8 (NKJV)  

The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, 

were full of eyes around 
and within. And they do 

not rest day or night, 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, Who 

was and is and is to 
come!” 
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 The Sights - (verse 6 -8)  

These are probably the cherubims 
(sometimes called "seraphims," Isa. 
6:1-3) which are high ranking angels 
of some sort (see Gen. 3:24; Ezek. 
10:20).   

In other words, so great is the 
throne that even the all-glorious 
and holy cherubims arrange 
themselves around it in reverence 
and awe. 

Revelation 4:8 (NKJV)  

The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, 

were full of eyes around 
and within. And they do 

not rest day or night, 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, Who 

was and is and is to 
come!” 
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 The Sights - (verse 8-11)  

All the beasts and elders which 
John saw began to glorify God 
(vss. 9-11).   

The four living creatures vocalize 
(they do it without rest, 
constantly, vs. 8)  

a psalm of glory, honor and 
thanks (vss. 8-9) 

Revelation 4:8 (NKJV)  

The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, 

were full of eyes around 
and within. And they do 

not rest day or night, 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, Who 

was and is and is to 
come!” 
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 The Sights - (verse 8-11)  

All the beasts and elders which 
John saw began to glorify God 
(vss. 9-11).   

The four living creatures 
vocalize (they do it without rest, 
constantly, vs. 8)  

a psalm of glory, honor and 
thanks (vss. 8-9 

Revelation 4:9 (NKJV) 

Whenever the living 

creatures give glory 

and honor and 

thanks to Him who 

sits on the throne, 

who lives forever and 

ever, created.” 
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 The Sights - (verse 8-11)  

The twenty-four elders paid 
homage and reverence to the One 
on the throne and express 
adoration because of the creation 
(vss. 10-11).   

As we study these signs and 
symbols here and elsewhere we 
need to focus our attention on the 
central thought and not on the 
intricate details.  

Revelation 4:10 (NKJV) 

the twenty-four elders 

fall down before Him 

who sits on the throne 

and worship Him who 

lives forever and ever, 

and cast their crowns 

before the throne, 

saying: 
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 The Sights - (verse 8-11)  

As in the parables of Jesus, the 
details are only drapery to enhance 
the central thought of the story.  

Thus, the meaning of fourth 
chapter is that the One who sits on 
the throne of heaven with all His 
grandeur and splendor is due all 
glory, honor and praise from all of 
His creatures which He made.  

Revelation 4:11 (NKJV) 

“You are worthy, O 

Lord, To receive glory 

and honor and 

power; For You 

created all things, 

And by Your will they 

exist and were 

created.” 
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✴ They all are and were created for His 
pleasure (vs. 11);  
✴ They were planned in His mind 

and were brought forth for His 
purpose, 

✴ and they should render the praise 
and thanksgiving due Him,  

✴ and should stand in reverence 
and awe before Him. 
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William Blake - The Four and Twenty Elders 
Casting their Crowns before the Divine 
Throne circa 1803-5 Pencil and water colour on 
paper, 354 x 293 mm Presented by the 
executors of W. Graham Robertson through 
the National Art Collections Fund 1949 

This water colour evokes imagery from the 
Book of Revelation, Chapters 4 and 5. St John 
witnesses the glorious vision God, surrounded 
by a rainbow. Around his throne are twenty-
four elders dressed in white and 'four beasts 
full of eyes before and behind'. The deity 
holds 'a book written within and on the 
backside, sealed with seven seals' 
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