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The First Bowl of Wrath – (Sickness)
We have been well prepared for these judgments, 
e.g., announcement of judgment (14:6-13), the 
time of judgment is come (14:14-20), the seven last 
plagues introduced (15:1-8).  
The angels are sent and the judgments of the 
wrath of God come upon the earth (on those who 
worship and serve the beast, vs. 2; on the 
persecutors, vs. 6).  
There are many similarities between these and 
the trumpet plagues (8:7-9; 11:15-19).  
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The First Bowl of Wrath – (Sickness)
Like the trumpets, they represent woes upon the 
wicked and, like the trumpets, a part of their 
symbolism is parallel with the Egyptian plagues. 
However, there is marked difference between the 
bowls and the trumpets.  
The trumpet judgments were calls to repentance 
(9:20-21); the bowl judgments are the final means 
of punishment to avenge the blood of the saints 
(16:5-7).
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The First Bowl of Wrath – (Sickness)
The first was executed and it became a noisome 
and grievous sore on those that had the mark of 
the beast.  
It affected the physical nature of the wicked 
making them sick.
It was not until the fifth trumpet that "men" were 
directly affected, but here in the bowls of wrath 
they are grievously smitten from the first.  For 
some literal examples of God doing this, see 
Deut.28:27; Acts 12:23.
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The Second Bowl of Wrath – (Society Affliction)
The second angel caused the sea to be changed 
into blood and every living creature of the sea 
died.  
In the seals if affects a fourth part (6:8), in the 
trumpets a third part (8:8-9) and here it affects all.  
This shows that the seals and trumpets are partial 
in their nature and served as warnings to the 
oppressors of God's people.  
In contrast, the bowls of wrath are complete and 
final.  
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The Second Bowl of Wrath – (Society Affliction)

As in the Old Testament (Isa. 57:19-20; 
Zech. 10:11), the sea here probably 
represents restless human society which 
brought afflictions on God's people.  
This second plague, therefore, probably 
symbolized another great upheaval in 
society which brought bitterness of life 
and affliction to the wicked.
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The Third Bowl of Wrath – (Natural Calamity)

The third bowl of wrath affected the 
inland waters and they became blood.  
This happened literally in the Egyptian 
plagues (Ex. 7:17-21), but here it is 
figurative of grievous plagues on that 
society.  
An angel proclaims this to be a righteous 
judgment of God for they had poured out 
the blood of the saints and prophets.  
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The Third Bowl of Wrath – (Natural Calamity)
Those who had the mark of the beast (vs. 2; see 
also 9:4; 13:16-17; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4 – and 
those who shed the blood of the saints and 
prophets (vs. 6; also 2:13; 6:9-11; 7:13-14; 12:11; 16:6-7; 
17:6 18:24; 19:2; 20:4  - are the same individuals and, 
thus, identifies the persecuting force as the 
Roman Empire. 

The Roman Empire had caused the blood of the 
martyrs to be poured out and now, figuratively 
speaking, they must drink blood (they must reap 
the consequences of their evil and receive a just 
recompense of reward). 8Adult Bible Class 2019



The Third Bowl of Wrath – (Natural Calamity)
One out of the altar (where the prayers were 
offered, 6:9-10; 8:3-4; 9:13) declared that God's 
judgments are true and righteous (vs. 7).  

He punishes the wicked in accordance with 
their sins.  (See also Psalm 97:2-3; 89:14).  

Verses 5-7, along with 6:6-11; 7:13-14; 12:11; 17:6; 
18:24; 19:2 (chart "The Martyrs of Jesus") are 
key verses in understanding the theme and 
purpose of the book of Revelation.
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The Fourth Bowl of Wrath – (Fire and Famine)
The next bowl was poured out upon the sun 
bringing fiery heat upon the wicked scorching 
them.  
This perhaps represents destruction by 
natural fire (see Ezek. 23:25, 47) or destruction 
by great famine and drought (see Deut. 28:22-
24; Joel 1:14-20).  
The wicked did not repent when scorched 
with great heat; rather, they blasphemed God 
because of it.  
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The Fourth Bowl of Wrath – (Fire and Famine)
The word "blaspheme" means "to rail at or 
revile" (Vine), "to speak of or address with 
irreverence, to revile, to utter blasphemy" 
(Webster).  
Thus, even the scorching heat of God's wrath did not 
melt their obstinate hearts; instead, they added two 
other sins to their wicked lives.  

They blasphemed the name of God who had 
power over these plagues, and they had no 
change of mine or life to give God the glory 
due Him. 11Adult Bible Class 2019



The Fifth Bowl of Wrath – (Internal Decay)
The fifth poured out his bowl upon the throne 
of the beast and his kingdom was darkened.  
When a great nation like the Roman Empire is 
about to fall, the wicked loose all courage in 
despair.  
A hopeless and darkened condition in 
political affairs and the threat of the complete 
collapse of government brought intense 
worry, despair, and pain to the wicked.  
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The Fifth Bowl of Wrath – (Internal Decay)
They gnawed their tongues for pain and 
blasphemed God because of it and did not repent 
of their works.  

Again, instead of recognizing and acknowledging 
their own pride, stubbornness of heart, and 
rebellion against God as the cause of their 
condition, they blasphemed the God of heaven and 
refused to repent.

We cannot be dogmatic as to what these calamities 
actually were, but we know they represent acts of 
God against the wicked in order that God's cause 
might be vindicated. 13Adult Bible Class 2019



The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)
When the sixth is poured out, there is a picture of 
the preparation for war.  
Euphrates being dried up to make the way of the 
kings easy gives the picture of external invasions 
and wars (similar to the 6th trumpet, 9:13-21).  
Three unclean spirits like frogs came out of the 
mouth of the dragon (Satan, 12:3,9), the beast (evil 
government, 13:1-10), and the false prophet (false 
religion, 13:11-18). 
These are spirits of devils working their falsehood and 
deception (false miracles, vs. 14; 13:13-14) to prepare the 
kings for the battle (vs. 14). 14Adult Bible Class 2019



The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)
These kings, different from the ones in vs. 12, 
are probably the kings of the provinces as in 
17:12-14.
This war is said to be the battle of the great day 
of God Almighty (vs. 14) in the place which is 
called in the Hebrew, Armageddon (vs. 16).  
Armageddon (also called "the valley of Jezreel") 
is the famous Hebrew battlefield.  

Barak and Deborah, Gideon, King Saul, and 
Josiah are some of those who fought there.  
(See Judges 5:19; 2 Kings 23:29-30). 
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The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)
Armageddon (also called "the valley of Jezreel")
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The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)
Regarding the expression, "the great day" (vs. 
14), see Joel 2:11; Zeph. 1:14.  
Armageddon, therefore, to the Hebrews is 
where the righteous and the wicked engaged in 
battle.
At this great battle God will intervene and the 
enemies of the saints will be destroyed.  
It seems to be a far-fetched view to think that 
the battle of Armageddon will be a literal, 
universal war that will occur just before the 
second coming of Christ.
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The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)

Verse 15 contains one of the seven 
beatitudes in Revelation (see also 1:3; 14:13; 
19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14).

We should be ready, watching and 
waiting at all times because Jesus will 
come as a thief (not in the sense of 
unnoticed, but unexpected).  

Those who do not keep their garments, 
being unprepared, will stand naked 
before God.  18Adult Bible Class 2019



The Sixth Bowl of Wrath – (External Invasions)

Concerning "coming as a thief" see Matt. 
24:43-44; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 3:3), and 
regarding "keepeth his garments" see Rev. 
3:4; 19:8.  
Consequently, in the midst of the scene of 
the gathering army and decisive battle, 
verse 15 stands as a warning and 
exhortation to the saints not to be 
deceived or led astray by what is taking 
place. 19Adult Bible Class 2019



The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)
The forces of evil cannot defeat the cause of 
righteousness.  
The seventh is poured out and there came a great 
voice out of the temple of heaven from the throne 
saying, "It is done" (the series of plagues are now 
completed).  
Also, there were voices, thunders, lightnings, and 
great earthquake.  
In the seventh seal there were voices, thunders, 
lightnings and an earthquake (8:5) and in the 
seventh trumpet there were these same four, to 
which was added "and great hail" (11:19).  20Adult Bible Class 2019



The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)
The descriptions in verse 18 of the greatness of the 
earthquake and of the great hail (vs. 21) shows 
that this was a more intense judgment than 
before. 
The great city (city of Rome, 11:8,13; 14:8; 16:19; 
17:18; 18:10,16,19,21; 19:2 – see slides on "That Great 
City") was divided into three parts:
(was broken up) and great Babylon came in 
remembrance before God
(God remembered to punish her for her sins, 18:5; 
compare 1 Sam. 15:1-3)
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The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)
Babylon stood in the minds of God's people of the Old 
Testament as a world power against God and His 
people.  

The "Babylon" of God's people in John's day was 
Rome.

Concerning verse 20, a similar removal of islands was 
pictured in the sixth seal (6:14).  
Ezekiel likewise described the fall of Tyre by saying, 
"Now the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the 
isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy 
departure."  (Ezek. 26:18).  
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The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)
Later, by the Holy Spirit John repeats Ezekiel's 
descriptions when he describes the fall of the great city 
(ch. 18).  
Great hailstones, "every one about the weight of a 
talent," (about a hundred pounds) were cast from 
heaven upon the wicked and they blasphemed God 
because of the plague. 
God intervened in this way literally to help His people 
in the Old Testament (Joshua 10:11); however, in 
Revelation we understand it to be figurative of a great 
sweeping plague of destruction.  (Also see Psalm 18:6-
17). 
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The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)

Once again, instead of repenting, the 
wicked blasphemed God because of the 
plague (see also vss. 9, 11).  
God's efforts to soften their hearts 
resulted in their complete hardening.
This shows that John's vision was not 
one of the final judgment because in 
that day men will not have opportunity 
to repent or rebel.

24Adult Bible Class 2019



The Bowls Of Wrath were all against the same 
individuals - THE "BOWLS OF WRATH" AFFECT WHOM?

First Bowl: Upon the men who had the mark 
of the beast.
Third Bowl: For they have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets.
Fourth Bowl: Because of these plagues they 
blasphemed God.
Fifth Bowl: On the throne of the beast.  
Because of their pain and sores they 
blasphemed God.
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The Bowls Of Wrath were all against the same 
individuals - THE "BOWLS OF WRATH" AFFECT WHOM?

Sixth Bowl: The dragon (Satan, 12:9), the beast (Roman 
Empire, 13:1-10), and the false prophet (false religion 
that supported the Empire, 13:11-18) gathered the kings 
of the earth to the battle of that great day of God.  The 
battle in the verses is against those of the beast and the 
false prophet.  See also 17:12-14.
Seventh Bowl: The great city, Babylon, was 
remembered before God to punish her.  Because of the 
plague of hail, they blasphemed God.  "Therefore her 
plagues will come in one day--death and morning and 
famine."  (18:8).
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The Seventh Bowl of Wrath – (Severe Judgment)
Thus, involved in the seven plagues are things which 
led to the downfall of Rome., e.g., natural calamity, 
internal decay, external invasion.  
The plagues were not designed to satisfy curiosity 
about the future.  
They were designed to set forth the ultimate 
triumph of righteousness over the evil forces which 
oppose it.
This was the message to the Christians of Asia 
Minor.  
It assured them of the certain victory of Christianity 
over Rome. 
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Concluding Statements:
Though Rome controlled the world, though it looked 
supreme and in-destructible, and though it appeared 
as if it would conquer and destroy Christianity, God 
brought it to its doom and it received its ultimate 
judgment.  
In a similar manner today, the book assures us of the 
certain victory of Christ's cause over the forces of 
Satan, and though Satan is using different forces today 
to war against the church (Catholicism, 
Denominationalism, Evolutionism, Humanism, 
Materialism, Apostate Church, etc.), the outcome will 
be the same.
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