
Lesson 

# 19



THE Seven Angels: Interlude of Praise
Another sign in introduced--seven angels 
having seven last plagues.  
These are the last judgments which God 
brought upon the wicked of that day. 

First, however, we have a brief interlude as 
the redeemed--those who came off 
victorious from the beast--sing praise to 
God.  

The sea of glass was introduced in the throne 
scene in 4:6.
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THE Seven Angels: Interlude of Praise
Those who had obtained victory over the beast 
(the martyrs) are before the throne of God (the 
same as in 7:9-17 and 14:1-5).  
The sea of glass "mingled with fire" perhaps 
symbolized the fire of God's judgment on the 
beast or the persecutions by which the saints were 
purified. 
Their having harps of God symbolized their praise 
and adoration to God.
The victorious sing the song of Moses and the 
song of the Lamb.
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THE Seven Angels: Interlude of Praise
When Israel stood on the banks of the Red Sea and saw 
Pharaoh and all his army drowned, Moses sung a song 
of victory (Ex. 15).
Likewise, the victorious saints when standing on the 
sea of glass sing a song of exaltation and praise to God 
for His works, justice, and holiness. 
Much of the language given in the praise is parallel to 
expressions found in the Psalms. 
(Compare Psalm 89:9; 111:2; 139:14; 145:17).
Much comfort and joy was brought to the suffering 
saints on earth when they beheld this glorious and 
triumphant scene.
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THE Seven Angels: Introduction To The Bowls
After these things (after the interlude of 
praise) the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened (meaning 
God will now reveal His righteous works and 
keep His pledge of vindication) and the seven 
angels that had the seven plagues came out.
They came out from the temple (where the 
throne is, 16:17) which means they came out 
from the presence of God.
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THE Seven Angels: Introduction To The Bowls
They were clothed in pure and white linen (some 
ancient manuscripts have "stone;" see ASV and its 
footnote) and having their breasts girded with 
golden girdles (such as was worn by the glorified 
Christ; see 1:13). 
Their appearance represents the fact that they are 
glorious messengers of God.
One of the four living creatures (cherubims, 4:6-9) 
gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials 
("bowls" ASV) full of the wrath of God. 
The bowls are of gold; they are used in the service of 
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THE Seven Angels: Introduction To The Bowls
All of the instruments of the temple in the 
Old Testament were of pure gold.
They are "full of the wrath of God" indicating 
God will not tolerate the wicked any longer; 
the time for their judgment has come.  
The temple was filled with the glory of God 
and no one was able to enter it until the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were completed 
(vs. 8). 
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THE Seven Angels: Introduction To The Bowls
This corresponds to the times when the tabernacle 
(Ex. 40:34-35) and the temple were completed (1 
Kings 8:10-11).  
The fact that none were able to enter until the seven 
plagues were finished shows that the wrath of God 
was altogether full.  
There would be no room for intercession now.  
The bowls were ready to be emptied; the judgment 
has come.
The word "plagues" (vss. 1, 6, 8) is a key word to the 
correct interpretation of the bowls of wrath of 
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