
Lesson 

# 17



THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

In chapter thirteen we are introduced to two 
beasts. 

One came up out of the sea (vss. 1-10) and the 
other out of the earth (vss. 11-18).

Notice the awesome description of the first.  
He has seven heads (symbolizing seven kings, 
17:9-11).
He has ten horns (ten kings of the ten 
provinces, 17:12-13) and ten crowns (not 
identified by John).
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

Upon his heads are names of blasphemy which 
depicted the evil claims and assertions connected 
with emperor worship.

He was liken unto a leopard with feet as a bear 
and a mouth as a lion.  

One of his heads had a deadly wound but it was 
healed.  
This is probably referring to the death of Nero, the 
first emperor who persecuted the church, whose 
policy of persecution was revived by Domitian.
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

The world rendered homage to the dragon who 
had given his authority to the beast for to them 
this power seemed absolute and invincible.
In Daniel, chapters 2 and 7, the iron kingdom or 
the fourth great beast is the fourth ruling world 
empire.

This kingdom would be in rule when the 
church would be established (Dan. 2:43-44).

There are many similarities of the beasts of Daniel 
7 and Revelation 13.
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

Both came up out of the sea (evil world 
governments arising from society, Dan. 7:3; Rev. 
13:1).
Daniel's fourth beast was more fierce and terrible 
than the rest (Dan. 7:7); John's beast had 
characteristics that made up Daniel's three 
previous beasts (Rev. 13:2).
Daniel's beast spoke words against the Most High 
(Dan. 7:8, 25); John's spoke blasphemies against 
God (Rev. 13:1, 5-6).  
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

Daniel's beast devoured, broke in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with its feet (Dan. 7:7, 19), 
and the world thought that none was able to war 
against John's beast (Rev. 13:4). 
Both had ten horns (Dan 7:20; Rev. 1:1) and made 
war with the saints and overcame them (Dan 7:21, 
25; Rev. 13:7).  
Both had authority over the earth dwellers (Dan. 
7:25; Rev. 13:8) for an indefinite period of time 
(Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:5).  
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

Daniel also strongly emphasized that in spite of 
the efforts of the beast, the saints would possess 
the kingdom which would prove it to be an 
everlasting kingdom (Dan. 2:44; 7:18, 25-27).  

John likewise teaches the same (Rev. 11:15; 
12:10).

There is no other such parallelism to John's vision 
found elsewhere in the Scriptures. 
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire) 

Therefore, that the beast of Daniel 7 (the fourth 
world government from Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 
7:23; also Dan. 2:36-45) and Revelation 13 are the 
same and they represent the Roman Empire.

We have now positively identified the 
persecuting force in the book of Revelation. 

As we have shown repeatedly by various charts, all 
of the book is tied together as a unit.
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire) 
Thus, the whole of the book reveals the destruction the 
Roman Empire and the persecuting forces against the 
Righteous of God.
Note this Chart: A WORLD WIDE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE PERSECUTORS - "Inhabitants of the Earth"–
"Those without the seal of God"

Revelation 8:13 – And I looked, and I heard an angel 
flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a 
loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the 
earth, because of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are about to 
sound!" 

9Adult Bible Class 2019



THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire) 
Revelation 9:4 – They were commanded not to harm the grass 
of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those 
men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 
Revelation 11:10 – And those who dwell on the earth will 
rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, 
because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on 
the earth.
Revelation 11:18 – The nations were angry, and Your wrath has 
come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and 
the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, 
and should destroy those who destroy the earth. 

10Adult Bible Class 2019



THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)
Revelation 13:8 – And all who dwell on the earth 
will worship him, whose names have not been 
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. 
Revelation 13:12 – And he exercises all the 
authority of the first beast in his presence, and 
causes the earth and those who dwell in it to 
worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed.
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)
Revelation 13:14 – And he deceives those who dwell 
on the earth by those signs which he was granted to 
do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell 
on the earth to make an image to the beast who was 
wounded by the sword and lived. 
Revelation 14:15-16 – And another angel came out of 
the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat 
on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the 
time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the 
earth is ripe."  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in 
His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)
Revelation 14:18-19 – And another angel came out from the 
altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud 
cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in 
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth, for her grapes are fully ripe."  So the angel thrust 
his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the 
earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath 
of God. 
Revelation 16:2 – So the first went and poured out his bowl 
upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon 
the men who had the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped his image. 
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)
Revelation 17:2 – With whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the 
earth were made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication. 
Revelation 17:8 – The beast that you saw was, and 
is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit 
and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the 
earth will marvel, whose names are not written in 
the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, 
when they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is. 
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman 
Empire)

Revelation 19:2 – For true and righteous are 
His judgments, because He has judged the 
great harlot who corrupted the earth with her 
fornication; and He has avenged on her the 
blood of His servants shed by her. 
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)

The beast received its authority from the 
dragon (Satan, Rev. 12:9; 13:2).  
The devil is using the Roman Empire 
represented in the emperor to war against the 
saints.
Satan and his forces will be defeated.  The 
blood of the saints will be avenged, and their 
kingdom will be proven to be everlasting.  

This is the theme and purpose of the book. 
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THE  5th FIGURE – The Sea Beast (Roman Empire)
Concerning "the book of life" (vs. 8b), 

Compare Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; Luke 10:20, 
And regarding "the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world" (vs. 8c), see Eph. 
1:4; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:20. 

It was not that Christ actually died before the 
foundation of the world or that individuals were 
chosen then (see ASV on vs. 8), but it was God's 
plan before He made the world that Christ 
should die and those in Christ be chosen. 
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

John sees another beast coming up out of the 
earth.  
The next force that the devil uses is false religion 
which is paganism and emperor worship.  
False religion in that day was backed by the 
government.  
The beast out of the earth had two horns like unto 
a lamb (appearance harmless) and he spoke as a 
dragon (like the devil himself--his lies appear as 
the truth).
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

What could appear more harmless than a 
religion? 
The devil in the same manner uses his religions to 
war against the saints today.
The earth-beast exercised all the authority of the 
first and caused all the earth-dwellers to worship 
the first.
In other words, this beast backed by the power of 
the government, insisted that all worship the state 
symbolized in the emperor

19Adult Bible Class 2019



THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

This was emphasized under Domitian, in whom 
the deadly wound was healed. 
Regarding the "deadly would healed" (vs. 12b) and 
"the wound by a sword, and did live" (vs. 14b), see 
13:3.
Those of the earth followed this beast as they did 
the first one (vss. 8, 14).
They followed him because of the great wonders 
("signs" ASV) which he performed.  
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

The true witnesses had power over fire by which to 
devour their enemies (11:5); thus, the false prophet 
imitates this power with pseudo-wonders and 
signs in order to deceive the world. 
Verse 14 establishes that these signs were not 
genuine but were deceptions.
There is a lesson here for those of today who like 
to rely on their so-called miracles (see also 2 
Thess. 2:9-12; Matt. 7:22-23).

21Adult Bible Class 2019



THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

The earth-beast causes the people to worship the 
first beast and to make an image to him (vss. 12, 
14). 
He had power to give life (footnote: "Gr. breath") 
unto the image of the beast. 
Paganism which had control over it subjects 
caused people to worship the image.  
Also, he caused those who would not worship the 
image to be killed (he introduced martyrdom of 
the saints on a large scale).  
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

The power of death for those who refused to pay homage 
to the emperor rested in the religious hierarchy which in 
turn was backed by the power of the empire.
Through the hierarchy Christians were put in the 
position where they had to either confess Christ or 
Caesar as Lord; therefore, choosing Christ meant 
choosing death.
Also, the beast sought to cause all (no exceptions--from 
the highest official to the lowest slave) to receive the 
mark of the beast (again, he imitates God's action, 7:3; 
9:4; 14:1). 
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

As God's seal placed on the foreheads of the saints 
was not literal but figurative of his recognition of 
his own, so the mark of the beast is symbolic of 
those officially belonging to Satan.  
Later, those with the mark of the beast receive the 
wrath of God (14:9-10; 16:2; 19:20).  
Those who did not receive the mark of the beast 
were refused the privileges of buying and selling 
(vss. 16-17).
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THE  6th FIGURE – The Earth Beast (False Religion--
Later Called the False Prophet, 16:13; 19:20; 20:10)

This is a well-known fact in Roman history in the 
time of Domitian.
Images were set up to make worship of the 
emperor easier and those who refused to worship 
the image were refused the privileges of buying 
and selling in the market places.  
Thus, those with the mark of the beast were those 
who yielded to the idolatrous edicts of the Roman 
emperor.
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IN CONCLUSION:
John shows in verse 17 that the mark of the beast 
(the first one), the name of the beast and the 
number of his name are all the same.  
In verse 18, he shows that the number of the beast 
(666) is the number of a man.
In other words, he is identifying the first beast for 
us; it represents a man (the emperor of the Roman 
Empire).
Thus, the forces of evil are engaged in battle with 
the forces of righteousness.
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IN CONCLUSION:

The dragon, identified as the devil, 
uses the force of the Empire embodied 
in the emperor, and the forces of false 
religion, embodied in paganism and 
emperor worship.
These appeared in that day as the 
conquering power over Christianity.

27Adult Bible Class 2019


