
THE SUMMARY OF THE FIRST HALF

By way of summary, we have 
studied regarding:

The seven churches (chs. 1-3), 
The seven seals (chs. 4-7)
The seven trumpets (chs. 8-11)

Next we will study the seven 
figures (chs. 12-14)
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Lesson 

# 16



THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

In this section we have an altogether different 
vision, but it deals with the same period of 
time that we have already studied.
We do not step out of that era into another.  
We get a glimpse of the actual struggle at work 
between God and Satan.  
God uses His forces (Christ and His followers) 
and Satan uses his (evil governments and 
false religions).
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

In chapters 12-14 seven majestic figures or 
personages are involved in the intense 
conflict: 

(1) the woman, 
(2) the great dragon, 
(3) the man child, 
(4) Michael, 
(5) the sea beast, 
(6) the earth beast, 
and (7) the Lamb with the 144,000.
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

John says, "And there appeared a great wonder 
(footnote: "Or, sign"; chapters 12-14 are highly 
symbolical) in heaven" (as seen from heaven's 
viewpoint).  
First, he sees a woman of glorious 
appearance.  
She was clothed with the sun (glorious and 
exalted) and had the moon under her feet 
(dominion).  
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

She had on her head a crown of twelve stars 
(victorious).
Also, the radiant woman being with child 
"cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered" (vs. 2).  
This woman probably does not represent the 
Jewish nation or the virgin Mary, but the 
spiritual remnant through which the Messiah 
would come. 
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

This view is sustained by Micah who said, "Be in 
pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, 
like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth 
out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, 
and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou 
be delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from 
the hand of thine enemies."  (Micah 4:10). 
The one brought forth by the daughter of Zion 
would "be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting."  (Micah 5:2) 
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

Micah also added, "Therefore will he give 
them up, until the time that she which 
travaileth hath brought forth: then the 
remnant of his brethren shall return unto the 
children of Israel.  And he shall stand and 
feed in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God; and 
they shall abide: for now shall he be great 
unto the ends of the earth."  (Micah 5:3-4)
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THE FIRST FIGURE – THE GLORIOUS WOMEN 
(The Faithful Remnant)

This woman gloriously arrayed represents more 
than just the Patriarchical and Mosaical
remnant.  
After bearing the man child she came to 
symbolize all of those "who keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ" (vs. 17).  
Paul said, "Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace" (Rom. 11:5). 9Adult Bible Class 2019



The Second Figure – The Great Red 
Dragon (Satan – cf. 12:9; 20:2)

John sees another wonder in heaven--"a 
great red dragon."  He is pictured as a 
dragon to demonstrate his monstrous 
nature.  
Notice his vivid description: 

He had ten horns (symbol of power) and 
seven crowned heads (dominion).
The crowns ("diadems" ASV) were worn 
by royalty (hence, a symbol of authority).
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The Second Figure – The Great Red Dragon 
(Satan – cf. 12:9; 20:2)

The dragon's tail drew the third part of 
the stars of heaven and cast them to the 
earth.  
He was of immense size, power, and 
fury.  Also, he stood before the woman 
to devour (to eat up greedily or 
ravenously, to seize upon and destroy) 
her child as soon as it was born.
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The Second Figure – The Great Red Dragon 
(Satan – cf. 12:9; 20:2)

Thus, from the time in the garden of 
Eden (Gen. 3:15) to this point in the 
conflict, the dragon has stood ready 
to destroy the Seed when He would 
come. 
The dragon, of course, is Satan, the 
old serpent, the devil (vs. 9; 20:2).
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The Third Figure – The Man Child (Christ)
The man child no doubt represents 
Christ.  
He is the one who was to rule the 
nations with a "rod of iron" (Psalm 2:6-
9; 110:1-7; Rev. 19:11-16).  
He was "caught up" to God not for 
protection but to establish His rule.  
(See 1 Pet. 3:22; Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:20-23 
Rev. 3:21).  
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The Third Figure – The Man Child (Christ)
Dan. 7:13-14 says, “I saw in the night visions, 

and, behold, one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him.  And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed”
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The Third Figure – The Man Child (Christ)
One short verse (Rev. 12:5) covers the entire time 

from Christ's birth to His crowning in heaven.
The woman receives divine protection during 
the time of the dragon's persecution (vs. 6, 13-
14). 

Five verses describe the same period of time-
-11:2,3; 12:6,14; 13:5.  
The faithful remnant (represented by the 
woman) would not be destroyed but would 
be protected and aided by God.
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel – cf. 
Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel – Daniel 
10:13,21; 12:1)

John sees a war in heaven.  He sees Michael and 
his angels going forth to war with the dragon and 
his angels.
The great dragon and his angels are cast out (they 
are defeated). 
This represents the spiritual battle that was going 
on in John's day because verse 11 says that they 
(the saints who had been martyred) overcame 
him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony. 16Adult Bible Class 2019



The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel 
– cf. Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel 
– Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1)

"The word of their testimony" is the same 
"testimony" or "witness" under 
consideration throughout the book 
(1:2,9; 6:9; 11:7; 12:11; 12:17; 19:10; 20:4).
The expression, "They loved not their 
lives unto death" means that they were 
willing to give up their lives.  
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel –
cf. Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel –
Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1)

They are the same "martyrs of Jesus" 
described throughout the book (2:13, 
6:9-11; 7:13-17; 16:6-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 
20:4).  
Thus, the martyred saints in John's 
day had a part in this victory over 
Satan.
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel – cf. 
Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel – Daniel 
10:13,21; 12:1)

In verse 10, when Satan was defeated, 
John said that he heard a loud voice saying 
in heaven, ….
"Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God and the power of 
his Christ: for (or "because") the accuser of 
our brethren is cast down..."
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel – cf. 
Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel – Daniel 
10:13,21; 12:1)

This does not mean that the kingdom was 
established at a later date than the day of 
Pentecost (Jehovah's Witnesses' teaching on 
this verse), but those things (salvation, 
kingdom, etc.) were completely realized when 
Satan's forces were defeated.
In other words, the victory at that time over 
Satan and his forces demonstrated that the 
kingdom was indeed an everlasting kingdom.
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel – cf. 
Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel – Daniel 
10:13,21; 12:1)

This is the same as taught in 11:15 and the same 
principle as in 10:7 (completing the prophets), 
and precisely as Daniel had said in Dan. 7:21-
27.
Those above in heaven were to rejoice because 
Satan had been cast down, but those below on 
earth were to beware because Satan had but a 
short time before his forces would be 
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The Fourth Figure – Michael (The Archangel – cf. 
Jude 9 – The Price of the People of Israel – Daniel 
10:13,21; 12:1)

The blood of the martyrs was quickly to be 
avenged but in the mean time Satan would try to 
hurt and kill as many Christians as he could. 
The "short time" of Satan and the "little season" of 
the martyrs are the same (see 6:11).
In 20:1-3, Satan's short time ends which means that 
the martyrs' little season ended, and also that 
during the thousand years, Satan's extensive 
power to put Christians to death would be taken 
away. 22Adult Bible Class 2019



In verse 13 Satan persecuted the woman (he 
would destroy her if he could) but in verse 14 
she is given divine protection. 

She was given two wings of a great eagle 
that she might fly into the wilderness and 
there be nourished during the time of 
persecution.  
The expression "bore you on eagles 
wings" was used in the O.T. as a symbol of 
divine aid (Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11-12).
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Again, the period of time given in verse 14 
is the same as 11:2-3; 12:6; 13:5 and Dan. 7:25 
("time" one year, "times" two years, and 
"half a time" half a year -- 1,260 days, 42 
months, or 3 ½ years).  
This represents an indefinite period of 
time through which the spiritual remnant 
would undergo persecution. 

The serpent cast out of his mouth water as a 
river after the woman.
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This stream that the devil cast out is 
probably a great line of falsehood against 
God's people (false charges, malicious 
reports, etc.) and the earth swallowed it.
This helped the righteous instead of 
destroying them.
As long as the faithful drink from the 
fountain of divine truth and the world from 
the river of Satan's lies, a separation 
between them will remain.
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It is only when Christians begin to compromise 
with Satan's falsehoods that tragedy results.  
The devil was furious with the woman when he saw 
that he failed to sweep her away with his flood and, 
thus, he turns to make war with the remnant ("rest" 
ASV) of her seed who keep the commandments of 
God and hold the testimony of Jesus. 
The dragon had been defeated in his effort to 
devour the man child who was caught up to God 
and His throne. 
He had failed to sweep away the woman when the 
earth swallowed up his river of lies.
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Made furious by these two 
defeats, he now turns to 
persecute the woman's other 
offspring (the New Testament 
remnant, the saints).  

These saints are assured victory in 
Christ.  

We, too, can have victory through 
Christ (Rom. 8:31-39).
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