
Lesson 

# 13



Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing 
the “Mark of the Beast”

Revelation 8:13 – Woe, woe, woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth, because of the 
remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!
Revelation 9:4 – They were commanded not 
to harm the grass of the earth, or any green 
thing, or any tree, but only those men who 
do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 

2Adult Bible Class 2019



Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing 
the “Mark of the Beast”

Revelation 13:16-17 – And he causes all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and 
slave, to receive a mark on their right hand 
or on their foreheads, and that no one may 
buy or sell except one who has the mark or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name. 

The main reason Christians suffered so 
much under this edict.
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Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing the “Mark 
of the Beast”

Revelation 14:9-11 – Then a third angel followed them, 
saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast 
and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or 
on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into 
the cup of His indignation. And he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  And the smoke 
of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they 
have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."
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Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing the “Mark 
of the Beast”

Revelation 15:2 – And I saw something like a sea of 
glass mingled with fire, and those who have the 

victory over the beast, over his image and over 

his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 
Revelation 16:2 – So the first went and poured out 
his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome 
sore came upon the men who had the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. 
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Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing the 
“Mark of the Beast”

Revelation 19:20 – Then the beast was 
captured, and with him the false prophet 
who worked signs in his presence, by 
which he deceived those who received the 
mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped his image. These two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 

End result of those who reject God.
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Those without the “Seal of God” – Bearing the “Mark 
of the Beast”

Revelation 20:4 – And I saw thrones, and they 
sat on them, and judgment was committed to 
them. And I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and 
for the word of God, who had not worshiped 
the beast or his image, and had not received 
his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. 
And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years.
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) 
the Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

In this chapter we begin a study of the three 
woe trumpets.
These will be more severe than the first four 
(corresponding to what was said in 8:13).
The fifth angel sounded and John sees a star 
fall from heaven to the earth. 
The star becomes personified for he receives 
the key to open the bottomless pit.
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

This star is probably not Satan as most 
commentaries state, but is the angel which has 
the "key" of the bottomless pit (see Rev. 20:1).  

The bottomless pit ("pit of the abyss" ASV) as 
seen from other verses is the abode of the 
devil (Rev. 17:8; 20:1-3).

When he opened the bottomless pit, a great 
smoke ascended from it and out of the smoke 
came forth locust and they were given power like 
that of scorpions.
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

From the time of Moses locusts have 
been instruments of divine judgment 
(Ex. 10:3-6; Deut. 28:38-42; 1 Kings 8:37; 
Joel 2:1-11, 25).  
Here they are commanded to hurt only 
those men which have not the seal of 
God in their foreheads. 

Important to Note this fact***
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

In the book of Revelation we have:
Those who have the seal God on their 
foreheads (7:3-8).

Those who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads (9:4).

Those who have the mark of the beast (13:16-
17, 14:9,11; 16:2; 19:20).

Those who did not have the mark of the 
beast (15:2; 20:4).
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

Verse 5 shows that the locust did not have 
power to kill but only to torment five 
months.  
The "five months" (mentioned also in vs. 
10) shows that the judgment was for a 
definite period of time and that it was not 
a complete judgment.  
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) 
the Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

Regarding verse 6, see Job 3:21; 7:15; Jer. 
8:3 which are more examples of some 
wishing to die.

These locust, therefore, represent 
forces which caused those who were 
not Christians to receive intense 
worry, uncertainty, and uneasiness.  
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) 
the Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

An example of this would be the threat of 
collapse of economy, a long line of 
corrupt rulers, and invasion of outside 
forces.  
These things do not affect the Christians, 
but to the ungodly, it brings torment.  
In this connection, see Psalm 46:1-3; Isa. 
54:10.
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) 
the Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

Verses 7-10 give an eight-fold 
description of the locust.  
The "as it were" phrase indicates 
imitation, not genuine.
Many of the expressions are similar to 
Joel's figurative description of locust 
which came in his day--see Joel 2:1-11, 
25.  
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

They were shaped like horses prepared for battle 
(powerful); 

had crowns of gold on their heads (victorious); 
faces like men (humanistic); 
hair like women (beautiful); 
teeth like lions (devouring); breastplates of 
iron (impregnable); 
wings that sounded like many chariots running 
to battle (forceful);
and tails like scorpions (destructive).  
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The Sounding of the 5Th Trumpet (Locust) the 
Uncertainty, Worry and Uneasiness

In verse 11, the Hebrew word "Abaddon" 
means "destruction" and the Greek word 
"Apollyon" means "destroyer."  
Again, this is not necessarily Satan, but is 
probably an angel so named.
Please see 1 Cor. 10:10 where God is spoken 
of as the destroyer.  
Here it is not Satan's forces at work, but 
God's against the children of Satan.
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are 
Slain (War and Invasion from Other Lands)

The sixth angel sounded and John 
heard a voice from the horns of the 
golden altar which is before God.  

This is where the prayers of the 
saints had been presented (8:3-4) 
and their cry at this time was for the 
avenging of their blood (6:10-11; 
18:20; 19:2).  
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are 
Slain (War and Invasion from Other Lands)

The voice tells the sixth angel to loose the four 
angels that are bound at the great river 
Euphrates.  
The time fixed by God for them to be loosed 
had come; thus, they will now do their 
destructive work.  
The number of the army of the horsemen was a 
great complete number.  

Notice the vivid description given 
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are 
Slain (War and Invasion from Other Lands)

The horses had heads as of lions, and fire, 
smoke and brimstone proceeded out of their 
mouths.  
The horses also had power in their tails like 
serpents that could hurt men.  
By their three-fold power they killed a "third 
part" of men.  
For a vivid description of the war-horse, see 
Job 39:19-25.
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are 
Slain (War and Invasion from Other Lands)

The sixth trumpet or second woe, 
therefore, describes the unleashing of 
armies that bring destruction to a third 
part of those without the seal of God in the 
foreheads.  
These probably were the Parthians in the 
East--from the land of the Euphrates.  
As always, John's use of the term 
"Euphrates" is figurative and not literal.
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are 
Slain (War and Invasion from Other Lands)

God's forces of vengeance against the 
persecutors (the theme of the book, 6:9-
11; 7:13-17; 13:7-8; 16:6-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 
20:4), where held in restraint at their 
border until a time determined by Him.  
The destruction of the enemies of God's 
people would shortly come to pass.  
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The Sounding of the 6Th Trumpet - Men Are Slain 
(War and Invasion from Other Lands)

The theme of the book is not "God's determined 
punishment on Israel (Jews)" as some try to 
claim.  

If that is the theme of the book, where are 
the verses which indicate it?

Verse 20 – seals this for me:
From the time of the return from captivity –
thru Christ and the establishment of the 
church – when did the Jews go back to idols 
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The Sad Condition – The Refusal To Repent
We have before us now two of the major things 
which played a part in overthrowing the 
persecuting force: natural calamities and 
external invasion.  
God used these various means not only to 
avenge His people but also to bring the 
ungodly to repentance (vss. 20-21).  

These things help the Christians to see 
that their enemies will never triumph over 
Christianity.  
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The Sad Condition – The Refusal To Repent
Still after these six "plagues" (a key word 
to the correct interpretation of the book-
-see 16:9; 18:8; 22:18), they refused to 
repent, but continued in their evil: 
idolatry, murders, sorcery, theft, 
fornication.  
This again aids in understanding which 
persecuting force the plagues were 
primarily against.
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The Sad Condition – The Refusal To Repent
The Roman nation at that time was 
idolatrous, but the Jewish nation was not.
Since they would not repent, the only 
thing left for them is the heavier judgment 
of God.  
The trumpets do not refer to the end of 
the world as some think.  
No one will be given opportunity to repent 
when the Lord comes (2 Thess. 1:6-9).
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