
Lesson 

# 12



The Seventh Seal – Ushers In The Trumpets
As the seventh seal was opened there was a 
great silence in heaven. 
Silence in the Old Testament indicates 
prelude to judgment and that God was about 
to act (Zech 2:13; Zeph. 1:7).
This silence here in Revelation makes the 
vision more impressive.
The seven angels which stood before God 
were each given a trumpet. 
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The Seventh Seal – Ushers In The Trumpets
They will later in sequence sound their trumpets 
and great plagues will come forth.
The "censer" (vs. 3) was a vessel that was used for 
holding incense while it was being burned (Lev. 
16:11-13).  
The "incense" which was to be offered "with" the 
prayers of the saints no doubt stands for the 
intercession with prayers (made both by the Holy 
Spirit and Christ, Rom. 8:26-27, 34).
The prayers of "all" the saints are mentioned here 
as opposed to only those under the altar in 6:9-10.
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The Seventh Seal – Prayer and Response
The "smoke" which ascended up before God 
(vs. 4) indicates that the prayers were 
acknowledged, heard and received at the 
throne (similar to the phrase, "sweet 
smelling savor," Gen. 8:21; 2 Cor. 2:15; Eph. 
5:2; Phil. 4:18).  
The angel filled the censer with fire from the 
altar and cast it upon the earth and there 
followed voices, thundering, lightning’s, and 
an earthquake.  
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The Seventh Seal – Prayer and Response
This indicates the fierceness and 
terribleness of the judgment sent from God.  
(Compare Rev. 6:12; 11:19; Isa. 29:6; Joel 3:14-
16).  
It represents the suffering inflicted upon the 
wicked because of the cry of the saints.
The thought here, therefore, is that God 
hears the fervent prayers of His struggling 
and afflicted people and causes His 
judgments to go forth against their enemies.
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The Affects of the 1st TRUMPET (Plagues)
Some make the distinction of the seven seals 
and the seven trumpets between verses 5 and 
6.  
Others say that the seven trumpets make up 
the seventh seal.  
A distinction between the two verses seems 
to give the book a better balance.
The seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
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The Affects of the 1st TRUMPET (Plagues)
Trumpets were used for alarming and warning 
of approaching danger (Amos 3:6; Ezek. 33:1-6).  
They are often mentioned in God's messages of 
doom against the wicked (Hosea 5:8-9; Joel 2:1-
2; Zeph. 1:15-16).  
Similarly, here in Revelation the trumpets 
represent partial judgments upon the wicked 
and serve as warnings of greater judgments to 
follow.
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The Affects of the 1st TRUMPET (Plagues)
The first judgment affects the earth bringing 
plagues on a third of the ungodly world.  
The hail and fire mingled with blood remind us 
of the plagues or judgments which were brought 
upon the Egyptians (Exodus chs. 7-12).
The judgments both in the days of Moses and 
John had the same effect on the people.
Remember, though, that in Revelation we are 
dealing with symbolical expressions ("signified 
it by his angel unto his servant John,"  Rev. 1:1). 
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The Affects of the 1st TRUMPET (Plagues)
In Moses' age the judgments were brought 
about by miracles; in John's age they were 
caused by natural forces. 
These plagues were brought on the wicked to 
cause them to repent:

(9:20--this is a key verse to the correct 
interpretation of the trumpets) 
and to avenge the blood of the saints (6:9-
10; 16:6-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2).
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The 2nd TRUMPET affects the Sea (Natural)
The second angel sounded and it affects the sea.
This judgment brings great upheavals in society, 
which will aid in the destruction of the 
persecuting force (compare Jer. 51:25-26, a 
judgment against the Babylonian Empire and 
Ezek. 38:18-23, a judgment against Gog).  
It is not to be taken literally that a third of the 
sea became blood and that a burning mountain 
was cast into the sea, but God is working through 
natural calamities.
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The 2nd TRUMPET affects the Sea (Natural)
This brought economy collapse and great 
upheavals in their society which in turn 
destroyed their power as a dominating force 
which in turn brought freedom from 
tribulation (martyrdom) for the saints.
To show how these plagues could at the same 
time not hurt the saints, see Psalm 46:1-3; Isa. 
54:10; 61:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:16-17.
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The 3rd TRUMPET affects the Inland waters -
(Upheavals in Society, Bitterness of Life)

Isaiah's description of the fall of the king of 
Babylon aids in an understanding of the 
third trumpet.
He said, "How are thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer ("O day-star" ASV), son of the 
morning! how art thou cut down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations."  
(Isa. 14:12; see Isa. 14:4-23 especially vss. 4 and 
12).  
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The 3rd TRUMPET affects the Inland waters -
(Upheavals in Society, Bitterness of Life)

Thus, Isaiah used similar language concerning 
Babylon when it was destroyed.
The fall of the star named "Wormwood" (vs. 11) 
caused a third part of the waters (inland waters) to 
become wormwood (a bitter plant which came to 
stand for bitterness, Jer. 9:15; Lam. 3:19) and many 
men died as result of the waters.
Thus, the third trumpet symbolized calamity and 
destruction which brought bitterness of life, 
distress, sorrow, and death.
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The 4th TRUMPET affects the Heavenly 
Bodies  (Severe Judgement)

The things mentioned in verse 12 are identical 
with those in other passages which symbolize 
judgment from God (Isa. 13:10-11; Jer. 15:9; Ezek. 
32:7-8; Amos 8:9; Joel 2:1-2).
Hence, the heavenly bodies "darkened" 
symbolized judgment from God.  
The term "third part" (used in the first four and 
sixth trumpets) shows that it was only a partial 
judgment at this time.
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The 4th TRUMPET affects the Heavenly Bodies  
(Severe Judgement)

The first four trumpets can be defined as judgments 
of natural calamities brought on the wicked.  
Historians tell us that natural calamities played an 
important role in the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire.
Although the Roman Empire has not been 
specifically introduced as of yet, (it is not mentioned 
by name in the entire book), as we proceed farther in 
our study, it will become more and more evident that 
the plagues in the book were those brought against 
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The angel ("eagle" ASV; some ancient manuscripts 
have the word "eagle") flies through the midst of 
heaven (in mid heaven where it is visible to all) and 
gives warning that the last three trumpets, each 
represented by a "woe" (9:12; 11:14), are to be worse 
than the first four trumpets.  
The angel (or eagle) flying through the midst of 
heaven represents a swift message.
The "inhabitor's of the earth" represent the world of 
the unregenerate--those who have not washed their 
robes in the blood of the Lamb--those without the 
seal of God in their foreheads (7:3; 9:4, 20-21).
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The trumpet plagues were against the inhabitants "of 
the earth" (vs. 13, 9:4, 20-21) and which demonstrates 
that they were world wide and not just localized 
against Jerusalem or the nation of Israel.  
The following charts again show (NKJV) how the 
book is tied together in all of its scenes.

Revelation 8:13 – Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants 
of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound
Revelation 9:4 – They were commanded not to harm 
the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any 
tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of 
God on their foreheads. 
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THOSE WITHOUT "THE SEAL OF GOD" HAVING "THE MARK OF THE 
BEAST“

Revelation 13:16-17 – And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 
and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of 
the beast, or the number of his name. 
Revelation 14:9-11 – Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on 
his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 
indignation. And he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  And the smoke 
of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark 
of his name.”
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THOSE WITHOUT "THE SEAL OF GOD" HAVING "THE 
MARK OF THE BEAST“

Revelation 15:2 – And I saw something like a sea 
of glass mingled with fire, and those who have 
the victory over the beast, over his image and over 
his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 
Revelation 16:2 – So the first went and poured out 
his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and 
loathsome sore came upon the men who had the 
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image.
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THOSE WITHOUT "THE SEAL OF GOD" HAVING "THE 
MARK OF THE BEAST”

Revelation 19:20 – Then the beast was captured, and with 
him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, 
by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were 
cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
Revelation 20:4 – And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was committed to them. And I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus 
and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast 
or his image, and had not received his mark on their 
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years.
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