
Lesson 

# 11



The Interlude:
Between the sixth and seventh seals is an 
interlude (an interruption in the scene) 
that involves all of chapter seven.  
The seventh seal will be opened in chapter 
eight.  
In chapter six we saw the saints under the 
altar (9-11) and a terrible judgment coming 
upon the earth which was closed with the 
question, 
"Who shall be able to stand?" (12-17).
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The Interlude:
In view of this one might ask, "Will the saints on 
earth be able to stand and what will happen to the 
souls under the altar?"  
John's interlude (a vision of two parts) answers these 
questions.
The saints on earth are sealed and those martyred 
are before the throne of God. 
Thus, the first part of the interlude is to permit the 
sealing of the saints in order that they will be able to 
endure the afflictions set forth in chapter six.  
The judgments seem to be altered so that they will 
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The Interlude:
The four angels standing at the four corners (used to 
designate the four directions) were holding the four winds 
of the earth:
(the four winds of judgment--conquest, war, famine, and 
death--as in 6:1-8 and as seen from the word "hurt" in 7:2-3).  
(Compare Jer. 49:36-38; 51:1-2).
They were given to hurt the earth and the sea, but another 
angel ascending from the sun rising (from the direction of 
the morning light; suggest a message of cheer and 
encouragement), having the seal of the living God, said,
“Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we 
shall have sealed the servants of our God in their 
foreheads.”
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The Interlude:
The seal symbolizes ownership and consequent protection.  
(See Ezek. 9:6; 2 Tim. 2:19; 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; 4:30).  
Hence, God's people will not be affected by the forthcoming 
judgments as will the people of the world.  (See Rev. 9:4).
In verses 5-8 Ephraim and Dan are not mentioned among the 
listing of the twelve tribes.  
Levi (who received no land inheritance) and Joseph (his two 
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, are normally listed) are 
included in the list.  
Perhaps Ephraim is not listed because it introduced calf and 
Baal worship (1 Kings 11:26; 12:25-33) and Dan left its 
habitation and inheritance and went into idolatry (Judges 18).  
No one can be certain as to why they were omitted.
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The Interlude:
After these things (he now reveals the second part of the 
interlude scene), John sees a great multitude which no man 
could number out of every nation and from every tribe, 
people and tongue.  
Jehovah's Witnesses try to teach that these are the saved 
who inherit the earth and the 144,000 are those who receive 
heaven.
However, the 144,000 are those on earth who are sealed and 
the great multitude are those souls with God who had come 
out of the great tribulation (6:9; 7:13-14).
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The Interlude:
Furthermore, the expression, "before the throne" is used 
both of the great multitude (7:9) and later in the heavenly 
setting of the 144,000 (14:1-5).  
The white robes of the great multitude are symbolical of 
holiness, and justification (3:4-5; 6:11; 7:14), and the palms 
suggest a joyful, festive occasion (Lev. 23:40; John 12:13).  
They cried with a loud voice saying "Salvation to our God, 
who sitteth on the throne and unto the Lamb" (an 
expression of praise and gratitude to both God and Christ 
for the salvation provided).  
They are followed by angels who fell before the throne on 
their faces and worshiped God with a sevenfold praise 
similar to that given to the Lamb in 5:12.  
The angels stood around the throne, 
as well as the elders (4:4) 

7Adult Bible Class 2019



The Interlude:
One of the elders speaks asking John, "What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes, and whence came they?"  
John did not know, but he was certain that the elder knew.  
The elder answered, "These are they which came out of the 
great tribulation..." 
The "great tribulation" here is the one that took place under 
the world wide persecution (not fully identified until the 
13th chapter) in John's day.  
It was "world wide" because this great multitude with the 
white robes were of "all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues" (vs. 9).
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The Interlude:
They are the same ones with "white robes" who cry for the 
avenging of their blood (6:9-11).
They had been put to death for their faith, had gained the 
victory, and are now before the throne.  
They had washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
By Christ's blood the saint is washed from his sins (Rev. 1:5), 
redeemed (Rev. 5:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:18-19), given remission of sins 
(Matt. 26:28), has constant cleansing as he continually 
complies with the conditions (1 John 1:7-9), and is able to 
overcome (Rev. 12:11).
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The Interlude:
Verses 15-17 describe the blessings the victorious received.  
They are before the throne of God and serve Him day and 
night in His temple.  
God shall "dwell among them" (KJV), "spread his tabernacle 
over them" (ASV); they have His protection and receive His 
blessings.  
They possess peace and joy; every want is given and every 
sorrow is healed.  
The Lamb shall feed them ("be their shepherd" ASV) and 
guide them to fountains of water of life.
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The Interlude:
Since these have just come out of the great tribulation, we 
conclude that these are the blessings the faithful receive 
after death in the place of comfort (Luke 16:22-26), 
paradise (Luke 23:43), 
in the presence of Christ figuratively (Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8).  
They here await the end of all things at which time they will 
be raised (John 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:52-53; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) 
and at which time they will receive the new heaven,
and new earth, and
the heavenly Jerusalem, or the holy city (2 Pet. 3:10-14; Rev. 
21 & 22).
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