
Lesson 

# 10



The Beginning of The Lambs 
Unsealing

In chapter six the Lamb begins to 
open the seven seals of the book.  
The seals consist of the four horses, 
the martyred saints under the altar, 
and the great earthquake.  
The seventh seal is a transition to 
the seven trumpets.  
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The Beginning of The Lambs 
Unsealing

As the seals are opened, one by one the 
living creatures as with a voice of thunder 
(a mighty voice) cry "Come" (as in the ASV) 
and the horses and their riders come forth.  
The "thunderous call" was either to the 
horsemen to come forth (as indicated by 
the ASV) or to John to come and see (as 
indicated by the KJV).  
Scholarship tends to point to the former as 
more nearly correct.
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The Repetition Of Revelation:
Each seal becomes more and 

more severe as John proceeds 
with the vision of the opening of 
the seven seals.
The seven trumpets in chapters 
9-11 and the seven last plagues in 
chapters 16-19 follow the same 
pattern.  
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The Repetition Of Revelation:
The trumpets appear to be more 
severe than the seals and the last 
plagues appear to be more severe 
than the trumpets.
I understand all of these to be 
the same occurrences all of 
which describe a series of 
judgments which God brought 
upon the wicked of John's day. 
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First Seal – Conquest
The seals consist of the four horses, 
the martyred saints under the altar, 
and the great earthquake. 
The horsemen are not named by John 
(except for 6:8) and we think it best to 
let it go at that.  
The emphasis is on the "mission" of 
the riders as seen by the color of their 
horses and the description of their 
purpose. 
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First Seal – Conquest
Nearly all of the commentaries 
identify the first rider as Christ.  
However, Christ is pictured as the 
opener of the seals and it seems 
strange for Him to be quickly changed 
and pictured as a rider.  
Furthermore, if Christ is the first rider, 
who are the others?  
The first horseman seems simply to 
represent "conquest" for he came forth 
conquering and to conquer.  
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First Seal – Conquest
A white horse was often ridden by the 
ruler or general after he had conquered.  
The bow was a military weapon of that 
day and the crown was a sign of victory 
(also royalty).
The first horse, therefore, symbolized 
one of the forces which was to bring 
about the downfall of the enemies of 
God's people.
The Christians were to see in it a sign of 
victory.
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Second Seal – War – Not decline and Apostasy
The second rider's horse is red and to him is given "to 
take peace from the earth" and cause men to kill one 
another.
There was given him a great sword (the power and 
means to carry out his mission) which, added to the 
other details, identifies him as "war.“
War is the bloody means of carrying out conquest; 
thus, it was only natural that the red horse would 
follow the white.
Many times in the Old Testament war was God's 
means of judgment against the wicked and so it 
appears to be here.
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Third Seal – Famine (not the church in the 
Middle Ages)

Christ opens the third seal and John hears 
the third living creature say, "Come."  
John sees a black horse with its rider 
having a balance (an instrument for 
weighing) in his hand.  "A measure of 
wheat for a penny" ("shilling" ASV; a 
common day's wages, Matt. 20:2) implies 
great scarcity; to eat bread by weight refers 
to a condition of economic hardship (Lev. 
26:26; Ezek. 4:10, 16-17).  
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Third Seal – Famine (not the church in the 
Middle Ages)

The expression, "And see thou hurt not 
the oil and the wine" shows either that 
these first plagues were not as extensive 
as those yet to come or, that some would 
be excluded from the affliction (see Rev. 
3:10; 7:3; 9:4).  
The black horse and its rider, therefore, 
represents famine or economic 
hardship.
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Fourth Seal – Death (not the Persecution 
of the Apostate church of Rome)

The pale horse is the symbol of 
death; the rider's name was "Death" 
and "Hell" followed with him.
This shows that these were not actual 
persons, but forces.  
The word "Hell" here is the Greek 
word "Hades" which is the abode of 
the dead, the realm of disembodied 
spirits (Luke 16:19-31; Acts 2:27-31).  
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Fourth Seal – Death (not the Persecution 
of the Apostate church of Rome)

In this instance, there was power 
("authority" ASV) given to them (or 
"him" KJV footnote) over the fourth 
part of the earth (not a complete 
destruction).  
They had authority to kill with the 
sword, hunger ("famine" ASV), death 
(or "pestilence" ASV footnote), and 
the wild beast of the earth.  
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Fourth Seal – Death (not the Persecution 
of the Apostate church of Rome)

John's figures are very much similar 
to God's judgments against the 
wicked in the Old Testament (Ezek. 
5:12, 16-17; 14:21).
The next seal (6:9-11) which is 
different from the rest (no rider) 
shows the reason for the judgments--
because they were killing the children 
of God.
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging
When the fifth seal was opened, John saw the 
souls of the slain (martyrs, see 2:13) underneath 
the altar.
The blood was poured out at the base of the altar 
(Lev. 4:7) and here we have under the altar the 
martyrs whose blood was poured out for Christ.  
They were slain (slaughtered in sacrifice) for 
(because of or by reason of) the Word of God 
(that which they had received and proclaimed) 
and the testimony which they held (their open 
profession and witness in word and life).  
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging
In 12:11, John states that they overcame "by" ("because of" 
ASV) "the word of their testimony" and that "they loved 
not their lives unto the death," that is, they were willing to 
give up their lives rather than deny the faith.
The sacrificial souls cried, "How long (the bitter 
persecution had continued for some time and they asked 
God how long it would be before He counteracted), O 
Lord, holy and true (see 3:7) dost thou not judge 
(determine and pronounce a judgment) and avenge our 
blood (not revenge, but vindication of their death) on 
them that dwell on the earth (the unregenerate earth-
dwellers responsible for the saints' death)."
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging
They earnestly cried for the avenging 
of their blood through a just God.  This 
thought represents the purpose and 
design of the book.  The following 
chart are the verses (NKJV) which show 
that the avenging of the martyrs is a 
theme which ties the book together.
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging – The Martyrs ….
Revelation 2:13 – I know your works, and where you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny 
My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, 
who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
Revelation 6:9-11 – When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 
God and for the testimony which they held.  And they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You 
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  
Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to 
them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the 
number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be 
killed as they were, was completed.  
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging – The Martys
Revelation 7:13-14 – Then one of the elders answered, saying to 
me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they 
come from?"  And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, 
"These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." 
Revelation 12:11 – And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives to the death. 
Revelation 16:6-7 – For they have shed the blood of saints and 
prophets, And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their 
just due.   And I heard another from the altar saying, "Even so, 
Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments." 
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging – The Martyrs
Revelation 17:6  – I saw the woman, drunk with the blood 
of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 
And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 

Revelation 18:24  – "And in her was found the blood of 
prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the 
earth. 
Revelation 19:2 – For true and righteous are His 
judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who 
corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has 
avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her. 
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Fifth Seal – The Cry For Avenging – The Martyrs
Revelation 20:4 – And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and 
had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. 
And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  
The "little season" was the period of persecution and tribulation 
through which the church was then passing.  It is parallel to the 
time Satan came down in great wrath "because he knoweth that 
he hath but a short time" (12:12).  The "short time" of Satan stops 
when he is defeated and bound for a thousand years (20:1-3); 
likewise, the "little season" of the martyred saints ended when 
their complete vindication came (as disclosed in the latter part 
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Sixth Seal – Severe Judgment On Those Who 
Persecuted The Saints in John’s Day (not Final 
Judgment)

The opening of the sixth seal probably gives 
a glimpse of the great judgment which was to 
come upon the persecuting force in John's 
day to avenge the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus.  
Remember, the persecuting force in not 
identified until the 13th chapter.  
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Sixth Seal – Severe Judgment On Those Who Persecuted The 
Saints in John’s Day (not Final Judgment)

The descriptions of the earthquake, sun, moon, and stars 
add intense fear, terror, and terribleness to the picture of 
the coming judgment.
The Old Testament is filled with similar judgments which 
meant the end of the world for the nations involved.  
Notice the following for similar thoughts regarding each 
verse:
vs. 12----Isa. 13:9-13; 29:6; 50:3; Jer. 4:19-26; Ezek. 32:7; 34:12
vs. 13----Isa. 34:4b; Joel 2:10, 31; 3:12-16
vs. 14----Isa. 34:4a; Ezek. 26:15, 18; 27:35
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Sixth Seal – Severe Judgment On Those Who Persecuted 
The Saints in John’s Day – (in Final Judgment)

All classes of men of the earth will meet this 
judgment (chapter 7 reveals that the faithful will be 
excluded).  
Whether, king, prince, chief captain, rich, strong, 
bond or free, they shall try to hide when the 
judgment of Christ comes and shall say to the 
mountains and rocks, "Fall on us."  See also Hosea 
10:8; Isa. 2:19; Luke 23:28-30 wherein similar 
statements are made and refer to God's judgment 
upon particular cities.  
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Sixth Seal – Severe Judgment On Those Who Persecuted The 
Saints in John’s Day

The expression shows that the wicked will be filled with 
terror as their doom comes.  
Verse 17 further shows that the great day of His ("their" ASV--
God and Christ) wrath has come.  (See also Isa. 13:9; Joel 2:11, 
31; Zeph. 1:14-15).  Nahum asked a similar question (as in 17b) 
regarding God's judgment that was about to come upon 
Nineveh (Nah. 1:6).  The answer implied in both is, "No one."  
Thus, the sixth seal most likely represents the judgment 
which would come upon the earth in order to avenge the 
blood of the saints.  It gives assurance to the saints that God 
would avenge their cause.
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A Series of Sevens
The Pattern of 4 + 3
The first 4 of each are presented as a unified 
sequence of 4 – followed by a less unified sequence 
of 3.
Seals 1 – 4 = 4 Horsemen modeled on Zech. 1:7-11; 
6:1-8
Trumpets 1 – 4 = Affect on the earth, sea, fresh 
waters, heavenly bodies.
Bowls 1 -4 = Affect on the earth, sea, fresh waters, 
heavenly bodies.
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A Series of Sevens
The Pattern of 4 + 3

The Intensification: in the scope of 
judgment unleashed by the  next 
two of each set:
Seals 5-6 = ¼ of the earth
Trumpets 5-6 = 1/3 
Bowls 5-6 = All
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A Series of Sevens
Then there is the THEOPHANY: Concludes with 
physical phenomena heralding both the appearing 
of God, (cf Ex. 19:16-19) and the eschatological 
earthquake.

Seal 7
Trumpet 7
Bowl 7

The Interludes 7:1-17; and 10:1-13; and 12:1-15:8.
Special attention needs to be paid to these 
interludes.
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