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A Definition Of Our Subject: 
• Inherited Sin is the doctrine that the sins of 

Adam are passed down and affixed to every 
person born since. 
– In other words, the sins of the parent affix to 

the child, and that child is born as a sinner. 
– This is sometimes called the "sinful nature of 

man," "Adamic nature" ("nature" suggesting 
that this is how we were born). 

• "Total Hereditary Depravity" or "Original Sin" 
are also terms employed to teach that man is 
"by nature utterly void of  that holiness 
required by the law of God, positively inclined 
to evil" (Edward T. Hicox, The Standard Manual 
For Baptist Churches, p. 60); “we believe that 
original sin, or depravity, is that corruption of 
the nature of all the offspring of Adam" (J.B. 
Chapman, The Nazarene Primer, p. 6) 



THE TEACHING OF SOME ON THIS SUBJECT 

• Dr. McGee reasoned from Leviticus 12 that 
since the new mother must offer sin offerings 
and be unclean for a period of time after 
childbirth, that this infant was "born a sinner,“ 
– He taught that, when born, we are "born 

separated from God" because or our Adamic 
nature. 

• Understandably, it was very interesting to hear 
him address the question, "What if the infant 
dies?“ 
– You see, if a baby is born in sin, then that 

child by all rights of justice should be 
doomed to the Devil's hell. 

– But, he preached the babe into heaven by 
using Matthew 18:10 (which we will 
examine in a moment). 



• It was also immensely intriguing to see 
how he dealt with: "What about the baby 
Jesus?"  
– Was Jesus also born in sin? 
– In answer to this he simply 

commented that nowhere do the 
Scriptures show that Jesus ever 
offered a sacrifice for anything, for he 
was not a sinner. 

• Let me interject that if the doctrine of 
Inherited Sin is to stand, then Jesus 
must too have been born in sin, and if 
this be true, he could never have been a 
suitable sacrifice for mankind's sins! 
– This doctrine faces a severe test on 

this and many other points. 



Does the Bible teach the doctrine of Hereditary 
Sin, Total Depravity or anything related?" 

• We could begin with a simple 
denial and then say the burden 
of proof lies on those so 
teaching. 
– However, that is impossible to 

do in this format and would 
profit us very little other than 
the fact that you would know our 
stance on this issue.   

• So we will examine the 
Scriptures and see what they 
really teach about sin. 



The Scriptures Teach: 

• SIN IS THE GREAT SEPARATOR. 

– Isa. 59:2-7 

• This is what causes division 
between man and God. 

• James 1:14-15 shows that 
lust draws a person away, 
and if it is not controlled, it 
conceives sin which bears 
death. 



The Scriptures Teach: 
• When we consider Adam and Eve, we find the 

same thing.  Gen 3 

– Eve was tempted, drawn away from the 
command of God by her lust (which was a 
seed sown by the Deceiver), and she saw 
the fruit to be good for food, pleasant to see, 
and desirable for wisdom. 

– This fits the pattern of 1 John 2:15-16. 

• Now Adam also ate what she offered; 
both knew the command of God, and both 
were able to make a choice. 

• As a result, they were given various sentences 
and separated from the presence of God and 
driven from the garden.  Sin separates. 



INHERITED SINFUL NATURE? 
• At this point, I imagine we are in agreement. 

– Now consider the first children born into the world: 
Cain and Able. 

– It is striking that Genesis 4 speaks nothing of 
"inherited sin.“ 

• You would think that if sin really were inherited, 
this would be the best time to show once and for all 
that a sinful nature is passed on from parent to 
child. 

• God is silent on this in Genesis 4! 

• Further, note that David says, Psalm 127:3-5. 

– does this sound like he is referring to "stinking 
sinners" or of those "separated from God"? 

– Does God bless us with evil or good? 

– David says children are a "reward.“ 

• Who shall we believe: God's inspired prophet or the 
uninspired Mr. McGee? 



• Continuing along this track, some refer to Rom. 5:12,19 
as proof of an inherited Adamic sinful nature. 

– Let the Bible be its own interpreter: death is the result 
of sin. 

• But who is considered a sinner?  Is it the unborn, 
the newborn, or someone else. 

• In John 9:2 the disciples wanted to know why a 
man was born blind, or perhaps his parents sinned? 

• Jesus' answer is "neither hath this man sinned, nor 
his parents" that he should be born blind. 

• Again, here is an excellent opportunity for the Lord 
to instruct us about the inherited sinful nature. 

• This is the perfect time to show men are born 
sinners.   

• Instead, what did Jesus say?  "Neither hath this man 
sinned"!  How much plainer can it be? 

INHERITED SINFUL NATURE? 



• Let me emphasize further what 
Ezekiel says in Ezekiel 18:4, "The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die.“ 
– What is dying here, body or 

soul?  Soul.  Why does it die?  
Sin. 

– Remember Rom. 5:12 and the 
death spoken of there? 
• This is the same kind of death. 

• Death comes by sin -- spiritual 
death or separation from God 
(remember Isa. 59:2ff) 

INHERITED SINFUL NATURE? 



WHAT ABOUT DECEASED INFANTS? 
• When Mr. McGee dealt with babies who die, he referred to 

Matt. 18:10 where Christ says, "Their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.“ 
– Notice that this passage is not dealing with infant 

mortality, but rather with conversion and self 
examination (vs. 1-14). 

• Now, Mr. McGee asserts that the word "angels" here is a 
misnomer, and that it should read "spirits" or "souls," and 
therefore upon death, they’re simply ushered into the 
waiting arms of Jesus. 
– I wonder how he come to this conclusion? 
– This is the same word translated some 181 times as 

"angel (s)" and seven times "messenger (s)"; 
furthermore, if these infants are (as he earlier claimed) 
"separated from God" at birth, then suddenly die, how 
shall God receive such "stinking sinners" into heaven? 

– Is there sin in heaven (Rev. 21:8; Matt. 13:41-42)? 
– Can the Holy God abide with sin in his midst (Hab. 1:13)? 



What About The BABY JESUS? 
• What about our Lord as an 

infant? 
– If all mankind comes into the world 

with a "sinful nature" what becomes 
of the Sinless One (Heb. 4:15; 9:28)? 

• If he took the form of man being 
"made in likeness of man" (Phil. 
2:7)  
– Then by virtue of his taking part of 

flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14),  

– He too should be born with evil 
coursing through his veins. 



• This remains one of the last finger hold’s 
of those purporting this false idea of men 
born in sin.  Psalm 51:5 

– Does David say that while in the womb 
he was a sinner, or does he not rather 
lay the sin on his "mother's" account?   
Rom. 6:23 

– In order to prove the inherited sinful 
nature from this verse, one must prove 
that when a child is born it can "go 
astray...speaking lies.“ 

• This, quite obviously, is impossible. 

Investigating The Proof Text - Psalm 
51:5; 58:3 



• Next, David speaks only of "the 
wicked" and that happens at their 
"birth.“ 
– If all men are born in sin, would not all 

men be equally "wicked," and if so, would 
they not also fit into this category of verse 
3?  Certainly. 

• However, notice that David is 
contrasting the wicked with the 
righteous (vs. 10);  
– So, if one tries to prove men are born in 

sin from this verse, he also proves men 
are born in righteousness, and this self-
destructs the argument. 

Investigating The Proof Text - Psalm 
51:5; 58:3 



• Jesus in Luke 18:15-16 has infants brought to Him (it is 
notable that Luke says "infants"). 
– He declares simply that "of such is the kingdom of 

God.“ 
• Infants have qualities that adults must re-cultivate 

if they are to enjoy the blessings of the kingdom.  In 
one word, purity. 

• In order to be guilty of sin, one must have the ability 
of sin (have lust, choice, thought, etc); infants do 
not have such, hence they are pure until such a time 
as they can become accountable for their actions, 
making conscious choices to do right or wrong. 

• It is interesting that when the Bible speaks of a person 
entering Christ (or his kingdom), it refers to a new birth: 
"being born again," "as newborn babes," "born of God," 
"born of water and the spirit" (1 Pet. 1:23; 2:2; 1 John 
4:7-5:4; John 3:5-6). 
– Why would the Bible connect something wonderful with 

something "inherently evil."  The answer is, it does not. 

The Scriptures and The PURITY OF INFANTS. 
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 Sin is a universal problem – 3:9-19,23; 
Psa. 14:3; 51:1-3; Eccl. 7:20; Psa. 5:9; 
140:3; 10:7; Isa. 59:7,8; Psa. 36:1  

 The Law manifested sin and magnified 
man’s guilt – 3:19,20; Gal. 3:10,22; 
Rom. 7:7-12 

 No man can be justified by the Law – 
3:20; 2:13; Gal. 2:16; 3:10-12; 5:4; 
James 2:9,10 

Romans3:9-20 - God’s Wrath – Jews Guilty 
Before God 
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 The Righteous  & Impartial 
Judgment of God – Rom.2:1-16 

 The Jew  Condemned By The Law 
– Rom.2:17-24 

 True Circumcision, The True Jew 
– Rom.2:25-29 

 God’s Righteous Judgment 
Defended - (Rom.3:1-8) 

 All Stand Condemned Before God 
– Rom.3:9-20 

Romans3:9-20 - God’s Wrath – Jews Guilty 
Before God 



• How does one become a sinner? 

– Adam and Eve made a choice to do 
that which was wrong. 

– Cain made a choice to kill his brother. 

– Judas made a choice to betray Christ. 

– These choices were made because 
each was -- See James 1:12-24 

• In this way, one becomes a sinner 
today. 

• Sin is transgression of law.  1 John 

WHO THEN IS A SINNER? 



• There are many forms 
disobedience may take. 

–Gal. 5:19-21 lists several of 
them. 

–Some of these may take place 
only in one's mind (Matt. 
5:28). 

• Anyone who can be said to be 
accountable for their actions has 
the ability to sin. 

WHO THEN IS A SINNER? 



In Conclusion: 
• Birth is a pure thing; just as one is born 

into the world without sin, so is one 
reborn spiritually without sin, for that 
rebirth cleanses us from sin.  1 Pet. 
1:22-23 

– And just how is the new birth 
effected?  Peter says it is by "obeying 
the truth.“ 

• What did Peter tell Cornelius?  Acts 
10:43 

• What about the people on 
Pentecost?  Acts 2:38 



In Conclusion: 
• Again, Philip asked the eunuch for 

a confession of his faith before he 
baptized him.  Acts 8:36-38 

• Can we do anything less than this?  
Belief, repentance, confession of 
the Lord, and baptism are all 
prefixed to forgiveness or 
remission of sins. 

• This is what makes one a "child" of 
god, this is what effects the new 
birth. 

• The question is: are you God's child?  


