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• Works of God (Jn 6:28) 

• Works of Faith (1 Th. 1:3) 

• Works of God’s 
Righteousness (Acts 10:35; 
1 John. 2:29; 3:7; 3:10) 

• Good Works (Tit. 3:8-14) 

• Works of the Law of Moses 
(Rom. 3:28; 4; Gal. 2:18) 

• Works of merit (Rom 11:6; 
Eph 2:8) 

• Works of Our Own 
Righteousness (Tit 3:5) 



"When I use a 
word, it means 

just what I 
choose it to mean 

- neither more  
nor less." (Alice's 

Adventures In 
Wonderland, 
chapter 6) 



• God’s Love is 
unmerited! – John 3:16; 
Rom 5:8 

• The means of salvation 
is unmerited! – Matt. 
26:28; Rom 5:8-10 

• All spiritual blessings in 
Christ are unmerited – 
Eph. 1:3; John 3:16 

Unmerited 
Favor – 

God IS Not 
Under 

Obligation to 
Man 

Rom 4:4, 5 
Mat 18:23-35 



The Issue Is: 

• Are there any conditions 
that must be met in 
order to be saved by 
God’s grace? 

(Either Unconditional OR 
Conditional!) 

(Eph. 2:5, 8) 

“By grace have 
ye been saved” 

(Rom 3:24) 

“Being justified 
freely by his 

grace”  



Salvation By Grace Through Faith – What is The Gift? 

And that (kai touto). 

Neuter, not feminine tauteô, 

and so refers not to pistis  

(feminine) or to charis 

(feminine also), but to the act 

of being saved by grace 

conditioned on faith on our 

part. (A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures 

in the New Testament, p. 525). 

What is the gift, what is 
“IT”-  (“It is the gift . . 
. not “they are”) 

Grace –  

Faith,  

Salvation that 
comes by 
grace through 
faith? 



Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 

 Keys to the text –  

 Abraham was not 
justified by sinless 
perfection, but by an 
obedient faith – Heb 
11:8-10; 17-19  

 We MUST have the same 
kind of faith Abraham 
had!  – Rom 4:12,17-25 



Romans 3:27-28 (NKJV)   

    Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded. By what law? Of 

works? No, but by the law of 

faith. [28] Therefore we 

conclude that a man is justified 

by faith apart from the deeds of 

the law.  

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



Romans 1:5 (NKJV)   

    Through Him we have 

received grace and 

apostleship for obedience 

to the faith among all 

nations for His name, 

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



Romans 6:16-18 (KJV)   

    Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants 

to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of 

sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? [17] 

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but 

ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which 

was delivered you. [18] Being then made free from sin, ye 

became the servants of righteousness. 



Romans 16:26 (NKJV)   

but now has been made manifest, 

and by the prophetic Scriptures 

has been made known to all 

nations, according to the 

commandment of the everlasting 

God, for obedience to the faith-- 

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



Romans 4:2-3 (NKJV)   

For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God. [3] For 

what does the Scripture say? 

"Abraham believed God, and it 

was accounted to him for 

righteousness."  

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



Romans 4:4-5 (NKJV)   

    Now to him who works, the 

wages are not counted as grace 

but as debt.  [5] But to him who 

does not work but believes on 

Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is accounted for 

righteousness,  

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



Romans 4:6-8 (NKJV)   

    just as David also describes the 

blessedness of the man to whom 

God imputes righteousness apart 

from works: [7]"Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

And whose sins are covered; [8] 

Blessed is the man to whom the 

Lord shall not impute sin." 

Are we justified 
by the Law of 

Works (sinless 
perfection)  or 

the Law of 
Faith (the 

gospel which 
provides 

forgiveness)? 
(3:27) 



 What kind of 
works?? -(4) 

Works that are equal 
to the wages 

earned!! 

Righteous on the 
basis of being 

sinless, i.e. deserving 
it – (debt)! 

Romans 4:4 (NKJV)   

    Now to him who 

works, the wages 

are not counted as 

grace but as debt.  



 What kind of 
works?? -(4) 

Works that are equal 
to the wages 

earned!! 

Righteous on the 
basis of being 

sinless, i.e. deserving 
it – (debt)! 

Galatians 3:10-12 (NKJV)   

[10]  For as many as are of 

the works of the law are 

under the curse; for it is 

written, "Cursed is 

everyone who does not 

continue in all things which 

are written in the book of 

the law, to do them." 



Galatians 3:10-12 (NKJV)   

[11] But that no one is 

justified by the law in the 

sight of God is evident, for 

"the just shall live by 

faith." [12] Yet the law is 

not of faith, but "the man 

who does them shall live by 

them."  

 What kind of 
works?? -(4) 

Works that are equal 
to the wages 

earned!! 

Righteous on the 
basis of being 

sinless, i.e. deserving 
it – (debt)! 



Romans 4:6 (NKJV)   

    just as David also 

describes the 

blessedness of the 

man to whom God 

imputes righteousness 

apart from works: 

 What kind of 
works?? -(4) 

 Paul is NOT 
referring to 
obedience to the 
gospel in this text 
– (Rom. 1:5; 
2:7,8; 6:3-6,16-
18; 16:25,26) 



[dikaiosune - δικαιοσύνη] 
Not Equivalents 

Romans 4:6 (NKJV)   

    just as David also 

describes the 

blessedness of the 

man to whom God 

imputes 

righteousness apart 

from works: 

Romans 6:16 (NKJV)   

Do you not know that to 

whom you present yourselves 

slaves to obey, you are that 

one's slaves whom you obey, 

whether of sin leading to 

death, or of obedience leading 

to righteousness?  



Romans 4:2-6   

    For if Abraham was 

justified by obeying God, he 

has something to boast about, 

but not before God. . . . [4] 

Now to him who obeys God, 

the wages are not counted as 

grace but as debt. . . .  



Romans 4:2-6  

[5] But to him who does not 

obey God but believes on 

Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is 

accounted for righteousness,  



Romans 4:2-6  

[6] just as David also 

describes the blessedness 

of the man to whom God 

imputes righteousness 

apart from obedience to 

God : 

“Blessed 
is the 

man that 
does NOT 

obey 
GOD!!” 



Matthew 7:21 (NKJV)   

    "Not everyone who 

says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' 

shall enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but he who 

does the will of My 

Father in heaven.  

“Blessed 
is the 

man that 
does NOT 

obey 
GOD!!” 



Romans 10:15-16 (NKJV)   

    . . . "How beautiful are the 

feet of those who preach the 

gospel of peace, 

    Who bring glad tidings of 

good things!“ [16] But they 

have not all obeyed the gospel. 

For Isaiah says, "Lord, who 

has believed our report?" 

“Blessed 
is the 

man that 
does NOT 

obey 
GOD!!” 



2 Thess. 1:7-9 (NKJV)   

    . . . when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven with His mighty angels, 

[8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on 

those who do not know God, and on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] These shall be 

punished with everlasting destruction 

from the presence of the Lord and from 

the glory of His power,  

“Blessed 
is the 

man that 
does 
NOT 
obey 

GOD!!” 



1 Peter 1:22-23 (NKJV)   

    Since you have purified 

your souls in obeying the 

truth through the Spirit . . . 

[23] having been born again, 

not of corruptible seed but 

incorruptible, through the 

word of God which lives and 

abides forever,  

“Blessed 
is the 

man that 
does NOT 

obey 
GOD!!” 



Romans 4:3 (NKJV)   

    For what does the 

Scripture say? 

"Abraham believed 

God, and it was 

accounted to him for 

righteousness."  

 What kind of 
works?? -(4) 

 Paul is NOT referring 
to obedience to the 
gospel in this text – 
(Rom. 1:5; 2:7,8; 
6:3-6,16-18; 
16:25,26) 

 NOT initial salvation 
– (4:3; Gen 15:6) 



 If one perfectly keeps the Law, 
his righteousness is 
deserved?? -(4) 

 Paul is NOT referring to 
obedience to the gospel in this 
text – (Rom. 1:5; 2:7,8; 6:3-
6,16-18; 16:25,26) 

 Paul is NOT referring to initial 
salvation in this text – (4:3; 
Gen 15:6) 



Romans 11:6 –&  Two systems – Two Laws – 3:27 

Two laws –  
Rom 3:27 

Not a system based 
on MERIT – but 

forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ when 

we by faith obey Him 
– (Rom 1:5; 4:12; 

6:3-6, 16-18; 16:26)  

Romans 11:6 (NKJV)   

    And if by grace, then it is 

no longer of works; otherwise 

grace is no longer grace. But if 

it is of works, it is no longer 

grace; otherwise work is no 

longer work.  


