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 The Greek term translated 
"impute" ("logizomai") 
occurs thirty-nine times in 
the New Testament.  

 Eleven of those occurrences 
are in Romans chapter four.  

 The specific subject of 
Romans 4 is imputed 
righteousness. 
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“Impute” –  
1. To charge; to ascribe; to attribute; 
to set to the account of; to charge to 

one as the author, responsible 
originator, or possessor; -- generally 

in a bad sense. - [1913 Webster] 
2. (Theol.) To adjudge as one's own 

(the sin or righteousness) of 
another; as, the righteousness of 

Christ is imputed to us. [1913 
Webster] - (Webster's New Univ. 

Unabridged Dictionary, p. 918) 

i.e. – to 
transfer 
from one 

to 
another!! 

Not transfer 
– but to 

reckon or 
attribute. 
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i.e. – to 
transfer 
from one 

to 
another!! 

“innocent, 
not guilty, 
acquitted, 
pardoned.”  

“Impute” –  
Fausset’s Bible Dictionary –  
In Rom - 4:6 righteousness 

imputed without works must mean 
a righteousness not our own, yet 
reckoned as ours, namely, "the 
righteousness of (Him who is 
both) God and Saviour Jesus 

Christ"  . . . Christ's 
(righteousness) is imputed to us; - 

(Rom_3:25-26).  
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“Impute” –  

<1,,3049,logizomai> 
"to reckon, take into account," or, 

metaphorically, "to put down to a person's 
account," is never rendered in the RV by 
the verb "to impute." In the following, 

where the AV has that rendering, the RV 
uses the verb "to reckon," which is far 

more suitable; Rom_4:6, Rom_4:8, 
Rom_4:11, Rom_4:22-24; 2Co_5:19; 

Jam.2:23. See ACCOUNT, and especially, in 
the above respect, RECKON. "  

(Vine. 2:252)  

Not 
transfer 
– but to 
reckon 

or 
attribute

. 
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 The transfer of 
Adams sin to his 
posterity – 

 The transfer of the 
believers sins to 
Christ – 

 The transfer of 
Christ’s righteous 
life to the believer-  
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 The transfer of 
Adams sin to his 
posterity – 

 The transfer of the 
believers sins to 
Christ – 

 The transfer of 
Christ’s righteous 
life to the believer-  
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 The transfer of 
Adams sin to his 
posterity – 

 The transfer of the 
believers sins to 
Christ – 

 The transfer of 
Christ’s righteous 
life to the believer-  

James Orr, "...the term 
`imputation' has been used 
in theology in a threefold 
sense to denote the judicial 
acts of God by which the guilt 
of Adam's sin is imputed to 
his posterity; by which the 
sins of Christ's people are 
imputed to Him; and by which 
the righteousness of             
Christ is imputed to                    
his people."  

("Imputation," Editor, International 
Standard Bible encyclopedia, V.II, pp. 

1462- 1463) 



6/2/2017 9 

By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and 
communion, with God, and so became dead in sin, and 
wholly defiled in all the parts and faculties of soul and body. 

They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was 
imputed; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, 
conveyed to all their posterity descending from them by 
ordinary generation. 

From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly 
indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual 
transgressions. 

This corruption of nature, during this life, does remain in       
those that are regenerated; and although it be,           
through Christ, pardoned, and mortified; yet both itself, and 
all the motions thereof, are truly and properly sin. 

The Westminster Confession of Faith  - Cht. VI; Articles 2-5 
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The 
Philadelphia 
Confession is 

identical to the 
Second London 
Confession of 
Faith (1689), 
except that 

chapters 23 and 
31 have been 

added This 
confession was 
first issued by 

the Philadelphia 
Association in 

1742 

3. They being the root, and by God's 
appointment, standing in the room and 
stead of all mankind, the guilt of the 
sin was imputed, and corrupted nature 
conveyed, to all their posterity 
descending from them by ordinary 
generation, being now conceived in sin, 
and by nature children of wrath, the 
servants of sin, the subjects of death, 
and all other miseries, spiritual, 
temporal, and eternal, unless the Lord 
Jesus set them free.  
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1. Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely 
justifieth, . . . not by imputing faith itself, the act of 
believing, or any other evangelical obedience to 
them, as their righteousness; but by imputing Christ's 
active obedience unto the whole law, and passive 
obedience in his death for their whole and sole 
righteousness by faith, which faith they have not of 
themselves; it is the gift of God. (Rom. 3:24, 8:30; 
Rom. 4:5-8; Eph. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:30, 31; Rom. 5:17-19; 
Phil. 3:8, 9; Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12; Rom. 5:17) 

http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil/creeds/phila.htm#11 
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Romans 5:19  

    For as by one 
man's disobedience 

many were made 
sinners, so also by 

one Man's 
obedience many will 
be made righteous.  

David Landon – 
Sharp / Landon Debate– 

“God determined that the guilt 
of that first sin would be 
imputed to all Adam’s 
posterity, Romans 5:19a.  

“Christ had the sins of all the 
elect imputed unto Him,” . . . 
and not to His people . . . 

”There is therefore, in addition 
to the nonimputation of sin, 
a gracious imputation of the 
righteousness of Christ to 
the believer, Romans 5:19b.  

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 



6/2/2017 13 

 How does Paul say that 
death spread to all men in 
verse 12? (Isa. 59:1,2) 

 In verse 15 Paul argues 
that many died because of 
what Adam did – but many 
will be made alive because 
of what Jesus did! 

 If Adam’s sin brought 
automatic death for all – 
why doesn’t Jesus’ life 
bring automatic life for 
ALL?? – vs. 17,18 

Romans 5:19  

    For as by one 
man's disobedience 

many were made 
sinners, so also by 

one Man's 
obedience many will 
be made righteous.  

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 
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2 Cor. 5:21  

(NKJV)  

    For He made Him 
who knew no sin to be 

sin for us, that we 
might become the 

righteousness of God 
in Him.  

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 

David Landon – 
Sharp / Landon Debate–  

The apostle Paul gives both sides 
of this exchange in one verse, . . 
. That being “made the 
righteousness of God” is by the 
imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to us follows 
from the parallel that Paul 
draws from Christ being made a 
sinner. Our Lord is not actually 
“made” a sinner. Rather, our 
sins are imputed to Him. In like 
manner His righteousness is 
imputed to us.  
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By Forgiving Us, Washing 
Away Our Sins With The 
Blood of Christ! – Rom 
3:25; 5:9; Col 2:11-13 

The righteous 
for the 

unrighteous – 
Is. 53:10-12;           

1 Pet 3:18 
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 A.T. Robertson – “He 
made to be sin . . . God 
“treated as sin” the one 
“who knew no sin.” 

 No transferring here – but 
accounting –  

 Jesus who knew no sin 
received the punishment 
of a sinner – Heb 4:15 

 We – who have known sin 
– can receive life as if we 
had never sinned!! 

2 Cor. 5:21  

(NKJV)  

    For He made Him 
who knew no sin to be 

sin for us, that we 
might become the 

righteousness of God 
in Him.  

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 
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 1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) who Himself bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live 
for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed.  

 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) For Christ also suffered once for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the 
Spirit,  

 1 John 2:2 (KJV) And he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  

 Hebrews 2:9 (NKJV) But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of 
God, might taste death for everyone.  
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Philip. 3:8-9 

[9] and be found in Him, 
not having my own 

righteousness, which is 
from the law, but that 

which is through faith in 
Christ, the 

righteousness which is 
from God by faith;  

David Landon – 
Sharp / Landon Debate–  

Paul, in verse 8, considers 
together all those 
excellencies, of which he 
had just taken inventory in 
verses 4-6, as so much dung 
compared to that 
righteousness which comes 
from God, and is received by 
faith alone.  

It is union with Christ (note 
the phrase in him, vs 8) that 
entitles us to this blessing. 

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 
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Philip. 3:8-9 

[9] and be found in Him, 
not having my own 

righteousness, which is 
from the law, but that 

which is through faith in 
Christ, the 

righteousness which is 
from God by faith;  

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 

 Once more, Calvinists just 
assume and assert that 
“the righteousness of God” 
is the righteous life of 
Christ.  

 The “righteousness of God” 
is the divine plan of 
forgiveness of sins through 
Christ (Rom 1:17; 3:21-26).  

 The Law did not bring 
forgiveness, (Gal 3:10-13) 
– Our righteousness 
depends on forgiveness in 
Christ!!! 
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Account & 
Impute - same 
word – 
logizomai 

Ones FAITH is 
accounted 
UNTO 
justification – 
Not the faith of 
another!! 

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 

Romans 4:5-8 

[5]  But to him who does not 
work but believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith 

is accounted for 
righteousness, [6] just as 
David also describes the 

blessedness of the man to 
whom God imputes 

righteousness apart from 
works:  
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 Account & Impute - 
same word – logizomai 

 Ones FAITH is 
accounted UNTO 
justification – Not the 
faith of another!! 

 This occurs when 
God forgives a 
person of his sins 
when he by faith 
obeys from the heart 
the gospel!! (Rom 
6:3-18; 1 Jn 1:9) Psalm 32:1-5 

Does This Passage Teach 
That Sin & 

Righteousness Are 
Transferred?? 

Romans 4:5-8 (NKJV)  

[7] "Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, 

    And whose sins are 
covered;  

    [8] Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord shall not 

impute sin." 
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 The transfer of Adams sin to his 
posterity – (Rom 5:18,19; but 
note verse 12) 

 The transfer of the believers sins 
to Christ – (1 Cor. 5:21 – Did 
Jesus become a sinner – Heb 
4:15?) 

 The transfer of Christ’s righteous 
life to the believer – (Phili 3:8,9 
– But the obedient believer is 
truly righteous due to being 
forgiven – Rom 3:21-24; 1 John 
3:7)  
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 The doctrine denies the efficacy of 
the blood sacrifice of Christ for our 
justification. - (Romans 5:9; 
Hebrews 10:14).  

 The doctrine portrays justification 
as an elaborate scheme of divine 
pretense. (Romans 5:18-19; 
Ephesians 4:24; 1 John 3:7). 

 The doctrine allows the believer to 
continue to live in sin without God 
imputing that sin to his account – 
(Rom 6:1-18; 1 Cor. 6:9-11;1 John 
1:7-2:1) 
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 Means to be forgiven, saved, 
justified . . . Acts 2:38; Rom 
1:16,17; 4:3,6-8; Jam 2:21-
23 

 That's all — nothing more! 
 No passage teaches Jesus' 

righteousness is given to 
you, or that your sin can be 
given to anyone else! Ezk. 
18:20-24 
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 Righteousness is attributed 
unto us when we submit by 
faith to the conditions of 
pardon prescribed by God in 
the gospel whether alien 
sinners or erring children! 
Acts 2:38; 1 John 1:9 

 Declared Not guilty by pardon 
- Accounted as though one 
had never sinned . . . 


