


Memory Work: "No servant can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon." -Luke 16:13.  

• On Day Four of our Study Christ teaches 
on the subject of receiving sinners. 

– The parable of the lost son. Luke 15:11-32. 

– The Focus is on the Fathers Love. 

– The heart needed for forgiveness. 

– The Actions taken for forgiveness.  

– The attitude of the older son. 
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Lesson Four: The Perean Ministry – Instruction to Disciples 



Luke 15:11-32 
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 The charge against Jesus by the 
Pharisees and scribes... "This man 
receives sinners and eats with  
them."- Luke 15:2  

 Jesus responds with a parabolic 
triptych ... 

 1) "The Lost Sheep" - Lk 15:3-7  

 2) "The Lost Coin" - Lk 15:8-10  

 3) "The Prodigal Son" - Lk 15:11-
32 
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God’s Love For Sinful Man & His 
Desire To Save Us – 

 God Seeks Our Safety . . . 

 We Are Valuable To God. . . 

 The Desire of Our Heavenly 
Father That The Erring 
Sinner Repent!! (cf. 2 Peter 
3:9) 
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Luke 15:20-24 
“And he arose and came to his father. But 

when he was still a great way off, his father 
saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell 
on his neck and kissed him. And the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ But the father said to his 

servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ And they began to be merry.” (NKJV) 
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 We note first of all that the father was generous (Luke 15:11,12). 
 How can we even begin to put a price tag on God's generosity to the 

world? 
 Generosity is a quality that every Christian must also develop. 

 Jesus Himself taught, "It is more blessed to give than to 
receive"; and as children of God, we must learn to be generous 
with not just our money, but also with our time and our 
talents. 

 Consider, for example, the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. 
 Furthermore, the apostle John shows that true love can abide 

in those who have the world's goods only if they are generous 
to their brethren whom they know to be in     need. Love must 
be manifest in deed and truth (1 Jn. 3:17,18). 

 And the Christian's generosity should not be limited to only 
Christians: (Gal. 6:10). This verse is directed toward the 
individual Christian, rather than the church as a whole. 
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 The father treated his son with kindness. 
 There is no mention that the son left because his father had 

been mean and cruel; to the contrary, the context shows his 
father to have been an agreeable, kind person. 

 The son left, therefore, without one bad thing to say about 
his father. 

 In similar fashion, fathers are instructed in Ephesians  6:4  
 This, of course, does not mean that parents should never 

use necessary punishment, for fear of driving their children 
away. 

 For the principle of "sparing not the rod" is found in many 
places throughout the Bible. Consider also Hebrews 12:5-11, 
where reproving, discipline, and even scourging is seen in 
relation to God's love for His children. 

 Nehemiah knew of the Lord's character: (Neh. 9:17). 
 How great is that lovingkindness? (Isa. 54:8). 
 We learn elsewhere that it is "the kindness of God" that 

leads one to repentance (Rom. 2:4), and that we have the 
responsibility to "continue in His kindness" in order to keep 
enjoying His blessings and not miss out (Rom. 11:21,22). 
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 The father was good to not only his sons, but also to his servants 
as well (Luke 15:17-19).  

 In like manner, God has always been concerned for all humanity; 
and we can see this demonstrated with Jonah and the heathen 
city of Nineveh, with the woman at the well (who happened to 
be a Samaritan--Jn. 4), and with many others--whether Jews or 
non-Jews. 

 His promise to Abraham was that "...in your seed all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed..." (Gen. 22:18), which 
has reference to Jesus and the salvation that is made 
possible by Him for "whosoever will" (Gal. 3:16,19; Rev.  
22:17).  

 Even now, the Lord "...causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous" 
(Matt.  5:45). 

 For He has also--and especially--been good to all by sending 
Jesus Christ to die for every sinner--since the Lord wants 
none to perish, but all to come to repentance and salvation 
(2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4).  

 People, however, must be willing to accept this extremely 
kind offering by their faith and obedience. 
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 The father recognized the free moral agency of his 
son and didn't try to force him to stay nor return. 
Rather, the son had to make up his own mind (Luke 
15:17,18). 

 Similarly, God commands people to repent (Acts 
17:30) and shows them how to live in the New 
Testament, but He doesn't force anyone to go against 
his or her will to do so. 

 The prodigal son was wise in realizing the bad 
situation he had fallen into and the remedy for it. He 
"came to his senses" and did something about it 
(Luke 15:17,18). 

 This is also necessary for sinners today.  We must 
first "come to our senses" by reasoning together 
with the Lord (Isa. 1:18) and then, being 
convinced of what is best, decide to follow in the 
way of the Lord. 
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 It was Joshua who urged his people to 

"...choose for yourselves today whom you 

will serve" (Josh. 24:51). 

 And Jesus points out that there are only 

two ways from which to choose: the broad 

road that leads to destruction, which many 

are traveling, or the narrow road that leads 

to eternal life, which only a few will find 

(Matt. 7:13,14). 

 We know the choice God wants us to make (2 

Pet. 3:9), but we must make that choice by 

our own free will. 
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 The father had a heart that was ready to 

forgive. While his son was still a long way 

off, "his father saw him, and felt compassion 

for him, and ran and embraced him, and 

kissed him" (Luke 15:20). The father 

certainly did not need to be coaxed to do 

this. 

 As a result, the son--whom the father 

formerly viewed as being "dead"--was now 

received back gladly and restored to full 

sonship, after he had humbly acknowledged 

his sin and unworthiness (Luke 15:21-24). 
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 God will restore us, likewise, if we meet the 
necessary conditions: Backslidden Christians need 
to "repent and pray" for forgiveness (Acts 
8:13-22; see also 1 John 1:9). 

 Alien sinners can receive sonship when they 
obey the truth, which involves hearing the 
word, believing in Christ, confessing faith in 
the Lord, and being baptized in water so that 
their sins will be forgiven (Rom. 10:17; Acts 
2:36,38; Rom. 10:9,10). 

 Yes, God desires the return of all who have gone 
astray: (Ezek. 33:11). 

 It is the lost whom Jesus came for: as He says 
in Luke 5:32, "I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance." 
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 The son's return brought great joy: 
"...And they began to be merry" 
(Luke 15:24). In similar fashion, the 
Bible tells us that "...there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents" (Luke 
15:10). 

 As glad as the father was to receive 
his son back, even more so is God's 
desire and joy toward seeing every 
lost soul return to Him in a saved 
state. 
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 IS GENEROUS – Rom. 5:12 
 IS KIND – 2 Pet. 3:9-10 
 IS GOOD TO ALL – John 3:16 
 RECOGNIZES FREEWILL – Gen 2:17 
 IS FORGIVING – Matt. 27 
 REJOICES IN OUR SALVATION  

 
 “WE ARE THE PRODIGAL SON” 
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 What Sin Is - 

 The Destructive Nature of 
Sin – 

 The Power To Change  

 God will forgive the penitent 
sinner who returns to Him – 

 Our Need To Forgive The 
Sinner Who Returns Home!! 
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2 Cor. 5:20  
    Now then, we are ambassadors 

for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore 

you on Christ's behalf, be 
reconciled to God.  


