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Thu Night The Agony in the 

Garden 

26:30 

26:36-46 

14:26 

14:32-34 

22:39-46 18:1 

Fri Pre-Dawn Jesus Betrayed 

Arrested 

Forsaken 

26:47-56 14:43-52 22:47-53 18:2-12 

Fri Pre-Dawn 1st Stage of 

Jewish Trial 

Before Annas 

Ecclesiastical 

18:12-14 

18:19-23 

Fri Pre-Dawn 2nd Stage of 

Jewish Trial 

Before Caiaphas 

and Sanhedrin 

Ecclesiastical 

 

26:57-68 14:53-65 22:54-65 18:24 

Day Time Event Matthew Mark Luke John 
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Fri Dawn Peter Denies Jesus 26:58; 69-75 14:54, 66-

72 

22:54-62 18:15-27 

Fri Morning 3rd Stage of Jewish 

Trial 

Formal 

Condemnation by 

Sanhedrin 

Ecclesiastical 

27:1-2 15:1 22:66-71 

Fri Morning Suicide of Judas 27:3-10 

Fri Morning 1st Stage of Roman 

Trial 

1st Time before 

Pilate 

Civil 

27:2, 11-14 15:2-5 23:1-5 18:28-38 

Day Time Event Matthew Mark Luke John 
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Fri Morning 2nd Stage of Roman 

Trial 

Before Herod 

Antipas - Civil 

23:6-12 

Fri Morning 3rd Stage of Roman 

trial 

2nd Time before 

Pilate 

Jesus Sentenced 

Civil  

27:15-30 15:6-15 23:13-25 18:39-

19:16 

Fri Morning Jesus Tortured By 

Romans 

27:27-30 15:16-19 

Fri Morning The Way To 

Golgotha 

27:31-34 15:20-23 23:26-33 19:16-17 

Day Time Event Matthew Mark Luke John 



THE TRIAL OF JESUS 

CHRIST – AD 33 

“The Travesty of Justice Can Be Clearly Seen 
As One Studies The “Kangaroo Court” Of The 

1st Century Religious Leaders” 



Condemned To Death Before Any 

Trial Had Started – Stage One 
 THE INTERROGATION BEFORE ANNAS 
 John 18:12-14 

 “Then the band and the captain and officers 
of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, And 
led him away to Annas first; for he was father 
in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest 
that same year.  Now Caiaphas was he, which 
gave counsel to the Jews, that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the 
people.”  

 ***Note:*** The Conviction Before the 
Trial Began! 



Condemned To Death Before Any 

Trial Had Started – Stage One 
 THE INTERROGATION BEFORE ANNAS 

 John 18:19-23 
 “The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of 

his doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the 
world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the 
temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret 
have I said nothing. Why askest thou me? ask them 
which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, 
they know what I said. And when he had thus spoken, 
one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the 
palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest 
so?  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?”  

 ***Note:*** The Abuse During This First 
Interrogation of Christ 



Condemned To Death Before Any 

Trial Had Started – Stage Two 
 Before Caiaphas and Sanhedrin: 

 John 18:24 
“Now Annas had sent him bound 
unto Caiaphas the high priest.” 

 Matt 26:57 
“And they that had laid hold on Jesus 
led him away to Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and the 
elders were assembled.”  



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial 

Had Started – Stage Two 
 Before Caiaphas and Sanhedrin: 

 Matt 26:59-68 
 “Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, 

sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 
But found none: yea, though many false witnesses 
came, yet found they none.  At the last came two false 
witnesses,  And said, This fellow said, I am able to 
destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.  
And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest 
thou nothing? what is it which these witness against 
thee?  But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest 
answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the 
Son of God.  

 ***NOTE:*** THE ABUSE DURING INTERROGATION! 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial 

Had Started – Stage Two 
 Before Caiaphas and Sanhedrin: 

 Matt 26:59-68 

 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I 
say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his 
clothes, saying,  He hath spoken blasphemy; what 
further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye 
have heard his blasphemy.  What think ye? They 
answered and said, He is guilty of death. Then did 
they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others 
smote him with the palms of their hands,  Saying, 
Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote 
thee?” 

 ***NOTE:*** THE ABUSE DURING INTERROGATION! 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – Stage Two 
 Before Annas, Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin: THIS IS THE 

ECCLESIASTICAL COURT 
 There are several irregularities in this court hearing. 

 There are no witnesses called for the Lord’s Defense. 
 There is cross questioning by the Judges. 

 This is a strict violation of the Jewish Law at this time. 
 When Annas and Caiaphas questioned Him, it was in 

order to self incriminate Himself – this is a violation of 
the law. 

 Hearsay evidence is allowed. 
 In religious trials this was not allowed. 

 The Sanhedrin failed to cast lots. 
 This was done from the youngest to the oldest – so as to 

not allow them to be influenced by the older. 
 The Sanhedrin failed to fast and pray for one day. 



 Before Herod and Pilate - In The Civil Trial 
 Soldiers were allowed to smite the Lord in court: 

 Done with official approval of Annas and Caiaphas 
 There is no time allowed for an appeal. 
 They allowed false and contradicting witnesses to 

testify again Him. 
 Pilate declared Him guiltless four times and yet was 

still held in custody. 
 Final verdict was given in fear of losing office.  
 Jesus is sentenced the same day as the trial. 

 Jewish law required the guilty party to be 
sentenced the following day. 

Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – Stage Two 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Two 

 Key Facts About This Stage: 

 False Witnesses 

 Charge on the Destruction of The 
Temple – cf Jer 26:9-11 

 Charges brought On Blasphemy 

 Stage Interlude With the Denial of 
Peter – John 18:15-18; 25-27; Matt 
26:58, 69-75 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started 

– Stage Three 
 Jesus is Formally Condemned By The 

Sanhedrin 
 Matt 27:1-2 

 “When the morning was come, all the 
chief priests and elders of the people 
took counsel against Jesus to put 
him to death: And when they had 
bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the 
governor.” 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started 

– Stage Three 
 Jesus is Formally Condemned By The Sanhedrin 

 Luke 22:66- 23:1 
 “And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and 

the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led 
him into their council, saying,  Art thou the Christ? tell 
us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not 
believe: And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, 
nor let me go.  Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the 
right hand of the power of God. Then said they all, Art 
thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye 
say that I am. And they said, What need we any 
further witness? for we ourselves have heard of 
his own mouth. And the whole multitude of them 
arose, and led him unto Pilate.  

 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Four 
 Jesus is Led To Pilate 

 John 18:28-38 
 “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of 

judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went 
not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; 
but that they might eat the passover.  Pilate then went 
out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye 
against this man?  They answered and said unto him, If 
he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered 
him up unto thee. Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye 
him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews 
therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death: That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, 
which he spake, signifying what death he should die.  
Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and 
called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the 
Jews?   



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Four 
 Jesus is Led To Pilate 

 John 18:28-38 
 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or 

did others tell it thee of me?  Pilate answered,  Am I a Jew? 
Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee 
unto me: what hast thou done?  

 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him, Art 
thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a 
king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every 
one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto 
him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no 
fault at all.”  



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Four 
 Jesus is Led To Pilate 

 Matt. 27:11-14 
 “And Jesus stood before the governor: and 

the governor asked him, saying, Art thou 
the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto 
him, Thou sayest.  And when he was 
accused of the chief priests and elders, he 
answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto 
him, Hearest thou not how many things 
they witness against thee?  And he 
answered him to never a word; insomuch 
that the governor marvelled greatly.” 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started 

– Stage Four 

 Three More Charges Are Brought Against 
Christ: 

 Charge on Forbidding To Pay Taxes 

 Charge That Christ Is A King 

 Charge That He Was Perverting The Nation 

 Interlude – Judas Commits Suicide --- 
Matt 27:3-10 cf. Acts 1:18-19 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Five 
 Jesus is Sent By Pilate To Herod Antipas: 

 Luke 23:6-12 --- Only recorded by Luke 
 “When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man 

were a Galilaean.  And as soon as he knew that he belonged 
unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who 
himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.  And when 
Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was 
desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard 
many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him.   

 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he 
answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes 
stood and vehemently accused him. And Herod with his 
men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and 
arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to 
Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod were made 
friends together: for before they were at enmity between 
themselves.” 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Five 

 Jesus is Sent By Pilate To Herod 
Antipas: 
 Herod The Tetrarch – Luke 3:1 

 Note The Residences of Both Men: 
 Pilate resided in Caesarea 
 Herod resided in Tiberias 

 Chief Priests and Scribes accuse 
Jesus of a Seventh Charge 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Six 
 Jesus is sent back to Pilate: 

 John 18:39 – 19:16 ; Matthew 27:15-30 
 “Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto 

the people a prisoner, whom they would.  And they had then 
a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.  Therefore when they 
were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will 
ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is 
called Christ?  For he knew that for envy they had delivered 
him.  When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife 
sent unto him, saying,  Have thou nothing to do with that 
just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream because of him. But the chief priests and elders 
persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and 
destroy Jesus.  The governor answered and said unto them, 
Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?  They 
said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let 
him be crucified.   



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Six 
 Jesus is sent back to Pilate: 

 Matthew 27:15-30 
 “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that 

rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of 
the blood of this just person: see ye to it.  Then 
answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and 
on our children.  Then released he Barabbas unto them: 
and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 
crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 
into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole 
band of soldiers.    

 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.  
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it 
upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they 
bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took 
the reed, and smote him on the head.”  



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Six 
 Expression of George L. Robinson 

 “Poor Pilate.   The most lamentable spectacle 
in all history!   Weak, and therefore wicked!   
He compromised with the Jews out of sheer 
policy!   Vacillating like a ball tossed between 
his convictions and his fears.  He died a 
suicide, as Eusebius tells us in far away 
France.  One, however; hardly wonders at his 
fate, as he recalls how Pilate saw in Jesus 
only His humanity: ’Behold the man!’  Had he 
only seen divinity in Jesus he would 
doubtless have cried out as doubting Thomas 
did, ‘My Lord and my God’”. 

 Via – The Firm Foundation – June 18th 1957 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Six 

 Pilate releases One – Barabbas 

 Josephus tells of one who committed 
murder in Pilate’s Days - for money had 
been taken out of the temple treasury. 

 Pilate calls the Chief Priests and Rulers of The 
Jews. 

 Jesus is Scourged – This Is Punishment for 
the Crimes and Charges brought against 
Him. 

 Crown of Thorns and the Mocking of Jesus. 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial Had Started – 

Stage Six 

 Pilate brings Jesus Out and Pronounces Him 
“Not Guilty” 

 The Mob cries out “Crucify Him” and Pilate 
is charged as not been a Friend of Caesar. 

 Jesus is Condemned to Death by Pilate and 
Jesus is condemned to be Crucified. 

 An 8th Charge is brought against Jesus – 
that he “made himself to be the Son of God” 
– cf Lev. 24:16 



Condemned To Death Before Any Trial 

Had Started – Stage Six 

 Jesus and Pilate Go Back into 
the Praetorium 

Jesus is Formally condemned 
at the “Pavement or 
Gabbatha” 

 Pilate Washes His Hands – cf. 
Deut 21:1-9 


