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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Author: Paul 
• Date: From AD 49-58 

• When Written: Either Journey 2nd or 3rd 
• Place of Writing: Those who identify the 

recipients of Galatians as the believers in 
the southern cities of Galatia generally 
consider that the epistle was written 

from Antioch of Syria in about a.d. 48 
just before the Jerusalem Council (Acts 

15). 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Who Are the Galatians? 
– Greek writers commonly used Galavtai (Galatians) and 

Kevltai or Ketoiv (Celts) interchangeably, as did Latin 
authors with Celtae (Celts), Galli (Gauls), and Galatae 
(Galatians).  

– Originating in the Danube River basin of central Europe, 
the Celts migrated into Switzerland, southern Germany, 
and northern Italy, then into France and Britain, and 
finally southeastward into the Balkan peninsula and 
Asia Minor. 

– In Britain they were most commonly known as Celts; in 
France as Gauls and their territory there as Gallia; in 
Asia Minor as Galatians and their region as Galatia or 
Gallograecia (“the land of the Greek-speaking Gauls”) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• In Paul’s day the Roman province of Galatia 
stretched right through the heart of Asia Minor, 
from Pontus on the Black Sea to Pamphylia on 
the Mediterranean (cf. Pliny [a.d. 23–79], 
Historia Naturalis 5.147: “Galatia touches on 
Cabalia in Pamphylia”).  

• The churches addressed by Paul, therefore, 
might theoretically have been located anywhere 
within these boundaries. 
– Longenecker, Richard N., Word Biblical 

Commentary, Volume 41: Galatians, (Dallas, 
Texas: Word Books, Publisher) 1998. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Dating of the Book: 
– Most North Galatianists posit that the letter was written on 

Paul’s third missionary journey (if the framework of Acts is 
accepted), sometime between a.d. 53 and 58—though 
Betz suggests between a.d. 50 and 55 (Galatians, 9–12).  

– Most South Galatianists view it as having been written 
either during the early part of Paul’s second missionary 
journey sometime around a.d. 49–50, or after Paul’s first 
missionary journey but before the Jerusalem Council in 
a.d. 49—though Burton thought a.d. 53–54 to be most 
likely (Galatians, xliv–liii), and Robinson suggests about 
a.d. 56 (Redating, 55–57, citing E. H. Askwith, The Epistle 
to the Galatians [1899]). 
• Longenecker, Richard N., Word Biblical Commentary, Volume 41: 

Galatians, (Dallas, Texas: Word Books, Publisher) 1998. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Paul’s Visits To Jerusalem: 
– That Gal 2:1–10 is the Jerusalem Council visit of Acts 

15:1–30, with the famine visit of Acts 11:27–30 left 
unrelated to the question or seen as unimportant for 
Paul’s polemic in Galatians.  
• This is the traditional view that held the field virtually 

unchallenged until the early twentieth century. Only John 
Calvin, it seems, demurred in identifying Gal 2:1–10 with 
Acts 11:27–30, though without defense. 

– That Gal 2:1–10 is the famine visit of Acts 11:27–30, 
with the Jerusalem Council visit of Acts 15:1–30 taking 
place after Galatians was written.  
• This view became an option when the revised form of the 

South Galatian hypothesis was proposed. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• In Galatians Paul speaks of two visits, and only two, which he made as 
a Christian to Jerusalem: a visit three years after his conversion, in 
1:18–20; and a visit “fourteen years later,” in 2:1–10 

• (Paul speaks of a third visit, the collection visit, in Rom 15:25–33, 1 
Cor 16:1–4, and 2 Cor 1:16). Five visits to Jerusalem, however, are 
given in Acts, which may conveniently be labeled 
– the conversion visit, 9:26–30;  
– the famine visit, 11:27–30;  
– the Jerusalem Council, 15:1–30;  
– the hasty visit, 18:22 (while the name “Jerusalem” does not appear in 18:22, 

Jerusalem is certainly implied by the absolute use of “the church” [th;n 
ejkklhsivan] and the expressions “went up” [ajnabav"] and “went down” 
[katevbh]; and  

– the collection visit, 21:15–17. Six Jerusalem visits may be seen in Acts if eij" 
ÆIerousalhvm of 12:25 is accepted; but though eij" is better attested externally, 
scholars usually conclude on the basis of internal factors that ejx ÆIerousalhvm 
was the original reading. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Purpose of the Letter: 
– The Judaizers in Galatia both discredited Paul and proclaimed a 

false gospel.  
– It was necessary that Paul vindicate his apostleship and message, a 

task he undertook in the first two chapters. In this autobiographical 
section Paul demonstrated convincingly that his apostleship and his 
message came by revelation from the risen Christ.  

– In chapters 3 and 4 Paul contended for the true doctrine of grace.  
– Finally, to show that Christian liberty does not mean license the 

apostle, in chapters 5 and 6, taught that a Christian should live by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and that when he does he manifests in 
his life not the works of the flesh but the fruit of the Spirit. 

– Galatians was written to remedy a desperate situation, to call early 
Christians back from the Mosaic Law to grace, from legalism to 
faith. It is an emphatic statement of salvation by faith apart from 
meritorious works and is as relevant today as when it was originally 
penned. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Outline of the Book: 
– Introduction (1:1-10) 
– The salutation (1:1-5) 
– The denunciation (1:6-10) 
– Personal: A Defense of Paul’s Authority (1:11-2:21) 

• He was independent of the apostles (1:11-24) 
• Thesis: Paul’s gospel was a revelation (1:11-12) 
• Events before Paul’s conversion (1:13-14) 
• Events at Paul’s conversion (1:15-16a) 
• Events after Paul’s conversion (1:16b-24) 
• He was recognized by the apostles (2:1-10) 
• He rebuked the reputed chief of the apostles (Peter) 

(2:11-21) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Doctrinal: A Defense of Justification 
by Faith (chaps. 3-4) 
– Vindication of the doctrine (chap. 3) 

• By the experience of the Galatians (3:1-5) 

• By the example of Abraham (3:6-9) 

• By the effect of the Law (3:10-12) 

• By the work of Christ (3:13-14) 

• By the permanence of faith (3:15-18) 

• By the purpose of the Law (3:19-25) 

• By the believer’s present position (3:26-29) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Doctrinal: A Defense of Justification by Faith 
(chaps. 3-4) 
– Illustration of the doctrine (chap. 4) 

• A legal illustration (4:1-7) 
• A personal plea (4:8-20) 
• An appeal not to turn to legalism (4:8-11) 
• An appeal to remember their relationship (4:12-16) 
• An appeal to consider Paul’s attitude toward them (4:17-20) 

– A biblical illustration (4:21-31) 
– The historical facts (4:21-23) 
– The allegorical interpretation (4:24-27) 
– The personal application (4:28-31) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Practical: A Defense of Christian Liberty (5:1-6:10) 
– A life apart from Law (5:1-12) 
– Turning to Law ruins grace (5:1-2) 
– Turning to Law makes man a debtor (5:3) 
– Turning to Law is to fall away from grace (5:4-6) 
– Turning to Law hinders the progress of believers (5:7-10) 
– Turning to Law removes the offense of the Cross (5:11-12) 

• A life apart from license (5:13-15) 
• A life according to the Spirit (5:16-26) 
• The promise of victory over sin (5:16-18) 
• The peril to victory over sin (5:19-21) 
• The power for victory over sin (5:22-23) 
• The provision for victory over sin (5:24-26) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Practical: A Defense of Christian Liberty (5:1-6:10) 
– A life of service (6:1-10) 

• Toward the Christian who has sinned (6:1) 
• Toward the Christian who is burdened (6:2-5) 
• Toward the pastor-teacher (6:6-9) 
• Toward all men (6:10) 
• Conclusion (6:11-18) 

– Paul’s autograph (6:11) 
– Paul’s adversaries (6:12-13) 
– Paul’s boast (6:14-16) 
– Paul’s benediction (6:17-18) 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Arguments for Paul’s Gospel, 1:1-10. 
– Personal greetings, 1-5. 
– Source and agency of his apostleship, 1:1. 
– His associates in the gospel, 1:2. 

• Salutation, 1:3. 
• Occasion of the epistle, 1:6-10. 

– Their removal to a different gospel, 1:6-7. 

• Divine judgment upon perverters, 1:8-9. 
• His passion to please God, 1:10. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Paul’s gospel divinely revealed, 1:11-24. 
– The divine source, 1:11-12. 
– Not according to man, 1:11. 
– By revelation of Christ, 1:12. 

• Proof of its source, 1:13-24. 
– His conversion and early ministry independent of man, 

1:13-17. 
– His early life - opposition to Christianity, 1:13-14. 
– His call and conversion - not from man, 1:15-17. 

• His visit to Jerusalem, not long enough, 1:18-24. 
– Saw only a few, 1:18-21. 

• Still unknown to churches of Judea, 1:22-24. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• If Paul had conferred with Flesh and 
Blood: 

– Apostles – The twelve.   

• If he had been taught by them only, he would have 
been an ordinary uninspired man liable to mistakes. 

– Gamaliel - His old teacher. 

• He would have learned nothing about the gospel. 

– Sanhedrin - Theologians - highest court.  

• They would have only given adverse criticism. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• If Paul had conferred with Flesh and 
Blood: 
– Pharisees - Traditionalists. 

• They would have compelled him to follow the traditions of 
the fathers. 

– Sadducees - Materialists. 
• They would have opposed his idea of the resurrection. 

– Mother and Father –  
• They would have pleaded with threats and tears for him 

not to leave Judaism. 

– Young Friends –  
• Paul, you are getting too serious, becoming a fanatic, 

don’t desert your friends, etc. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• At The Jerusalem Visit: 
– At the Jerusalem meeting his gospel was fully 

recognized by the others, 2:1-10. 

– They did not censure his teaching and practice 
on circumcision, 2:1-5. 

– Those of repute told him nothing new but 
recognized the evidences of his apostolic 
ministry, 2:6-8. 

– James, Cephas and John sanctioned his work 
among the Gentiles, 2:9-10. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Chapters 1-2 – Arguments made for the 
Gospel Paul Preached: 
– Paul’s gospel or apostleship not from man, 1:1-10 
– His conversion and ministry independent of man, 

1:11-24 
– At the Jerusalem meeting his gospel was fully 

recognized by the others, 2:1-10. 
– His gospel maintained against Peter, 2:11-21. 
– The hypocritical attitude and conduct of Peter and 

the Jewish Christians, 2:11-13. 
– Paul’s reproof, 2:14-21. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Chapters 3-5 - Justification by faith – Not by the Law. 
– By their personal experience, 3:1-5. 
– By the case of Abraham, 3:6-9. 
– By the inability of the Law to justify, 3:10-12. 
– By the redemptive work of Christ, 3:13-14. 
– By showing that the blessings promised to Abraham do not 

come through the Law, 3:15-18. 
– By showing the nature and design of the Law, 3:19-22. 
– By showing that the faith makes sons of God, 3:23-29. 
– By showing they were as children under the Law, but full-

grown sons under the faith, 4:1-7. 
– By showing that this heirship would be forfeited by a return 

to bondage and would make Paul’s labors in vain, 4:8-20. 
– By the allegory of Sarah and Hagar, 4:21-5:1. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Chapters 3-5 - Justification by faith – what does it 
involve? 

• (A synecdoche – “a part standing for the whole” - 
Faith and works are not diametrically opposed) 
– It involves obedience, Rom. 1:5; 16:26. 
– It involves diligently seeking God, Heb. 11:6, 
– Abraham had faith that obeyed, Heb. 11:8. 
– It must work through love, Gal. 5:6. 
– We are justified by a faith that works, James 2:14-26 
– The works which must characterize our faith are not 

the works of the Law, but "works of God" or "works 
of faith," John 5:27-29. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• What Law Could Not Do: 
– Cause one to receive the Spirit, vs. 2. 

– Cause the working of miracles, vs. 5. 

– Redeem one from the curse, vs. 13. 

– Annul the covenant that was confirmed before 
by God, vs.17. 

– Bring the inheritance, vs. 18. 

– Give life, vs. 21. 

– Make one a son of God in Christ, vs. 26-29. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• What the Law did: 
– Placed everyone under a curse, vs. 10. 

– Caused everyone to do all of the law to be 
approved, vs. 12. 

– Made one aware of sin and its consequences, 
vs.19; see also Rom. 3:20; 7:13. 

– Brought all under the bondage of sin, vs. 22. 

– Was a tutor to bring one to Christ, vs. 24. 

– What of those who attempt to follow the Law 
today? 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• All the Jewish Terms are applied to 
Christians: 

– Children of Abraham ‒ Gal. 3:7 

– Abraham's Seed ‒ Gal. 3:29 

– The Israel of God ‒ Gal. 6:16 

– The Circumcision ‒ Phil. 3:3 

– A Jew Inwardly ‒ Rom. 2:28-29 

– The Chosen People ‒ 1 Pet. 2:9 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 
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AN ALLEGORY OF TWO COVENANTS - Galatians 4:21-31 



Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Paul’s Appeal for steadfastness and faithfulness – 
Chapters 5-6 
– Liberty in the gospel, 5:2-12. 
– Circumcision demands complete obedience to the Law, 2-5. 
– Words against the false teachers, 7-12. 
– Limitations and powers of freedom, 5:13-26. 
– Freedom should produce love, 13-15. 
– Victory over the flesh, 16-26. 
– Demands of freedom, 6:1-10. 
– Mutual helpfulness and responsibilities, 1-5. 
– We will reap what we sow, 6-10. 
– Concluding remarks, 6:11-18. 
– Motives of the Judaizers compared with his own, 12-17. 
– Benediction, 18. 
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THE “WE” and “US” IN GALATIANS 

IS PAUL TALKING ABOUT “CHURCHES” OR TO “CHRISTIANS”?   IF WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND 
GALATIANS 6:10, WE MUST KNOW! 

Galatians 3:13 --- redeemed “us”, being made a curse for “us”! 

Galatians 5:1 --- Christ hath made “us” free. 

Galatians 5:25 --- Let “us” also walk in the spirit 

Galatians 5:26 --- Let “us” not be desirous of vain glory 

Galatians 4:28 --- Now “we” are the children of promise 

Galatians 4:31 --- “we” are not children of the bond woman 

Galatians 5:5 --- for “we” wait for the Hope of Righteousness. 

Galatians 5:25 --- if “we” live in the spirit let “us” also walk 

Galatians 6:9 --- “we” shall reap if “we” faint not. 

Galatians 6:10 --- as “we” have Opportunity, let “us” do Good 

THE CHURCHES OF GALATIA WERE COMMANDED TO ASSIST THE SAINTS!!! --- 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 

Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 
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• NEITHER PASSAGE SAYS “ONLY” 

James 1:27, Gal. 6:10 

“Do Good To All Men” 

Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9 

“Repent And Pray For 

Forgiveness” 

Directed To Individuals Directed To Christians 

Church May Do  

Good To All Men ??? 

ALIEN SINNERS  

May Pray For  

Forgiveness??? 

THEREFORE 

APPLYING 

PASSAGES TO 

ONES NOT 
ADDRESSED 

THE PASSAGES DO NOT SAY INDIVIDUALS ONLY 



Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• The Context of Galatians 6:1-10 – are individual 
Christians: 
– Vrs 1 -- Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 

which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

– Vrs 2 -- Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ.  

– Vrs 3 -- For if a man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  

– Vrs 4 -- But let every man prove his own work, and then 
shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another.  

– Vrs 5 -- For every man shall bear his own burden.  
• The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Vrs 6 -- Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto 
him that teacheth in all good things.  

• Vrs 7 -- Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

• Vrs 8 -- For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.  

• Vrs 9 -- And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.  

• Vrs 10 -- As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  

• Paul Addresses Individuals Here As In: 
– Gal. 1:8; 2:17; 3:13; 3:23-25; 4:23,25, 4:28, 5:26 

• MAY THE CHURCH DO WHAT THESE 
INDIVIDUALS MAY? 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• Some Argue that all commands are to the 
church: 
– Galatians 1:2 – Addressed to the Church But: 

• Galatians 6:12 - “As many as desire to make a fair shew in 
the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest 
they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.” 

– Ephesians 1:1 – Addressed To The Church But: 
• Ephesians 4:28 - “Let him that stole steal no more: but 

rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which 
is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” 

– 1 Thessalonians 1:1 – Addressed To The Church But: 
• 1 Thessalonians 4:11 - “And that ye study to be quiet, and 

to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, 
as we commanded you;” 
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Lesson # 9 – The Book of Galatians 

• GALATIANS 6:10 - “As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith.” 

• THERE IS NO AUTHORITY IN THIS 
PASSAGE FOR THE CHURCH TO AID 
THOSE WHO ARE NOT SAINTS FROM 

ITS TREASURY! 
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