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CONGREGATIONAL 

INDEPENDENCE 

IT IS A MATTER OF INDEPENDENCE 

NOT DEPENDENCE…. 



Each congregation is to be in-  

dependent of every other congregation.  

 This is observable in God's revelation concerning 
elders. 

 Elders were ordained "in every church" (Acts. 
14:23). 

 They are to "take heed to all the flock, over 
which they Holy spirit" makes them 
"overseers" (Acts. 20:28 ). 

 Here "all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit" had 
made them "overseers," was the congregation at 
Ephesus (Acts. 20:17),  therefore, all they were to 
oversee was the congregation at Ephesus. 



 The Greek word from which "feed" is translated is 
defined: "to rule, govern" (Thayer, p. 527).   

 Therefore, each congregation is to be 
autonomous -- ruled or governed by her own 
elders. 

 No man nor group of men on earth is authorized by 
the word of God to have any control over the 
eldership or members of another local church. 

 The elders of a local congregation serve God under no 
one except Jesus Christ, their "chief shepherd" 
(Jn.10:14 & 1 Pt. 5:4), who is the "head over all things 
to the church" (Eph. 1:22). 

Elders are to "feed" the congregation 
they oversee (Acts. 20:17 & 28). 



Each congregation must be independent 

of any human institution.  

 By human institution I mean institutions conceived in 
the minds of men and brought into existence only 
through the efforts of men. 

 All three divine institutions (the family, civil 
government and the church) have human members. 

 These institutions are divine because each was 
conceived in the mind of God and is authorized to 
exist by His revealed will.   

 All other institutions have been conceived in the 
minds of men and are, therefore, not divine, but 
rather are human institutions. 



Each congregation must be independent 
of any human institution. 

 Historically, local churches of Christ have experienced much 
difficulty maintaining their independence from human 
institutions established for humanitarian, evangelistic and 
educational purposes.   

 Every local congregation must avoid being induced to 
relegate any of her God given responsibilities to another 
institution.   

 When one relegates his responsibility to another he 
invariably becomes dependent upon the other.   

 Therefore, in order to maintain independence a local 
congregation must not relegate her responsibility to another 
institution. 



EVERY CONGREGATION HAS 

A DIVINE WORK…. 
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WHAT THE CHURCH CAN DO 

AND MUST DO. 
 The primary work of the church is to evangelize and "seek and 

save the Lost." 

 The work of the church in fact is a further extension of the 
mission of Christ - cf. Matt. 1:21; 18:11; Lk 9:56; 19:10. 

 One can just look at the scriptures to realize the importance of this 
work. 

 First it can be seen in the universal need of salvation. 

 Rom. 3:9-10 - all under sin. 

 Rom. 3:23 - all have sinned. 

 Gal. 3:22 - all things under sin. 

 Eph. 2:1-5 - Dead in trespasses and Sins - cf. Rom. 6:23. 

 Eph. 2:12 - having no hope, without God. 



EVANGELISM THE WORK OF 

THE N.T. CHURCH 
 Secondly it can be seen in the fact that the gospel is God's 

power to save - Rom. 1:16-17. 

 I Cor. 15:12-14 -Corinthians saved by Gospel. 

 Acts 11:14 - word was to save Cornelius. 

 I Cor. 4:15 - they were begotten by the gospel - cf. I Peter 1:23. 

 John 15:3 - cleansed by the word. 

 Matt. 13:19; Lk. 8:11 - word of God the seed. 

 II Cor. 4:3-4 - those to whom the gospel is veiled perished. 

 Eph. 3:6 - partakers of the promises of God by the gospel. 

 II Tim. 1:10 - life and immortality brought to light. 

 Rom. 16:25-27 - made known unto obedience of faith.  



The Local church is God's agency in 

this work of Evangelization  

 Acts 13:1-3 - the church is the sending agency cf. Acts 
11:22. 

 Matt. 22:1-14 - the church the compelling agency. 

 I Tim. 3:14-15 - the church is the pillar and ground of 
truth. 

 Eph. 3:10 - wisdom of God made known through the 
church. 

 Eph. 3:21 - God to be glorified in the church throughout 
all ages. 

 Eph. 4:11-12 - building up the body of Christ the 
mission of the church - cf. I Cor. 12:28. 



Local congregations were the medium through 

which this work was done in the N.T. 

 Churches in Macedonia - II Cor. 11:8-9. 

 Church in Philipi - Phil. 4:15-18. 

 Church at Antioch - Acts 13:1-3; 14:27-28. 

 Church and Jerusalem - Acts 8:1-5. 

 

 Let me state for the record that though it is the 
churches duty to teach and evangelize, it is also the 
duty and role of every single member to be actively 

involved in personal evangelism. 



The work of the church is Restricted to 

the interest of the Saints: 

 Making Saints - Matt. 28:18-20; I Tim. 3:15; Phil. 1:5-7; 

4:15-17. 

 EDIFYING THE SAINTS 

 cf. I Cor. 14:5 

 cf. Col. 3:16. 

 cf. Eph. 5:19. 

 Done by Instruction - II Tim 4:1-4; II Tim. 3:16-17 

 Done by meeting for worship - Heb. 10:23-25 

 DISCIPLINING SAINTS - I Cor. 5. 



The Third Work of the church is that 

of Benevolence. 

 It is particularly in this area of work that so many false teachings and 
heresies abound. 

 The fact that the church should be involved in benevolent work 
cannot be denied. 

 Acts 4:35 ; Acts 6:1-6 

 Acts 11:27-29 ; Rom. 15:25-26 

 I Cor. 16:1-3 

 II Cor. 8-9 

 I Tim. 5:16 

 All these scriptures show that the church can and must work in this field. 

 The controversy that surrounds this work is to whom may the funds of 
the collective treasury go. 

 Only two options - "To all the needy in the world". 

 Or to those who are "saints". cf. II Cor. 9:13 8:4,9:1;12. 



Philippians 4:15-16 





I Believe In Congregational Cooperation! 

 Two congregations may send money to the same preacher – 2 
Corinthians 11:82.  

 One congregation may send to another congregation to provide 
for its needy members -- 1 Corinthians 16:1-33.  

 One congregation may send a letter of commendation to another 
congregation -- 2 Corinthians 3:14.  

 One congregation may send greetings to another congregation -- 
1 Corinthians 16:19.  

 One congregation may send messengers to another congregation 
concerning a spiritual matter -- Acts 15:1-4, 22-27.  

 Two congregations may pray for the needs of the same individual 
-- 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Ephesians 6:18-19.  

 One congregation may send a letter to another congregation 
concerning a spiritual matter -- Acts 15:23-30 

 Cooperate: "act or work together with another or  others for a 
common purpose" (Webster's New World Dictionary) 



Two Types of Cooperation 

 Joint 
 They are cooperating, yet 

each is dependent on the 
other 

 Both share control or one 
assumes control 

 Both pull the same log or 
plow. 

 Both take the same route. 

 Concurrent 

 They are cooperating, yet each 
acts independently of the other. 

 Each man controls his own 
animal.  

 Each man selects his own log 
size. 

 Each man picks his own route.  

In the N.T. churches cooperated 

concurrently, but never jointly! 



2 Corinthians 11:8-9 



The Sponsoring Church Has No 

Authority….. 
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THE SPONSORING CHURCH ARRANGEMENT 

IS…. 

 UNSCRIPTURAL BECAUSE…. 

 ELDERS ARE RULING OVER WORK WHICH IS 

SPONSORED BY OTHERS. 

 ELDERS RULE OVER OTHER CONGREGATIONS 

WORK 

 THERE IS NO SCRIPTURES THAT SHOW ONE 

ELDERSHIP MAY RECEIVE FUNDS FOR DOING 

THE WORK OF OTHER CHURCHES! 



Let each congregation zealously guard 

her own independence.  

 Let each congregation refuse to become 
dependent upon another congregation.   

 Let each congregation refuse to become 
dependent upon an internal controlling 
minority or majority.   

 Let each congregation refuse to become 
dependent upon any human institution 
whether it be a benevolent society, an 
evangelistic society or an educational society.  

Every congregation must avoid the sin of frittering 
away her independence. 


