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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

Lesson One: We Should Believe Because

 Hebrews 11:6 (ASV) ---- 6 And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasingMemory Verse:

unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
seek after him.

Introduction:
A. In every study it is always important to first note some of the basic facts that we know - thus giving

us a spring board from which to attack each topic in our consideration.
B. Here are the topics for which we will focus out study on:

1. Why Should We Believe The Bible?
2. How Did The Bible Come Down To Us?

a. What Books Belong in the Bible?
3. Does Historical & Archaeological Evidence Support The Trustworthiness of the Scriptures?
4. Does Bible Prophecy Support the Divine Origin of Scripture?
5. To What Extent Is The Bible Inspired?
6. Has the Text of the Bible Been Corrupted? 

a. What Is Meant By “The Scripture Cannot Be Broken?”
7. Can We Understand the Bible Alike?
8. How Do You Explain The Alleged Contradictions In The Bible?

C. So now lets gets right into the first part of our study - Why should we believe th Bible?

Body:
II. We should believe the Bible BECAUSE ....

A. - God Is – 
1. Faith (if it is faith) is NOT blind!! – Isaiah 40:22-26; Heb. 11:1;6; Rom. 1:20; 10:17

Isaiah 40:22-26 (ASV) ---- “22 It is he that sitteth above the circle of the earth, and thea.

inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in; 23 that bringeth princes to nothing; that maketh the
judges of the earth as vanity. 24 Yea, they have not been planted; yea, they have not been sown;
yea, their stock hath not taken root in the earth: moreover he bloweth upon them, and they
wither, and the whirlwind taketh them away as stubble. 25 To whom then will ye liken me, that
I should be equal to him? saith the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high, and see who hath
created these, that bringeth out their host by number; he calleth them all by name; by the
greatness of his might, and for that he is strong in power, not one is lacking.”1

b. Hebrews 11:6 (ASV) ---- 6 And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him;
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek
after him.

Romans 1:20 (ASV) ---- 20 For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world arec.

clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting power and
divinity; that they may be without excuse:

Romans 10:17 (ASV) ---- 17 So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.d.

2. There is more than sufficient evidence to support faith in God – Rom. 1:18-21; Psa. 19:1; 94:9;
143:5; Isa. 42:5; Job 12:9; 26:14; 36:24-33

Romans 1:18-21 (ASV) ---- 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against alla.

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hinder the truth in unrighteousness; 19 because
that which is known of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it unto them. 20 For the
invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through
the things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without
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excuse: 21 because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but
became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless heart was darkened.

Psalm 19:1 (ASV) ---- 1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament showethb.

his handiwork.

Psalm 94:9 (ASV) ---- 9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed the eye,c.

shall he not see?

Psalm 143:5 (ASV) ---- 5 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy doings; I muse ond.

the work of thy hands.

Isaiah 42:5 (ASV) ---- 5 Thus saith God Jehovah, he that created the heavens, and stretchede.

them forth; he that spread abroad the earth and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth
breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

Job 12:9 (ASV) ---- 9 Who knoweth not in all these, That the hand of Jehovah hath wroughtf.

this,

Job 26:14 (ASV) ---- 14 Lo, these are but the outskirts of his ways: And how small a whisperg.

do we hear of him! But the thunder of his power who can understand?

Job 36:24-33 (ASV) ---- 24 Remember that thou magnify his work, Whereof men have sung.h.

25 All men have looked thereon; Man beholdeth it afar off. 26 Behold, God is great, and we
know him not; The number of his years is unsearchable. 27 For he draweth up the drops of
water, Which distil in rain from his vapor, 28 Which the skies pour down And drop upon man
abundantly. 29 Yea, can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, The thunderings of his
pavilion? 30 Behold, he spreadeth his light around him; And he covereth the bottom of the sea.
31 For by these he judgeth the peoples; He giveth food in abundance. 32 He covereth his hands
with the lightning, And giveth it a charge that it strike the mark. 33 The noise thereof telleth
concerning him, The cattle also concerning the storm that cometh up. 1

3. God has both the power and desire to reveal himself and His will to and for His creation – Deut.
29:29; 1 Cor. 2:10; Eph. 3:5; Titus 2:11,12; 1 Peter 1:10-12

Deuteronomy 29:29 (ASV) ---- 29 The secret things belong unto Jehovah our God; but thea.

things that are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law.1

1 Corinthians 2:10 (ASV) ---- 10 But unto us God revealed them through the Spirit: for theb.

Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.1

Ephesians 3:5 (ASV) ---- 5 which in other generations was not made known unto the sons ofc.

men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;1

Titus 2:11-12 (ASV) ---- 11 For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men,d.

12 instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly and righteously and godly in this present world;1

1 Peter 1:10-12 (ASV) ---- 10 Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and searchede.

diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11 searching what time or
what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point unto, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow them. 12 To whom it
was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did they minister these things, which now
have been announced unto you through them that preached the gospel unto you by the Holy
Spirit sent forth from heaven; which things angel desire to look into. 1

B. – Divine Confirmation -
1. Fulfillment of prophecy - 2 Chron. 36:22; Ezra 1:1; Daniel 2:44; Matthew 27:35 

a. Isaiah 44:28-45:1 (NKJV)  Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all
My pleasure,    Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built,"  And to the temple, "Your foundation
shall be laid." '  [45:1] "Thus says the Lord to His anointed,  To Cyrus, whose right hand I have
held--  To subdue nations before him  And loose the armor of kings,  To open before him the
double doors,  So that the gates will not be shut: 
(a) The fact that God predicted more than 150 years in advance that a man named Cyrus would
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release the Jewish exiles points to God’s uniqueness. 
(b) 2 Chron. 36:22 (NKJV)  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the

Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it
in writing, saying,  (also Ezra 1:1-4)

Ezra 1:1-4 (ASV) ---- 1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word ofi)

Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Jehovah stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and
put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the
earth hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; and he hath charged me to build him
a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whosoever there is among you of all his
people, his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build
the house of Jehovah, the God of Israel (he is God), which is in Jerusalem. 4 And
whosoever is left, in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill-offering
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem. 1

Daniel 2:44 (ASV) ---- 44 And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up(c)

a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to
another people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.1

b. Prophecies Unique to Christ
(1) Virgin Birth - Isaiah 7:13-14 (ASV) ---- 13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David:

Is it a small thing for you to weary men, that ye will weary my God also? 14 Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.1

(a) Fulfilment - Luke 1:26-35 (ASV) ---- 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And
he came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee. 29
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation
this might be. 30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor
with God. 31 And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High:
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 and he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 34 And Mary
said unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 35 And the angel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Most High shall overshadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is begotten shall be
called the Son of God.1

(2) Born in Bethlehem - Micah 5:2 (ASV) ---- 2 But thou, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, which art
little to be among the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come forth unto me that is to
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.1

(a) Fulfilment - Matthew 2:1-11 (ASV) ---- 1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, Wise-men from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, 2 Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are
come to worship him. 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written through the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, land
of Judah, art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come forth
a governor, who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 7 Then Herod privily called the
Wise-men, and learned of them exactly what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them
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to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the young child; and when
ye have found him, bring me word, that I also may come and worship him. 9 And they,
having heard the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 And when they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the house and saw
the young child with Mary his mother; and they fell down and worshipped him; and
opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.1

(3) He would Enter in on a Colt - Zechariah 9:9-10 (ASV) ---- 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy king cometh unto thee; he is just, and
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass. 10 And
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow
shall be cut off; and he shall speak peace unto the nations: and his dominion shall be from
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.1

(a) Fulfilment - Matthew 21:1-9 (ASV) ---- 1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and
came unto Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying
unto them, Go into the village that is over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass
tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 3 And if any one say aught
unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 4
Now this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet,
saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, Meek, and
riding upon an ass, And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went, and did
even as Jesus appointed them, 7 and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their
garments; and he sat thereon. 8 And the most part of the multitude spread their garments
in the way; and others cut branches from the trees, and spread them in the way. 9 And the
multitudes that went before him, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.1

(4) He Would Be Betrayed by a Friend - Psalm 41:9 (ASV) ---- 9 Yea, mine own familiar
friend, in whom I trusted, Who did eat of my bread, Hath lifted up his heel against me.1

(a) Fulfilment - Mark 14:43-49 (ASV) ---- 43 And straightway, while he yet spake, cometh
Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a multitude with swords and staves, from the chief
priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now he that betrayed him had given them a token,
saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is he; take him, and lead him away safely. 45 And
when he was come, straightway he came to him, and saith, Rabbi; and kissed him. 46 And
they laid hands on him, and took him. 47 But a certain one of them that stood by drew his
sword, and smote the servant of the high priest, and struck off his ear. 48 And Jesus
answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a robber, with swords and staves
to seize me? 49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but this
is done that the scriptures might be fulfilled.1

(5) The price of the Betrayal - Zechariah 11:12 (ASV) ---- 12 And I said unto them, If ye think
good, give me my hire; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my hire thirty pieces of
silver.1

(a) Fulfilment - Matthew 27:3-10 (ASV) ----3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, when he saw
that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to
the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, I have sinned in that I betrayed innocent blood. But
they said, What is that to us? see thou to it. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver into the
sanctuary, and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 And the chief priests took
the pieces of silver, and said, It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is the
price of blood. 7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury
strangers in. 8 Wherefore that field was called, the field of blood, unto this day. 9 Then was
fulfilled that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And they took the
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was priced, whom certain of the children of
Israel did price; 10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me. 1
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(6) That He Would suffer in Silence - Isaiah 53:4-7 (ASV) ---- 4 Surely he hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted he opened not his
mouth; as a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb,
so he opened not his mouth.1

(a) Fulfilment - Mark 15:2-5 (ASV) ---- 2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the
Jews? And he answering saith unto him, Thou sayest. 3 And the chief priests accused him
of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how
many things they accuse thee of. 5 But Jesus no more answered anything; insomuch that
Pilate marvelled.1

(7) That Lots would be cast for his vestures - Psalm 22:18 (ASV) ---- 18 They part my
garments among them, And upon my vesture do they cast lots.1

(a) Fulfilment - Matthew 27:35 (NKJV)  Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments,
casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:  "They divided My
garments among them,  And for My clothing they cast lots."

(b) Fulfilment - John 19:24 (ASV) ---- 24 They said therefore one to another, Let us not rend
it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith,
They parted my garments among them, And upon my vesture did they cast lots.1

(8)  It must be noted that there are many other prophecies that pertain to a 24 hour period in
Christ’s life that can be studied.

(a) It it must be noted that these looked at above are prophesied between 1400-700 BC and
found their fulfilment between 4BC - 29 AD.

2. Unexplainable statements if not divinely inspired
a. The circle of the earth 

(1) (2000 BC) - Job 26:7-10 (NASB)   "He stretches out the north over empty space,    And
hangs the earth on nothing. [8] "He wraps up the waters in His clouds; And the cloud does
not burst under them. [9] "He obscures the face of the full moon, And spreads His cloud over
it. [10] "He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters,    At the boundary of light and
darkness. 

(2) God sustains the skies (cf. v. 13) over empty space and supports the earth on nothing—
(3) Statements amazingly in accord with facts not known or agreed on by scientists till a few

hundred years ago. 
(4) In the clouds in the sky God gathers up water (evaporation), and He can cover the… moon

with clouds. At the horizon… light and darkness seem to separate. The horizon is circular,
for the verb “marks out” translates the word  hÖuôq, “to draw a circle,” and suggests the
curvature of the earth. This too accords with the facts known by scientists only in recent
times. 

(5) (700 BC)  - Isaiah 40:22 (NKJV)  It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads
them out like a tent to dwell in. 

(a) – The earth was thought to be flat until the 1400’s A.D.
b. Hydrology – Commonly known as evaporation; condensation; precipitation.

(1) Job 36:27-29 (NKJV)   For He draws up drops of water,  Which distill as rain from the mist, 
 [28] Which the clouds drop down  And pour abundantly on man.   [29] Indeed, can anyone
understand the spreading of clouds,  The thunder from His canopy? 

(2) Eccles. 1:6-7 (NKJV)  The wind goes toward the south,  And turns around to the north;  The
wind whirls about continually,  And comes again on its circuit.  [7] All the rivers run into the
sea,  Yet the sea is not full;  To the place from which the rivers come,  There they return
again. 
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c. Astronomy -
(1) “host  of heaven cannot be numbered..” Jer. 33:22
(2) He telleth the number of the stars...His understanding is infinite” Psa. 147:44,5 

d. Miraculous confirmation provided during the time of revelation – 
(1) John 20:30-31 (NKJV)   And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His

disciples, which are not written in this book; [31] but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

(2) Hebrews 2:3-4 (NKJV)    how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,
[4] God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts
of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

e. Preservation – despite all of the enemies of the scriptures, (Unbelieving Jews, Governments
of men, Atheist & Agnostics, etc.) – (Luke 21:33)

(1) Luke 21:33 (NKJV)  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass
away. 

(2) 1 Peter 1:25 (NKJV)   But the word of the Lord endures forever.“ Now this is the word
which by the gospel was preached to you. 

3. The fact is - this could not have come from man alone .... the Bible is not the product on man
though man is involved - it is the “mind of God revealed unto us.”

C. – It Answers Every Human Need! -
1.  Where did we come from? (Gen. 1:1)

a. Genesis 1:1 (NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
b. Genesis 1:26-28 (NKJV)  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our

likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." [27] So God
created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them. [28] Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and
over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

c. Genesis 2:21-23 (NKJV)  . . .  [22] Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He
made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. . . .

2. Why are we here? (Eccl. 12:13)
a. Eccl. 12:13 (NKJV)   Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God and keep His

commandments,  For this is man's all. 
3. How should we live? (Titus 2:11,12)

a. Titus 2:11-12 (NKJV)   For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
[12] teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, 

4. What about religion? (John 4:24)

John 4:24 (ASV) ---- 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit anda.

truth.1

5. What about life after death? (Eccl. 3:11; 12:14; Acts 17:26-31)
a. Eccl. 3:11 (NKJV)   He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in

their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. 
b. Eccl. 12:14 (NKJV)  For God will bring every work into judgment,  Including every secret

thing,  Whether good or evil. 
c. Acts 17:26-31 (NKJV)  And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all

the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their
dwellings, [27] so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him
and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; [28] for in Him we live and move and
have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.' [29]
Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is
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like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. [30] Truly, these times
of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, [31] because
He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." 

D. – Harmonious In Thought! -
1. 66 different books - Three Dispensations

a. Patriarchal
b. Mosaical
c. Christian

(1) Two Mountain Tops - Sinai and Calvary
d. Nine Divisions:

(1) Old Testament
(a) Law
(b) History
(c) Poetry
(d) Major Prophets
(e) Minor Prophets

(2) New Testament
(a) Biography
(b) History
(c) Letters 
(d) Prophecy

2. Written by 40 different men – from all walks of life and in different stations (occupations) of life
3. Three different languages 

a. Hebrew - both pre-exile (Paleo) and post exile variants
(1) The Ancient Hebrew language is one of the oldest written languages. The earliest written

language (according to modern scholars) is the Proto-Sinaitic script, which the Biblical
Hebrew language directly descends from. Over time, Proto-Sinaitic became the Phoenician
Script also known as "Paleo Hebrew". The Paleo Hebrew Script is the script the Torah was
originally written in, and Paleo Hebrew is the ancient language the Israelites spoke in Bible
Times. Here is what the Paleo Hebrew Script looked like (and the Hebrew Alphabet the
ancient Hebrews would have known): 

(2)

(3)

Graphics From Website - http://www.adatmoadim.com/HebrewAlpehBet.htm
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b. Aramaic - Daniel 2 - 7
c. Koine Greek - common Greek which is a dead language today thus unchageable

4. Three continents
a. Europe/Middle East
b. Africa
c. Asia

5. Written over 1600 year span - given the life of Moses to the death of John the Apostle
a. Old Testament written over 1500-1550 year span
b. New Testament written over 50 year span.
c. To be noted that the Bible does not set itself out in Chronological order ie. Ezra , Esther  are

post exile works.
6. YET - One Harmonious Thought!

a. Christ is coming! – Christ has come! – Christ is coming again! ---- which in essence is the
Theme of the Whole Bible - Man’s Salvation.

III. Conclusion:
A. Why should we believe the Bible?

1. God Is!
2. God Has Provided Divine Confirmation!
3. It Answers Every Human Need! 
4. It Is One Harmonious Thought! 

B. The Question is - DO YOU BELIEVE THE BIBLE?
1. 2 Tim 3:16,17 - “all scripture ....”
2. Rom. 10:17 - “faith comes by hearing ....”
3. Acts 17:30 - “times of ignorance God has overlooked....”
4. Rom. 10:9 - “we must confess with the mouth .....”
5. 1 Peter 3:21(ASV) - 21 which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not

the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience toward God,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ;1

6. John 12:48 (ASV) ---- 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.1

7. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (ASV) ---- 7 and to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation
of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, 8 rendering
vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus:
9 who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the
glory of his might,
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Questions on Lesson One:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

Lesson Two: Does God Exist?

Memory Verse: Romans 1:18-20 (KJV) ---- 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto
them.  The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

Introduction:
A. As we examine this question set before us - it is important to note that the proof of God’s

existence is not in the “show me state” logic but rather in the evidence of that which is seen.  No
we can’t show you God (per se) but we can show you the effects of His presence in all things.

B. There are five areas of this study and each point to a designer because of the evidence of design.
1. Cause And Effect — The Cosmological Argument        The Most Reasonable Cause For The

Material Universe?
2. Order of The Universe — The Teleological Argument The Most Reasonable Cause For

Organization?
3. The Irreducible Complexity of Living Things The Most Reasonable Cause of Life & its

complexities?
4. Mind, Ethics, & Reason – Anthropological Argument The Most Reasonable Explanation

For Consciousness?
5. Religion,  – The Spiritual Argument - The Most Reasonable Explanation For Man’s desire

to Worship, Seek God, & The Bible?
C. In this study we will concentrate only on the Irreducible Complexity Argument - Romans 1:18-

20 (KJV) - 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  The King James Version,
(Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1. CAN WE SEE GOD IN US?
2. YES THE EVIDENCE IS IN EVERY CELL OF THE HUMAN BODY.
3. YES THE EVIDENCE IS SEEN IN THE COMPLEXITY OF THE HUMAN BODY!
4. IN EVERYTHING AROUND US GOD IS CLEARLY SEEN.

a. ONLY THE DISHONEST WILL REJECT THE VERY EVIDENCE RIGHT UNDER
THEIR NOSES.

5. God was there at our very beginnings - Psalm 139:13-16 (NKJV) ---- For You formed my
inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. [14] I will praise You, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. [15]
My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in
the lowest parts of the earth. [16] Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. . . .

D. There are only two explanations of where man came from.
1. Natural Evolution says .... TIME + CHANCE = LIFE
2. The Scriptures Say .... GOD - Genesis 1:1
3. The question remains does the evidence show an Intelligent Designer or a random chaotic 

dis-order that gradually became more ordered?

Body:
II. The Irreducible Complexity of Living Things - The most reasonable Cause for life & It’s

Complexity.
A. Is Matter Eternal?

1. In these next two graphics we want to consider what is being said that will help us understand
how to give an “aswer” to the claims that are made by those who contend that there is “no

Trustworthiness of the Scriptures Page 12 of  77



God.”
2. 

3. As we consider the Molecular World - there are a few Key terms we need to understand.
a. Amino Acids - (20 building blocks)
b. Proteins – (Workers & Enzymes)
c. Nucleic Acids – (DNA, RNA)

B. Louis Pasteur sealed the fate of spontaneous generation in a series of careful experiments, in
1861.  He demonstrated clearly that micro-organisms are carried in the air, and that they grow
in previously sterilized broths only when the broths are contaminated by air or similar sources.

C. In the 1950's, Miller and Urey performed a famous experiment regarded by many as evidence that
life could be the result of natural processes.
1. After a day of continuous operation, Miller and Urey found a thin

layer of hydrocarbons on the surface of the water. After about a
week of operation, a dark brown scum had collected in the lower
flask and was found to contain several types of amino acids,
including glycine and alanine, together with sugars, tars, and
various other unidentified organic chemicals.
a. The gases they used were methane (CH4), ammonia (NH3),

hydrogen (H2), and water (H2O). Next, he ran a continuous
electric current through the system, to simulate lightning
storms believed to be common on the early earth. Analysis of
the experiment was done by chromotography. At the end of one
week, Miller observed that as much as 10-15% of the carbon
was now in the form of organic compounds. Two percent of the
carbon had formed some of the amino acids which are used to
make proteins. Perhaps most importantly, Miller's experiment
showed that organic compounds such as amino acids, which are essential to cellular life,
could be made easily under the conditions that scientists believed to be present on the
early earth. This enormous finding inspired a multitude of further experiments.
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2. In 1961, Juan Oro found that amino acids could be made from hydrogen cyanide (HCN) and
ammonia in an aqueous solution. He also found that his experiment produced an amazing
amount of the nucleotide base, adenine. Adenine is of tremendous biological significance as
an organic compound because it is one of the four bases in RNA and DNA. It is also a
component of adenosine triphosphate, or ATP, which is a major energy releasing molecule
in cells. Experiments conducted later showed that the other RNA and DNA bases could be
obtained through simulated prebiotic chemistry with a reducing atmosphere.

3. These discoveries created a stir within the science community. Scientists became very
optimistic that the questions about the origin of life would be solved within a few decades.
This has not been the case, however. Instead, the investigation into life's origins seems only
to have just begun.

4. There has been a recent wave of skepticism concerning Miller's experiment because it is now
believed that the early earth's atmosphere did not contain predominantly reductant molecules.
Another objection is that this experiment required a tremendous amount of energy. While it
is believed lightning storms were extremely common on the primitive Earth, they were not
continuous as the Miller/Urey experiment portrayed. Thus it has been argued that while
amino acids and other organic compounds may have been formed, they would not have been
formed in the amounts which this experiment produced.

5. Many of the compounds made in the Miller/Urey experiment are known to exist in outer
space. On September 28, 1969, a meteorite fell over Murchison, Australia. While only 100
kilograms were recovered, analysis of the meteorite has shown that it is rich with amino
acids. Over 90 amino acids have been identified by researchers to date. Nineteen of these
amino acids are found on Earth. (table showing comparison of Murchison meteorite to
Miller/Urey experiment) The early Earth is believed to be similar to many of the asteroids
and comets still roaming the galaxy. If amino acids are able to survive in outer space under
extreme conditions, then this might suggest that amino acids were present when the Earth
was formed. More importantly, the Murchison meteorite has demonstrated that the Earth may
have acquired some of its amino acids and other organic compounds by planetary infall.

6. If these compounds were not created in a reducing atmosphere here on Earth as Miller
suggested, then where did they come from? New theories have recently been offered as
alternative sites for the origin of life. 

D. Paul Davies - “Life Force’ - New Scientist. 163 (2004): pg 28. 1999 states - “Making the building
blocks of life is easy--amino acids have been found in meteorites and even in outer space. But
just as bricks alone don’t make a house, so it takes more than a random collection of amino acids
to make life. Like house bricks, the building blocks of life have to be assembled in a very specific
and exceedingly elaborate way before they have the desired function.”

E. Carl Sagan - (1934-1996) - stated it this way - “The number of possible ways of putting
nucleotides together in a chromosome is enormous. Thus a human being is an extraordinarily
improbable object. . . .Most of the 10 (2.4x109) possible sequences of nucleotides would lead
to complete biological malfunction”   “Life,” Encyclopedia Britannica (New York: Encyclopedia
Britannica, Inc.), 22:967).

F. Sir Fred Hoyle - June 24  1915 - August 20  2001 - Born in Bingley, Yorkshire, England.th th

Bournemouth, Dorset, England Coined the term “Big Bang” to describe a theory of the creation
of the universe, with which he disagreed in favor of the Steady State theory. Rejected Darwinist
evolution in favor of panspermia, 
1. “Any theory with the probability of being correct that is larger than one part in 10 to the 40

thousandths must be judged superior to random shuffling.”  Hoyle, Sir Fred, and Chandra
Wickramasinghe, Evolution from Space, 1984, p. 148. 

2. Now lets us take this thought and apply it to logic:
a. The number of ways a deck of just 52 cards can be arranged is about: 80,658,175,000,

000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,
000.
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b. That's over 80 million trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion.
c. 80,658,175 with 60 zeros . 
d. The random chance of throwing this

deck into the air and it landing in a
perfect house of cards is ridiculous to
say the least.   Yet, when we look at
the origin of Life - we see that  “Life,
however, is not just a random draw
from a deck of chemical cards, but a
precisely assembled house of cards
built from specific combinations of
components.”

3. Proteins are made up of 20 different
building blocks known as amino acids.  
Information must be stored in the
sequence of the DNA nucleotides to
recognize the different amino acids. 
a. DNA is the template that stores the

information, & messenger RNA is a
copy that transfers the information to
the protein-making machinery. 

b. Deoxyribonucleic acid - (DNA) is a nucleic acid —usually in the form of a double
helix— that contains the genetic instructions specifying the biological development of
all cellular forms of life, and many viruses. 
(1) Your DNA has over 3 billion base pairs of 4 separate chemicals.  Can you imagine

what odds must be involved in sequencing them into perfect order through chance
and adaptation alone!

(2) The double-stranded DNA molecule is held together by four chemicals called bases.
(a)  These are adenine (A), cytosine (C), guanine (G) and thymine (T). The letters

representing the bases form the "code of life" 
(3)  In the double helix, A always pairs with T, and C with G. In the mRNA, thymine is

replaced by uracil (U).   Every three letters form a “word” – forming the genetic code
for every living thing.  The words make sentences: <ATG CTC GAA TAA> . . .
encoding the sequence of the 20 amino acids in proteins. 

c. In higher organisms, the hereditary material, DNA, is
located in the cell nucleus.  The DNA in one human
cell contains about 100,000 genes, located on 46
chromosomes. A chromosome pair and the DNA
molecule, a long double-stranded helix, are shown to
the right and below.  cf. Michael Behe, Darwin’s
Black Box; pg 259-274

d. The genetic information in the DNA is stored as a
sequence of bases (or nucleotides). The bases are

stacked in between the two
strands which wind around
each other. 
The order of the bases
determines the genetic information. When a gene is activated, the
DNA strands separate and one of them serves as a template for
copying a messenger RNA (mRNA) as shown on the right.

(1) Images from:                           
h t t p : / / i m a g e s . g o o g l e . c o m / i m g r e s ?
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(2) There are 20 different amino acids. Their order in the protein molecule determines

its structure and function. Proteins may serve e.g., as enzymes, hormones or structural
components of a cell.

(3) The final protein molecule may consist of several hundred amino acids linked
together according to the instructions encoded in the mRNA. - From: The Nobel Prize
in Physiology or Medicine 1993 The Nobel Assembly at the Karolinska Institute in
Stockholm, Sweden, has awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for
1993 jointly to Richard J. Roberts and Phillip A. Sharp for their discovery of split
genes.

4. So as one considers these facts the statement of Paul - “what may be known of God can be
seen in them” makes perfect sense - for no matter how much time and how much chance is
afforded to the natural process argument - a DNA strand could not have developed to create
human or any other life form.
a. “The information in DNA is sufficient for directing and controlling all the processes

which transpire within a cell including diagnosing, repairing, and replicating the cell.
Think of an architectural blueprint having the capacity of actually building the structure
depicted on the blueprint, of maintaining that structure in good repair, and even
replicating it” (Darrel Kautz, (1988), The Origin of Living Things p. 44, Milwaukee, WI:
Privately published by the author).

b. In contemporary organisms, DNA, RNA, and proteins are mutually interdependent.  DNA
stores the genetic information and copies it to RNA. RNA directs the synthesis of
proteins. Proteins carry out the work essential to cell existence and reproduction  

c. “The information content of a simple cell has been established as
around 1012 bits, comparable to about a hundred million pages of the
Encyclopedia Britannica”  (22:966). (1997), “Life,” Encyclopedia
Britannica (New York: Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.), 22:964-981. ---
- *NB* - The Britannica's articles are found in the Micro- and
Macropædia, which encompass 12 and 17 volumes, respectively, each
volume having roughly one thousand pages.

d. Those who disclaim the existence of God such as Richard Dawkins
acknowledge this simple fact: “The cell’s nucleus “contains a digitally
coded database larger, in information content, than all 30 volumes of
the Encyclopedia Britannica put together. And this figure is for each cell, not all the cells
of a body put together”  (1986, The Blind Watchmaker (New York: W.W. Norton pp. 17-
18,).

e. Sir Francis Crick: (1916-2004) - “If a particular amino acid sequence was selected by
chance, how rare an event would this be?...  The great majority of sequences can never
have been synthesized at all, at any time.”  (Crick, Francis Francis Crick, Life Itself: Its
Origin and Nature, 1981, pp. 51-52. (New York: Simon and Schuster).
(1) “An honest man, armed with all the knowledge available to us now, could only state

that in some sense, the origin of life appears at the moment to be almost a miracle, so
many are the conditions which would have had to have been satisfied to get it going” 
- (Crick, Francis (1981), Life Itself: Its Origin and Nature p. 88, (New York: Simon
and Schuster).

(2) “. . . But this should not be taken to imply that there are good reasons to believe that
it could NOT have started on earth by a perfectly reasonable sequence of fairly
ordinary chemical reactions.” (Crick, Francis (1981), Life Itself: Its Origin and Nature
p. 88, (New York: Simon and Schuster).

f. "The likelihood of the spontaneous formation of life from inanimate matter is one to a
number with 40,000 naughts after it…. It is big enough to bury Darwin and the whole
theory of evolution.”  Hoyle, Sir Fred, and Chandra Wickramasinghe, Evolution from

Simple Cell
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Space, 1984, p. 148. 
(1) “The current scenario of the origin of life is about as likely as the assemblage of a 747

by a tornado whirling through a junkyard.”  - Hoyle, Sir Fred, The intelligent Universe
(London: Michael Joseph, 1983) in Walter L Bradley and Charles B. Thaxton,
“Information and the Origin of Life,” in The Creation Hypothesis, ed. Moreland,
190,191. 

(2) “The theory that life was assembled by an intelligence has, we believe, a probability
vastly higher than that. Indeed such a theory is so obvious one wonders why it is not
widely accepted as being self evident.” Rejected Darwinist evolution in favor of
panspermia, - Hoyle, Sir Fred, and Chandra Wickramasinghe, Evolution from Space,
1984, p. 148. 

(3) “Life cannot have had a random beginning – Troops of monkeys thundering away on
random typewriters could not produce the works of Shakespeare, for the practical
reason that the whole universe is not large enough to contain the necessary hordes of
monkeys, or the necessary typewriters and certainly not the wastepaper baskets
required for the depositions of the wrong attempts. The same is true for living
materials.”

g. Michael Behe - Professor of Biochemistry. Lehigh University Pennsylvania - “An
irreducible complex system is one that requires several closely matched parts in order to
function and where removal of one of the components effectively causes the system to
cease functioning.”  (Michael Behe, Mere Creation: Science, Faith & Intelligent Design”
– 178)
(1) As one considers a mouse trap Behe asks this question - “Which parts are expendable,

i.e., which parts are unnecessary for the mouse trap to carry out its function (Darwin’s
Black Box, Michael Behe, pg 42,43)

(2)  2.1 Behe on Irreducible Complexity - Behe, in a similar fashion to early proponents
of the argument for intelligent design states that there are biological systems that are
too complicated to have been developed through the natural processes of evolution.
Behe (2001, p.79) describes these systems as “irreducibly complex” and as such can
be better explained by the existence of an intelligent designer than by evolution. 

(3) Behe (1996, p.39) defines irreducible complexity as: A single system which is
composed of several well-matched, interacting parts that contribute to the basic
function, and where the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to
effectively cease functioning.

(4) Behe attempts to illustrate this concept by way of a mousetrap. He suggests that a
mousetrap is an example of such a system whereby if one removes any one of its parts
it effectively ceases to function as a mousetrap. Behe (2001, p.79) then goes on to say
that such a system would’ve been impossible to evolve because evolution involves a
series of “numerous, successive, slight modifications.” So according to Behe we can
rightly infer that the mousetrap must be a product of intelligent design and that this is
the method we use everyday to determine whether or not objects are the product of
intelligent design. 

(5) “In short, highly sophisticated molecular machines control every cellular process,
(transport information, flip switches on and off, conduct electrical currents,
manufacture molecules, move around, etc.). Thus the details of life are finely
calibrated, and the machinery of life enormously complex.”  - (Michael Behe,
Darwin’s Black Box; pg 4,5)

III. In Conclusion:
A. Self Organization or Evidence of Design?

1. Even the simplest of life forms are highly sophisticated pieces of biological machinery.
2. Billions of non-living parts - Over 5 million non-flying parts in Boeing 747
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3. A human body is composed of over 250 different kinds of cells (red blood cells, white blood
cells, muscle cells, fat cells, nerve cells, etc.—Baldi, 2001, p. 147),

4. Mitochondrion – (the power plant) 
5. Lysosome - garbage dump (contains enzymes which rip

apart degraded molecules for future use)
6. Endoplasmic reticulum's - (rough & smooth) Rough

membrane system where the proteins are synthesized - the
rough appearance is due to the ribosome's attached to it. (a
ribosome synthesizes proteins)

7. Golgi complex - proteins are sent here after synthesis for
modification.

B. Charles Darwin - “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not
possibly have formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my
theory would absolutely break down.”  (Charles Darwin, Origin of
Species, 6th ed. (1998: New York Univ. Pres - pg – 154)
1. I believe Darwin would have thought - “hmmmm if only it was not

so complex” when he considered the human body.
2. We're told by finding or creating a simple molecule of amino acid is

evidence of "life," yet DNA of even a simple E. coli bacteria cell
contains 4.6 million base pairs, or 9.2 million bits of information. 

C. What Camera today operates like the human eye? - NONE!
1. Stephen Jay Gould Biologist & paleontologists - A Harvard University professor since the age

of 26,, died Tuesday, 21 May, 2002  
a. “What good is 5 per cent of an eye? . . .An ancient animal with 5% of an eye might indeed

have used it for something other than sight, but it seems to me as likely that it used it for
5% vision. . .”

D. Every living cell contains DNA, the program which describes every aspect of the organism's
physical design and life functions,
including:
1. Ingestion & digestion
2. conversion to energy
3. excretion of waste respiration
4. reproduction
5. circulation
6. Growth
7. Sight – (the eye)
8. locomotion
9. regulation
10. response to stimuli

E. A cell would not really be "alive" or
survive unless all life functions became 
operable at once, so how did even a
"simple" single-celled organism "evolve"?

F. The fact remains that even if the scientist
can - “ synthesize life here (in the lab),
then they will PROVE that no intelligence was required to produce life in the beginning!!” -Really 
makes you wonder whether they think it will take no intelligence to do such a thing!

G. Psalm 92:4-5 (NKJV) ---- For You, Lord, have made me glad through Your work;  I will triumph
in the works of Your hands.  [5] O Lord, how great are Your works! Your thoughts are very deep.
1. Psalm 104:24 (NKJV) ---- O Lord, how manifold are Your works!  In wisdom You have

made them all. The earth is full of Your possessions– 
2. YES GOD EXISTS and it can be SEEN IN OUR OWN BODIES!
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Questions On Lesson Two:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

                                  Lesson Three: Is the Bible Reliable?

Memory Verse: “Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness continues
throughout all generations; You established the earth, and it stands” (Psa. 119:89-90). 
Introduction:

A. In this lesson we will engage in an Examination of the Reliability of the Text of Our English
Bibles.

B. In the scriptures we are told that we are able to understand by simply reading:
1. “By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ”

(Ephesians 3:4). 
2. “So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:17).
3. “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).

a. What we need to note from these texts is quite simple: - No reliable text… No faith & no
salvation!

C. Thus it is important that we recognize what God has said in His word about the durability and the
reliability of the text.
1. “The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the

people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever”
(Isaiah 40:7-8).

2. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:23).
D. The Word of God is indestructible!

Body:
II. THE INDESTRUCTIBLE WORD of GOD!

A. Some facts to consider....
1. Nearly 87,000,000 Bibles published each year
2. 22 copies every minute of every day
3. Complete text appears in over 240 languages and portions translated into over 739 additional

languages and dialects.
a. “Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness continues

throughout all generations; You established the earth, and it stands” (Psalm119:89-90). 
B. So the obvious question that comes to mind is what so many who are sceptics and atheists claim -

that the Bible has been translated so many times that it is no longer reliable!   Since it is no longer
reliable it is not a source of authority and can not be of Divine Origin.

C. Has the many times of translation of the Bible caused it to no longer be reliable?
1. It is firstly noted that the Bible is:

a. Not reliant on oral transmission
b. Not translation of a translation but from original languages
c. Has multiple copies in the original language
d. Translated from Greek to English.

2. Secondly we can put our trust in the Bible because the answers to each of these questions are
a resounding YES and God Would Not!
a. Is it reasonable to accept what we have today as reliable?
b. Could God have superintended the transcription of His Word?
c. And Why reveal the Word for man’s salvation but allow it to be corrupted?

D. For many the fact that none of the original manuscripts do not exist today is to much of an
obstacle to overcome their doubts in the reliability of God’s Word.  So to make a simple
observation - What if the original writings were preserved?
1. IS it not true that so many are just plain goofy when it comes to various objects or images that

are claimed to be relics of biblical times!
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a. Consider the Shroud of Turin?
b. Pieces of the cross of Christ can still be purchased today

in Israel.
c. The cup of the Last Supper ect, etc.

2. Imagine what people would do if they had an original
manuscript?   Would it not be worshiped and exalted above
God also?

E. Bibliographic Tests for the Reliability of the New Testament - “
examination of the textual transmission by which documents
reach us…”
1. We have 5,300 Greek manuscripts of N.T. – nothing close to this all of ancient literature!

a. “In no other case is the interval of time between the composition of the book and the date
of the earliest extant (complete) manuscripts so short as in that of the New Testament. The
books of the New Testament were written in the latter part of the first century; the earliest
extant manuscripts (trifling scraps excepted) are of the fourth century - say from 250 to
300 years later. This may sound a considerable interval, but it is nothing to that which
parts most of the great classical authors from their earliest manuscripts. We believe that
we have in all essentials an accurate text of the seven extant plays of Sophocles; yet the
earliest substantial manuscript upon which it is based was written more than 1400 years
after the poet’s death” (Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, Handbook to the Textual Criticism of the
Bible, p.4).

b. Note the graphic below:

c. When one considers the New Testament alone:
(1) New Testament       45-100 AD                        125 AD             55 years  24,000
(2)                                    325-350 AD                     25 years 

d. Note this chart below that shows the New Testament in the writings of the early church
fathers.
(1) It is said from these writers and their works that the entire New Testament baring four

Figure 18 - Shroud of Turin
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verses can be written to completion as we have it today.

F. The significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls!
1. We can embrace the text of the Old Testament with greater confidence.   
2. Until 1947, the earliest manuscripts dated back to  around the 10th century AD. (Masoretic

Text approx. 980 AD)
3. Dead Sea Scrolls take us back hundreds of years earlier than the Masoretic Text
4. These scrolls were found in the caves pictured below and in Qumran on the map.
5. 

G.  The Dating of the Dead Sea Scrolls is significant.
1. Archaeological Evidence:

a. Coins found from the reign of Antiochus VII Sidetes (138-129 BC)
b. Architecture associated with the time of Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 BC). 
c. In remains at Qumran is evidence of a 1st century earthquake around 31 BC 

2. “Palaeographic” Evidence:
a. The study of ancient writing and, more specifically, the shape and style of letters
b. Time frame of a document can be determined, in part, from the shape

of its letters 
c. 250-150 BC ; 150-30 BC and 30 BC – 70 AD.

H. The evidence from the Chronology of Major early manuscripts.
1. Codex Vaticanus  - dated around  325-350 AD. 

a. Contains - most of OT & most of NT through Hebrews; 
 Codex Vaticanus
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b. This was not found until 1850’s; there is near universal
agreement it is among the most reliable of manuscripts
today.

2. Codex Sinaiticus - dated around 350 AD
a. Contains the entire NT; 
b. A large portion of the Greek Old Testament
c. Found in 1830 by Tischendorf

3. Codex Alexandrinus - dated around 400 AD
a. Contains the Old Testament in Greek; and most of the New

Testament. 
4. Codex Bezae

a. Bi-lingual manuscript
b. Contains the four Gospels, Acts, and a fragment of 3 John

5. Codex Ephraemi - dated ca 450 AD
a. Contains 3/5 of the whole N.T.
b. Portions of every book in N.T.

6. Chester Beaty Papyri - dated at 200 AD
a. Contains major portions of New Testament but not all.

7. John Rylands - dated at 125-130 AD
a. Contains portions of the gospel of John.

8. Bodmer Papyrus II - dated at 150-200 AD
a. Contains most of John / and some  of the book of Luke.

I. Dead Sea Scrolls & Masoretic Text
1. Prior to discovery of Dead Sea Scrolls, the earliest extant Old

Testament texts were those known as the Masoretic Text.
2. Dated from about 980 AD.
3. Since the Old Testament was completed around 400 BC, the

gap between the original autographs and the earliest extant copy
was about 1,300 years..

4.  Dead Sea Scrolls provide powerful evidence for the accuracy
of the Masoretic Text.

5. Isaiah scrolls  - Shorten Gap by 500 years
a. With only a 5% variation.

6.  The Daniel scrolls – very consistent in content
a. “First, for the most part, the Dead Sea Scroll manuscripts of Daniel are very consistent in

content among themselves, containing very few variants. Second, the Qumran fragments
conform very closely to the Masoretic Text overall, with only a few rare variants in the
former that side with the Septuagint version. Third, the transitions from Hebrew to
Aramaic are preserved in the Qumran fragments. Based on such overwhelming data, it is
evident that the Masoretic Text is a well-preserved rendition of Daniel. In short, Qumran
assures us that we can be reasonably confident that the Daniel text on which our English
translations are based is one of integrity. Practically speaking, this means that we have at
our disposal, through faithful translations of the original, the truth God revealed to Daniel
centuries ago” (Gerhard Hasel).

J. The Evidence from 1st and 2nd Century Writers. - An Important source for reconstruction of the
text of the New Testament - note chart on page 22 as a reference.
1. “…so extensive are these citations that if all other sources for our knowledge of the text of the

New Testament were destroyed, they would be sufficient alone for the reconstruction of
practically the entire New Testament” Bruce M. Metzger. The Text of the New Testament:
Its Transmission, Corruption and Restoration. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press
(1968), 86. 

2. Dalrymple found all but 11 verses of the N.T.

Codex Sinaiticus

Codex Alexandrinus

Bodmer Papyrus II

Dead Sea Scrolls - Isaiah Scroll
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a. 32,000 quotations prior to Council of Nicea in 325 AD
b. Eusebius placed number of quotations at 36,000

III. Textual Variants in NT Manuscripts
A. Out of 24,000 manuscripts there are some 200,000 variants
B. All errors (variants) are counted as to whether significant or not significant.

1. Geisler & Nix conclude that only 40 lines (400 words) are in doubt; at least 98.33% pure.
C. Westcott & Hort

1. Error rate at less than 0.001%
2. “If comparative trivialities, such as changes of order, the insertion

or omission of the article with proper names, and the like, are set
aside, the words in our opinion still subject to doubt can hardly
amount to more than a thousandth part of the whole New
Testament.” 

D. The questionable variants are: 
1. John 5:3b-4  -- 7:53-8:11 -- 1 John 5:7
2. Mark 16:9-20
3. Acts 8:37

E. The fact remains that “…not one significant matter of faith would be
disputed, omitted or threatened!”

IV. In Conclusion:
A. “The Christian can take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesitation that he

holds in it the true word of God, handed down without essential loss from generation to generation
throughout the centuries” Neil Lightfoot. How We Got the Bible. Abilene, TX: ACU Press
(1986), 126. 
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Questions On Lesson Three:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

                                  Lesson Four: How Did the Bible Come To Us?

 Hebrews 2:1 (NKJV) - Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the thingsMemory Verse:

we have heard, lest we drift away. 

Introduction:
A. As we consider the transmission of God’s mind to mankind in its written form it is essential that

we understand how we as Christians today can be assured of the fact that the Bible of today is
exactly as God intended it to be.

B. In this study we will examine five aspects of this transmission:
1. Inspiration –  Revelation
2. Words of God Written
3. Canonization 
4. Transmission 
5. Translation 

II. Inspiration and Revelation
A. Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) - Inspiration \In`spi*ra"tion\, n.

1. 1. The act of inspiring or breathing in; breath; 
2.  (Theological) A supernatural divine influence on the prophets, apostles, or sacred writers, by

which they were qualified to communicate moral or religious truth with authority; a
supernatural influence which qualifies men to receive and communicate divine truth; also, the
truth communicated. 

B. In this sense the Bible is inspired plenary and verbally:
1. Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) - Plenary inspiration (Theological), Full;

entire; complete; absolute; as, a plenary license; plenary authority. That kind of inspiration
which excludes all defect in the utterance of the inspired message.

2. Verbal inspiration (Theological), that kind of inspiration which extends to the very words and
forms of expression of the divine message.
a. This was achieved thru Visions; Dreams; Angels; Audibly and in written form.

(1) 1 Cor. 2:10-13 (NKJV) ---- But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For
the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  . . . [13] These things we
also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

(2) Ephes. 3:3-5 (NKJV) ----  how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery
(as I have briefly written already, [4] by which, when you read, you may understand
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), [5] which in other ages was not made known
to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and
prophets: 

III. The Words of God Were Written
A. The History of writing 

1. The Bible is often denied as been reliable because of the argument that writing was not known
during the time of Moses.

2.  For a considerable time, God orally communicated with man (Patriarchal Age, Gen. 2-Ex. 19,
covers a span of about 2,500 years).

3.  The first person mentioned in the Bible as writing down God's communiqué was Moses, who
lived about 1500 B. C. 

B. Evidence has been given to prove that writing was indeed a practice long before Moses is said to
have written the first five books of the Bible (Law - or Torah)
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1. Mesopotamia -3500 BC – Cuneiform tablets of the Sumerians; Temple tablets dating back to
2100 BC in the Ur of Chaldees. A Sumerian flood narrative found at Nippur – 2100.

2. 

3. 

4. Egyptian discoveries – Hieroglyphics, 3500 BC – The teachings for Kagemni and Ptah-Hetep
– 2700. 
a. Writing was clearly present in Egypt prior to the time of Abraham, (before the fifth

Dynasty, 2500) . . .
b.  Therefore, Moses, being “educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and was a man of

power in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22), was certainly taught how to write.

c.  

C. Writing Materials that were used are:
1. Clay: The most writing material in Mesopotamia - commonly written upon in cuneiform.
2. Stone: In almost every region the earliest material on which writing has been found. 
3. Wood and wax: (Num. 17:2-3; Ezek. 37:16-17).
4. Metal: Gold as a writing surface is referred to in Exodus 28:36.
5. Vellum or Parchment:  goat or lamb skins processed to be written upon with ink.  
6. Papyrus:  The earliest manuscripts of the New Testament were on papyrus, a plant found along

the Nile River.  

Figure 30 - Sumerian Tokens

Figure 31 - Persian Cuneiform

Figure 32 Hierogllyphics
Figure 33 - Egyptian Hieratic and
Demotic glyphs
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a. The manuscripts were copied by hand on scrolls (30ft long and 10 inches wide—average). 
b.  The columns were usually 3 to 4 inches wide.  
c. Scribes often wrote on both sides of the roll.   
d. Papyrus was used as a writing material in Egypt as early as 3500 B.C.  
e. The earliest extant copies of the New Testament were written on papyrus.

(1)

(2) Chester Beatty Papyri  - (250 AD)
This important papyri consists of
three codices and contains most of
the New Testament. The first
codex(P.45) has 30 leaves (pages)
of papyrus codex. 2 from Matthew,
2 from John, 6 from Mark, 7 from
Luke and 13 from Acts. 

D. The Autographs were written in – Hebrew,
Aramaic, Greek (Koine)
1. Hellenistic Greek (4th century BC - 4th

century AD). 
2. Also known as Koine Greek it is the most

widely spread language of the times due to
the empire of Alexander the Great. 

3. It absorbed all local dialects and became the standard language of the times. 
4. The New Testament (the 4 Gospels, the Letters of St. Paul and St. Peter, and the Apocalypse

of St. John) is written in Koine Greek.
5. Of these autographs one must bare in mind that  None are in existence today – however,  many

copies of the autographs were made - of the New Testament alone over 5000 copies are in
existence today.

E.   By around A.D. 100, revelation completed - (Jude 3; Rev. 22:18-19). 
1. Immediately upon completion of these writings, copies were necessary (cf. Col. 4:16; I Thess.

5:27). 
2. The only means of duplication until the fifteenth century was by manual handwriting. (in A.D.

1454 Johannes Gutenburg invented the printing press)
3. The autographs were written in the "Koine" Greek language; the universal language of the

Roman world in the first century. 
a. The earliest copies of these autographs are, therefore, in this original language.
b. We have over 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the N.T.

4. These were considered Canonical when they were written.

Figure 34 -  British Library, London

Figure 35 -  Greek - Psa 111
4-8 5  Century AD P. Mich.th

Inv 1573

Figure 36 - Papyrus III - Revelation XIII 16-
XIV
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IV. Canonization of the Scriptures:
A.  What does “canon” mean?

1.  Original meaning The original meaning of “canon” can be traced to the ancient Greeks who
used the term in a literal sense. To them, a kanon was a rod, ruler, staff or measuring rod.
Thus, a kanon was a standard for measurement. This literal meaning provided the basis for a
later, extended use of the term. The word eventually was extended to mean a rule or standard
for anything. 

2.  In regard to the Bible In theological usage, “canon” refers to authoritative Scripture. As F. F.
Bruce says, “When we speak of the canon of scripture, the word ‘canon’ has a simple
meaning. It means the list of books contained in scripture, the list of books recognized as
worthy to be included in the sacred writings of a worshiping community. In a Christian
context, we might define the word as ‘the list of the writings acknowledged by the Church as
documents of the divine revelation. ’” (The Canon of Scripture, pg. 17).

B. Determining the canon Who or what determined which books were canonical?
1. God determines the Canon

a.  Canonicity is determined by God. A book is not inspired because men made it canonical;
it is canonical because God inspired it. Thus, canonicity is determined by inspiration. 

2. Distinction between determination and discovery Understanding canonicity involves two
related but separate issues: 
a. Canonicity is determined by God and 2) Canonicity is discovered by man. 
b. A failure to keep this distinction leads to confusion. 
c. How a book received its authority is determined by God. 
d. How men discover and recognize that authority is another matter altogether.

C. There are two views on this subject :
1. The Incorrect View States

a. The Church is the Determiner of Canon
b. The Church is the Mother of the Canon
c. The Church is the Magistrate of the Canon
d. The Church is the Regulator of the Canon
e. The Church is the Judge of the Canon
f. And the Church is Master of the Canon

2. The Correct View of Canonization and the Church is:
a. The Church is the Discoverer of the Canon
b. The Church continues via the Canon
c. The Church is the Minister of the Canon
d. The Church is the recognzier of the Canon
e. The Church is the Witness of the Canon
f. And the Church is Servant of the Canon

D. In this next Chart we can see the basic history of the Canonization process:

Date Event that Took Place

c. 45-96 A.D. Books of the New Testament Written - Autographs

2  Century Codex (Modern form factor) of books developednd

c. 110 A.D. Papias refers to the Gospels of Mark and Matthew

c. 125 A.D. Earliest extant fragment of any part of the New Testament copied (John
18:38)

c. 140 A.D. Gnostic Marcion attempts first canonical list

c. 150 A.D. Justin Martyr refers to Christians gathering together and "the memoirs of
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the Apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as time permits"

c. 160 A.D. Tatian compiles a "harmony" of the four gospels, called the "Diatessaron"

c. 180 A.D. Christian prisoners in Scilla, Libya, refer to "the books, and letters of a
just man, one Paul" as their defense

c. 180 A.D. Ireneaus confirms four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John

c. 200 A.D. Muratori Canon compiled

c. 324 A.D. Constantine becomes the undisputed emperor of the Roman Empire

c. 325 A.D. Council of Nicea; Eusebius writes his Church History

c. 332 A.D. Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea is ordered by Constantine to create 50
volumes "on prepared parchment" of the Holy Scriptures

c. 325-350 A.D. Codex Vaticanus created; contains the complete New Testament as we
have it today

c. 350 A.D. Codex Sinaiticus written; (now in the British Museum) contains most of
modern day New Testament, plus the Shepherd of Hermas, and the Letter
of Barnabas

c. 367 A.D. Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, writes his Paschal letter, listing the
modern day New Testament canon

c. 393 A.D. Council of Hippo affirms modern day canon

c. 397 A.D. Council of Carthage affirms modern day canon

c. 400 A.D. Jerome (A.D. 346-420) translates Bible into common Latin (the
"Vulgate"), using the list of Athanasius

V. The Transmission of the Scriptures
A. The tradition of the Jewish scribes in copying the Old Testament

1. Every skin must contain a certain number of columns, equal throughout the entire codex. 
2. The length of each column must not extend over less than 48 nor more than 60 lines; and the

breadth must consist of thirty letters.
3. The whole copy must be first-lined; and if three words should be written without a line, it is

worthless. 
4. The ink should be black, neither red, green, nor any other color, and be prepared according to

a definite recipe.
5. An authentic copy must be the exemplar, from which the transcriber ought not in the least

deviate. 
6. No word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from memory, the scribe not having looked

at the codex before him......
7. Between every consonant the space of a hair or thread must intervene; 
8. Between every new parashah, or section, the breadth of nine consonants; 
9. Between every book, three lines, 
10. The fifth book of Moses must terminate exactly with a line; but the rest need not do so. 
11. Besides this, the copyist must be in full Jewish dress,
12. Wash his whole body,
13. Not begin to write the name of God with a pen newly dipped in ink, 
14. and should a king address him while writing that name he must take no notice of him.*
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a. From the above rules and regulations, it is certain that the text, which we have today, is
the true Hebrew Text of the Old Testament.  *Samuel Davidson, The Hebrew Text of the
Old Testament, p. 89.

B. The Dead Sea Scrolls affirm this reliability of transmission.
1.

C. How does the New Testament compare to other books of antiquity. 
1. There are over 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament available to us today. 
2.  Over 2,200 Lectionaries (Books used in worship that cite the Bible).
3. Ancient Versions – 9,000 manuscripts
4. Church "Fathers" – ca. 36,000 citations – scholars say that all but four verses of the entire New

Testament text could be reconstructed from the citations of the early Church Fathers alone! 
5. The New Testament is the best attested book of antiquity by far! - (Mt. 24:35) 

6. It is a stated fact that the entire New Testament as we have it today could be written from the
quotations of these “church fathers” writings except for four passages.

VI. The Translation of the Scriptures
A. Four Different Methods are used -

1. Highly Literal ---- Often these versions, while highly literal, fail to deal with the various
shades of meanings within a word.  They also fail to deal adequately with idioms, pun, plays
on words, structures, acrostics, and alliteration.  Because the source language (Greek or

Figure 38 - Qumran (Dead Sea Scroll
script)  – 1947 
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Hebrew) is unlike English, they may appear awkward, strain the English language to the
breaking point, an be difficult to read.  In some cases they make understanding almost
impossible.

2. Modified Literal—Formal Equivalence ----  This type of translation is best suited for scholarly
work and serious study.  It takes into account the form and meaning of the words.  It uses more
than one word if a word has different shades of meaning or if the receptor language requires
it.  These versions are often difficult to read for the young, because they are more interested
in literally translating than in ease of understanding.

3. Idiomatic—Dynamic Equivalent ---- It strives for understandability, sometimes at the sacrifice
of accuracy.  It has a tendency to interpret rather than to translate. Dynamic Equivalent
translations strive to give not only the information of the text but also its ideas and impact. 
It strives to respect both languages and to make whatever adjustments are necessary to say in
the receptor language what has been said in the original.  It asks what is the point, the meaning
of the text.  Occasionally to reach its goals, forms must be changed in the receptor language,
which provides a free expression.

4. Unduly Free—Paraphrase ---- These loose versions often give information not in the text. 
They substitute meanings and do not respect the form in the original. A paraphrase is not
actually a translation; it is an interpretation.  It is the meaning an author assigns to his
understanding of the Bible 

5.

VII. I n
Conclusion:

A. The Christian can be assured of the fact that the
Bible as we have it today is exactly as God intended
it to be.   This assurance has be derived from our
understanding of:
1. Inspiration –  Revelation
2. Words of God Written
3. Canonization 
4. Transmission 
5. Translation 

B. Hebrews 2:1-4 (NKJV) ----  Therefore we must
give the more earnest heed to the things we have
heard, lest we drift away. [2] For if the word spoken
through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just
reward, [3] how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation, which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard Him, [4] God also bearing witness
both with signs and wonders, with various miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own
will? 
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Questions On Lesson Four:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

           Lesson Five : What Books Belong In The Bible? 

Memory Verse: Luke 24:44 (NKJV)  Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 
Introduction:

A. After having examined how the Bible Came to Us thru Canonization and Transmission the next
step in our study is to focus on the question which so many ask - as to what books belong in the
Bible.

B. This is an important study as it gives the Christian the confidence to give a “ready answer to the
faith that we have” - 1 Peter 3:15 in the complete Word of God that we hold in our Hands.

C. The Bible is God’s Word from Himself to Us!
D. To Define what we mean by a Standard Rule we must first understand the various different words

which are used to describe the Bible.
1. QANAH (Hebrew) - a “reed, rod” (cf. Ezekiel 40: 3-8; 42:16-19).
2. KANNA (Greek) - “a straight rod used as a measuring rule,” thus

qualifying it to be a KANON (Greek): “a rule, standard” (cp. Galatians
6:16).

3. CANON (Latin  > English) - As applied to the Bible: “the list of sacred
books acknowledged to be the rule (standard) of faith and practice”

4. Thus just as we look at a tape measure so we understand that there is of
necessity a rule or standard that must be viewed in order to determine
which books belong in the Bible.

II. The Old Testament Canon
A. The Hebrew Canon - 24 Books divided into three sections

1. The Law, Prophets, & Writings
2. Books such as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy are combined as one

book called the “Book of Moses or commonly known as the Torah”.
3. Other books such as the Kings are also combined as one!

B. The Protestant Canon - 39 Books divided into five sections 
1. The Law, History, Poetry, Major Prophets, & Minor Prophets
2. What is important to note here that this is the same identical content as the Hebrew Canon.

C. Within the Roman Catholic listing of Old Testament books, seven extra books are found:
1. Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, 1 Maccabees, and 2 Maccabees. Baruch contains

another apocryphal book, “the Epistle of Jeremiah,” as its sixth chapter. Also, six chapters are
added throughout the book of Esther (Chapters A through F). One apocryphal book (“The
Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Young Men”) is added between Daniel 3:23 and
3:24 (thus the verses of chapter 3 are renumbered). Two books are added as extra chapters at
the end of Daniel (chap.13: “Susanna”; chap.14: “Bel and the Dragon”).

D. The Eastern Orthodox canon includes these additions plus: 
1. Esdras, the Prayer of Manasseh, 3 Maccabees, 4 Maccabees, and Psalm 151.

E. What must be noted concerning the Old Testament Canon are these given facts:
1. The Old Testament was written mostly in Hebrew
2. Historical sources show that by the 1st century A.D., Hebrew scripture was already widely

circulated as a complete unit and found in synagogues throughout the Roman world.
3. The Hebrew canon was established among the Jews well before the time of Christ
4. The Hebrew canon came to a close during the time of Artaxerxes
5. God entrusted the Jews with His word (Romans 3:2).  - (They knew what belonged in the

Hebrew canon.)
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6. The Greek version of the OT: the Septuagint (LXX).
F. The Evidence that these books and Scriptures were accepted is overwhelming!

1. Jesus’ approval of the Old Testament Canon!
a. Jesus referred to it as an identifiable body of text (Matthew 5:17; 7:12; 11:13; 22:40;

26:56; Luke 16:16,29,31; 24:27,44; John 5:45-47; 7:19). (Jesus did not quote from every
OT book, but He did quote from all three divisions – The Law, [Torah], The Prophets,
[Nebhiim], The Writings, [Kethubhim]

b. He spoke of it as one unit (“all the Law and the Prophets,” Matthew 22:40) with three
major parts (“all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms,” Luke 24:44). 

c. Jesus did not dispute the books of the Hebrew canon with the Jews. In fact he urged them
to read, believe, and follow the Scriptures they had as authoritative for truth.

d. He used the authoritative phrase, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4,7,10; 21:13; 26:24,31; Mark
7:6; 9:12,13; 11:17; 14:21,27; Luke 4:4,8; 7:27; 10:26; 18:31; 19:46; 20:17; 21:22; 22:37;
24:44,46; John 6:45; 8:17; 10:34; 15:25).

e. He rebuked the Jews for their ignorance when they did not know the scriptures. Matthew
22:29-32.

f. He referenced the following books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy,
1 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Joel,
Jonah, Micah, Zechariah, and Malachi. He referred to the Hebrew Scriptures at least 82
times 

g. He spoke of these Old Testament people by name: Adam, Eve, Abel, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Lot’s wife, Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Isaiah, Zechariah,
Daniel. He spoke of the prophets as a group of inspired men.

h. Thus it can be assured the Christian that the Old Testament Cannon was  Recognized by
Jesus – (Jesus did not quote from every  Old Testament book, but He did quote from all
three divisions – The Law, [Torah], The Prophets, [Nebhiim], The Writings, [Kethubhim]
(1) Luke 24:44 (NKJV)  Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you

while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 

2. Paul acknowledged the Hebrew canon 
a. As written for our learning - Romans 15:4 
b. As written for our admonition - 1 Corinthians 10:11 
c. As profitable for doctrine, etc.- 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

3. The apostles frequently quoted from those books in the Hebrew canon a. 
a. In their gospels - e.g., Matthew 1:22-23; 2:17-18; John 12:37-41
b. In their efforts to evangelize - e.g., Acts 17:2-3 
c. In their epistles - e.g., Romans 3:9-10; 4:3; 1 Peter 2:6 
d. Clearly seen in the Statement found in Acts 2:16 ----- “This is that....”
e. Books in the Hebrew scriptures most often referred to in the New Testament (the

following compilation is taken from The complete Book of Bible Lists)
(1) Isaiah referred to 419 times in 23 New Testament books.
(2) Psalms, 414 times in 23 books
(3) Genesis, 260 times in 21 books.
(4) Exodus, 250 times in 19 books.
(5) Deuteronomy, 208 times in 21 books.
(6) Ezekiel, 141 times in 15 books.
(7) Daniel, 133 times in 17 books.
(8) Jeremiah, 125 times in 17 books.
(9) Leviticus, 107 times in 15 books
(10) Number, 73 times in 4 books. 
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III. The New Testament Canon
A. Liberal scholars claim much of the NT wasn’t written until the late second or early third century

A.D.
1. The German critic, F.C. Baur (1792-1860), promoted this theory and claimed the gospel of

John wasn’t written until A.D. 160 or 170. He concluded that the NT came from myths or
legends that developed in “the lengthy interval” between the life of Jesus and the time the
gospels were set down in writing.

2. Others have followed after Baur and affirmed the same things. Among them today is John
Dominic Crossan, professor at DePaul University and leading  spokesman of the Jesus
Seminar: “The last chapters of the gospels and the first chapters of Acts taken literally,
factually, and historically trivialize Christianity and brutalize Judaism. ...Christianity often
asserts that its faith is based on fact not interpretation, history not myth, actual event not
supreme fiction. I find that assertion internally corrosive and externally offensive.” 

3. The Roman Catholic church can’t answer liberal critics on this because they want to delay the
legitimacy of the NT books until the late fourth century A.D. 

B. But..... After each book of the NT was written, it was meant to be circulated and read among
Christians and was considered authoritative during the first Century (Colossians 4:16; 1
Thessalonians 5:27). 

C. During the First and Second Century there are many proofs of  witnesses to the spreading of the
written word:
1. Clement of Rome (ca. A.D. 30-100). In writing to the Corinthians (A.D. 96), he makes

allusions to: Matthew, Luke, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Hebrews, James, and 2 Peter.

2. Ignatius of Antioch (ca. A.D. 30-115). In his epistles (A.D. 115), he clearly borrows verses
and phrases from: Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians,
and 1 Peter. And possibly: 1  Thessalonians, 2 Timothy, 3 John.

3. Polycarp (ca. A.D. 69-155) claimed to have known the apostle John. In his letter to the
Philippians, he mentions Paul by name (9:1) and knows Paul’s and the apostles’ writings were
in their possession. He mentions Paul’s epistle to the Philippians (3:2) and quotes Paul as
having written 1 Corinthians (11:2). He quotes from Ephesians 4:26, referring to its as part
of the “sacred writings” and “scriptures” (12:1). In his letter, Polycarp clearly borrows verses
and phrases from [the number of times follows]: Matthew [6 times], Mark [1], Luke [1], Acts
[2], Romans [2], 1 Corinthians [3], 2 Corinthians [5], Galatians [4], Ephesians [3], Philippians
[2], 1 Thessalonians [1], 2 Thessalonians [1], 1 Timothy [4], 2 Timothy [3], Hebrews [3], 1
Peter [10], 1 John [1].

4. Papias (ca. A.D. 70-140) was familiar with Matthew, Mark, John, 1 Peter, 1 John, Revelation.
5. Though the following books are spurious and contain error, they were written in the late first

or early second century A.D. and contain references to NT books 
a. The “epistle of Barnabas” refers to passages in Matthew and Mark.
b. The author of “The Didache” (ca. A.D. 95-150) was familiar with Matthew. 
c. The “Shepherd of Hermas” (ca. A.D. 95-150): John, Ephesians, and James. 
d. The author of “2 Clement” (ca. A.D. 150) was familiar with Matthew, Luke, 1

Corinthians, Ephesians, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter. 
6. Marcion (ca. A.D. 144) was a false teacher who rejected the OT and any NT books that quoted

the OT with approval. Though he was in error, he is nevertheless a witness to what books were
in circulation during his time. We have record of his writings through Tertullian. Marcion
referred to these NT books: Matthew, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus,
and Philemon. 

7. Justin Martyr (ca. A.D. 100-165) quoted the 4 Gospels, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 1 Peter, and Revelation. 

8. The Muratorian Canon (A.D. 170) listed these books: All 4 Gospels, Acts, Romans, 1 and 2
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Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2
Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and 2 and 3 John. (Some of this document is missing and may have
contained more information.)

9. Theophilus (ca. A.D. 115-188) had the bulk of the NT and held it in equal esteem with the OT.
D. Second and Third Century witnesses to the spreading of the written word:

1. Irenaeus (ca. A.D. 140-203) quoted or referred to every book of the NT except Philemon, 2
Peter, 3 John, and Jude. 

2. Tertullian (ca. A.D. 150-222) spoke of: All 4 Gospels, Acts, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus,
Philemon, Hebrews, 1 Peter, 1 John, Jude, and Revelation. 

3. Clement of Alexander (ca. A.D. 155-215). In this writings, he alluded to every NT book
except Philemon, James, 2 Peter, and 3 John. 

4. Origen (ca. A.D. 185-254) cataloged all the books of the NT. He mentioned by name all the
books as we know them today. Since it would take time for copies to be made and distributed
to all parts, the books themselves had to have been in existence some time before they were
cataloged.

E. All the above witnesses to the spreading of the NT spoke from either Rome, Africa, Egypt, or
Palestine. 
1. Their testimony shows that the NT books were widely circulated, read, and in general use

among churches not long after they were written.
2. Many other witnesses before the Council of Carthage (A.D. 397) could have been cited, but

these are sufficient to show that the NT books were already recognized as inspired. The
council expressed what had been known for almost three centuries. 

3. Indeed, the NT books were written in the first century -- near to the actual events they
recorded -- by those who were eye-witnesses to those events. Contrary to what many
modernists say, no long gap exists between the NT books and the events they record.

IV. What About the Apocrypha?
A. The Apocrypha Described... 

1. These books were written after Malachi (400 B.C), prior to the coming of Jesus
2. These books include: 

a. The Wisdom of Solomon (30 B.C.), known as the Book of Wisdom
b. Ecclesiasticus (132 B.C.), also known as Sirach 
c. Tobit (200 B.C.) 
d. Judith (150 B.C.) 
e. 1 Maccabees (110 B.C.)
f. 2 Maccabees (110 B.C.) 
g. Prayer of Azariah (100 B.C.) placed as Daniel 3:24-90 
h. Susanna (100 B.C.) placed as Daniel 13 
i. Bel and the Dragon (100 B.C.), placed as Daniel 14 
j. Baruch (150-50 B.C.), placed as Baruch 1-5 
k. Letter of Jeremiah (300-100 B.C.) placed as Baruch 6 
l. Additions to Esther (140-130 B.C.), placed as Esther 10:4-16:24 
m. 1 Esdras (150-100 B.C.), also known as 3 Esdras 
n. 2 Esdras (150-100 B.C.), known as 4 Esdras 
o. Prayer of Manasseh (100 B.C.) 

3. “The word apocrypha has come into the English language from the Greek and basically means
hidden. It was used very early in the sense of secretive or concealed, but was also used in
reference to a book whose origin was doubtful or unknown. Eventually the word took on the
meaning of non-canonical, and thus for centuries the non-canonical books have been known
as apocryphal books. Yet in Protestant circles ‘the apocrypha’ is the normal designation for
those extra books which are found in the Catholic Old Testament” (Lightfoot, p. 115). To
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summarize, Apocrypha can refer to:
a. “Something hard to understand” or “hidden”

B. The Apocrypha Accepted... 
1. The Council of Trent accepted the Old Testament Apocrypha as canonical in 1546 

a. With the exception of 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh 
b. While there are 15 total books in the Apocrypha, Roman Catholic Bibles count only 11

because they combine the Letter of Jeremiah with Baruch and omit 1 and 2 Esdras and the
Prayer of Manasseh 

c. The teaching of 2 Esdras 7:105 in opposition to prayer for the dead may have led to its
exclusion by the Roman Catholic Church.

2. Reasons suggested for the Old Testament Apocrypha as Scripture include:
a. Some church fathers accepted these books (Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria
b. The Syriac church accepted them in the fourth century 
c. The Eastern Orthodox church accepts them 
d. The Roman Catholic Church proclaimed them as canonical in 1546
e. The Apocrypha was included in Protestant Bibles, including the original KJV of 1611 
f. Some have been found among other OT books with the Dead Sea Scrolls 

C. Reasons the Apocryphal parts of the LXX should be rejected as scripture
1. There is not sufficient evidence that they were reckoned as canonical by the Jews anywhere. 
2. The LXX design was literary, to build the library of Ptolemy and Alexandrians. 
3. All LXX manuscripts are Christian and not Jewish origin. With a 500 years difference

between translation and existing manuscripts. Enough time for Apocryphal books to slip in. 
4. LXX manuscripts do not all have the same apocryphal books and names.
5. During the 2nd Century AD the Alexandrian Jews adopted Aquila’s Greek version of the OT

without apocryphal books.
6. The manuscripts at the Dead Sea make it clear no canonical book of the OT was written later

than the Persian period.
7. Philo, Alexandrian Jewish philosopher (20 BC-40 AD), quoted the Old Testament prolifically,

and even recognized the threefold classification, but he never quoted form the Apocrypha as
inspired.

8. Josephus (30-100 AD.), Jewish historian, explicitly  excludes the Apocrypha, numbering the
books of the Old Testament as 22 neither does he quote the apocryphal books as Scripture.

9. Jesus and the New Testament writes never once quote the Apocrypha, although there are
hundreds of quotes and references to almost all of the book of the Old Testament.

10. The Jewish scholars of Jamnia (90 AD) did not recognize the Apocrypha.
D. The Apocrypha Rejected... 

1.  Jesus and His apostles did not accept these books as part of the Scripture 
a. There are no NT references to any of the Apocrypha as being authoritative 
b. The NT writers quote not one part of the Apocrypha 

2. Judaism never accepted these books as part of the Scriptures 
a. Ancient Jewish leaders specifically rejected the Apocrypha (Josephus, Philo) 
b. While included in the Septuagint (Gr. OT), they were never accepted as canonical 
c. The New American Bible, the new Catholic translation, in a footnote to the Story of

Susanna and Bel and the Dragon frankly admits: "They are excluded from the Jewish
canon of Scripture..." 

3. While a few early church leaders appear to take some material from them, most were opposed
to the inclusion of the Apocrypha into the canon of Scripture (Athanasius, Cyril of Jerusalem,
Jerome, Origen) 

4. Rejected by the early “church fathers.” 
5. It wasn’t until the fourth century A.D. that the apocryphal books were placed alongside

canonical books, (397), yet they were still in dispute for many centuries afterwards. 
E. The Apocrypha itself recognizes our Old Testament canon as a distinct twenty-four books, which
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corresponds to the Hebrew Bible as it is known today 
1. In 2 Esd 14:44-48, 70 books are distinguished from 94, leaving 24, or the exact number of the

Hebrew canon, which became our 39 OT books 
2. Not only does the Apocrypha not claim inspiration for itself, it actually disclaims it when 1

Mac 9:27 describes an existing cessation of prophecy 
F. They include unbiblical teaching, such as praying for the dead (2 Mac 12:46) 
G. They contain demonstrable errors; for example: 

1. Tobit was supposedly alive when Jeroboam led his revolt (931 B.C.) 
2. He was still living at the time of the Assyrian captivity (722 B.C.) 
3. Yet the Book of Tobit says he lived only 158 years - Tob 1:3-5; 14:11 

H. The first official adoption of the Apocrypha by the Roman Catholic Church came at the Council
of Trent in 1546, over 1,500 years after the books were written.
1. Their inclusion conveniently provided the Catholic church with texts to support their pet false

doctrines which lacked support in (and contradicted) the other books.
I. When the Apocrypha appeared in Protestant Bibles:

1. It was normally placed in a separate section since it was not considered of equal authority 
2. Luther included the Apocrypha in his German Bible, but he introduced them with the

comment, "These are books that are not to be considered the same as Holy Scripture, and yet
are useful and good to read." 

J. No Greek manuscript contains the exact collection of the books of the Apocrypha as accepted by
the Council of Trent 

K. While the Syrian church accepted the Apocrypha in the fourth century, the translation of the Bible
into Syrian in the second century A.D. did not include it 

L. The Qumran community had hundreds of books in its library beyond the Scriptures 
1. While the library had some of the Apocrypha, it did not have commentaries on the Apocrypha

it did with OT books 
2. The OT books had special script and parchment, unlike the Apocrypha
3. Qumran clearly considered the Apocrypha as different from Scripture 

V. The Pseudepigrapha (Books rejected by all)
A.  The term pseudepigrapha means writings attributed to fictitious authors. The Pseudepigrapha are

books that are clearly spurious and inauthentic. Many of these works claim to have been written
by biblical authors, but in reality were written between 200 B. C. and A. D. 200. Most of these
books are made up of dreams, visions and revelations in the apocalyptic style of Ezekiel, Daniel
and Zechariah (Geisler and Nix, pp. 262-63). 
1.  The actual number of Pseudepigrapha books is unknown. According to Bruce Metzger, “The

number of Jewish and Jewish-Christian pseudepigraphic writings must once have been great.
Jewish legend ascribes to Enoch no fewer than 366 such works, and 2 Esdras (14:46) tells of
70 secret books that are discriminated from the 24 canonical ones.” Some researchers of the
Pseudepigrapha have listed more than 200 pseudepigrapha titles—many of these no longer
extant. (Bruce M. Metzger, “The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha” in Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, p. 170 fn. 3). For our purposes, 18 are worthy of mention. (List taken from
Geisler and Nix, p. 263.). 
a.  The Book of Jubilee (Legendary) A midrashic expansion of biblical history from Creation

to the First Passover. 
b. The Letter of Aristeas (Legendary) Supposedly an eyewitness account of the translation

of the Old Testament into Greek by seventy-two elders at the instruction of Eleazar the
high priest. Scholars say this book was written between 200 B. C. and A. D. 33. 

c. The Book of Adam and Eve (Legendary)
d. The Martyrdom of Isaiah (Legendary)
e. 1 Enoch (Apocalyptic) This book is cited in Jude 1:14-15 and is the longest of the

surviving Jewish pseudepigraphic writings. It is a composite work, written by various
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authors in Aramaic during the last two centuries B. C. “Professing to embody a series of
revelations granted to Enoch, the seventh from Adam, the anonymous authors discuss such
matters as the origin of evil, the angels and their destinies, the nature of Gehenna and
Paradise, and various astronomical and cosmological fancies” (Metzger, p. 171).

f.  The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs (Apocalyptic) A work based on Jacob’s words
to his sons in Genesis 49. 

g. The Sibylline Oracle (Apocalyptic)
h. The Assumption of Moses (Apocalyptic)
i. 2 Enoch, or The Book of the Secrets of Enoch (Apocalyptic) “The book relates Enoch’s

travels through the seven heavens and the divine revelations that he received concerning
creation, the history of the world, hell, and paradise. Its composition is dated by most
scholars in the first half of the first Christian century” (Metzger, p. 173). 

j. 2 Baruch, or The Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch (Apocalyptic)
k. 3 Baruch, or The Greek Apocalypse of Baruch (Apocalyptic)
l. 3 Maccabees (Didactical) This book has nothing to do with the Maccabees but probably

received its name since it claims to describe events during the Maccabean period. The
book contains impossibilities and exaggerations and was written shortly before or during
the beginning of the Christian era. 

m. 4 Maccabees (Didactical) This work is a Greek philosophical treatise addressed to Jews
on the supremacy of reason over the passions (Metzger, p. 172). It was written between
150 B. C. and A. D. 70. 

n. Pirke Aboth (Didactical)
o. The Story of Ahikar (Didactical)
p. The Psalms of Solomon (Poetical) Eighteen in number, these psalms were composed in

the middle of the first century B. C. These psalms speak of the coming age when God will
send His Messiah, of the house of David, to purge Jerusalem, subdue Gentile nations and
rule in righteousness. 

q. Psalm 151 (Poetical)
r. The Fragment of a Zadokite Work (Historical). 
s. The Gospel of Thomas (early second century) This gnostic gospel is a mixture of authentic

sayings of Jesus and Gnostic teachings which only the enlightened few are supposed to be
able understand. In this gospel Jesus fashioned twelve sparrows from clay and made them
fly. He also cursed a young boy who withered like a tree. Eusebius (c. 260-340) said that
this work should be “cast aside as absurd and impious” because its style and content
clearly show it not to be apostolic (“Books That Almost Made It,” in Christian History,
issue 43, p. 31). 

t. The Gospel of the Ebionites (second century) Made by a Jewish sect of Christians who
stressed the law of Moses, the Gospel of the Ebionites teaches that Jesus was a mere man
who God adopted at His baptism. 

u. The Gospel of Peter (second century) This docetic work denied the humanity of Christ. 
B. The Apocrypha (Books accepted by some listing the teaching and errors)

1. All noncanonical books A general designation for all the books (including the pseudepigrapha)
outside the Hebrew canon. The use of the term “apocrypha” to mean “noncanonical” goes
back to the fifth century A. D. with Jerome (R. K. Harrison, “Old Testament and New
Testament Apocrypha,” in The Origin of the Bible, p. 84). 

2. The fifteen works found in the Alexandrian Canon and Septuagint that were not part of the
Hebrew (Palestinian)Canon “‘The Apocrypha’ is the designation applied to a collection of
fourteen or fifteen books (or parts of books) not included in the Masoretic Hebrew Bible,
which were written during the last two centuries before Christ and the first century of the
Christian era” (Metzger, p. 161). 

3.  Confusion over the Apocrypha: Palestinian or Alexandrian Canon? The confusion over the
Apocrypha revolves around the two traditions of the Old Testament canon. The Palestinian
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Canon contains the twenty-four books of the Hebrew Bible (thirty-nine in English) while the
Alexandrian Canon contains the additional fifteen books we call the Apocrypha. (The
Alexandrian Canon arose in Alexandria, Egypt where the Hebrew Scriptures were translated
into the Greek Septuagint (LXX)). 

4. The fifteen books of the Apocrypha (as noted by the Revised Standard Version (1957)):
a. The First Book of Esdras (150—100 B. C.) (not included in Catholic Bible) This work

begins with a description of the Passover celebration under King Josiah and relates Jewish
history down to the reading of the Law in the time of Ezra. It reproduces with little change
2 Chronicles 35:1—36:21, the book of Ezra and Nehemiah 7:73—8:13a. It also includes
the story of three young men, in the court of Darius, who held a contest to determine the
strongest thing in the world. 1 Esdras has legendary accounts which cannot be supported
by Ezra, Nehemiah or 2 Chronicles. 

b. The Second Book of Esdras (c. A. D. 100) (not included in Catholic Bible) Differs from
the other fifteen books in that it is an apocalypse. It has seven revelations (3:1—14:48) in
which the prophet is instructed by the angel Uriel concerning the great mysteries of the
moral world. It reflects the Jewish despair following the destruction of Jerusalem in A. D.
70.

c. Tobit (c. 200—150 B. C.) The Book of Tobit describes the doings of Tobit, a man from
the tribe of Naphtali, who was exiled to Ninevah where he zealously continued to observe
the Mosaic Law. This book is known for its sound moral teaching and promotion of
Jewish piety. It is also known for its mysticism and promotion of astrology and the
teaching of Zoroastrianism (The Bible Almanac, eds. Packer, Tenney and White, p. 501). 

d. Judith (c. 150 B. C.) Judith is a fictitious story of a Jewish woman who delivers her
people. It reflects the patriotic mood and religious devotion of the Jews after the
Maccabean rebellion. 

e. The Additions to the Book of Esther (140-130 B. C.) 107 verses added to the book of
Esther that were lacking in the original Hebrew form of the book. 

f. The Wisdom of Solomon (c. 30 B. C.) This work was composed in Greek by an
Alexandrian Jew who impersonated King Solomon. 

g. Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach (c. 180 B. C.) This book is the
longest and one of the most highly esteemed of the apocryphal books. The author was a
Jewish sage named Joshua (Jesus, in Greek) who taught young men at an academy in
Jerusalem. Around 180 B. C. he turned his classroom lectures into two books. This work
contains numerous maxims formulated in about 1,600 couplets and grouped according to
topic (marriage, wealth, the law, etc. . .). 

h. Baruch (c. 150-50 B. C.) This book claims to have been written in Babylon by a
companion and recorder of Jeremiah (Jer. 32:12; 36:4). It is mostly a collection of
sentences from Jeremiah, Daniel, Isaiah and Job. Most scholars are agreed that it is a
composite work put together by two or more authors around the first century B. C. 

i. The Letter of Jeremiah (c. 300-100 B. C.) This letter claims to be written by the prophet
Jeremiah at the time of the deportation to Babylon. In it he warns the people about
idolatry. 

j. The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Young Men (2 nd — 1 st century B. C.)
This section is introduced to Daniel in the Catholic Bible after Daniel 3:23 and supposedly
gives more details of the fiery furnace incident. 

k. Susanna (Daniel 13 in the Catholic Bible) (2 nd — 1 st century B. C.) In this account,
Daniel comes to the rescue of the virtuous Susanna who was wrongly accused of adultery. 

l. Bel and the Dragon (Daniel 14 in the Catholic Bible) (c. 100 B. C.) Bel and the Dragon
is made up of two stories. The first (vv. 1-22) tells of a great statue of Bel (the Babylonian
god Marduk). Supposedly this statue of Bel would eat large quantities of food showing
that he was a living god who deserved worship. Daniel, though, proved it was the priests
of Bel who were eating the food. As a result, the king put the priests to death and allowed
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Daniel to destroy Bel and its temple. In the second story (vv. 23-42), Daniel, in defiance
of the king, refuses to worship a great dragon. Daniel, instead, asks permission to slay the
dragon without “sword or club” (v. 26). Given permission, Daniel feeds the dragon lumps
of indigestible pitch, fat and hair so that the dragon bursts open (v. 27).

m. The Prayer of Manasseh (2 nd or 1 st century B. C.) (Not in Catholic Bible) This work is
a short penitential psalm written by someone who read in 2 Chronicles 33:11-19 that
Manasseh, the wicked king of Judah, composed a prayer asking God’s forgiveness for his
many sins. 

n. The First Book of the Maccabees (c. 110 B. C.) “The First Book of Maccabees is a
generally reliable historical account of the fortunes of Jewish people between 175 and 134
B. C. , relating particularly to their struggle with Antiochus IV Epiphanes and his
successors. . . . The name of the author, a patriotic Jew at Jerusalem is unknown”
(Metzger, p. 169). The book derives its name from Maccabeus, the surname of a Jew who
led the Jews in revolt against Syrian oppression. 

o. The Second Book of the Maccabees (c. 110-70 B. C.) This book is not a continuation of
1 Maccabees but an independent work partially covering the period of 175-161 B. C. This
book is not as historically reliable as 1 Maccabees. 

p. Epistle of Pseudo-Barnabas (c. A. D. 70-130) Quoted as Scripture by Origen and Clement
of Alexandria, this work parallels Hebrews in style but is allegorical and mystical in
nature. 

q. Shepherd of Hermas (c. A. D. 115-140) This work was the most popular of all the
noncanonical books. It is a picturesque allegory about a shepherd (Jesus) who gives moral
guidance through visions and mandates to a man named Hermas. It was considered
Scripture by Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria (See “Books that Almost Made It,” p.
30). 

r. Didache (c. A. D. 100-120) This work was held in high regard by the early church and
gives the opinion of the early church of the second century on the essential truths of
Christianity. 

s. Apocalypse of Peter (c. A. D. 150) This apocalypse gives picturesque descriptions of
heaven and hell. 

t. The Acts of Paul (A. D. 170) This is the story of the conversion and testimony of an
Iconian lady, Thelca, based on Acts 14:1-7. 

u. The Gospel According to the Hebrews (A. D. 65-100)
v. The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians (c. A. D. 108).

5. Roman Catholic inclusion of the Alexandrian list Of the fifteen books mentioned in the
Alexandrian list, twelve were accepted and incorporated into the Roman Catholic Bible. Only
1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh were not included. 
a. NOTE: Though twelve of these works are included in the Catholic Douay Bible, only

seven additional books are listed in the table of contents. The reason is that Baruch and
the Letter of Jeremiah were combined into one book; the additions of Esther were added
to the book of Esther; the Prayer of Azariah was inserted between the Hebrew Daniel 3:23
and 24; Susanna was placed at the end of the book of Daniel (ch. 13); and Bel and the
Dragon was attached to Daniel as chapter 14. 

C. Though these works are rejected as part of the Canon every Christian must be aware of the
argument made for the inclusion of some based on a reference in the book of Jude.
1. NOTE: What about Jude’s reference to the book of Enoch (and possibly The Assumption of

Moses) in Jude 14-15? 
2. First, it should be noted that the Book of Enoch is classified as part of the Pseudepigrapha.

Thus it is rejected as canonical by Jews, Protestants and Catholics. Enoch is “apocrypha” in
the broad sense of being an Old Testament era book that was not part of the Hebrew canon.
But it is not “Apocrypha” in the narrower sense of being one of the Old Testament books
included in the Alexandrian Canon or the Catholic Bible. It is correct, then, to say that Jesus
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and the Apostles never quote from the Apocryphal books. 
3. Second, Jude’s quotation of Enoch does not mean that Jude accepted Enoch as inspired. As

Edward Pentecost says, “If Jude quoted the apocryphal book, he was affirming only the truth
of that prophecy and not endorsing the book in its entirety.” (Edward C. Pentecost, “Jude” in
Bible Knowledge Commentary, vol. 2, p. 922). 

4. It should be remembered that the New Testament also quotes from heathen poets such as
Aratus (Acts 17:28); Menander (1 Cor. 15:33) and Epimenides (Titus 1:12). 

5. Thus, a truthful quote from a secular source does not make the whole source inspired or
worthy of being added to the canon. 
a. Much of this information on the books not accepted into the Canon comes from material

prepared and written by - Tony Capoccia, Bible Bulletin Board.  Box 119 Columbus, New
Jersey, USA, 08022

VI. In Conclusion:
A. The extra books do not claim to be inspired texts, and in some places admit the possibility of

error. 
B. They contain historical inaccuracies and teachings inconsistent with God’s word. 
C. Realizing all of this, we must  do what so many have done (including many Catholics in the past)

and reject these extra books as uninspired  works of men (cf. Revelation 22:18-19).
D. The Criteria is simple:

1. An inspired book is absolutely infallible and errorless in its facts and doctrines as presented
in the original manuscript.

2. An inspired book must present only holy and pure doctrines.
3. An inspired book should reflect the characteristics of God, (omniscient, omnipotent,

omnipresent) in such ways as fulfilled prophecy and accurate statements with regard to
geography, astronomy, science, math, psychology, and all areas of knowledge to the extent
that it makes reference to these. If God is the Creator of both the world and man, He could not
make an inaccurate statement about them. 

4. Since God is absolute truth, one inspired book cannot contradict another.
5. Written by an inspired man –

a. For the purpose of instructing the people of God –
6. Recognized by the people of God as authoritative at the time –
7. Inherent and true –
8. Preserved by the providence of God –

E. Recommended Books for more study:
1. A General Introduction to the Bible by Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix. (Chicago:

Moody Press), 1986. 
2. How We Got the Bible by Neil R. Lightfoot. (Grand Rapids: Baker), 1988. 
3. The Canon of Scripture by F. F. Bruce. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press), 1988. 
4. The Origin of the Bible edited by Philip W. Comfort. (Wheaton: Tyndale), 1992. 
5. The King James Only Controversy by James R. White. (Minneapolis: Bethany House), 1995.
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Questions On Lesson Five:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

Lesson Six : Does Historical and Archaeological Evidence Support the Bible? 

Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160 – “The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your
righteous judgments endures forever.”

Introduction:
A. In the study that is set before us - we want to answer the question that is on the minds of many and

that is - Does the historical and archaeological evidence today confirm or deny the claims that are
made in the Scriptures.
1. It is important to note here that just because something has not been

dug up yet does not verify the accusation that the Bible is wrong on
something it just simply notes that as of such a time the limitations of
mans search is to be acknowledged.

B. As we begin this study it is important that we note the definitions of what
we are discussing.
1. Archaeology - "the scientific study of material remains (as fossil relics,

artifacts, and monuments) of past human life and activities" (Merriam
Webster’s Dictionary). 

2. Bible Archaeology -    is archaeological excavation, examination and
ascertaining information about biblical characters, biblical places,
biblical events or biblical times.

C. The fact to be noted is that there are those sceptics and critics of
Archaeology and Biblical Accuracy - who looking at the same evidence
still deny the truthfulness of the Scriptures - and it must be said that to
some no matter how much evidence is presented they will still be critical
of the Bible.
1. From A Critic . . . Farrell Till — “Has archaeology proven the historical accuracy of the

Bible? If you listened only to biblical inerrantists, you would certainly think so. Amateur
apologists have spread this claim all over the internet, and in a letter published in this issue,
Everett Hatcher even asserted that archaeology supports that "the Bible is the inerrant word
of God.“ Such a claim as this is almost too absurd to deserve space for publication, because
archaeology could prove the inerrancy of the Bible only if it unearthed undeniable evidence
of the accuracy of every single statement in the Bible. . . .”

Body
II. Archaeology and the Biblical Accuracy

A.  Nothing has been found to disprove the  historical accuracy of Biblical events, places, or people.
1. There are many examples of Biblical references which were said to be

unlikely or wrong, only to have archaeology later prove that it was the
critics who were mistaken (for example, witness the 1993 discovery of an
inscription bearing the phase "House of David", proving that King David
was real). 
a. For many David was simply a Biblical figure and not a historical figure

- the absence of the Palace of David (just recently found in Jerusalem -
exactly as is mentioned in scripture - See Don Patton’s video on the
“Stones of Israel) has been a talking point among many  of the sceptics
of the Bible.

B. Every significant person and place mentioned in the Bible since the time of the inhabitation of the
Holy Land by the Israelites (following the exodus from Egypt and the desert wandering) has now
been verified as can be seen by the quotes listed below. 
1. “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a

Figure 45 - Ancient

Tablet listing the Sumerian

Kings
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Figure 48 - 17,000

Tablets were discovered

biblical reference” (Dr. Nelson Glueck, - Jewish archaeologist) 
2. “Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of innumerable details [of the Bible]”- 

(archaeologist Dr. William F. Albright)
3. “Archaeology has confirmed countless passages which have been rejected by critics as

unhistorical or contradictory to known facts......Yet archaeological discoveries have shown
that these critical charges.....are wrong and that the Bible is trustworthy in the very statements
which have been set aside as untrustworthy.....We do not know of any cases where the Bible
has been proved wrong.” - Dr. Joseph P. Free

4. “In every instance where the findings of archaeology pertain to the Biblical record, the
archaeological evidence confirms, sometimes in detailed fashion, the historical accuracy of
Scripture.  In those instances where the archaeological findings seem to be at variance with
the Bible, the discrepancy lies with the archaeological evidence, i.e., improper interpretation,
lack of evidence, etc. -- not with the Bible.” - Dr. Bryant C. Wood

5. “Through the wealth of data uncovered by historical and archaeological research, we are able
to measure the Bible's historical accuracy.  In every case where its claims can thus be tested,
the Bible proves to be accurate and reliable.” - Dr. Jack Cottrell

6. Sir William Ramsey, - a wealthy atheistic English archaeologist who was determined to
disprove the Bible.  
a. He spent many decades over his diggings and published book after book, first confirming

the Word of God, and finally declaring that he had become a Christian as a result of his
findings!  

7. “The great value of archaeology has been to show, over and over again, that the geography,
technology, political and military movements, cultures, religious practices, social institutions,
languages, customs, and other aspects of everyday life of Israel and other nations of antiquity
were exactly as described in the Bible.”  - Henry M. Morris, Many Infallible Proofs (El Cajon,
CA: Master Books, 1974), p. 301.

C. As can be seen from these statements and more can be provided to the
honest student - the truthfulness of the Scriptures not only is verified by
Archaeology but even the most staunch of atheists have been converted to
believing in God by the evidence they kept digging up.
1. A good book to read on this topic is - “Who Moved the Stone” by

Henry M. Morris

III. Examining the Evidence from Archaeology
A. The World Wide Flood - Genesis 6-9

1. The Sumerian King List (pictured here), for example, lists kings who
reigned for long periods of time. 

2. Then a great flood came. Following the flood, Sumerian kings ruled
for much shorter periods of time. 

3. The 11th tablet of the Gilgamesh Epic speaks of an ark, animals taken
on the ark, birds sent out during the course of the flood, the ark
landing on a mountain, and a sacrifice offered after the ark landed. 

B. The Tower of Babel . . .  
1. Sumerian tablets record the confusion of language as we have in the

Biblical account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). 
2. There was a golden age when all mankind spoke the same language.

Speech was then confused by the god Enki, lord of wisdom. 
3. The Babylonian states “the gods” destroyed a temple tower and

"scattered them abroad and made strange their speech.”
4. Many other Ziggurats have been found ... 

C. The discovery of the Ebla archive in northern Syria in the 1970s has
shown the Biblical writings concerning the Patriarchs to be viable. 

Figure 47 - Ancient

Tablet listing the Sumerian

Kings
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Figure 49 - Qadesh Treaty

between Hittites and

Egyptians

Figure 50 - Sargon

Figure 51

1. Documents written on clay tablets, (17,000), from around 2300 B.C. demonstrate that personal
and place names in the Patriarchal accounts are genuine. 

2. The name "Canaan" was in use in Ebla, a name critics once said was not used at that time and
was used incorrectly in the early chapters of the Bible. 

3. Ancient customs reflected in the stories of the Patriarchs have also
been found in clay tablets from Nuzi and Mari. 

D. Nations of the Old Testament Questioned.
1. The Hittites were once thought to be a Biblical legend, until their

capital and records were discovered at Bogazkoy, Turkey. 
2. Many thought the Biblical references to Solomon's wealth were

greatly exaggerated. Recovered records from the past show that wealth
in antiquity was concentrated with the king and Solomon's prosperity
was entirely feasible. 

E. Historical Kings in Question:
1. It was once claimed there was no Assyrian king named Sargon as

recorded in Isaiah 20:1, because this name was not known in any other
record. 
a. Then, Sargon's palace was discovered in Khorsabad, Iraq. 
b. The very event mentioned in Isaiah 20, his capture of Ashdod, was

recorded on the palace walls. 
c. What is more, fragments of a stela memorializing the victory were

found at Ashdod itself. 
d. One of Sargon's inscriptions reads "In my first year I captured

Samaria. I took captive 27,290 people. People of other lands, who
never paid tribute, I settled in Samaria." 

2. Another king who was in doubt was            
Belshazzar, king of Babylon, named in
Daniel 5. 
a. The last king of Babylon was

Nabonidus   according to recorded
history.

b. Tablets were found showing that
Belshazzar was Nabonidus' son who
served as coregent in Babylon. Figure
36

c. Thus, Belshazzar could offer to make 
Daniel "third highest ruler in the
kingdom" (Dan. 5:16) for reading the
handwriting on the wall, the highest

available position. 

F. Military Campaign’s in the Scriptures.
1. Campaign into Israel by Pharaoh Shishak

(1 Kings 14:25-26), recorded on the walls
of the Temple of Amun in Thebes, Egypt. 

2. Revolt of Moab against Israel (2 Kings
1:1; 3:4-27), recorded on the Mesha
Inscription. 

3. Fall of Samaria (2 Kings 17:3-6, 24; 18:9-
11) to Sargon II, king of Assyria, as
recorded on his palace walls. 

Figure 52 - Taylor Prism

(Prism of Sennacherib)

Figure 53 -Pharaoh Shishak (945-

924 B.C.) invaded Israel and Judah

in 925 B.C. and carried off the

treasures of Jerusalem's temple. Figure 54 - Mesha

Inscription
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4. Campaign of the Assyrian king Sennacherib against Judah (2 Kings 18:13-16), as recorded
on the Taylor Prism. 

5. Siege of Lachish by Sennacherib (2 Kings 18:14, 17), as recorded on the Lachish reliefs. 
6. Assassination of Sennacherib by his own sons (2 Kings 19:37), as recorded in the annals of

his son Esarhaddon. 
7. Fall of Nineveh as predicted by the prophets Nahum and Zephaniah (2:13-15), recorded on

the Tablet of Nabopolasar. 
8. Fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-14), as recorded in the

Babylonian Chronicles. 
9. Captivity of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in Babylon (2 Kings

24:15-16), as recorded on the Babylonian Ration Records.
(Figure 40)

10. Fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5:30-31), 
11. The freeing of captives in Babylon by Cyrus the Great (Ezra

1:1-4; 6:3-4), as recorded on the Cyrus Cylinder. 
a. The Cyrus Cylinder is an artifact of the Persian Empire,

consisting of a declaration
inscribed on a clay barrel. Upon
his taking of Babylon, Cyrus the
Great issued the declaration,
containing an account of his
victories and merciful acts, as
well as a documentation of his
royal lineage. It was discovered
in 1879 in Babylon, and today is
kept in the British Museum.

b. I am Cyrus. King of the world. When I entered Babylon... I did not
allow anyone to terrorise the land... I kept in view the needs of
people and all its sanctuaries to promote their well-being... I put
an end to their misfortune. The Great God has delivered all the
lands into my hand; the lands that I have made to dwell in a
peaceful habitation... http://www.oznet.net/cyrus/cyframe.htm

G. People and Places Inthe Old Testament.
1. The prophet Balaam, Numbers 22:5; 24:3,15 . . . – 1967 in Deir Alla

Jordan – “Balaam son of Beor” (Dijkstra 47,48)
2. Destruction of Jericho – Thought to be an earthquake – a small portion

of the north wall was left standing. (Josh. 6:22,23; Heb. 11:30,31)
a. Figure 42 - Dr Wood stands at the base of the stone retaining wall uncovered by Italian

archaeologists at the southern end of Jericho in 1997..
b. What is interesting to note is that the walls fell outward and

provides a ramp into the city just as recorded in the book of
Joshua.

c. Another interesting fact uncovered is the single remaining of the
wall structure with a house still clearly visible - could this be
Rehab’s home?

3. Water tunnel beneath Jerusalem dug by King Hezekiah to provide
water during the Assyrian siege (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30). 

4. The existence of Jesus Christ as recorded by Josephus, Suetonius,
Thallus, Pliny the Younger, the Talmud, and Lucian. 
a. Quirinius – Luke 2:2 – Previously known to have ruled in A.D. 6 – but now known to

have ruled prior to the birth of Christ – (c. 4 B.C., Jenkins 64) 
b. Forcing Jews to leave Rome during the reign of Claudius (A.D. 41-54) (Acts 18:2), as

Figure 55 -Details of the siege of

Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in

March 597BC.are all found in this

cuneiform tablet.

Figure 56 -Clay cylinder is

inscribed in Babylonian

cuneiform with an account

by Cyrus, king of Persia

(559-530 BC) of his

conquest of Babylon in 539

BC 

Figure 57
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recorded by Josephus, Suetonius, Thallus, Pliny the Younger, the Talmud, and Lucian:. 
c. Destruction of Jerusalem – Matthew 24 – Josephus.

H. Historical accuracy of Luke:
1. The great famine – Acts 11:27-30
2. The title “proconsul” – Acts 13:7
3. Women possessing positions of prominence in Antioch of Pisidia –

Acts 13:50
4. Inscriptions about Hermes & Zeus – Acts 14:12
5. The Greek title “politarches” applied to the city authorities in

Thessalonica – Acts 17:6
a. Greek 4173, NASB - politarcheôs; from Greek 4172 (polis) and

Greek 757 (archoô); the ruler of a city:— city authorities.
6. The theater in Ephesus – Acts 19:29,31

I. Grapes and wine making in Egypt?
1. (Moses and Herodotus) A historian named Herodotus denied a basic

statement of Moses.
2. Moses referred to the growing of grapes in the land of Egypt, and making and drinking of

wine.
a. Herodotus said that grapes did not grow in Egypt and Egyptians did not make or drink

wine.
3. The unbelievers sided with Herodotus - they said he was right and Moses was wrong; they

claimed that the Bible record was not inspired because Moses make a historical blunder.
4. However, when archaeologist explored the ancient tombs of the Egyptians such as in

pyramids, painting on the walls that showed how the Egyptians crushed their grapes and make
their wine. Paintings of wine parties covered the walls. Herodotus was wrong Moses was
right.

IV. In Conclusion:
A. Does Historical & Archaeological Evidence Support The Trustworthiness of the Scriptures?  The

answer must be yes!
B. Once again - “In every instance where the findings of archaeology pertain to the Biblical record,

the archaeological evidence confirms, sometimes in detailed fashion, the historical accuracy of
the Scripture. In those instances where the archaeological findings seem to be at variance with the
Bible, the discrepancy lies with the archaeological evidence, i.e. improper interpretation, lack of
evidence, etc. – not with the Bible.” Archeologist, Dr. Bryant C. Woods

Figure 58 - Pilate as

Proconsul - Term often

denied by critics.

Figure 59 - Wine making in Egypt Figure 60 - Egyptian Vineyard
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

Lesson Seven: Does Biblical Prophecy Support Divine Origin of the Scriptures

Memory Verse: Psalm 118:8 (NKJV) ---- “It is better to trust in the Lord Than to put confidence
in man.”

Introduction:
A. Does Bible Prophecy Support the Divine Origin of the Scriptures?
B. What is meant by Prophecy?

1. Vines - signifies "the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God" (pro, "forth," phemi, "to
speak:" see PROPHET); . . . "Though much of OT prophecy was purely predictive, . . .
prophecy is not necessarily, nor even primarily, fore-telling. It is the declaration of that which
cannot be known by natural means, Matthew 26:68, it is the forth-telling of the will of God,
whether with reference to the past, the present, or the future.

2. Note these facts about Prophecy:
a. Must be beyond man’s ability to foresee . . . Biblical prophecies foretold events in detail

that were beyond the scope of human speculation.
b. Not ambiguous generalizations – but specific, detailed language that has a clear,

demonstrable, and identifiable fulfillment.
c. God’s standard for true prophecy is not about getting two out of three right, but 100%

accuracy, 100% of the time. 
(1) Deut 18:15-22 (NKJV) ---- “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like

me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 16 according to all you
desired of the Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not
hear again the voice of the Lord my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest
I die.’ 17 “And the Lord said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. 18 I will raise
up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in
His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19 And it shall be that
whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of
him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not
commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall
die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the Lord
has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing
does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken; the
prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

(2)  Deuteronomy 13:1-18 (NKJV) ---- “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer
of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes
to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which you
have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know
whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You
shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and
obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him. 5 But that prophet or that
dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you
away from the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed
you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the Lord your
God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst. 6 “If
your brother, the son of your mother, your son or your daughter, the wife of your
bosom, or your friend who is as your own soul, secretly entices you, saying, ‘Let us
go and serve other gods,’ which you have not known, neither you nor your fathers, 7
of the gods of the people which are all around you, near to you or far off from you,
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from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth, 8 you shall not consent to him
or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him or conceal him;
9 but you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death,
and afterward the hand of all the people. 10 And you shall stone him with stones until
he dies, because he sought to entice you away from the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 11 So all Israel shall hear and
fear, and not again do such wickedness as this among you. 12 “If you hear someone
in one of your cities, which the Lord your God gives you to dwell in, saying, 13
‘Corrupt men have gone out from among you and enticed the inhabitants of their city,
saying, “Let us go and serve other gods” ’—which you have not known— 14 then you
shall inquire, search out, and ask diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that
such an abomination was committed among you, 15 you shall surely strike the
inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying it, all that is in
it and its livestock—with the edge of the sword. 16 And you shall gather all its plunder
into the middle of the street, and completely burn with fire the city and all its plunder,
for the Lord your God. It shall be a heap forever; it shall not be built again. 17 So none
of the accursed things shall remain in your hand, that the Lord may turn from the
fierceness of His anger and show you mercy, have compassion on you and multiply
you, just as He swore to your fathers, 18 because you have listened to the voice of the
Lord your God, to keep all His commandments which I command you today, to do
what is right in the eyes of the Lord your God.” 

(3) Jeremiah 28:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the
word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom the Lord
has truly sent.”

C. The Bible uses prophecy to validate its authenticity – Deut 18:20-22; Is. 41:21-23,26; 42:9;
46:9,10; 48:3
1. Deut. 18:22 (NKJV) ---- when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not

happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has
spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 

2. Isaiah 42:9 (NKJV) ---- Behold, the former things have come to pass, And new things I
declare; Before they spring forth I tell you of them."

3. Isaiah 48:3 (NKJV) ---- I have declared the former things from the beginning; They went
forth from My mouth, and I caused them to hear it. Suddenly I did them, and they came to
pass. . . . [5] Even from the beginning I have declared it to you; Before it came to pass I
proclaimed it to you, Lest you should say, 'My idol has done them, And my carved image and
my molded image Have commanded them.'

4. Isaiah 46:9-10 (NKJV) ---- Remember the former things of old,  For I am God, and there is
no other;  I am God, and there is none like Me,  [10] Declaring the end from the beginning, 
And from ancient times things that are not yet done,  Saying, 'My counsel shall stand,  And
I will do all My pleasure,'

D. Jesus told of things before they occurred so that people would believe that He was the Messiah
– John 13:19 (NKJV) ----Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may
believe that I am He. 

II. Facts about Prophecy that Prove Divine Origin
A. Facts:

1. 8,352 verses contain prophecy . . .
2. 27% of the Bible is  prophetic material . . .
3. NOT ONE prophecy has failed to come to pass . . .
4. The prophetic word has been confirmed – 2 Peter 1:19 (NKJV) ---- “And so we have the

prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;” 
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5. 100% accuracy confirms  Divine source!
B. Prophecies concerning Nations:

1. Israel:
a. Egyptian Captivity and return to the land – Genesis 15:13-

16 (NKJV) ---- “Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly
that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four
hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I
will judge; afterward they shall come out with great
possessions. 15 Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers
in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But in the
fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of
the Amorites is not yet complete.”

b. Assyrian Captivity – Deut. 28:36,37; 2 Kings 17:4-6; 23,24
c. Babylonian captivity and return to the land – 2 Kings 24:12-

15; 2 Chr. 36:5-7,22,23, (Cyrus); Jer. 25:9. 
d. The Destruction of Jerusalem - Matthew 24

2. The fall of Babylon, written two hundred years before it occurred - Isaiah 13:17-22
3. The fall of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war than by outside forces - Isaiah

19:1-4
4. The fall of Nineveh, with its utter desolation - Zephaniah 2:13-15
5. The Fall of Tyre

a. The walls would be broken down (Ezek. 26:4) 
b. Left a bare rock (Ezek. 26:4) 
c. A place for the spreading of nets (Ezek. 26:5) 
d. Nebuchadnezzar would build a siege wall around it (Ezek. 26:8) 
e. He would plunder it (Ezek. 26:9-12) 
f. The stones, timber and soil would be cast into the sea (Ezek. 26:12) 
g. The city would never be rebuilt (Ezek. 26:14) 

(1) "Nebuchadnezzar took all Palestine and Syria and the cities on the seacoast, including
Tyre, which fell after a siege of 13 years (573 B.C.)"  (E. A. Wallis Budge, Babylonian
Life And History, p. 50). 

(2) Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) sent messengers to Tyre, urging them to accept a
peace treaty. . . . the Tyrians killed Alexander's ambassadors and threw their bodies
from the top of the walls into the sea. Alexander built a 200’ wide mole to get his
troops from the mainland to the island. It was constructed from stones and timber from
the old city of Tyre. (Ezek. 26:12). A seven month siege ended July 332 B.C.
Alexander killed 8,000 and sold 30,000 into slavery. “The once great city is now as
bare as the top of a rock - a place where fishermen dry their nets . . .” (Historian Phillip
Myers).

(3) "Alexander did far more against Tyre than Shalmaneser or Nebuchadnezzar had done.
Not content with crushing her, he took care that she never should revive; for he
founded Alexandria as her substitute, and changed forever the track of the commerce
of the world." (Edward Creasy, Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World, ch. 4).

C. Prophecies About Christ:
1. Luke 24:44 (NKJV) ---- Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you

while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me."

2. There are at least 324 prophecies fulfilled in Christ -
a. The mathematical probability that all could be fulfilled in one person by chance alone has

been calculated as one in 84 times ten to the 123rd power (84 followed by 123 zeroes)
Introduction To Christian Evidences, Ferrell Jenkins,  pp. 87-107

Figure 62 - Daniel 2:7-12
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3. Listed below in each of these charts are the prophecies concerning Jesus while here on earth -
with the fulfillment scriptures placed alongside.   This is just a sampling of the many
prophecies fulfilled during the 33 year life span of our Saviour.  It would do any student well
to study the full range of fulfilled prophecy as this not only will secure one’s faith in Christ
Jesus but will also prove to the good and honest heart the validity of the reliability of the
Scriptures.  For it is impossible for such a work to have stemmed from the minds and hearts
of pure men - Divine origin must be the only source.

D. Genuine divine Bible prophecy 
1. Prophecy is foretelling an event in such detail before it happens so as to necessarily require

divine guidance. 
2. The Bible is a book containing hundreds of detailed prophecies. There are, for example, well

over 60 distinct predictions in regard to our divine Saviour Jesus Christ. 
3. A scientist picked out 48 such prophecies and determined that the probability of one man

randomly fulfilling them all is 1 in 10 to the exponent of 157. That is one followed by 157
zeros! Your chances of winning a typical lottery jackpot is about 1 in 108. (100,000,000) Yet,
Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies!

Concerning his birth Prophesied Fulfilled 

1. Born of the seed of woman Gen 3:15 Gal 4:4 

2. Born of a virgin Isa 7:14 Mt 1:18-25 

3. Seed of Abraham Gen 22:18 Mt 1:1

4. Seed of Isaac Gen 21:12 Lk 3:23+34 

5. Seed of Jacob Num 24:17 Lk 3:34

6. Seed of David Jer 23:5 Lk 3:31

7. Tribe of Judah Gen 49:10 Rev 5:5

8. Family line of Jesse Isa 11:1 Lk 3:32 

9. Born in Bethlehem Mic 5:2 Mt 2:1-6 

10. Herod kills the children Jer 31:15 Mt 2:16-18 

Concerning his nature Prophesied Fulfilled 
11. He pre-existed creation Mic 5:2 1 Pet 1:20 

12. He shall be called Lord Ps 110:1 Acts 2:36 

13. Called Immanuel (God with us) Isa 7:14 Mt 1:22-23

14. Prophet Deut 18:18-19 Acts 3:18-25

15. Priest Ps 110:4 Heb 5:5-6

16. Judge Isa 33:22 Jn 5:22-23

17. King Ps 2:6 Jn 18:33-37

18. Anointed by the Spirit Isa 11:2 Mt 3:16-17 

19. His zeal for God Ps 69:9 Jn 2:15-17 

Concerning his ministry Prophesied Fulfilled 
20. Preceded by a messenger Isa 40:3 Mt 3:1-3 

21. To begin in Galilee Isa 9:1-2 Mt 4:12-17 

22. Ministry of Miracles Isa 35:5-6 Mt 9:35;11:4 

23. Teacher of parables Ps 78:1-4 Mt 13:34-35 

24. He was to enter the temple Mal 3:1 Mt 21:10-12 
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25. Enter Jerusalem on donkey Zech 9:9 Mt 21:1-7 

26. Stone of stumbling to Jews Isa 28:16; Ps 118:22 1 Pet 2:6-8

27. Light to Gentiles Isa 49:6 Acts 13:46-48 

The day Jesus was crucified Prophesied Fulfilled 
28. Betrayed by a friend Ps 41:9 Jn 13:18-27 

29. Sold for 30 pieces of silver Zech 11:12 Mt 26:14-15

30. 30 pieces thrown in Temple Zech 11:13 Mt 27:3-5

31. 30 pieces buys potters field Zech 11:13 Mt 27:6-10

32. Forsaken by His disciples Zech 13:7 Mk 14:27+50 

33. Accused by false witnesses Ps 35:11+20-21 Mt 26:59-61

34. Silent before accusers Isa 53:7 Mt 27:12-14 

35. Wounded and bruised Isa 53:4-6 1 Pet 2:21-25 

36. Beaten and spit upon Isa 50:6 Mt 26:67-68 

37. Mocked Ps 22:6-8 Mt 27:27-31

38. Fell under the cross Ps 109:24-25 Jn 19:17; Lk23:26 

39. Hands and feet pierced Ps 22:16 Jn 20:24-28 

40. Crucified with thieves Isa 53:12 Mt 27:38 

41. Prayed for enemies Isa 53:12 Lk 23:34 

42. Rejected by His own people Isa 53:3 Jn 19:14-15 

43. Hated without cause Ps 69:4 Jn 15:25 

44. Friends stood aloof Ps 38:11 Lk22:54;23:49 

45. People wag their heads Ps 22:7;109:25 Mt 27:39

46. People stared at Him Ps 22:17 Lk 23:35 

47. Cloths divided and gambled for Ps 22:18 Jn 19:23-24

48. Became very thirsty Ps 22:15 Jn 19:28 

49. Gall and vinegar offered Him Ps 69:21 Mt 27:34

50. His forsaken cry Ps 22:1 Mt 27:46 

51. Committed Himself to God Ps 31:5 Lk 23:46 

52. Bones not broken Ps 34:20 Jn 19:32-36 

53. Heart broken Ps 69:20;22:14 Jn 19:34 

54. His side pierced Zech 12:10 Jn 19:34+37 

55. Darkness over the land Amos 8:9 Lk 23:44-45 

56. Buried in rich man's tomb Isa 53:9 Mt 27:57-60 

His Resurrection & Ascension Prophesied Fulfilled 
57. Raised from the dead Ps 16:8-11 Acts 2:24-31 

58. Begotten as Son of God Ps 2:7 Acts 13:32-35 

59. Ascended to God Ps 68:18 Eph 2:8-10 

60. Seated beside God Ps 110:1 Heb 1:3+13 

E. Here is a sample of just 16 prophecies that foretold the crucifixion of Christ. Not only were the
predictions made 1000 years before Christ came from heaven to earth, but they were made over 500 years
before crucifixion was first used anywhere in the world as a form of capital punishment! Crucifixion
didn't exist when the prophecies were made. 
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16 Prophecies That Are Fulfilled In A 24 Hour Span

# Prophesied The Prophecy Fulfilled

1 Zech 11:12
519 BC

Sold For 30 Pieces of Silver
“And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price;
and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty
pieces of silver.” 

Matt 26:14-15

2 Zech 11:13
519 BC

Money Be Cast To The Potter
“And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a
goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the
thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the
house of the LORD.”

Matt 27:3-10

3 Zech 13:7
519 BC

Disciples Would Forsake Him
“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the
man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the
shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn
mine hand upon the little ones.”

Matt 26:56

4 Isa 53.7
690 BC

Be Silent Before His Accusers
“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.”

Matt 27:12-14

5 Isa 53.5
690 BC

Be Wounded and Bruised
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed.”  

Matt 27:12-14

6 Psa 22:16
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

Hands and Feet Be Pierced
“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked
have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.”

Luke 23:33

7 Isa 53:12
690 BC

Be Crucified With Thieves
“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.”

Mk 15:27-28

8 Isa 53:12
690 BC

Would Pray For His Persecutors
“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.”

Luke 23:34

9 Psa 22:7
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

People Shake Heads At The Crucified
“All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the
lip, they shake the head, saying,”

Matt 27:39
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10 Psa 22:7,8
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

People Would Ridicule Him
“All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the
lip, they shake the head, saying,  He trusted on the LORD
that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he
delighted in him.”

Matt 27:41,43

11 Psa 22:17
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

People Would be Astonished
“I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.”

Luke 23:35

12 Psa 22:18
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

Garment Be Parted and Lots Cast
“They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my
vesture.”

John 19:24

13 Psa 22:1
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

Would Cry Out ... “My God, My God....”
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my
roaring?”

Matt 27:46

14 Psa 34:20
Compiled 

450 - 425 BC

His Bones Not Be Broken
“He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.”

John 19:33,36

15 Zech 12:10
519 BC

His Side To be Pierced
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that
is in bitterness for his firstborn.”

John 19:34,37

16 Isa 53:9
690 BC

Be Buried In A Rich Man’s Tomb
“And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was
any deceit in his mouth.”

Matt 27:57-60

F. The chance of fulfilling 8 prophecies is 1 out of 10 .17

1. Folks that is enormous - it would be easier to find a single marked coin from coins scattered across the state

of Texas blindfolded - than it would be to fulfill the biblical prophecies about Christ during one lifetime.

G. Today, the only way Bible scoffers can explain away this astronomical probability is to discredit the prophecies in one

way or another. Their only alternative is to accept that God is the author of the Scriptures. The Bible is a reliable book

of genuine divine prophecy. You can trust it!

H. The evidence of divine prophecy presented here is just a tiny portion of the proofs available to establish the divine

origin of the Bible. Yet, they are more than sufficient to prove the inspiration of the Bible. There will always be men

who scoff at the Bible. You, however, can be confident when you read your Bible that God is the author, for it is

written:

I. "We constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word

of men, but for what it really is, the word of God" (1 Thessalonians 2:13).

III. Conclusion:

A. Does Bible Prophecy Support the Divine Origin of Scripture?

B. The Bible Has Fore-Told:

1. The rise and fall of nations . . . 

2. Jesus the Christ . . .

3. The church - (Dan. 2:44; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2)

4. The New Covenant – (Isa. 2:2-4; Jer. 31:31-34)

5. Christ’s Return!! - (1 Thess 4:16; 2 Pet 3:10-14)
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

                                            Lesson Eight: The Inspiration of the Scriptures - Divine or Human?  
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped

for every good work.” 

Introduction:

A. Facts that are known of the Bible - it is the book of Books (Biblios)

1. 66 different books – 39 In O.T. & 27 In The N.T. 

2. Three Major Dispensations - Patriarchal ; Mosiacal and Christian 

3. Written by forty writers - yet only ONE Author.

4. Written over a span of 1600 years - +- 1500 for the Old Testament and +- 100 years for the New Testament. And spans

a history of 4100 years.

5. Written over a span of 40 generations - on three different continents (Asia, Africa and Europe)

6. Written in Three distinct languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Koine Greek)

7. Yet - one Harmonious thought!  One theme - Christ is coming! - Christ has Come! And Christ is coming again!

B. Could this possibly be the product of mere human origin and inspiration or does this fact prove that the Bible (Basic

Instruction Before Leaving Earth) is of Divine Origin - and thus all scripture is Inspired of God!

1. These are the only two choices - its origin is either Human or Divine!

2. It is either a communication between Deity and Humanity or it is not!

C. In this lesson we will consider whether the concepts of:

1. The Origin of Mankind

2. The Order of the Universe

3. The fact that Religion is found in all civilizations, through out History and time

4. The basis of Ethics and morality

5. The innate desire for individual Identity of man

6. And the desire to know concerning Eschatology (a study of End Times)

7. Can this all be just a product of human intelligence or are the answers to all these questions found in the Bible because

it is of Super Natural (Deity- God) intelligence.

D. What is meant by “Inspiration”?

1. Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) - Inspiration \In`spi*ra"tion\, n.

a. The act of inspiring or breathing in; breath; 

b. (Theol.) A supernatural divine influence on the prophets, apostles, or sacred writers, by which they were qualified

to communicate moral or religious truth with authority; a supernatural influence which qualifies men to receive and

communicate divine truth; also, the truth communicated. 

c. Plenary inspiration (Theol.), Full; entire; complete; absolute; as, a plenary license; plenary authority. That kind of

inspiration which excludes all defect in the utterance of the inspired message.

d. Verbal inspiration (Theol.), that kind of inspiration which extends to the very words and forms of expression of the

divine message.

E. The Scriptures Claim to be Inspired!

1. 2 Tim. 3:15-17 (NKJV)  ---- “and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make

you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, [17] that the man of God may be

complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

2. 2 Peter 1:20-21 (NKJV) ---- “knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, [21] for

prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

F. Major points of Inspiration are as follows;

1. The Scriptures are Confluent - (Dual authorship is involved - God and Humans as vessels - 2 Samuel 23:2

2. The written word of God is designed for man.

3. The word of God is Infallable - John 17:17; Psalm 19:7

4. The Scriptures are Inherent - (without error) - Isaiah 45:19 ; Proverbs 30:5-6

5. The Scriptures are Plenary Inspired - (inspired in whole and not in part)

6. The Scriptures are verbally inspired - Matthew 4:4

7. The scriptures are to serve as a standard of Judgment - John 12:48 ; Acts 17:30-31 ; Romans 2:16

8. All Scripture is authoritative - Hebrews 1:1-2 yet distinct in each dispensation.

9. All Scripture is sufficient - 2 Peter 1:3 ; 2 Timothy 3:15-17

10. All Scripture is Clear - Psalm 119:105 ; Ephesians 3:1-4

11. The Scriptures are powerful - Hebrews 4:12 ; Romans 1:16

12. The Scriptures have a purpose to present Christ - Luke 24:27-44

II. False Theories of Inspiration:
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A. Natural Inspiration - to get an idea by the natural thought process.

1. This eliminates God's involvement.

a. 2 Timothy 3:16; ----“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,”

b. 2 Peter 1:21; ---- “ holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

c. 2 Samuel 23:2; ---- “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue.”

d. Acts 1:16 —“this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David

concerning Judas,”

e. 1 Cor. 14:37 (NKJV) ---- “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things

which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.”

2. And thus must be rejected!

B. Partial Inspiration - some scriptures are inspired and some are not inspired.

1. The problem with this idea is how can we know what parts are and which parts are not without ourselves being

inspired?

a. Note these scriptures: Psalm 119:160 – “The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous

judgments endures forever.”

b. Proverbs 30:5 ---- “ Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.”

c. 2 Timothy 3:16;---- “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,”

d. Matthew 5:18 ---- “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no

means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.” 

2. So this too must be rejected!

C. Mechanical Inspiration - Man was simply a dictation machine.

1. The problem with this idea is that it limits man’s involvement.

a. This denies what is very clearly seen in the Literary styles that do exist.

b. Matthew (Jewish measurements); Mark (Roman); Luke (Greek).

c. The personalities of the writers come through: - Isaiah and Jeremiah. - Matthew and John, Paul & James. Etc.

d. The education of the writers comes through: I John is written in elementary school Greek. - Hebrews has graduate

school vocabulary. 

2. So once again this too must be rejected.

D. Noematical Inspiration - this idea states that men would decide what to say.  That God supplied the thought and man would

express that thought in his own words.

1. The fact is clear that God’s Word is not just an expression of mens words.

a. 1 Cor 2:5 – faith not to be in the wisdom of men.

b. 2 Cor. 4:7 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not

of us.

c. 1 Peter 1:10-12 - Prophets searched their own writings.

d. 2 Peter 1:20,21 - Scripture of “no private interpretation.”

2. God Supplied The Words He Wanted Revealed:

a. Some spoke unintentionally (Num 23:11,12; I Sam 19:20-23).

b. Some spoke what they did not understand – “Balaam’s donkey” (Numbers 22:28).

c. Some spoke in foreign languages they had never understood or learned! (Acts 2)

d. God used the mouths of prophets as His own – Jer. 1:9; Ex. 4:12; Ezek. 3:4,27; Zech. 7:12; 2 Sam. 23:3; Acts

4:24,25

e. The manner, timing and content of the apostles speeches were controlled by the Holy Spirit – Luke 21:14,15; Matt.

10:19,20; Luke 12:11-12; John 16:13

3. So once again this idea must be rejected as well.

III. The fact remains that the Scriptures are Plenary and Verbally Inspired.

A. What is meant by this?

1. Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) - Plenary inspiration (Theol.), Full; entire; complete; absolute; as,

a plenary license; plenary authority. That kind of inspiration which excludes all defect in the utterance of the inspired

message.

2. Verbal inspiration (Theol.), that kind of inspiration which extends to the very words and forms of expression of the

divine message.

B. This means that God has revealed His will to us through words. The Words are vehicles of thought and convey concepts

and We can understand God’s will through accepting the words of Scripture. 

1. Ephesians 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- “how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written

already, [4] by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), [5] which in other

ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and

prophets:”

C. The Very Words Of The Bible Are Inspired By God.

1. John 6:63 (NKJV) ---- “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit,
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and they are life.”

2. 1 Corinthians 2:4,5 ---- “ 4And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but

in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of

God.”

3. 1 Corinthians 2:13 ---- “13These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy

Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

D.  All of God’s Word Is Inspired!

1. John 14:26 (NKJV) ---- “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”

2.  John 16:13 (NKJV) ---- “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will

not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”

E. Irrefutable facts about Inspiration:

1. Verbal (2 Corinthians 2:11-13).

2. Plenary (2 Timothy 3:16; John 16:13).

3. Unbreakable (John 10:35).

4. Smallest letter & Mark Irrevocable (Matthew 5:18).

5. Final Authority (Matthew 4:4; Gal. 1:6-9; Rev. 22:18,19).

6. The grammatical number is inspired (Gal 3:16).

7. Spelling is inspired (Matthew 5:17-18).

8. Words are inspired (Matthew 10:19-20).

9. Tense is inspired (Matthew 22:31,32).

IV. In Conclusion:

A. God has revealed His will to us through words.

B. Words are vehicles of thought and convey concepts.

C. When the Bible writers spoke or wrote, they did so by inspiration; (John 14:26; 16:13; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:21).  

1. God gave them the idea and then selected and chose from their vocabulary the words to be used in making the idea

known.  

2. Both the thought and the words by which the thought was made known are equally inspired. 

3. Thus, every word in every part of the original manuscript is there because The Holy Spirit directed it to be there . . .

D. For us today we must ask the question to we Tremble at the Word of God?

1. Isaiah 66:2 (NKJV) ---- “For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the Lord. "But on

this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.”

2. For God’s Word will judge us in the end!

a. John 12:48 (NKJV) ---- “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word

that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”

E. What is your attitude towards the Word of God - The Bible?

1. 1 Thess. 2:13 (NKJV) ---- “ For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word

of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which

also effectively works in you who believe.”
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Questions on Lesson Eight:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

Lesson Nine : Has The Bible Been Corrupted?

 Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) ---- Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. Memory Verse:

Introduction:

A. There is no doubt in our minds that this is a relevant question to anyone who has ever played the telephone game of

whispering a message in someone’s ear - to have them retell it to the one sitting next to them until the message has come

full-circle - realizes that the message gets corrupted along the way.   In very few circumstances does the message first

stated equal or even sound remotely like the original message first given.

B. To this many point that the message and the text of the Bible must have been corrupted also!

1. "it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of men, had been taken from the Bible, or lost

before it was compiled"  ---- (Teachings of the “Prophet Joseph Smith”, p.10); 

2. "I believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators, careless

transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

p. 327). 

3. Joseph Smith does not stand alone in these sentiments - Islam, Catholics and Protestant writers and believers all

demonstrate that this is a common attitude towards the Scriptures.

C. How can we know that the Bible we have today is the same as it was when it was written? 

1. We have already examine many proofs of evidence which gives a Christian the assurance that the Bible is reliable

so this lesson it meant as a supporting lesson based on the lessons already studied.

II. Errors in the Old Testament Scriptures Due to Copying?

A. The Massoretic Text

1. During the early part of the tenth century (916 A.D.), there was a group of Jews called the Massoretes. These Jews

were meticulous in their copying. The texts they had were all in capital letters, and there was no punctuation or

paragraphs. The Massoretes would copy Isaiah, for example, and when they were through, they would total up the

number of letters. Then they would find the middle letter of the book. If it was not the same, they made a new copy.

All of the present copies of the Hebrew text which come from this period are in remarkable agreement. Comparisons

of the Massoretic text with earlier Latin and Greek versions have also revealed careful copying and little deviation

during the thousand years from 100 B.C. to 900 A.D. But until this century, there was scant material written in

Hebrew from antiquity which could be compared to the Masoretic texts of the tenth century A.D. 

2. (900 A.D.) Earliest complete text of Hebrew OT, reveals very careful copying with little deviation during the

thousand years from 100 B.C. to 900 A.D.

a. The Septuagint version of the OT (200 B.C.) A Greek translation of the OT, done in 200 B.C. by 70 scholars

confirms the accuracy of the copyists who gave us the Masoretic Text

B. The Dead Sea Scrolls

1. Discovered in 1947, containing copies of OT books dating back to 100 B.C. Compared with the "Masoretic Text"

of 900 A.D., they confirm the careful copying of Jewish scribes for over 1000 years! 

a. In 1947, a young Bedouin goat herdsman found some strange clay jars in caves near the valley of the Dead Sea.

Inside the jars were some leather scrolls. The discovery of these "Dead Sea Scrolls" at Qumran has been hailed

as the outstanding archeological discovery of the twentieth century. The scrolls have revealed that a commune

of monastic farmers flourished in the valley from 150 B.C. to 70 A.D. It is believed that when they saw the

Romans invade the land they put their cherished leather scrolls in the jars and hid them in the caves on the cliffs

northwest of the Dead Sea. 

2. The Dead Sea Scrolls include a complete copy of the Book of Isaiah, a fragmented copy of Isaiah, containing much

of Isaiah 38-6, and fragments of almost every book in the Old Testament. The majority of the fragments are from

Isaiah and the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). The books of Samuel, in a

tattered copy, were also found and also two complete chapters of the book of Habakkuk. In addition, there were a

number of nonbiblical scrolls related to the commune found. 

3. These materials are dated around 100 B.C. The significance of the find, and particularly the copy of Isaiah, was

recognized by Merrill F. Unger when he said, "This complete document of Isaiah quite understandably created a

sensation since it was the first major Biblical manuscript of great antiquity ever to be recovered. Interest in it was

especially keen since it antedates by more than a thousand years the oldest Hebrew texts preserved in the Massoretic

tradition."{2} 

4. The supreme value of these Qumran documents lies in the ability of biblical scholars to compare them with the

Massoretic Hebrew texts of the tenth century A.D. If, upon examination, there were little or no textual changes in

those Massoretic texts where comparisons were possible, an assumption could then be made that the Massoretic

Scribes had probably been just as faithful in their copying of the other biblical texts which could not be compared

with the Qumran material. 
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5. What was learned? A comparison of the Qumran manuscript of Isaiah with the Massoretic text revealed them to be

extremely close in accuracy to each other: "A comparison of Isaiah 53 shows that only 17 letters differ from the

Massoretic text. Ten of these are mere differences in spelling (like our "honor" and the English "honour") and

produce no change in the meaning at all. Four more are very minor differences, such as the presence of a conjunction

(and) which are stylistic rather than substantive. The other three letters are the Hebrew word for "light." This word

was added to the text by someone after "they shall see" in verse 11. Out of 166 words in this chapter, only this one

word is really in question, and it does not at all change the meaning of the passage. We are told by biblical scholars

that this is typical of the whole manuscript of Isaiah."{3}  R. Laird Harris, Can I Trust My Bible? (Chicago: Moody

Press, 1963), 124. Ibid., 129-30. 

6. "Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only 17 letters in question. Ten of these letters are simply a matter of

spelling, which does not affect the sense. Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions. The

three remaining letters comprise the word LIGHT, which is added in verse 11 and which does not affect the meaning

greatly. Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX. Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, there is only one word

(three letters) in question after a thousand years of transmission - and this word does not significantly change the

meaning of the passage." (Norman Geisler & William Nix, "A General Introduction to the Bible", Moody Press, Page

263).

C. What we learn from the Massoretic and Dead Sea Scrolls is that over a period of a 1000 years the Scribes (Massoretes

and Talmudist) who had done the copying had taken great care to guard against making errors.

1. The Scribe:

a. The scribe was considered a professional person in antiquity. 

b. No printing presses existed, so people were trained to copy documents. 

c. The task was usually undertaken by a devout Jew. 

d. The Scribes believed they were dealing with the very Word of God and were therefore extremely careful in

copying. They did not just hastily write things down. 

e. The earliest complete copy of the Hebrew Old Testament dates from c. 900 A.D. 

2. Rules for Copying the Text:

a. Every skin must contain a certain number of columns, equal throughout the entire codex. 

b. the length of each column must not extend over less than 48 nor more than 60 lines; and the breadth must consist

of thirty letters.

c. the whole copy must be first-lined; and if three words should be written without a line, it is worthless. 

d. the ink should be black, neither red, green, nor any other color, and be prepared according to a definite recipe,

e. An authentic copy must be the exemplar, from which the transcriber ought not in the least deviate. 

f. No word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from memory, the scribe not having looked at the codex before

him......

g. Between every consonant the space of a hair or thread must intervene; 

h. between every new parashah, or section, the breadth of nine consonants; 

i. between every book, three lines, 

j. The fifth book of Moses must terminate exactly with a line; but the rest need not do so.

k. besides this, the copyist must be in full Jewish dress,

l. wash his whole body,

m. not begin to write the name of God with a pen newly dipped in ink, 

n. and should a king address him while writing that name he must take no notice of him.*

(1) From the above rules and regulations, it is certain that the text, which we have today, is the true Hebrew Text

of the Old Testament.  *Samuel Davidson, The Hebrew Text of the Old Testament, p. 89.

D. Minute statistics were kept by the Massoretes & Talmudist to guard against errors: 

1. In the Hebrew Bible at Leviticus 8:8, the margin has a reference that this verse is the middle verse of the Torah. 

2. According to the note at Leviticus 10:16 the word darash is the middle word in the Torah, and at 11:42 we are assured

that the waw in a Hebrew word there is the middle letter.

3. At the end of each book are statistics as: the total number of verses in Deuteronomy is 955, the total in the entire

Torah is 5,845; the total number of words is 97, 856, and the total number of letters is 400,945.

E. The assurance of the accuracy of the text is summed up in this quotation:

1. "We can now be sure that copyists worked with great care and accuracy on the Old Testament, even back to 225

B.C....Indeed,  it would be rash skepticism that would now deny that we have our Old Testament in a form very close

to that used by Ezra when he taught the word of the Lord to those who had returned from the Babylonian captivity." 

R. Laird Harris, Can I Trust My Bible?(Chicago: Moody Press, 1963), 124. 

III. In Looking at the New Testament Text how does this compare to the other books of Antiquity?

A. There are over 5,300 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament available to us today. (643 of the Iliad by Homer)

B. The Manuscript Evidence:

1. John Rylands - dated 125-130 AD in Egypt - contains John 18:31-33 and 37

2. The Bodmer Papyrus - dated 150 - 200 AD - contains Most of the first 14 chapters of John

3. Chester Beaty Papyri - dated 200 AD - contains major portions of the New Testament; Matthew-Acts, Epistles of Paul
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to churches, Hebrews, Revelation

4. Codex Vaticanus and Codex Siniaticus 

a. These are two excellent parchment copies of the entire New Testament which date from the 4th century (325-450

A.D.).{5} 

(1) Vaticanus - 325-350 AD - Most of the N.T. through Hebrews

(2) Sinaiticus - 400 AD - Entire N.T. & large portions of Greek O.T.

b. Older Papyrii 

(1) Earlier still, fragments and papyrus copies of portions of the New Testament date from 100 to 200 years

(180-225 A.D.) before Vaticanus and Sinaticus. The outstanding ones are the Chester Beatty Papyrus (P45,

P46, P47) and the Bodmer Papyrus II, XIV, XV (P46, P75). 

(2) From these five manuscripts alone, we can construct all of Luke, John, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians,

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, and portions of Matthew,

Mark, Acts, and Revelation. Only the Pastoral Epistles (Titus, 1 and 2 Timothy) and the General Epistles

(James, 1 and 2 Peter, and 1, 2, and 3 John) and Philemon are excluded.{6} 

c. Oldest Fragment 

(1) Perhaps the earliest piece of Scripture surviving is a fragment of a papyrus codex containing John 18:31-33

and 37. It is called the Rylands Papyrus (P52) and dates from 130 A.D., having been found in Egypt. The

Rylands Papyrus has forced the critics to place the fourth gospel back into the first century, abandoning their

earlier assertion that it could not have been written then by the Apostle John.{7} 

(2) This manuscript evidence creates a bridge of extant (complete) papyrus and parchment fragments and copies

of the New Testament stretching back to almost the end of the first century. 

C. The New Testament is the best attested book of all antiquity by far!

1. The following chart comes from “Evidence that Demands a Verdict” pg 42

2.  

3. Sir Frederic G. Kenyon,  ---- (The Bible and Archaeology, former director and principal librarian of the British

Museum, stated about the New Testament), 

a. "The interval, then, between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small

as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us

substantially as they were written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the

books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established."

D. Beside the Greek manuscripts the Christian must understand that there are:

1. Over 2,200 Lectionaries (Books used in worship that cite the Bible).

2. Ancient Versions – 9,000 manuscripts

3. Church "Fathers" – ca. 36,000 citations – scholars say that all but four verses of the entire New Testament text could

be reconstructed from the citations of the early Church Fathers alone! 
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4. How Does one account for the Variations that Exist?

E. The vast majority are very minor (spelling, differences in phraseology, etc.; modern  translations often note the differences

in footnotes)

F. Only 1/2 of one percent is in question (compared to 5 percent for the Iliad by Homer with only 643 manuscripts) 

G. It can be stated:  "No fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith rests on a disputed reading...It cannot be too strongly

asserted that in substance the text of the Bible is certain: especially is this the case with the New Testament." - Sir

Frederick Kenyon (authority in the field of New Testament textual criticism) 

H. B. F. Westcott and F.J.A. Hort: ---- “It is not superfluous therefore to state explicitly that the bulk of the words of the New

Testament stand out above all discriminative process of criticism, because they are free from variation, and need only to

be transcribed . . . If comparative trivialities such as changes of order, the insertion or omission of the article with proper

names, and the like are set aside, the works in our opinion still subject to doubt can hardly mount to more than a

thousandth part of the whole New Testament."

I. Neil Lightfoot: ---- “The variant readings in the manuscripts are not of such a nature that they threaten to overthrow our

faith. Except for a few instances, we have an unquestioned text; and even then, not one principle of faith or command of

the Lord is involved.

J. John A. Smith: ---- (The Inspiration & Authority of The Bible - Truth Lectures 2005; pg 331)

1. “Amazingly there are only four passages in the New Testament that are seriously challenged. They are John 7:53-

8:11; 1 John 5:7; Mark 16:9-20; & Acts 8:37. Even if these passages were dismissed as spurious, not one significant

matter of faith would be disrupted. What is taught in these disputed passages is repeated in other passages that are

beyond doubt. Not one contradictory notion is presented in any of these disputed passages. I find that amazing and

faith building.”

IV. In Conclusion:

A. Just as one looks at a puzzle - as more pieces are put into place the picture becomes much clearer even if some of the

pieces are missing it can clearly be seen what it is - however if you are missing large portions of a puzzle and much of the

picture can’t be recognized it becomes near impossible to make out what it ought to be.

B. As we look at the Scriptures we have to ask ourselves what part of the Puzzle is missing?

1. We have so many manuscripts - however the more we find the Greater the Confidence we have but it can be said for

sure that the Christian stands on a firm foundation when it comes to the Bible they hold in their hands.

C. Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) ---- Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. (cf. Mark 13:31;

Luke 21:33)

D. The Anvil? - GOD’S WORD

Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime:

Then looking in, I saw upon the floor

Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.

"How many anvils have you had," said I,

"To wear and batter all these hammers so?"

"Just one," said he, and then, with twinkling eye,

"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."

A nd so, thought I, the anvil of God's word,

For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,

The anvil is unharmed . . . the hammer's gone.  Author unknown
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Questions on Lesson Nine:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

                           Lesson Ten: What About All Those Errors and Contradictions? - Textual Criticism

  Romans 3:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written:M emory Verse:

“That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged.” 

Introduction:

A. For any Christian to deny that there are variants in the text and in the manuscripts of old is to be dishonest and nieve to

think that any student of history of the transmission of the text would not have already know this fact.

1. The Christian must recognize not to argue against the facts - for when this is done the credibility of one is brought

into question.

2. Here is a fact that can not be denied - 200,000 variants are known to exist as one studies textual criticism of the

Scriptures covering the 34,000 copies that we have available to us today.

a. How one chooses to answer this fact will determine his/her honesty and integrity.

3. It must be noted that there are two distinct methods of Textual Criticism:

a. Higher Criticism - which devotes itself to subjects such as the study authorship, dating of composition, and

historical value of any given documents.

b. Lower Criticism - concerns itself with only the forms of words - the text.

B. As pertaining to the charges that the Bible has Contradictions in it one must be mindful of the accusations leveled against

the Word of God.

1. “What is incredible about the Bible is not its divine authorship; it's that such a concoction of contradictory nonsense

could be believed by anyone to have been written by an omniscient god. To do so, one would first have to not read

the book, which is the practice of most Christians; or, if one does read it, dump in the trash can one's rational

intelligence -- to become a fool for god, in other words.” http://www.atheists.org/christianity/contradictions.html

2. Does it matter if the Bible contradicts itself?

a. If the Bible contradicts itself – then either God is a being that contradicts Himself – Or - the Bible is NOT the

inspired word of God – 2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

b. These are the only alternatives.

3. What is a contradiction?

a. By Definition - con·tra·dic·tion  - Pronunciation: "kän-tra-dik-shin - Function: noun

(1) act or an instance of contradicting

(2) a proposition, statement, or phrase that asserts or implies both the truth and falsity of something 

(a) a statement or phrase whose parts contradict each other <a round square is a contradiction in terms>

(3) logical incongruity 

(a) a situation in which inherent factors, actions, or propositions are inconsistent or contrary to one another 

b. If even one explanation came be given for the alleged contradiction then the argument is nullified.

4. There are at least four different “alleged” types of contradictions found within the scriptures. These are the different

forms which alleged Bible contradictions appear in...

a. TEXT vs TEXT.

(1) The critic sets two or more verses against one another...

(2) Verses are often taken out of context or misinterpreted...

b. TEXT vs SCIENCE.

(1) The critic sets a supposed scientific fact against a Bible verse...

(2) Not all “scientific facts” are factual! Misuse & misunderstanding...

c. TEXT vs LOGIC.

(1) The critic sets a common human logic against a Bible verse...

(2) Human logic is not always so logical...

d. TEXT vs COPYIST ERRORS. 

(1) The critic sets a Bible verse against another, wherein an obvious copying error has occurred. 

(2) It is fully admitted that the absolute correctness of copies of copies and translations cannot be wholly

substantiated. 

(3) However, the myriad of evidence which stands as support of such is amazing! (Textual Criticism)

II. TEXT vrs TEXT “alleged” Contradictions

A. According to the American Atheist Website - these are the Text to Text “alleged” contradictions found in the Bible that

indicate different messages to the reader:

1. On The Sabbath Day – 

2. On The Permanency Of The Earth – 

3. On Seeing God –

4. On Human Sacrifice -
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5. On The Power Of God 

6. On Dealing With Personal Injury – 

7. On Circumcision -

8. On Incest

9. On Trusting God

10. On The Holy Life-Style

11. On Punishing Crime

12. On Temptation

13. On Family Relationships

14. On Resurrection Of The Dead

15. On The End Of The World  ---- from the website www.atheist.org

B. On the website : www.skepticsannotatedbible.com/contra/by_name.html these text to text “alleged” contradictions are

found in the Bible.

1. Contradiction? Was Methuselah’s father Mehujael (Gen 4:18) or Enoch (Gen 5:21)?

a. Solution! These are two distinct genealogies, Cain’s (Gen.4) and Seth’s (Gen.5). Additionally, Gen.4:18 speaks

of Methushael, Gen.5:21 speaks of Methuselah. The Names are not the same. 

2. Contradiction? How many years of famine, 7 (2 Sam 24:13) or 3 (1 Chr 21:11)?

a. Solution! 3 years had passed (2 Sam 21:1), plus the current year, plus 3 to come = 7.

3. Contradiction? How long was Israel in Egypt, 400 (Gen 15:13) or 430 (Gal 3:17; Ex 12:40) years?

a. Solution! Neither! Paul’s 430 years are from the promise to Abraham until the Israelites came to Sinai. Ex 12:40

merely sums the years which Israel sojourned. It must be falsely assumed that all was spent in Egypt.

(1) Abraham was 75 when the promise was made (Gen 12:3-4). Therefore...

(a) 25 (from promise to Isaac’s birth, 21:5)

(b) + 60 (from Isaac’s birth to Jacob’s birth, 25:26)

(c) +130 (age of Jacob entering Egypt, 47:9)

(d) =215 (years from promise to Egyptian entrance)

(e) +215 (years spent in Egypt)

(f) =430 (total reported by Moses and Paul)

(2) Abraham heard of 400 years of affliction. What accounts for the difference of 30 years?

(a) 215 (years spent in Egypt)

(b) +130 (years of Jacob’s wanderings, 47:9)

(c) + 55 (years from Isaac’s weaning, 21:8)

(d) =400 (total affliction reported by God, 15:13)

i) The affliction of which God spoke began 30 years after the promises were made, when young Isaac

was the focus of Ishmael’s affliction. He and his family would continue to be sojourners and

afflicted by various nations, ending with Egypt.

ii) Information taken from a lesson by William Stewart, Thursday August 19  2004th

4. Was Abraham justified by faith or works? 

a. Romans 4:2 ---- For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory ; James 2:21 ---- Was not

Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 

b. Solution Response: 

(1) In Genesis 15:6, Moses says Abraham "...believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for

righteousness." 

(a) Paul quotes this in Romans 4, stating that Abraham was not justified by works. 

(b) Again, Paul uses the text in Galatians 3, saying the sons of Abraham are justified by faith, not works

of the law (of Moses). 

(2) The text is quoted a third time in James 2. 

(a) There, James affirms that "...a man is justified by works, and not by faith only." (2:24). 

(3) Do the writers contradict? Not at all. 

(a) James and Paul look at justification from different perspectives. 

(b) James does not say "works only". 

(c) Paul does not say "faith only". 

(d) Paul focuses on Abraham's faith. 

(e) James focuses on the works which accompanied and perfected Abraham's faith. 

(f) Would Abraham have been justified had he not left Ur of the Chaldees, or not offered Isaac on the

altar? 

i) A ll  sub seq uent  R esp onse s  a n d  O b se rv a t io n s  can  b e  lo ca ted  o n  -

http://www.lookinguntojesus.net/answering.htm

5. How long was the ark of the covenant at Abinadab's house? 

a. 1 Sam.7:1-2 says that the ark of the covenant was brought to Abinadab's house and that it stayed there for 20

years. This was before Saul was made king (1 Sam.10:24). Or  according to 2 Sam.6:2-3, David removed the ark

from Abinadab's house. And Acts 13:21 says that Saul (David's predecessor) was king for 40 years. So the ark
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must have been at Abinadab's house for more than 40 years. 

b. Solution Response:

(1) The 20 years mentioned by the writer is not the total time the ark spent in the house of Abinadab, but the

time of Israel's lamenting after the Lord following the return of the ark. 

(a) After the 20 years, Samuel spoke to all the children of Israel, calling them back to the Lord.

(2) The next time the ark is mentioned, is in 1 Samuel 14:18 (although the Septuagint states this was the ephod,

not the ark). 

(a) From that time on, there is no mention of the ark, until 2 Samuel 6, when David sought to bring the ark

from the house of Abinadab.

(3) There is no contradiction here.

6. Should we fear or not? Jesus said we should not in Luke 12:32, but Solomon said that we should fear God in

Ecclesiastes 12:13. Is there a contradiction?

a. Solution Response: Solomon is certainly not the only one to reveal that man should fear God. 

(1) There are several occasions in the Bible men are commanded to fear God. Joseph identified himself as one

who feared the Lord (Genesis 42:18), Moses revealed in the Old Testament law that man ought to fear God

(Deuteronomy 6:2; 10:12), Joshua charged the people of Israel to fear God (Joshua 24:14), as did Samuel

(1 Samuel 12:14). 

(2) In fact, Jesus Himself, earlier in the context of Luke 12 revealed that man should fear God. Hear His words:

And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more than

they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear: fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast

into hell; yes I say to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:4-5)

b. If Solomon, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and even Jesus tell us that we should fear God, why does the Lord

then say, "Do not fear?"

(1) The question is, "do not fear" what? 

(2) Is He saying do not fear God? No. 

(a) Beginning at Luke 12:22, and going through to Luke 12:40, Jesus taught that we should not be filled

with fear about the concerns and issues of this life; He distinguishes the temporal from the eternal (just

as He did in Luke 12:4-7). 

(b) It is not God whom He says do not fear, but rather the people or circumstances of life which may bring

harm to us. God is watchful, and it is God's intent to give us the eternal kingdom, if we will fear Him

and keep His commandments.

c. There is no contradiction.

7. I would strongly recommend the website of brother William Stewart for more alleged contradictions of the Bible.

III. TEXT vs SCIENCE

A. Contradiction? A bat is not a bird! (Lev 11:13-19; Deut 14:11-18)

1. Solution! The listing of a bat (a mammal) among birds is accommodative. Birds have wings and fly. Bats have wings

and fly. 

2. A simple observation of a bat might lead one to conclude it to be a bird. 

3. The Bible elsewhere uses accommodative languages, as do we in daily life. 

4. The sun neither rises nor sets, but it is commonly spoken of in this accommodative way (Num 21:11; Lk 4:40).

B. Contradiction? Rabbits do not chew the cud (Lev 11:6).

1. Solution! Lexicons use the word “uncertain” to speak of this Hebrew word. 

2. It is possibly an extinct animal of which we have no knowledge. 

3. But if we accept the translation “hare”, no problem exists. 

a. The hare does not have a multi-chambered stomach, nor do they regurgitate food, but do perform a similar

function named cecotropy. 

b. Rabbits eat their own feces, re-digesting it to absorb nutrients. 

c. The only difference how the food re-enters the mouth, but the end result is the same. 

d. This again would be another case of accommodative language, as through casual observation of the hare, one

is likely to conclude that it does indeed chew the cud.

C. Contradiction? Insects don’t have 4 feet! (Lev 11:21-23).

1. Solution! It is an assumption that the “...flying creeping things...” must refer to insects. 

a. The Hebrew word translated “flying” is also translated “foul” (v 13, 20). 

b. The context is not specifically insects, but flying creatures (birds, bats, insects). 

c. Bats fit the description of v 20. 

d. In v 21-23, give an exception to v 20, the locust, cricket and grasshopper were not an abomination. 

e. Incidentally, these sport 4 common legs which are above the 2 large jumping legs.

D. Contradiction? There’s an error in the dimensions of the Sea of cast bronze. The stated rim to rim measurement is 10

cubits, while the circumference is stated as 30 cubits. The circumference should be 31.416 cubits (10xPi). (1 Kg 7:23)

1. Solution! A cubit is not an absolute measurement. 

a. A cubit is the distance from the elbow to the tip of the finger. 
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b. With the use of such a rough measurement, surely using round numbers makes sense.

E. The Bible is not a science book, yet it is scientifically accurate. We are not aware of any scientific evidence that

contradicts the Bible.

1. The Biblical statements are all consistent with:

a.  Paleontology

b. Astronomy

c. Meteorology

d. Biology

e. Anthropology

f. Hydrology

g. Geology

h. Physics

IV. TEXT vs LOGIC.

A. Contradiction? Why didn’t Adam die the day he ate the fruit? (Gen 2:17; 3:6; 5:5)

1. Solution! Man is a duel-natured being (spiritual and physical). 

a. Adam did not die physically on that day, but he did die spiritually on the day he took of the fruit, just as God said

it would happen. Sin brings forth spiritual death (Ro 3:23; James 1:15).

b. Physical death came into the human race at that same occasion (Gen 3:19), but did not occur on that day.

B. Contradiction? Believers are not to worry about providing for family (Lk 14:26, 33; 18:29-30), but are also commanded

to provide for family (1 Ti 5:8).

1. Solution! Jesus is not telling believers not to provide for their families. 

2. The point of the text is that we should love the Lord more than anything else. 

3. It does not tell saints that they have no responsibility to care for loved ones. 

4. The latter text indicates the importance the Lord places upon our responsibility to care for our families.

C. 3. Contradiction? God forbids killing (Ex 20:13), and yet commands it (Ex 32:27).

1. Solution! God does not forbid killing, He forbids murder. Not all killing is murder.

a. Ex 32 is the record of God’s judgment upon Israel for their idolatry. 

b. God did not violate His own law, but rather upheld it (see Ex 20:4-5).

D. Contradiction? We’re told that God is “spirit” (Jn 4:24), and yet we read of His feet (Ps 18:9), arms (Jer 27:5), wings (Ps

36:7), hands (Job 27:11), eyes (Deut 8:3), mouth (Isa 1:20), ears (2 Chr 6:40), nostrils (Ex 15:8) and legs (Gen 3:8).

1. Solution! Since we are told that God does not have flesh and bones (Jn 4:24; cf. Lk 24:39), then it should be

understood that God does not literally have the body parts listed above. 

a. When we read of the Lord’s arms, wings, or hands, the writer is often conveying the care and love which God

has for us, as a parent would hold his child or a bird would cuddle her young in her wings. 

b. The mouth of the Lord should bring to mind His word, and the ears of the Lord, His willingness to hear our

petitions. 

c. In each case, the Bible writers use physical descriptions to convey to us the actions and works of God.

E. Other areas that one may come across:

1. Abraham is told to offer his son as a burnt offering – Gen 22:2 

a. Isn’t this contradictory to the stated nature of God? (cf. Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5; Deut. 12:31; 18:10; James 1:13).

b. Jephthah’s offering his daughter as a human sacrifice – Judges 11:34-40.

c. The sacrifice of Christ & resurrection  - (1 Cor. 1:18-25; 3:19)

V. TEXT vs COPYIST ERRORS. - Textual Criticism

A. Contradiction? Who was the father of Salah? (Gen 10:24; 11:12; Lk 3:35-36)

1. Solution! TSK comments, “This Cainan is not found in the Hebrew, text of any of the genealogies, but only in the

Septuagint; from which, probably, the evangelist transcribed the register, as sufficiently exact for his purpose...” In

OT times, genealogies were paramount, but in NT times, Paul warns of the folly in disputing about such (1 Ti 1:4;

Tit 3:9).

2.  Arphaxad - Masoretic Text, Vulgate, and Targum; Cainan, - 

a. Septuagint reads Arphaxad begot Cainan, and Cainan begot Salah 

b. Perhaps someone followed the Sept. when copying Luke’s account thinking that the copyist before him left it

out. Perhaps Cainan was lost and the Sept. & Luke are correct.

c. Why would Luke not correct the inconsistency between what he wrote and what was recorded in the Hebrew

scrolls? 

d. Since the Septuagint was commonly used, rather than undo a scribal error and cause foolish disputes, Luke left

well enough alone. Luke’s purpose in giving a genealogy was to link Jesus of Nazareth to Adam, not to stir

contention over who the father of Salah was.

B. Contradiction? Who prophesied about the potter’s field, Jeremiah (Mt 27:9-10) or Zechariah (Zech 11:12-13)?

1. Solution! According to Jewish writers, Jeremiah was the first prophet appearing in the Book of the Prophets, and it
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is perhaps on that basis Jeremiah’s name was given to refer to the whole. 

a. Some have suggested the words were spoken by both prophets, but only written by Zechariah. 

b. Perhaps a transcribers’ error has occurred. 

c. Barnes notes, “...it is observed that this might be done by the change of only a single letter. It was often the

custom to abridge words in writing them, thus, instead of writing the name Jeremiah in full, it would be written

in Greek Iriou. So Zechariah would be written Zriou. By the mere change of Z to I, therefore, the mistake might

easily be made.” 

d. Some have supposed that Matthew did not include the name of the prophet, but was added by some subsequent

copyist. 

e. Some manuscripts exist where the name of the prophet does not appear. 

f. It is noteworthy that Matthew does frequently omit the name of prophets he quotes (see 1:22; 2:5, 15; 13:35;

21:4).

C. Contradiction? How many horsemen did David capture, 7,000 (1 Chr 18:4) or 1,700 (2 Sam 8:4)?

1. Solution! It would seem that the number of horsemen seized is in dispute due to a copyist error. 

a. It is noteworthy that these texts agree in the Septuagint (7,000).

D. Contradiction? Did David eat the consecrated bread in the time of Abithar (Mk 2:25-26) or in the time of Ahimelech (1

Sam 21:1-6)?

1. Solution! Abiathar was the son of Ahimelech, and was to become high priest after him. 

a. Abiathar was contemporary with David, and no doubt in Jewish thought, was inseparably associated with David,

having been with him throughout the calamities of his life, leading to and through his reign. 

b. It is noteworthy that some English translations do not include the word “high”, as it does not appear in some

manuscripts. 

c. Thus, Abiathar would correctly be referred to as “the priest”.

E. How many men did the chief of David's captains kill? Was it 800 (2 Samuel 23:8) or 300 (1 Chronicles 11:11)?

1. 2 Sam. 23:8

a. 800 - Following Masoretic Text and Targum;

b. 300 - Septuagint and Vulgate.

2. The difference may be due to a scribal error in copying Chronicles for the Hebrew numerical symbols 300 and 800

look much alike. 

VI. Conclusion:

A. Brother William Steward’s conclusion to his lesson holds true even today:

1. Alleged text vs text contradictions customarily rely upon avoidance of one or both contexts...

2. Alleged text vs science contradictions generally point out areas where the Scripture has been generic or

accommodative in nature (which is an accepted manner in which to speak among humanity)...

3. Alleged text vs logic contradictions rely upon faulty human reasoning, devoid of understanding the ways and actions

of God...

4. The only form of Bible contradiction which I have found to be substantiated are cases where it appears a copyist error

has occurred. 

a. However, if the best the critic can do is point to errors about numbers of horsemen and genealogies, his case is

futile!!

5. God’s word, in the original autographs, being wholly inspired, was free of contradiction. 

a. It is admitted that minor errors can and have crept in through the process of copying and translating, but nothing

so severe as to discount the validity of the Scripture...

B. Though many may rail against the Scriptures as been untrustworthy and unreliable because of contradictions, the Christian

can with great confidence and boldness stand to answer the accusations of ungodly and unrighteous men.

a. With many who make these accusations the very thought of having to be accountable to a higher power than

themselves is detestable.
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Questions on Lesson Ten:
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Lesson Series: The Trustworthiness Of The Scriptures

                         Lesson Eleven: “The Word of the Lord Endures Forever”
(The Indestructibleness of Scripture) - by William Stewart

 “...having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God whichMemory Verse:

lives and abides forever, because ‘All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flowers of the grass. The grass
withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the LORD endures forever. Now this is the word which by the gospel
was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:23-25, NKJV).

Introduction:
A. “...having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives

and abides forever, because ‘All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flowers of the grass. The
grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the LORD endures forever. Now this is the word
which by the gospel was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:23-25, NKJV).
1. The Bible is the oldest book the world has. It antedates the Chinese bible. It has come down to us through

the ages. Its enemies have sought to destroy it. Its pages are stained with the blood of martyrs. Empires,
kingdoms and states have crumbled around it. How do you account for the Bible surviving the wreck of
time? The answer is that God is with it and in it. (A.G. Freed, Gospel Preceptor, January 2003, “The
Indestructible Bible”)

B. Through the ages, the Bible has survived a host of attacks by determined enemies and self-proclaimed friends.
1. Strikes have come from rulers and writers, theists and atheists; all intent on the destruction of God’s word

and those who would promote it...
C. God’s clear declaration in the pages of Scripture is “the word of the LORD endures forever.” (1 Pe 1:25; Isa

40:8; Mt 24:35).
D. The proof of the indestructible nature of the Bible is twofold:

1. The topics visited herein corroborate the Bible’s claim of indestructibility. We have considered the
inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible. We have studied about the prophetic and historical accuracy of the
Bible. We have witnessed the preservation of the Bible text, confirmed through archaeological evidence...

2. Though it has been the object of severe onslaughts, intent on exterminating the Bible, it is still here!

II. In the Days of the Kings of Judah.
A. The generations before Josiah: Two wicked kings (Manasseh & Amon, 2 Chr 33:1-2, 21-22) reigned in Judah,

before a young Josiah rose to the throne. Josiah purged the land of idols (34:2-3), and initiated repairs at the
house of God (v 8). 
1. Whether intentional or through neglect, God’s people had set aside His law – to the extent that it had been

a lost book! (v 18-21).
B. Josiah’s son, Eliakim:

1. Eliakim (aka, Jehoiakim) reigned after Josiah’s death; a puppet for the Pharaoh...
2. A prophecy of Jeremiah against Judah was recorded and reported (Jer 36:1-4).
3. The people proclaimed a fast (v 8-9); the princes sought to inform the king (v 11-19).
4. Jehoiakim, having heard the prophecy cut the scroll and burned it (v 20-24).
5. He sought to destroy the word of the Lord, but failed (v 27-32).

III. Under Greek and Roman Rule.
A. Antiochus IV, a Seleucidian ruler over the Jews from 175-164 BC:

1. Called self “Epiphanes” (chosen of God); rabbinical sources titled him “the wicked”...
2. Among his evil actions, we find, “...any scrolls of the law which they found they tore up and burnt.

Whoever was found with a scroll of the covenant, and whoever observed the law, was condemned to death
by royal decree.” (1 Maccabees 21:56-57).

3. “...if there were any sacred book of the law found, it was destroyed, and those with whom they were found
miserably perished also.” (Josephus, Antiquities, 12:5:4).

B. Valerius Diocletian, Roman emperor from 284-305 AD:
1. Edict # 1, 298 AD – all soldiers and administrators were ordered to make sacrifices to the gods. Any who

refused were immediately dismissed.
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2. Edict # 2, 303 AD – all churches and copies of the Scriptures within the empire were to be destroyed.
3. Edict # 3, 303 AD – all Christian “clergy” were to be thrown in prison, only to be released after having

made sacrifice to the Roman gods.
4. Edict # 4, 304 AD – All Christians were ordered to sacrifice to the Roman gods. Anyone who refused

would be executed.
a. Over a burnt copy of the Scriptures, Diocletian had a monument established with these words,

“EXTINCTO NOMINE CHRISTIANORUM”, translated, “The name of the Christians is
extinguished.’

C. The next emperor, Constantine (306-337AD), ended the persecutions, granting legal rights and protection to
the Christians, restoring to them their meeting places, and printing 50 copies of the Scriptures at government
expense. (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, VII).
1. Perceiving long ago that religious liberty ought not to be denied... we had given order that every man,

Christians as well as others, should preserve the faith of his own sect and religion. – Decree issued by
Constantine, recorded in (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History X)

IV. The Roman Catholic Church (abbrev. R.C.C.).
A. As the R.C.C. began to take shape and gain power, it emerged as a formidable foe...
B. Jerome translated the Bible to Latin (382-405 AD). By 500 AD, it is estimated that the Bible had been

translated into over 500 languages, but by 600 AD, it had become restricted to one – the Latin Vulgate.
1. At the time of it’s creation, Jerome’s translation was titled, ‘versio vulgata’ (the common translation), but

shortly thereafter, Latin was not the common language of the people. 
a. Upon learning Greek and reading the Gospels in Greek, Oxford professor Thomas Linacre (1490s)

stated, “Either this (the original Greek) is not the Gospel... or we are not Christians.” The Latin had
become so corrupt that it no longer preserved the message of the Gospel.

C. The Bible became a book for the priests only (who were educated in Latin). The average person was not
permitted to possess a Bible. Those caught, were punished.

D. This wicked suppression of Scripture continued through the Dark Ages (500-800) and Medieval Age (800-
1500), though the whole period might be fitly named “Dark”. The general populace dwelt in darkness with
regard to God’s word. The good news, predominantly was confiscated, exploited and polluted for political
and financial gain.
1. But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men;

for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. (Matthew 23:13) Woe
to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those
who were entering in you hindered. (Luke 11:52)

E. In Italy, it was still illegal to own a Bible until 1870!!

V. Other Attacks On the Scripture.
A. Great persecution was faced by men such as John Wycliffe and William Tyndale, who endeavoured to bring

the Bible in the English language to the masses. Though Wycliffe (1320-1384) died of natural causes, he
suffered much affliction at the hands of his peers, and was officially declared a heretic, and his writings and
person were to be burned, albeit, 30 years after his death.

B. Tyndale’s New Testament was printed and distributed in 1526. Both Tyndale and countless copies of his
English translation were burned (1536). Three years later, King Henry VIII commissioned the publication and
distribution of the “Great Bible”, a conglomeration of work by Tyndale, John Rogers and Myles Coverdale. 

C. Sixteen years later (1555), Rogers and many others were burned at the stake by the Queen (“bloody” Mary).
However, her reign was short, and Elizabeth thereafter permitted the distribution of English Bibles.

D. Voltaire (1694-1778), a French philosopher and staunch opponent of the Bible claimed, “One hundred years
from my day, there will not be a Bible on the earth except one that is looked upon by an antiquarian curiosity-
seeker.” 
1. Fifty years after his death, his own printing press and house were used by the Geneva Bible Society to

produce and store Bibles. One hundred years from his prediction, his work was selling for $0.11 in
France, while the British government paid $500,000 to the Czar of Russia for an ancient manuscript.

VI. In Our Modern Day.
A. The same enemies (critics, governments, religious leaders) pursue the same agenda. But they will suffer the

same defeat, for “...the word of the Lord endures forever.”
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B. Some “new” enemies (rather more pronounced than before) have taken to the devil’s task...
1. Private Interpretations:

a. Revelation of Scripture was not subjective (1 Pe 1:19-21).
b. Neither is the understanding of Scripture according to individual impulse. Truth is objective,

consistent, and exclusive (Jn 8:32; 17:17).
c. Those who resort to a “my verses” / “your verses”, approach have become cohorts of Satan and

enemies of the Bible.
d. We must defend God’s word (Jude 3), not some system of doctrine (Calvinism, Armstrongism,

Russellism, Campbellism).
2. Religious Tolerance:

a. Tolerance is a prime issue in today’s religious world. We are encouraged to tolerate conflicting
beliefs, additions and subtractions, sectarianism, and sin!!

b. Jesus did not tolerate false teachings (Mt 5:19-20; 15:1-9; Mt 7:13-14).
c. The Bible demands unity in doctrine and practice (1 Cor 1:10; Eph 4:1-6), not diversity.

3. Critics Galore:
a. Criticism of the Bible is nothing new. In the 2nd , 3rd & 4th centuries, Celsus, Porphyry, and Julian

all wrote books attacking the Bible. In the 18th & 19  centuries, Thomas Paine and Robert Ingersoll,th

along with Voltaire, all railed against the Bible.
b. Critics abound today, both those who are outright against Christianity and those who curiously claim

to be Christian. The word of the latter can be as damaging, if not more so, than the former to the faith
of those who believe in God and the Bible.

4. Governmental Policy:
a. Governments in bygone centuries attacked the Scripture and its followers (i.e. Romans, Roman

Catholicism, Islamic rule, Communist countries, etc.). There is a new wave!!
b. Changes in law (ie. homosexual marriage & hate crime legislation) stand as a new threat against the

freedom to proclaim God’s word.
c. As Christians of the past stood for what was right, placing hope in God’s promises, we must do so

today! 
(1) A preacher several years ago divulged to me his crooked ways by slyly commenting that he could

easily demonstrate that 2+2=5. How? If you round 2.49 to the nearest whole number, you have
2. However, if you add 2.49+2.49, then round to the nearest whole number, you have 5.
Therefore, he concluded, 2+2 can equal 5. Like his mathematics, this man was willing to round
things off in God’s word, so as to teach what will tickle the ears of men rather than glorify the
God of heaven (2 Ti 4:2-4).

VII. Conclusion
A. Blatant disregard will destroy the one who fails to heed, not the Word itself. 

1. Severe persecution did not lay it to rest, but emboldened those of faithful heart. 
2. Tenacious control did not finish the Holy Book, but kindled man’s thirst for it. 
3. The critic’s witty pen and tongue have left no scratch on the Scriptures, but they fall and meet the destiny

of all such unbelievers.
B. Indeed, “...the word of the Lord endures forever.” 
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