


Does Historical & 
Archaeological 

Evidence Support 
The Trustworthiness 

of the Scriptures?



Archaeology - "the scientific 

study of material remains (as fossil 
relics, artifacts, and monuments) of 

past human life and activities" 
(Merriam).

Bible Archaeology - is 

archaeological excavation, 
examination and ascertaining 

information about biblical characters, 
biblical places or biblical times.
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From A Critic . . . Farrell Till

Has archaeology proven the historical accuracy of the Bible? 
If you listened only to biblical inerrantists, you would 

certainly think so. Amateur apologists have spread this claim 
all over the internet, and in a letter published in this issue, 
Everett Hatcher even asserted that archaeology supports 

that "the Bible is the inerrant word of God.“ Such a claim as 
this is almost too absurd to deserve space for publication, 
because archaeology could prove the inerrancy of the Bible 
only if it unearthed undeniable evidence of the accuracy of 

every single statement in the Bible. . . . 



• There are many examples of 
Biblical references which were said 
to be unlikely or wrong, only to 
have archaeology later prove that it 
was the critics who were mistaken 
(for example, witness the 1993 
discovery of an inscription bearing 
the phase "House of David", 
proving that King David was real). 
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• Every significant person and 
place mentioned in the Bible 
since the time of the 
inhabitation of the Holy Land 
by the Israelites (following 
the exodus from Egypt and 
the desert wandering) has 
now been verified. 

Nothing has 
been found to 
disprove the  

historical 
accuracy of 

Biblical events, 
places, or 

people 



• "It may be stated categorically that no 
archaeological discovery has ever 
controverted a biblical reference“ (Dr. 
Nelson Glueck, - Jewish 
archaeologist) 

• "Discovery after discovery has 
established the accuracy of 
innumerable details [of the Bible] 

(archaeologist Dr. William F. 
Albright)
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• "Archaeology has confirmed countless 
passages which have been rejected by 
critics as unhistorical or contradictory 
to known facts......Yet archaeological 
discoveries have shown that these 
critical charges.....are wrong and that 
the Bible is trustworthy in the very 
statements which have been set aside 
as untrustworthy.....We do not know of 
any cases where the Bible has been 
proved wrong.“ - Dr. Joseph P. Free
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• "In every instance where the findings of 
archaeology pertain to the Biblical record, 
the archaeological evidence confirms, 
sometimes in detailed fashion, the 
historical accuracy of Scripture.  In those 
instances where the archaeological 
findings seem to be at variance with the 
Bible, the discrepancy lies with the 
archaeological evidence, i.e., improper 
interpretation, lack of evidence, etc. -- not 
with the Bible.“ - Dr. Bryant C. Wood
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• "Through the wealth of data 
uncovered by historical and 
archaeological research, we are 
able to measure the Bible's 
historical accuracy.  In every case 
where its claims can thus be 
tested, the Bible proves to be 
accurate and reliable.“ - Dr. Jack 
Cottrell
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• Sir William Ramsey, - a wealthy 
atheistic English archaeologist 
who was determined to disprove 
the Bible.  

• He spent many decades over his 
diggings and published book after 
book, first confirming the Word of 
God, and finally declaring that he 
had become a Christian as a 
result of his findings!  
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• "The great value of archaeology has 
been to show, over and over again, 
that the geography, technology, 
political and military movements, 
cultures, religious practices, social 
institutions, languages, customs, and 
other aspects of everyday life of 
Israel and other nations of antiquity 
were exactly as described in the 
Bible."  - Henry M. Morris, Many 
Infallible Proofs (El Cajon, CA: Master 
Books, 1974), p. 301.
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The world-wide flood - Gen 6-9

✓ The Sumerian King List (pictured here), for 
example, lists kings who reigned for long 
periods of time. Then a great flood came. 
Following the flood, Sumerian kings ruled for 
much shorter periods of time. 

✓ The 11th tablet of the Gilgamesh Epic speaks 
of an ark, animals taken on the ark, birds sent 
out during the course of the flood, the ark 
landing on a mountain, and a sacrifice offered 
after the ark landed. 
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The Tower of Babel . . . 
✓ Sumerian tablets record the confusion of 

language as we have in the Biblical account of 
the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). 

✓ There was a golden age when all mankind 
spoke the same language. Speech was then 
confused by the god Enki, lord of wisdom. 

✓ The Babylonian states “the gods” destroyed a 
temple tower and "scattered them abroad and 
made strange their speech.“

✓ Many other Ziggurats have been found ... 
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✓ The discovery of the Ebla archive in 
northern Syria in the 1970s has shown the 
Biblical writings concerning the Patriarchs 
to be viable. 

✓ Documents written on clay tablets, 
(17,000), from around 2300 B.C. 
demonstrate that personal and place 
names in the Patriarchal accounts are 
genuine. 

✓ The name "Canaan" was in use in Ebla, a 
name critics once said was not used at 
that time and was used incorrectly in the 
early chapters of the Bible. 

✓ Ancient customs reflected in the stories of 
the Patriarchs have also been found in clay 
tablets from Nuzi and Mari. 



✓ The Hittites were once thought to be a 
Biblical legend, until their capital and 
records were discovered at Bogazkoy, 
Turkey. 

✓ Many thought the Biblical references 
to Solomon's wealth were greatly 
exaggerated. Recovered records from 
the past show that wealth in antiquity 
was concentrated with the king and 
Solomon's prosperity was entirely 
feasible. 

Qadesh Treaty 
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✓ It was once claimed there was no 
Assyrian king named Sargon as 
recorded in Isaiah 20:1, because this 
name was not known in any other 
record. Then, Sargon's palace was 
discovered in Khorsabad, Iraq. The 
very event mentioned in Isaiah 20, 
his capture of Ashdod, was recorded 
on the palace walls. What is more, 
fragments of a stela memorializing the 
victory were found at Ashdod itself. 

One of Sargon's inscriptions 
reads "In my first year I 

captured Samaria. I took 
captive 27,290 people. 

People of other lands, who 
never paid tribute, I settled 

in Samaria." 



✓ Another king who was in doubt was 
Belshazzar, king of Babylon, named in 
Daniel 5. The last king of Babylon was 
Nabonidus according to recorded history. 

✓ Tablets were found showing that 
Belshazzar was Nabonidus' son who 
served as coregent in Babylon. Thus, 
Belshazzar could offer to make Daniel 
"third highest ruler in the kingdom" (Dan. 
5:16) for reading the handwriting on the 
wall, the highest available position. 



✓ Campaign into Israel by Pharaoh 
Shishak (1 Kings 14:25-26), 
recorded on the walls of the 
Temple of Amun in Thebes, 
Egypt. 

✓ Revolt of Moab against Israel (2 
Kings 1:1; 3:4-27), recorded on 
the Mesha Inscription. 

✓ Fall of Samaria (2 Kings 17:3-6, 
24; 18:9-11) to Sargon II, king of 
Assyria, as recorded on his 
palace walls. 

Pharaoh Shishak (945-924 B.C.) 
invaded Israel and Judah in 
925 B.C. and carried off the 

treasures of Jerusalem's 
temple. 



✓ Campaign of the Assyrian king 
Sennacherib against Judah (2 Kings 
18:13-16), as recorded on the Taylor 
Prism. 

✓ Siege of Lachish by Sennacherib (2 
Kings 18:14, 17), as recorded on 
the Lachish reliefs. 

✓ Assassination of Sennacherib by his 
own sons (2 Kings 19:37), as 
recorded in the annals of his son 
Esarhaddon. 

Taylor Prism (Prism of 
Sennacherib)



✓ Fall of Nineveh as predicted by the 
prophets Nahum and Zephaniah 
(2:13-15), recorded on the Tablet 
of Nabopolasar. 

✓ Fall of Jerusalem to 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon 
(2 Kings 24:10-14), as recorded in 
the Babylonian Chronicles. 

✓ Captivity of Jehoiachin, king of 
Judah, in Babylon (2 Kings 24:15-
16), as recorded on the Babylonian 
Ration Records. 



✓Fall of Babylon to the 
Medes and Persians 
(Daniel 5:30-31), 

✓The freeing of captives in 
Babylon by Cyrus the 
Great (Ezra 1:1-4; 6:3-
4), as recorded on the 
Cyrus Cylinder. 



✓ The prophet Balaam, Numbers 
22:5; 24:3,15 . . . – 1967 in Deir
Alla Jordan – “Balaam son of Beor” 
(Dijkstra 47,48)

✓ Destruction of Jericho – Thought to 
be an earthquake – a small portion 
of the north wall was left standing. 
(Josh. 6:22,23; Heb. 11:30,31)

✓ Water tunnel beneath Jerusalem dug 
by King Hezekiah to provide water 
during the Assyrian siege (2 Kings 
20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30). 

Dr Wood stands at the 
base of the stone 

retaining wall uncovered 
by Italian archaeologists 
at the southern end of 

Jericho in 1997..



✓ The existence of Jesus Christ as recorded by 
Josephus, Suetonius, Thallus, Pliny the Younger, 
the Talmud, and Lucian. 

✓ Quirinius – Luke 2:2 – Previously known to have 
ruled in A.D. 6 – but now known to have ruled 
prior to the birth of Christ – (c. 4 B.C., Jenkins 64) 

✓ Forcing Jews to leave Rome during the reign of 
Claudius (A.D. 41-54) (Acts 18:2), as recorded by 
Josephus, Suetonius, Thallus, Pliny the Younger, 
the Talmud, and Lucian:. 

✓ Destruction of Jerusalem – Matthew 24 –
Josephus.
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Historical accuracy of Luke:
✓ The great famine – Acts 11:27-30
✓ The title “proconsul” – Acts 13:7
✓ Women possessing positions of 

prominence in Antioch of Pisidia – Acts 
13:50

✓ Inscriptions about Hermes & Zeus – Acts 
14:12

✓ The Greek title “politarches” applied to 
the city authorities in Thessalonica – Acts 
17:6

✓ The theater in Ephesus – Acts 19:29,31
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“In every instance where the findings of 
archaeology pertain to the Biblical record, 

the archaeological evidence confirms, 
sometimes in detailed fashion, the historical 

accuracy of the Scripture. In those 
instances where the archaeological findings 
seem to be at variance with the Bible, the 
discrepancy lies with the archaeological 

evidence, i.e. improper interpretation, lack 
of evidence, etc. – not with the Bible.” 
Archeologist, Dr. Bryant C. Woods
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• Is God Real?

• Who is Jesus Christ?

• Is there a place called heaven 
and a place called hell?

• What condition is a person in 
outside of Jesus Christ?

• What MUST I do in order to be 
saved?


