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How We Got The Bible



External & Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

The Bible Comes Into Being...

The Bible... √

The Origin Of The Bible: √

The Bible Comes From God: “A Brief Look At 
Inspiration” √

The INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION

The EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

Cave 4 at Qumran and One of the Dead Sea Scroll 
Jars on Display at the Amman Archaeological Museum in 

Jordan.

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS
The initial discovery was by 
chance in 1947, and not by 

archaeologists! Bedouin 
shepherds found seven scrolls or 
parts of scrolls and fragments, 

along with store jars and broken 
pottery jars in a cave overlooking 

the northwest end of the Dead 
Sea. When a dealer acting on 

behalf of the shepherds sold the 
scrolls, they came to the attention 
of scholars in Jerusalem and then 

the scholarly world.

How We Got The Bible



External Evidence Of Inspiration

Among the more than eight hundred documents 
represented by whole scrolls, incomplete scrolls, 

and a myriad of fragments which have been 
recovered are complete copies or portions of all 

the books in the Hebrew Bible (our OT), except for 
the Book of Esther. These texts are older by at 

least a thousand years than any previous biblical 
texts written in Hebrew that we had prior to the 

discovery. They provide a window into the textual 
history of the OT prior to the closure of the canon.
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

THE HOUSE OF DAVID INSCRIPTION
The discovery provides an archaeological 
connection to the biblical references to 
the ruling dynasty established by King 

David approximately two centuries 
before the events that are mentioned in 
the inscription. It is the first mention of 
King David and the earliest mention of a 
biblical figure outside of the Bible. The 
discovery is of particular importance in 

the face of those scholars who were 
either skeptical or denied the historical 

existence of King David 
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

AMULET SCROLL
In one burial cave a repository for grave 

goods was found, containing approximately 
700 items, including burial gifts of pottery 
vessels, over 100 pieces of silver jewelry, 

arrowheads, bone and ivory artifacts, 
alabaster vessels, 150 beads and a rare, 
early coin. Among the silver items was a 

rolled-up amulet bearing the 
tetragrammaton, the name of God (the 
consonantal letters yod, he, waw, he), 

YHWH. The tomb dates to the end of the 
Davidic dynasty, approximately the seventh 
century BC. The silver amulet thus dates to 

the end of the seventh or early sixth century. 
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

GALILEE BOAT
Severe drought in 1985-86 

brought the Sea of Galilee to 
unusually low levels, exposing 

large areas of the lakebed along 
the shoreline. Two brothers–
Moshe and Yuval Lufan--from 

Kibbutz Ginnosar, near Tiberias
along the northwest shore of the 
sea, discovered the remains of a 
2,000 year old boat buried in the 

mud along the shore. 
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

lbrkyhw Belonging to Berechiah bn nryhw son of Neriah
hspr the scribe.

The script used is the pre-exilic ancient Hebrew linear script, rather 
than the post-exilic script adopted by Jews from the contemporary 

Aramaic script. Reading the Hebrew from right to left, the first letter, 
Heb (l), is the preposition "to, belonging to," and the last three letters, 

heb. (yhw)is a shortened form of the name of God, Heb. (yhwh), the 
shortened form was likely pronounced "yahu." Baruch's name means 

"Blessed of the Lord (Yahweh)."
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

OSSUARY OF CAIAPHAS
A dump truck accidentally smashed 

through the roof of a tomb in November, 
1990, during some work in the 

Jerusalem Peace Forest, leading to the 
discovery of the ossuary which 

contained the bones of the High Priest in 
the time of Jesus. The Jerusalem Peace 
Forest is located on the southwest side 

of old Jerusalem, across the Hinnom
Valley from Mt. Zion. Here, on the slope 
of the hills is a large cemetery from the 
late Second Temple era (1st century BC 

to 1st century AD).  
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

PONTIUS PILATE INSCRIPTION
Pontius Pilate was the fifth governor of Roman Judea, 

under whose governance Jesus of Nazareth was 
crucified (Matt 27:2, plus 60 additional occurrences in 

the gospels, Acts, and 1 Timothy). He was appointed by 
the emperor Tiberius in AD 26 and suspended by L. 
Vitellius, Roman governor of Syria, in AD 37, after 

slaughtering a number of Samaritans at Mt. Gerizim.  
Although Pilate is also mentioned in Josephus, Philo 
and Tacitus and coins issued during his governance 

exist, inscriptional evidence for Pilate was discovered 
in Italian excavations at Caesarea Maritima in 1961. 
Antonio Frova, director of the excavations, found a 
dedicatory stone that bore a three-line inscription: 

Tiberieum/[Pon]tius Pilatus/[Praef]ectus Iuda[eae], 
"Tiberius [the Roman emperor of the period]/Pontius 

Pilate/Prefect of Judea.“ 
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External Evidence Of Inspiration

EKRON INSCRIPTION 
They had long suspected that Tel Miqne was 

the site of one of the main cities of the 
Philistine pentapolis, specifically biblical 

Ekron (Josh 13:3, plus 23 other references 
in the OT). Then a royal dedicatory 

inscription carved into a slab of limestone 
dramatically confirmed the place name, 

along with the names of five of its rulers, 
and two of them are specifically mentioned 

in the Bible.
The inscription was found in a destruction 

layer attributed to the Babylonian conquest 
dating to 603 BC 
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

UNITY OF THE BIBLE
Written in different places

Moses in the wilderness ; Jeremiah in a dungeon ;
Daniel on a hillside and in a palace ; Paul inside prison
walls ; Luke while traveling ; John in exile on the isle
of Patmos
Others in the rigors of military campaign

Written at different times and during different moods
David in times of war, Solomon in times of peace
Some writing from the heights of joy, others from the
depths of sorrow and despair
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

UNITY OF THE BIBLE
Written on three continents, and in three 
languages 

Asia, Africa, Europe
Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

Which subject matter includes hundreds of 
controversial topics

The origin of man & the universe
The nature of God
The nature of sin & man’s redemption 
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

YET THERE IS HARMONY AND 
CONTINUITY...

• “The Paradise Lost of Genesis becomes 
the Paradise Regained of Revelation.  
Whereas the gate to the tree of life is 
closed in Genesis, it is opened 
forevermore in Revelation.” - Geisler
and Nix 
• Compare the continuity of the Bible 
with any other such writings of man
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

YET THERE IS HARMONY AND CONTINUITY...
•Imagine what you would have if you just took 
ten authors... From one walk of life, one 
generation, one place, one time, one mood, one 
continent, one language, Speaking on one 
controversial subject: You would have a 
conglomeration of ideas, not harmony!

• The reason for the unity of the Bible?
• The writers were all inspired by the same God 
- cf. 2 Pet. 1:20-21 
• Providing evidence that the Bible is the Word 
of God
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

THE FULFILLED PROPHECIES IN THE BIBLE
THE NATURE OF THIS ARGUMENT…
• Prophecies in the Old Testament foretold events in detail that were 

beyond the scope of human speculation.  How did the writers do it?
• They attributed it to God!  And God declared that such evidence 

was a proof of His existence and superiority over men and all 
heathen gods - Isa 41:21-24; 42:8-9; 46:8-11

• A FEW EXAMPLES...
• The fall of Babylon, written two hundred years before it occurred -

Isa 13:17-22
• The fall of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war than 

by outside forces - Isa 19:1-4
• The fall of Nineveh, with its utter desolation - Zep 2:13-15
• The fall of Tyre, with its becoming a place for the spreading of 

nests - Ezek 26:1-5
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Internal Evidence Of Inspiration

ASTOUNDING EVIDENCE FOR THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE 
BIBLE

• In the book “I believe because…” Batsell Barret Baxter introduced Mr Henry 
O. Taylor a Mathematician who suggests the odds which support the Bible 
to be genuine.

• Mr Taylor suggests that the odds of just 25 Old Testament prophecies 
concerning the Messiah being fulfilled in one person are fixed at a one 
chance out of a thousand trillion (1/1,000,000,000,000,000)

• The equation to support the Bible as truth with regard to the fulfillment 
of prophecies given in some cases over eight centuries before Jesus ever 
lived are:

• Surmising that this to be a 1 in 5 probability of one prophecy being 
fulfilled by one particular man is – (n) being 25 and (p) being 1/5 = 
(1/) 25 or one out of one thousand trillion.
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LAST EVE I PASSED BESIDE A BLACKSMITH’S DOOR

AND HEARD THE ANVIL RING THE VESPER CHIME:

WHEN LOOKING IN, I SAW UPON THE FLOOR

OLD HAMMERS WORN WITH BEATING YEARS OF TIME.

“HOW MANY ANVILS HAVE YOU HAD, I SAID,

TO WEAR AND BATTER ALL THESE HAMMERS SO?”

“JUST ONE, SAID HE; THE SAID WITH TWINKLING EYE,

THE ANVIL WEARS THE HAMMERS OUT, YOU KNOW”

AND SO I THOUGHT THE ANVIL OF GOD’S WORD

FOR AGES SKEPTICS BLOWS HAVE BEAT UPON:

YET, THOUGH THE NOISE OF FALLING BLOWS WAS HEARD

THE ANVIL IS UNHARMED – THE HAMMERS GONE!


