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The word “signs” (sēmeiōn, v. 11) - signs do 
not point to themselves, but to the authority 
of the person and message. 

A miracle is also a “wonder” (teras), a 
“power” (dynamis), and a “strange event” 
(paradoxos). Cf. Acts 2:22

Vrs 1 - “The third day” probably three days 
after calling Philip and Nathanael. (Cf. 
sequence of days 1:29, 35, 43.) 

It would take a couple of days to reach Cana in 
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It would take a couple of days to reach Cana 
in Galilee from Bethabara, (Bethany) near 
Jericho of Judea (1:28). 

Cana was about 4 miles NE of Nazareth, and 
SW of the Sea of Galilee

Jesus had wanted to go to Galilee - cf. Jn 1:43

Nathanael was from the city of Cana - cf. Jn 
21:2
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Vrs 2-3 --- Jesus’ mother was there, but John 
did not give her name (cf. 2:12; 6:42; 19:25–
27).

The five disciples who had began following 
Jesus just a few days before [John, Andrew, 
Peter, Phillip & Nathaniel - 1:35-51]. 

Jesus’ presence here is an endorsement of the 
importance & value of marriage - (Mat. 9:3-9; 
22:1-14)
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Vrs 2-3 --- Oriental wedding feasts often lasted 
seven days. 

The feast followed the groom’s taking of his 
bride to his home or his father’s house, 

The supply of wine was used up, Mary 
informed Jesus of the problem. 

Vrs 4 --- “Woman" - Not a term of disrespect in 
those days - cf. Jn 19:26; 20:15

Why do you involve Me? was a common 
expression in Greek that referred to a 
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Vrs 4 --- Why do you involve Me? was a 
common expression in Greek that referred 
to a difference in realms or relations. Jesus 
is saying, it’s not our responsibility.” 

“My hour has not yet come” - Many see this as 
a subtle reference to His death. 

More likely a reference to His public 
ministry - “the hour of His Messianic 
manifestation (ver. 11).” [Word Studies of 
the NT]
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Vrs 6 -10 --- Six water pots - Normally used for 
the Jewish rituals of purification - Mk 7:3-4

Capable of holding twenty or thirty gallons 
each.

Jesus told them to fill them with water and to 
dip it out and take it to the master of the feast 

They did so without telling him where it 
came from. (2:9)
The master of the feast tasted the water 
that was made wine.
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Vrs 6 -10 --- Called the bridegroom telling him 
that he kept the good wine for last, contrary 
custom. (2:9,10)

The word "oinos" can refer to fermented 
wine, but not necessarily
The following verses prove that the word 
"wine" can mean fresh grape juice: Deut
11:14; 2 Chron. 31:5; Neh. 13:15; Prov. 3:10; 
Isa. 16:10; 65:8.
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Vrs 6 -10 --- Alcoholic drinks today are much 
stronger than those in Bible times

The Bible is filled with the dangers of 
drinking - cf. Prov. 20:1; 23:29-35; 1 Pet 4:3

This example should not be to justify the 
custom of social drinking

Would Jesus supply those in attendance 
who were already well “drunk” with more, 
(about 120 gallons), alcohol so they could 
get drunker?

Jesus Turns Water Into Wine



4/9/2020

10

Vrs 6 -10 --- The Jews considered 
unfermented wine, (grape juice), to be the 
best.

Vrs 11-12 – This sign (miracle), is the beginning 
point of Jesus’ public ministry.

Leaving Cana – Jesus and His disciples head 
to Capernaum.  Capernaum was northeast 
of Cana, He went down because of the 
decline in elevation toward the sea. 
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Capernaum became His home base (cf. Matt. 
4:13; Mark 1:21; 2:1).
Jesus had siblings, both brothers & sisters - (cf. 
Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3)

“Not many days. The reason why he remained there 
no longer was that the Passover was near, and they 
went up to Jerusalem to attend it.” --- (Barnes 
Notes on the New Testament Explanatory and 
Practical.)

Jesus went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover in accordance with the Law (Ex. 12:14-
20, 43-49; Deut. 16:1-8)
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John records Jesus observing two other 
Passover feasts - (John 6:4 and 11:55; 12:1; 
13:1)

Vrs 14-15 --- John recorded a cleansing of the 
temple at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 
whereas the three Synoptics recorded a 
temple cleansing toward the end - (Matt. 
21:12-13; Mark 11:15-16; Luke 19:45-46).

He found in the temple - i.e., the temple 
courts. 
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Merchants sold the animals needed for 
sacrifices - convenience for travelers since 
the sacrifices had to be without spot or 
blemish. The Journey could cause the 
animal to be rejected  - which became a 
common practice during these days.
Moneychangers - exchanged coins with 
Roman coinage for shekels for a fee. 

A whip of cords, probably of rope used to tie 
the animals -
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Jesus used it - Jesus drove both men and beast 
out with the whip

Jesus scattered their money and overturned 
their tables – Anger with Righteous 
indignation - Eph 4:26 

Vrs 16 ---The Lord was angered by the manner 
in which some used religion to make money -
(cf. Matt. 21:13; Luke 19:46)

Much could be said about the religious 
world today in the same manner.
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Vrs 17 --- The disciples were reminded of an OT 
prophecy - Psa 69:9.

Tho, fishermen and other occupations – the 
disciples new the Scriptures – here 
indicated by the reference to the O.T.
Jesus had zeal (fervor) for God's house, for 
it's intended purpose (a house of prayer)
His great zeal for His Father's house moved 
Him to action
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Jesus knew that a temporary excitement or a 
faith based on signs was not sufficient. 

Many of the early followers later turned 
back when He did not take up the role of a 
political king (cf. 6:15, 60, 66).

As God, He sees beyond the superficial to 
people’s hearts (1 Sam. 16:7; Psa. 139; Acts 
1:24). 

John 3 and 4 give illustrations of this truth. 


