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Question: What two things are said to be 
involved in the new birth?

The New Birth consists of “water and the 
Spirit” – vrs 5
Not a fleshly birth but a spiritual birth - 6-
8
A birth made possible by what God has 
done for us - 10-13 
Received through an obedient faith to the 
word of God - 14-21; 1 Pet 1:22,23
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Question: What part does the Spirit play?

The Spirit reveals the truth of God’s Word.

John 3:5 Titus 3:5 Ephes. 5:26 Heb 10:22 1 Pet. 1:21,22
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Question: Is water involved in any New Testament 
command except baptism?

NO WATER, used in the OLD TESTAMENT in various 
religious rights – are not found in the church/body of 
Christ in the N.T.

No such thing as “HOLY WATER” ect
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Question: What would lead you to believe that 
the "water" of John 3:3-8 is literal water?

Five views: -
Water refers to physical birth
Water refers to word of God
Water refers to baptism
Water refers to the Spirit
Water refers to repentance associated with John’s 
baptism

Why do many reject water referencing “baptism”
Theological bias / Faith only

John’s Baptizing where there was “MUCH WATER” vrs 23 
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Question: Explain verse 8:

Jesus is using a very clever play on words here. In 
English, this doesn't come across clearly. Verse 7 and 
verse 8 use the Greek word pneuma, which can be 
translated several different ways. It can mean "spirit," 
lowercase, or "Spirit," capitalized, or "wind," depending 
on the context. All of these have a religious meaning 
which Nicodemus would have recognized. Wind—or 
breath—is often symbolic of the Holy Spirit (Job 3:33; 
John 20:22; Acts 2:2). 
The term would also have reminded Nicodemus of 
Ezekiel 37:1–14. In that passage, the wind blows across 
dry bones and brings them back to life. 
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Question: Explain verse 8:

In verse 7, Jesus explained that the need for 
rebirth should not surprise Nicodemus.
"Flesh" and Spirit" are opposed to each other, 
so the only way for a person to take on a new 
nature is by being "born again." 
We can't really see the wind, or predict 
everything about it. In the same way, the 
work of the Spirit isn't something we can 
completely understand.
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Question: Do verses 15, 16, 18, and 36 teach 
that a person is saved by faith alone?

The Word “believes” throughout John is a VERB not 
a NOUN.

THE NOUN FORM FAITH – Rom 10:17 is the 
mental acknowledgement of truth.
BUT THE VERB FORM – ie it is a active word 
(doing something)

Thus, James 2 is a great explanation of FAITH 
demonstrated by “WORKS”

It is important that NOTHING “ALONE” saves 
anyone!!
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Question: Why did John baptize at a place 
where there was "much“ water?

The Mode of Baptism  requires that much water be 
present…..ie it is a burial Romans 6:3-5
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Question: Did John ever show any sign of 
jealousy over Jesus' success?

John understood his mission as a for-
runner of one who is greater than himself. 
(3:28; cf. 1:15,20,27,30) 
John’s attitude towards Jesus’ growing 
popularity was one of joy. (3:29)

Difficult to tell if the comments in 
verses 31-36 are John the baptizer’s or 
John the apostle.
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Question: If Jesus is the bridegroom, who or 
what is His bride?

The church/body – ie those who in obedient faith believe.
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Question: Upon whom does the wrath of God 
abide?

Those who do not believe the Son!


