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As we begin this segment of John’s Gospel - Chapters 
13–17 concentrate on His teachings on that fateful night 
in which He was arrested. 

John’s Gospel reports more of the content of Jesus’ 
instructions to His disciples than the others.

Before these instructions, Jesus teaches them the 
most important lesson as He washes His disciples’ 
feet.

Vrs 1 - Jesus knew that His hour had come to die in 
obedience to the Father’s will & that His glorification 
would follow His obedience - Heb 2:9ff; 5:8,9; 12:1,2-
ch. 7:6, 30; 8:20; 12:23; 17:1; 18:4
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John 13:2-3 (NKJV)
2 And supper being ended, the devil 

having already put it into the heart 

of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 

betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into His 

hands, and that He had come from 

God and was going to God,
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Jesus’ love for His disciples was constant & to the 
“uttermost”.

Vts 2-3 --- Other translations, “being prepared,” “being 
served,” or, “going on”; for that it was not “ended” is 
plain from Jn 13:26.

“Put into the heart of Judas” … referring to the 
agreement already made with the chief priests (Luke 
22:3–6). 

Jesus had predicted this (6:70–71). Later Satan 
enters Judas -(13:27).

Jesus knew (cf. vv. 1, 18)
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His sovereign authority, 

His origin, and coming destiny; yet He voluntarily 
took the place of a slave, washing the feet of His 
disciples. - (cf. Phil. 2:5–8).

His action contrasts sharply with their self-seeking (cf. 
Matt. 20:20–24; Mark 9:33–34; Luke 22:24–30)

Left heaven – John 6:51; 

Relinquished the glory He had in heaven – John 17:5

Became a man! – Phil 2:5-8; Heb 2:10-18; 4:14-16

Became POOR! – 2 Cor. 8:9; Matt. 4:2; 8:20; Jn 4:6
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Suffered at the hands of cruel men & crucified! – Isa 
53; Matt 26:47-27:50; 1 Pet 2:23,24

In this position of Humility –

Done with awareness of His imminent death (v. 2)

Done with awareness of his exalted position (v. 3)

Girded self with towel – dressed like a servant (v. 4)

Act of a servant (v. 5)

Peter objects - Jesus explains - Peter submits - (v. 
6-10)

The true teacher SERVES - 12,13; Matt 20:26-28; 1 Tim 
3:1-10; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Pet 5
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We are to follow the EXAMPLE of Jesus - 14,15 -
(12:26; Lk 9:23-26; 57-62; 1 Pet 2:21; 4:1-3; Phili 2:1-
10; 1 Jn 2:6)

Not to follow the example of Jesus is to exalt oneself 
above Him and to live in pride. 16,17

John's Gospel is known for the way it shows us God's 
love for the world (3:16), but it also shows us Jesus' 
special love for "his own" (13:1; 17:6), his sheep (10:14), 
his friends (15:9ff).

THIS ACT SYMBOLIZED HIS WHOLE LIFE WITH THEM--He 
had a special love for them, and he expressed it by a 
special service to them.  See in John how:
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HIS EXTREME LOVE FOR HIS OWN - As a shepherd leads 
his sheep, he led them to eternal life, feeding them on 
his words, the bread of life.  10:1ff; 6:68.

He cleansed them.  13:10; 15:3.

He prayed for them.  17:1ff.

He died for them.  10:11; 15:13.

It's no wonder, then, that they were so troubled and 
sorrowed when he said he was leaving them (13:37; 
16:6; 16:20). 

THIS ACT SYMBOLIZES, TOO, HIS CONTINUED SERVICE 
OF HIS OWN.  Our feet have been washed by him too.
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One thing he tried to teach them in Chapters 14-17: 
He would be gone, but he would yet live, and yet 
serve them just as he had. 

Some ways he yet serves us:

He died for us.   1 Cor 15:3.

He teaches & shepherds us.  We are yet disciples.  Acts 
11:27.

He cleanses us.  1 Jn 1:7.

He prays for us.  Rom 8:34. 

He strengthens us.  Phil 4:13.

He never leaves us.  Mt 28:20. Heb 13:5. 

We call him Master and Lord, and yet he serves us this way.  
He washes our feet, too. 
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With This Action – we need to see the effect on US:

Jesus was trying hard to get them to see his special 
love and service for them.  

Our prayer today is that we might see the same, that 
we "may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and depth and height, 
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge" (Eph 3:18-19), for the realization of his 
love has an effect on us. 

As Paul said, "the love of Christ constraineth us."  (2 
Cor 5:14)  What does it constrain us to do?
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WE COME AND FOLLOW;  WE LOVE AND OBEY. 

Not all of them were so moved by Him–He washed 
the feet of Judas, but Judas then betrayed him. But if 
we will drive Satan out of our hearts, we too will can 
only be drawn to . . .

Love him.

Worship him.  20:28.

Hear and obey him, e.g., when he commissions us. 

The way he is with us makes us want to follow him.   
Mt 11:28-30
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WE COME AND FOLLOW;  WE LOVE AND OBEY. 

If we will drive Satan from our hearts, we cannot but 
fail to be so attracted to him, to the meek and lowly 
one, who washes our feet. 

WE WASH ONE ANOTHER'S FEET.

Jesus didn't just wash one disciple's feet, but every 
disciple's.  If Jesus washed the feet of the one sitting 
beside me, how can I refuse to do so? 

Jesus wants us to see how that his special love for us 
ought to move us to . . .
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Wash one another's feet, for he has washed the feet 
of all.  13:13-14.   No "ordinance" here, but this 
demand:

The attitude of humility, respect, and selflessness 
towards them.

The actions of service, of doing for others.

Tend his sheep, for he has tended them. 21:15-17.

Lay down our lives for each one, for he laid down his 
life for each one.

Jn. 3:16.  Give ourselves wholly to doing for them.
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John 13:18 (NKJV)

18 “I do not speak concerning all 

of you. I know whom I have 

chosen; but that the Scripture 

may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats 

bread with Me has lifted up his 

heel against Me.’
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Having Washed their feet  - All of them were not “clean” 
- Jesus knew who would betray Him - 13:10,11

Jesus knew “what kind of men” He had chosen to be 
His apostles - (cf 6:70)

Knowing is not controlling - even though Jesus knew 
what Judas would do, He did not make the choice for 
Judas - (Acts 1:15-20; John 12:4-6) 

Vrs 18 - Jesus quotes Psalm 41:9 - David had a 
trusted friend who shared bread with him & then 
lifted up his “heel” against him - (commonly 
understood as Ahithophel)
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Vrs 19 - An analogous circumstance was occurring with 
Jesus’ own disciples, & it was important for Jesus to 
inform the disciples before it happened - (14:29)

Vrs 20 - Anyone who accepted the disciples was thus 
accepting Jesus & in turn was also accepting the 
Father.? (cf. Matt. 10:40)

It is also true that anyone who rejects them would 
also reject Jesus & the Father. (Luke 10:16)

What connection with the context? - (cf. vs 16,17)

Vrs 21 - The traitor is unmasked & dismissed - 21-30; cf. 
Matt. 26:21,22; Mk 14:18,19; Lk 22:21–23
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Jesus was “troubled” over Judas’ soon betrayal of His 
love and friendship. -

The word "troubled" is the same word used of Jesus 
in 11:33; 12:27 (also used by Jesus in 14:1, 27). 

Vrs 22 - That anyone in this close fellowship could do 
this to Jesus was almost beyond comprehension.  -

Judas had covered his tracks so well that none of the 
others suspected him. - (13:28,29)

Vrs 23-25 - Peter Questions Jesus , by asking John to 
inquire with regards of whom He was talking about.

Vrs 26-27 – Jesus responds – with a sign
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Vrs 27 - A host’s giving a morsel of bread to a guest was 
a sign of friendship. How ironic - Jesus’ act of friendship 
to Judas signaled Judas’ betrayal of friendship.

The devil had before this put it into his heart to 
betray Jesus (John 13:2), but he now excited him to a 
more decided purpose. - cf Lk 22:3, Acts 5:3; 1 Peter 
5:8,9 

Vrs 29-30 - As Judas went out, no one thought anything 
but good of him - they assumed as the group’s treasurer 
(12:6), he was going to buy food for the Passover or to 
give to the poor - (13:28,29)
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He had deceived his peers but not Jesus!

Judas was leaving the Light (8:12; 12:35,46) & going 
into the darkness of sin (3:19).

Vrs 31-32 - Jesus had previously spoke of His coming 
glorification - 12:23, 28,29.

With Judas now gone - Jesus begins to prepare the 
Disciples for His imminent death just a few hours 
away - the first step on His road to the cross has 
been taken -

The cross is the road to glory - Heb 5:8,9; 12:1-3
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Vrs 33 - They will soon be separated - just as He had 
been telling them - (cf. Matt. 23:29; John 7:34; 8:21; 
12:8,35). 

This was true in both His death and His Ascension -
but the disciples would follow Him later - something 
the unbelieving Jews could not do - 14:1-6; 7:34; 8:21

Vrs 34-35 - They would need love to survive after He 
leaves them.

Our love and support for one another enable us to 
survive in a hostile world. - Rom. 12:10; Gal. 5:6; 1 
Thess. 4:9, 10; 1 John 4:7–11,21; 5:1.
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As Jesus is the embodiment of God’s love, so we 
should embody Christ’s love. - (Rom 5:8; 1 John 3:14-
18).

Vrs 36 - Christ Foretells Peter’s Denial - 36-38; (cf. Mat 
26:34, 35; Mk 14:30, 31; Lk 22:33, 34)

He wanted to know where Jesus was going (cf. 
Thomas’ similar request; 14:5).

He was certain that his love and courage were up to 
any challenge, including death - but he was wrong . . .

This is truly what Paul is referring to in 1 Cor. 10:12


