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YES

This discourse seems to be a continuation of the 
closing verses of chapter 9

Jesus is continuing to reveal his true status, as 
opposed to the false leadership of the 
Pharisees.

Later on in the Chapter – The Feast of Dedication is 
introduced by John as the conflict with the 
religious Jewish leaders continued.

Question: Do you think verses 1-21 are a continuation of 
His teaching at the feast of Tabernacles? (cf. 9:39-41; 

10:7, 19-21).
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The sheepfold was an enclosed yard, surrounded by a 
low rock wall with one entrance.

Several flocks were given by their shepherds into the 
care of the porter (vrs. 3).
In the morning the shepherd called for his own flock 
and led them out again.
The real shepherd entered by the gate. When he 
spoke, his familiar voice was recognized and his 
sheep followed him to pasture. Vrs 3,4

Vrs 7-10  - The door here is the ONLY ENTRANCE {Jesus} 
– it is the only legitimate way to enter the fold – cf John 
14:6

Question: What is meant by “door” in verses 1, 2?
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The real shepherd entered by the gate. When he spoke, 
his familiar voice was recognized and his sheep followed 
him to pasture. Vrs 3,4

One who climbed over the wall, then, could not be the 
true shepherd, but a thief & robber.

The distinction is sharp between the benevolent shepherd 
and the plundering robber. - Here are contrasted religious 
teachers who would serve themselves by means of the 
flock, and those who would serve the sheep.

Jesus is the ONLY way to salvation, safety & blessing - 9
Thieves & Robbers contrasted with the Lord’s concern 
for His sheep - 10

Question: Who is the same as a thief and a robber?
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The Good Shepherd Knows His Sheep - 14-16
In contrast with a hired workman, the Good Shepherd has an 
intimacy with and personal interest in the sheep (cf. vv. 3, 27). 

I know My sheep stresses His ownership and watchful oversight. 
My sheep know Me stresses their reciprocal knowledge of and 
intimacy with Him.
My sheep hear my voice and FOLLOW Me - 27; [cf Jam 1:21; 
Heb 5:8,9 - (Hear = understands / Follows = obeys)]
And no one shall snatch them out of my hand . . . or My 
Father’s hand - 28,29 - (protection from those without, 10:12; 
Rom 8:28-39)
There is security IN Christ for the BELIEVER - BUT - 2 Pet 2:20-
22

Question: Why do the sheep follow the shepherd 
and not a stranger?
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YES 

This is figurative of the Kingdom/Church
One flock and one Shepherd speaks of the 
church - Jews & Gentiles in one body with 
Christ as Head (cf. Eph. 2:11–22; 3:6).

Israel had many false prophets, selfish kings, 
and imitation messiahs. 
The flock of God suffered constantly & was 
scattered from their abuse (Jer. 10:21–22; 
12:10; Zech. 11:4–17)

Question:Was Jesus both the shepherd and the 
door?
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The main reason THE WORD became the man Jesus is to 
SAVE HIS people from their sins – cf. Matthew 1:21

He was to REVEAL the Father
The GOOD SHEPHERD here will lay down His life for His 
Sheep – but not only for the Jews, this will be for ALL men –
cf John 3:16; John 10:

The other sheep … not of this flock refers to Gentiles who 
would believe. His coming death would bring them also 
to the Father. - Rom 15:9-13
One flock and one Shepherd speaks of the church - Jews 
& Gentiles in one body with Christ as Head (cf. Eph. 2:11–
22; 3:6).

Question:For what reason did Jesus say, “I am 
come”?
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The coming Kingdom after the death of Jesus.
The church is the ONE BODY – made up of 
MANY members.

Each with its own unique duty and function 
– cf. Eph 4:11-16

This ONE BODY has ONE HEAD {Jesus/Christ}
Eph. 1:20-21
Eph 4:4-6

Question: When would there be one fold and one 
shepherd?
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The Jews demand a straight answer to their question -
“Are you the Christ?” - 10:24

This would be the religious leaders of His day and 
time.

What do the works testify? - 10:25 (5:36; Mat 11:4)
They did not believe because they were not of His 
sheep - 26-29

The hostile crowd reacted and attempted to stone Jesus 
(cf. 8:59) because they understood the implications of 
His claim., (cf. 10:33; 5:18)

Question:Who said, “If thou be the Christ, tell us 
plainly”?
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The Works He had done – confirmed the statement 
Jesus here makes:
“I and the Father Are One!”

Not affirming that He and the Father are the same 
Person, but that He and the Father were UNITED 
together in purpose. 
Jesus’ will is identical to the Father’s regarding the 
salvation of His sheep. - (10:15,17,18,29)
Jesus and the Father are One in will & nature, for 
both are God; cf. 20:28; Phil. 2:6

Sent by God to save His people. YES JESUS TOLD THEM.

Question: Had Jesus told them that he was the 
Christ?
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The Jewish opposition at the Feast of Dedication - (called 
Hanukkah / Feast of Lights.) “winter” - it takes place in 
December - 22

It commemorates the reconsecration of the temple 
by Judas Maccabeus in 165 b.c. after its desecration 
in 168 b.c. by Antiochus IV (Epiphanes). 

YES - Jesus’ response - “Many good works I have shown 
you from My Father. For which of those works do you 
stone Me?” - 32

They understood Jesus - they just didn’t believe Him -
(cf. 5:18; 8:57-59) 

Question: Did the Jews attempt to stone Him at 
the feast of Dedication?


