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The Word was “IN THE BEGINNING” – “eternity”
Note this does not say that the Word was the 
Beginning.
The Word was “WITH GOD” – “personality”

Amos 3:3 – “two cannot walk together unless they 
are in agreement.”

The Word  “WAS GOD” – “nature”
John starts off with asserting the Deity of Jesus right 
away.

Vrs 14: - The Word took on “FLESH” and Dwelt amongst 
us. ---- A body of flesh was necessary for the sacrifice

Question:  What four things are said about 
the “Word” in these verses - 1:1,14.



4/8/2020

3

John clearly shows that the “Word’s” role in Creation was 
not a passive role but an Active role.

Three words describe the role:
Antiquity – The Word was there in the beginning of all 

things. - Christ was not the beginning of God’s Creation 
but the BEGINNER of it – Rev. 3:14

Agency – All things created by Him
Col 1:15-18; Heb 1:2-3

Activity
“without him” shows the activity the Word had in 

Creation.

Question: What was the role of the “Word” 
in Creation?
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John was commissioned by God to “TESTIFY” of the 
truthfulness of these claims.

His coming was the fulfillment of prophecy – Isa 
40:3 – cf Matt. 3:16
His role was to prepare the way of the Messiah 
– (Christ).

And to bear witness to the true light – Mk. 1:4-8.
This segment vrs 6-8 is often in commentaries 
referred to as a “Parenthesis” because it is the 
witness of John the Baptist and not the Word’s 
witness.

Question: For what purpose was John sent? 



4/8/2020

5

The World did not perceive Him as the Divine Light –
vrs 9-10.

His own received Him not – vrs 11.
The Jewish nation rejected Him as their Messiah –
Matthew 1:21.

Those that received Him by Faith: vrs 12 - “given the 
right to become sons of God.

This birthright was not by fleshly lineage but by the 
spiritual regeneration that God provides through 
the “blood” of His Son. Vrs 13.

Question: How did the World respond to 
the Light?
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The rejection of Christ was not only seen in the 
Crucifixion but also in:
The rejection of the signs, miracles and wonders 
that Jesus did in their presence.

Acts 2:22
John 3:2

They ascribed to Him that he was working by the 
power of Beelzebub – Matthew 12:24.
They rejected His authority even though they heard 
Him speak with such – Matt. 7:29

Question: How did “His Own” respond to 
Him?
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“This power is ONLY given to those who “RECEIVE HIM”.
John 8:21-24 - “Then said Jesus again unto them, I go 

my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: 
whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will 
he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from 
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am 
not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye 
shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, 
ye shall die in your sins.” - The King James Version, 
(Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

Question: To whom does He give power to 
become the sons of God?   
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That God was INCARNATE.
This great truth is a major stumbling block to many 

thru the ages:
1st, 2nd, and 3rd John seems to be written with this 

very purpose in mind.  To dispel the very teaching of 
Gnosticism (that God could not have come in the flesh 
because all flesh is evil.)

Christ did not come in the form of angelhood – He was 
made lower – Hebrews 1:5.
By His fleshly life they beheld the ‘glory of the Father’ –

John 14:9

Question: What type of glory did the 
“Word” display? 
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Moses gave the Law of God to the Jewish people 
in the Old Testament.

It served a purpose and was never intended 
by God to be His revelation for all men through 
all times.

Christ on the other hand brought “grace and 
truth” (which is the full revelation of God’s 
Scheme to redeem mankind from their sins.
The law was a shadow or type of the real thing.

Heb 10:1-4; Gal 3:23-25; Acts 13:38-39 

Question: What came through Moses and 
Christ?
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Remember that the O.T. shows us that no one can look on 
God with mortal eyes and live – Ex. 33:20-23 --- “And he 
said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man 
see me, and live. ….. And it shall come to pass, while my 
glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, 
and will cover thee with my hand ……but my face shall not 
be seen.” The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769.
So the unveiled essence of God was manifested to us by 

His Son’s life and His love was seen in His Son’s character –
John 5:37; 6:46; 14:7-9

Question: Why do we need the only begotten 
Son to declare the Father? 
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The word “light occurs 24 times in 16 verses in the KJV.
From John 1:4 to John 12:46 after that the word is not 
found in the Gospel.

John 1:4,5,7,8,9
John 3:19,20,21
John 5:35
John 8:12
John 9:5
John 11:9,10
John 12:35,36,46

Research Question:  How many times and where is Jesus 
referred to as the “Light” in the gospel of John? 
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The translation in the New World version of the JW’s 
places an article before God – thus making Jesus Christ “a 
god”
This also makes this translation a defense of “polytheism”.
The inconsistency is seen in the translation of John 1:6 –

where they do not make John a man sent by “a god” even 
though the Greek has not changed.

The fact remains that Thomas’ declaration in John 20:28 
called Jesus “my God”.

There are many other scriptures in the N.T. that declare 
to us the Deity of Christ – eg. Heb 1:8

Thought Question: Was Christ created by God 
in the beginning and then later became “a” god? 
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The Bible is the inspired Word of God by which the 
mind of God is made known to us, revealing His 
Commandments for us to obey – 1 Cor. 2:11-13; 1 
Thess 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16-17.

Christ the “Word” communicates God to us, not 
only by what He says, but by what He is – Col. 2:9; 
Heb 1:3; John 1:28; I John 1:1; Rev. 19:13.

Thus to know Christ is to know the Father – John 
14:7-9.

Without the idea or concept behind the use of 
“logos”, the medium would be useless.

Closing Thoughts On Chapter One 
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Therefore the term “logos” implies the intelligence behind 
the idea, the idea itself and the transmissible expression of 
it.
“Logos was used by the Greek philosophers and Stoics, to 

denote the controlling reason of the Universe, the all 
pervasive mind which ruled and gave meaning to all things.  
Logos was one of the purest and most general concepts of 
the ultimate intelligence, reason or will that is called God” 
{Merrill C Tenney – Commentary on the Gospel of John}
By placing the term “logos” on Jesus of Nazareth, knowing 

the strength of the meaning in the Greek, was to assert that 
Jesus the historic personage known to man, is the ultimate 
fact of the Universe.

Closing Thoughts On Chapter One 


