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THIS CHAPTER CAN BE OUTLINED IN      
THIS MANNER: 

The Explanation as to why the Lord 
passed through Samaritan territory      
(1-4). 

The actual exchange between Jesus and 
this woman (5-26). 

The effect that ultimately was produced 
as a result of this incident (27-42).
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The success of Jesus aroused the enmity of 
the Jewish leaders. (4:1-3)

He leaves Judea to go to Galilee, needing to 
go through Jerusalem. (4:3,4)

Passing through Samaria was not the only 
route - nor was it the most common one.

Because of Jewish hostilities, the Jews 
would travel around Samaritan territory.
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The Lord, however, did not hesitate to 
traverse Samaritan territory (Luke 9:51-56; 
17:11-19; John 4:1ff).

Some view this “must needs” language as 
referring to a “compulsion other than mere 
convenience. (Luke 2:49; 4:43; 19:5; 24:7; John 
9:4; 10:16; 20:9).
He came to the city of Sychar in the region of 
Samaria (4:5,6).

It was near Mt. Gerizim, (2,850’), about forty 
miles north of Jerusalem. 
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Some identify the city with modern Askar, 
slightly more than 1/2 mile north of Jacob’s 
well; while others locate the city at the ruins 
of ancient Shechem 
John says it was “near to the parcel of ground 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph” (4:5; Gen 
48:22)

When the Lord arrived at Jacob’s well, he sat 
down, “being wearied with his journey” (4:6).

“Sixth hour” - about noon?
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The eternal Word (1:1) became incarnate 
(1:14) & endured the rigors of mankind.
The Creator is now weary — Why? 

(He was also hungry (Mat 4:2), 
thirsty (Jn 19:28), tearful (John 11:35), 
etc.)

She was of the region of Samaria, (Sychar), 
not the town of Samaria.
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“Samaritans” - resulted from intermarriages 
between Hebrews of the northern kingdom and 
Assyrian settlers 722-21 B.C. - also pagan settlers 
during the captivity – during the policy of 
transplantation.
She was shocked to hear a Jewish man ask for a 
drink from her.

First - “Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans”  (v. 9). 
Second, her gender. Jewish men did not speak 
to women in public (4:27).
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The normal prejudices of the day would prohibit 
public conversation between Jesus and this 
woman. 

A Jewish Rabbi would rather go thirsty than 
violate these proprieties

She A Samaritan well aware of the prejudices - 9

Aware of Jacob & scriptures - 12

She was a sinner - 17-18

She was religiously inclined - 19,20

Expecting the Messiah - 25
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Took advantage of a social 
occasion - 7

Began from established 
common interest - 7,10

Used occasion to discuss spiritual 
things - 10,13,14

Gently confronted her sin & 
error - 16-18, 21-24

Was direct - 25,26
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John 4:27-30 (NKJV) - 27 And at this point His 
disciples came, and they marveled that He talked 
with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You 
seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?" 28 The 
woman then left her waterpot, went her way into 
the city, and said to the men, 29 "Come, see a 
Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could 
this be the Christ?" 30 Then they went out of the 
city and came to Him. 
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John 4:39-42 ---- 39 And many of the Samaritans 
of that city believed in Him because of the word 
of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I 
ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans had come 
to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He 
stayed there two days. 41 And many more 
believed because of His own word. 42 Then they 
said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because 
of what you said, for we ourselves have heard 
Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Savior of the world." 
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John 4:35 (NKJV) - 35 Do you not say, 'There are 
still four months and then comes the harvest'? 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at 
the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 

A gift of God - (10)

A gift Jesus gives - (10,14)

Will never thirst, (i.e., will never go without 
spiritual needs; sufficient to provide all the soul 
needs) - (13)
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Whoever drinks, (keeps on drinking – it’s a 
fountain), (14)

To eternal life - (14)

Most commentators say that this reference of 
“living water” is a reference to the Holy Spirit? -
(Jn 7:38,39)

This “living Water” is a reference to all Jesus 
provides - (6:63; 14:6)

Consider some passages with similar language  -



4/10/2020

15

Jeremiah 2:13 (NKJV) ---- For My people have 
committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the 
fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves 
cisterns--broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

Zechariah 13:1 (NKJV) ---- "In that day a fountain shall 
be opened for the house of David and for the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. 

Zechariah 14:8 (NKJV) ---- And in that day it shall be 
That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of 
them toward the eastern sea And half of them toward 
the western sea; In both summer and winter it shall 
occur. 
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Revelation 7:17 (NKJV) ---- for the Lamb who is in the 
midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them 
to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes." 

The words of Jesus are “spirit & life” - John 6:63

The Holy Spirit would guide apostles into all truth -
John 14:26; 16:13

The words of scripture are the words of the Holy 
Spirit - Acts 7:51; 1 Cor 2:13; Eph 3:3-5; 1 Pet 
1:22,23
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To escape the bondage of sin - 4:15-18; Rom 
7:24,25; 8:1-17

To offer acceptable worship to the Father (in spirit & 
truth) - 4:19-24

John 4:25-26 (NKJV) ---- 25 The woman said to Him, "I 
know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). 
"When He comes, He will tell us all things." 26 Jesus 
said to her, "I who speak to you am He." 

The Samaritans & Jews disagreed over where God 
should be worshipped - (4:20) 

The Samaritans were wrong & the Jews were right -
(4:22; 2 Kings 17:26-33; Deut 12:5-11; 2 Chron 6:6)
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People continue to disagree over the where, when & 
how one ought to worship God.

A church building? (4:21; Acts 17:23-30)

Saturday or Sunday? - (Exo. 20:9-11; Acts 20:7;  1 
Cor. 16:1,2) 

People continue to disagree over the where, when & 
how one ought to worship God.

The Lord’s supper?

The collection?

Teaching?

Music? 
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There would soon be a change in how men worship the 
Father. (4:21; 14:6; Eph 2:18; 3:14)  

As prophesied - (Mal 1:11) 

Jesus would inaugurate this change after His death & 
resurrection - (Acts 2; 6:14; 1 Tim 2:8)

The types & shadows under the OT system would 
soon be replaced by the “spiritual realities” to which 
they pointed.

Jesus took the focus off what her ancestors had done 
and focussed on The Father’s demands. 

The Jews had a similar problem - (8:33,39,53, 41-47; 
Mat 15:1-6; Mk 7:3-13) - This is still a problem . . .
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The Samaritans accepted the Law but rejected the 
prophets, - (4:22; 2 Kings 17:27-46; Ezra 4:2)

Thus their knowledge of God & His instructions on 
how to worship Him was incomplete - (Hos 4:6)

Some aspects of their worship were manmade.

Vrs 22 - “We know - We Jews - This they knew because 
God had commanded it; because they worshipped in 
the place appointed by God, and because they did it in 
accordance with the direction and teaching of the 
prophets.” - Barnes 

Salvation is of the Jews - They had the Law and the 
proper form of worship - (Rom 3:1,2)
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The Messiah, who will bring salvation, is to proceed 
from them. (Luke 2:30, 3:6; Romans 9:4,5)

We cannot worship God without knowing God & His 
will - (4:22; Acts 17:23-30; Rom 10:1-3)

Worship is NOT about us - but about God! - (Mal 
1:6-14; 3:8-10)

Sincerity is NOT enough! - Acts 23:1; Acts 26:9

“There are two ways to commit idolatry –
worship something other than the one true               
God, or worship the one true God in the 
wrong way”
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True worship is revealed worship;

(We Must know the Who, the how and the why of 
worship)

John 4:22

Acts 17:23-30

Rom. 10:1-3, 17

Vrs 23-24 ---- True worshippers

Those who are actually worshipping the one true God.

God has always only accepted worship from those who 
offered it from their heart and in accordance with His 
Law.
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Leviticus 10:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, 
the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in 
it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the 
LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire 
went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they 
died before the LORD. 3 And Moses said to Aaron, "This 
is what the LORD spoke, saying: 'By those who come 
near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the 
people I must be glorified.' " So Aaron held his peace. 

Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did 
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:
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8 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, 
And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far 
from Me. 
9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men.' " 

(quote from Isaiah 29:13)

Spirit & Truth (It is the combination that effectively 
opens the door to acceptable worship)

Spirit - From the heart, with reverence, humility -
proper attitude.

Truth - Proper form, according to the revealed 
pattern.
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In spirit, i.e., spiritual

In contrast to that which is mostly physical, 
(location, physical temple, fleshly ordinances, etc.) 

A worship was coming that was more in keeping with 
God’s nature! - Fits the context. (vs 24)

"...men must offer a worship corresponding with the nature 
and attributes of God." - J. W. McGarvey

"Since He is Spirit, He must receive spiritual worship" - B.W. 
Johnson

"A pure, a holy, a spiritual worship, therefore, is such as he 
seeks the offering of the soul rather than the formal offering of 
the body - the homage of the heart rather than that of the 
lips." - A. Barnes
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OT - carnal (fleshly) ordinances cf. 
Heb 9:1-10

NT worship geared more to  spiritual 
side of man

A physical structure (tabernacle / 
Temple)

Temple spiritual, Christians - 1 Cor 3:16; 
Eph 2:19-22

Special priesthood, clothing for 
priests

All Christians priests, spiritual sacrifices -
1Pet 2:5,9

Lamp stands, burning incense Prayers sweet incense - Rev 5:8

Instruments of music Melody made in heart - Eph 5:19

Feast days Lord's Supper - 1Cor 10:16-17

Animal and meal sacrifices
Spiritual sacrifices - Heb 13:15; Rom

12:1-2
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The Physical ordinances of the OT were until "the time 
of reformation" (He 9:9-10), i.e., the NT.  

NT worship is more in keeping with the nature of 
God & relates more to the spiritual side of man.

In Truth, i.e., real

More in keeping with the new spiritual reality AS 
OPPOSED TO "SHADOW (SYMBOL)" WORSHIP…

Many elements of worship in the OT were simply a 
shadow or figure of that to come . . .

The Tabernacle was a symbol - Heb 9:8-9
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The Law with its worship was only a shadow of that 
to come - Heb 10:1

Christ is now in the true tabernacle (heaven)- Heb 
9:11-12,24

We should expect the worship in this age, to which the 
shadows in the OT pointed, to be governed by the 
spiritual realities which now exist, and therefore be 
different from that of the shadow.

Hypocrisy & man made - Mat 15:1-9

Ignorance - John 4:22; Acts 17:22-23 

Self imposed - Col. 2:20-23
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To engage in Unauthorized acts - Thus not in truth . . . 
Focused on what people want rather than what God 
wants
To emotionally stimulate an audience by entertaining 
them
An incorrect association between emotionalism and 
spirituality.

John 4:23-24 (NKJV) - 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 


