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Bethesda – Hebrew – meaning “house of mercy, a reservoir (Gr. 
kolumbethra, "a swimming bath") with five porches, close to the sheep-gate 
or market ( Neh. 3:1 ; John 5:2)
Eusebius the historian (A.D. 330) calls it "the sheep-pool." 
It is also called "Bethsaida" and "Beth-zatha" ( John 5:2 , RSV marg.)
It is usually identified with the modern so-called Fountain of the Virgin, in 

the valley of the Kidron, and not far from the Pool of Siloam (q.v.); and also 
with the Birket Israel, a pool near the mouth of the valley which runs into the 
Kidron south of "St. Stephen's Gate.
" Others again identify it with the twin pools called the "Souterrains," under 
the convent of the Sisters of Zion, situated in what must have been the rock-
hewn ditch between Bezetha and the fortress of Antonia. 
But quite recently Schick has discovered a large tank, situated about 100 feet 
north-west of St. Anne's Church, which is, as he contends, very probably the 
Pool of Bethesda.

Question: Was Bethesda a Greek or Hebrew word?
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Whatever, the infirmity was {John does not state 
this} it was a huge disadvantage. 

ἀσθένειαa, ας f: a state of incapacity to do or 
experience something—‘incapacity, weakness, 
limitation.’ [Lou-Nida]

A man who had been afflicted for 38 years with 
some type of physical problem which hindered his 
ability to take care of himself (6,7)
Also there were those who prevented him from 
entering the water (7)

Question: Why had the sick man never 
gotten into the troubled waters first?
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The Jews’ rigid tradition (not the Old Testament) 
taught that if anyone carried anything from a 
public place to a private place on the Sabbath 
intentionally, he deserved death by stoning.
The man does not quibble with these traditionalist 
- he was following the orders of One Who had 
healed Him, for His authority was clearly superior 
to theirs by virtue of His power to heal.

If this was a law of God, then Jesus sinned!

Question: Was it a violation of the Law of Moses 
for the man to carry his bed on the Sabbath?
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John 5:14-15 (NKJV) - 14 Afterward Jesus found 
him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you 
have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come upon you." 

A worse thing - worse sickness? Eternal loss?
We are healed from sin to sin no more -
Romans 6; 1 John 1:7-2:2

By implication, this may be the very reason he 
was in this infirmed state.

Question: What command did Jesus give the 
healed man in the temple?
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Violating the Sabbath and making Himself equal to 
God – which was Blasphemy! - Vrs 18
Jesus points to the continuous work of God as a 
justification for His Sabbath activity. - (Acts 14:17; 1 
Cor 12:6)

Therefore it is not wrong for His Son to do works of 
grace and mercy on The Sabbath. - (Matt.12:11,12)

Jesus did not say “your Father” or “our Father.” His 
opponents did not miss His claim to Deity. - (John 
8:54,58; 10:30-33)

Question: What two sins did the Jews accuse 
Jesus of?
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The scriptures pointed to Jesus, yet they did not 
see Him - (Deut 18:15,18; 1 Pet 1:10,11; Luke 
24:27,44) 
Three things evidenced their lack of love for God 

They rejected the Father’s “Representative.”
They accepted false teachers or prophets. (2 Thess
2:10-12)
They sought approval from men while ignoring the 
will of the only God. They were seeking the wrong 
object: man, not God.

Question: Who does a person have to honor in order 
to honor God? 
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“The hour is coming and now is” - Jesus is clearly 
speaking of spiritual death & life - (3:18,36)

Those who hear the Son of God pass from the 
realm of spiritual death to the realm of 
spiritual life - (Rom 6:13; 8:1; Eph 2:1,5; 
Col.2:12,13)
This is done in our obedience to His commands 
and our active faith in the Word of God.
It is the renewing of the Mind – Romans 12:1-2

Question: What resurrection is under consideration in 
verse 25?
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When Jesus returns – all who are in the grave will 
hear his voice – John 5:28; Matt. 25:31-46; 2 
Thess 1:7-9; 2 Pet 3:10-13!!
Simultaneously raise ALL the dead on the LAST 
DAY - John 5:28,29; 6:39,40,54; 11:24
Judge The World on the last day - Acts 17:30-31; 
Matt. 25:31-32; 2 Cor 5:10; Rev. 20:12; Rom. 
2:16; John 12:48 

Question: Does the Bible teach that there will be a 
thousand years in between the resurrection of the 

righteous and the wicked?
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The thought moves from that of Jesus’ unity with 
the Father to that of the Father’s witness to Jesus.
If He bore witness to Himself, this witness would 
not be accepted - (8:13,14; Deut 19:15; 17:6; 2 
Cor. 13:1; Matt. 18:16; 1 Tim 5:19) 
Jesus points to external evidence that He is the 
Son of God - vs 32

The witness of John the baptizer - 33-35
The works given Him by the Father - 36
The Father Himself bears witness - 37

Question: What is the meaning of verse 31?
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The scriptures pointed to Jesus, yet they did not 
see Him - (Deut 18:15,18; 1 Pet 1:10,11; Luke 
24:27,44) 
They claimed to trust Moses - thinking the Law 
he gave was the source of life - (45)
But in actuality, they did not trust Moses - for 
they did not believe what he wrote, for he 
testified of Christ - (Deut 18:15-19)

By rejecting Jesus, they reject their very source

Question: Give one place where Moses wrote about 
Jesus!


