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The event is said to have taken place at Bethany – today 
the Palestinian town of Al-Eizariya, which translates to 
"the place of Lazarus". 

In John, this is the last of the miracles that Jesus 
performs before the Passion and his own 
resurrection.

Luke 10:38–42 – Jesus in the Home of Mary and 
Martha – Lazarus is only here mentioned in John 
chapter 11 – not to be confused with the beggar 
Lazarus in Luke 16

Question: Had Jesus visited in the home of Mary and 
Martha before?
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This position has changed over the years – as more 
detailed study reveals:

Matthew and Mark date the Bethany feast two days 
before Passover. John says Jesus arrived in Bethany 
six days before Passover, but does not name the feast 
was held that first day. This is not a contradiction.

Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38–42).
This Mary was the same one who later (see John 
12:1–10) poured perfume on the Lord.
And was the one who had wiped His feet with her 
hair.  (Matthew 26:6 -7 & Mark 14:3) --- Feet only 
anointed as a funeral rite in Jewish culture.

Question: Is the Mary of verse 2 the same as the woman 
of Luke 7:37-38?
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The conflict with the religious leaders has already led to 
several attempts by them to take Jesus or to stone Him 
for His statements.

The disciples reaction to the decision to go to 
Judea – is a knee jerk reaction!
Jesus, like in His final week journey, recognizes 
that this is part of the will of God – something 
the disciples don’t see. Thus, the narrative of 
the work in daylight and night time.

Thomas’ faith – is “Well, we might as well go with 
Him and Die!” – a huge difference from John 20.

Question: When Jesus said, “Let us go into Judea again,” 
how did the disciples react and why?
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The disciples of Jesus could not see the Will of God – for 
various reasons.

Here Jesus uses the figure of walking in the night 
and stumbling.

Lack of knowledge or insight of God’s Will 
caused the disciples to not see or look at the 
whole picture.

It is easier for us today since we have the whole 
narrative and have the 20/20 vision of hindsight, 
something they did not have.

Question: What lesson did Jesus intend from the figure in 
verses 9 and 10?
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The good confession of 1 Timothy 6:13 mentions Jesus 
statement before Pilate.

This would refer to the statement concerning 
His Kingship – John 18 cf. 1 Tim 6:15

John 11:27 (NKJV) - 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is to come into the world.”

Martha gave a great confession of faith in Christ. 
(11:27)
The same statement made by Peter in Matthew 
16:16-17

Question: Did Martha “make the good confession”?
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They, thought she was headed to the tomb.
This was and is the common practice of profession mourners to 
accompany the family or relatives.
In South Africa, you can pay someone to cry and threaten to jump 
into the grave, if you are so inclined; of course, they charge more for 
that.
Having paid mourners is an ancient tradition and has been found in 
many societies. It can also be found in the Old and New Testaments. 
For example, 2 Samuel 14 says, “…and fetched thence a wise woman, 
and said unto her, I pray thee, feign thyself to be a mourner, and put 
on now mourning apparel, and anoint not thyself with oil but as a 
woman that had a long time mourned the dead." The practice of 
having paid mourners is believed to have begun in China and the 
Middle East, but it was also found in ancient Egypt and Rome. 

Question: When Mary left the house, where did the Jews 
who comforted her think she was going?
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For many of the Jews, this miracle was clear proof of Jesus’ claim. - 11:45-47 -
But others were only hardened and reported what had happened. 

A man who has prejudice in his heart will not see the good in anything that 
one does. - In The God Delusion, Richard Dawkins, outspoken atheist, writes 
that, in principle, the question of whether or not Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead has a strictly scientific answer, whether or not that answer can be 
discovered in practice.  In 2013, Dawkins wrote that Jesus did not raise 
Lazarus from the dead.  In the 19th century, agnostic speaker Robert G. 
Ingersoll wrote that, if Lazarus had in fact died, potentially participating in 
an afterlife, and then subsequently had been resurrected, the experiences 
Lazarus could have shared with others would likely have been more 
interesting than everything else in the New Testament, would have drawn 
widespread attention to Lazarus during his lifetime and might have made 
him less afraid than others that did not have his experience when Lazarus 
approached death for a second time.

Question: Who reported to the Pharisees the resurrection 
of Lazarus?
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This miraculous sign was so significant that the chief 
priests & the Pharisees had to call an emergency session 
of the Sanhedrin – cf. John 11:47-53

INSTEAD of embracing the Claims of Jesus – they 
embrace ROME!

The dilemma they had to deal with is the popularity of 
Jesus would be a direct threat to their position granted 
to them by Rome.

They saw Rome’s wrath coming against them and the 
destruction of the nation if Jesus was allowed to 
remain alive and His popularity continued to rise.

Question: What was the dilemma discussed by the 
Pharisees in their council?
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The prophecy is that Jesus would die for the nation and 
not only for the nation but would gather together in 
ONE BODY the children of God.

This is ironic as Jesus had already mentioned in 
John 10 that the sheep fold would encompass 
both Jew and Gentiles. ---- the “other sheep”.
This reminds us of Matthew 1:21 – statement 
with regards to His name “Jesus”, and the great 
commission given in Matthew 28:19 and Mark 
16:16.

Question: What prophecy did Caiaphas make?
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The religious leaders wondered whether Jesus would 
attend the feast and sought Him ….vrs 56

This was a requirement of the Jewish men, so if 
Jesus was to be without sin He would be 
present.

The religious leaders were looking for the 
opportunity to carry out the decision they had 
made at the feast of Dedication – John 10:53.

It is interesting that they command that 
neighbor turn in neighbor – vrs 57

Question: What attitudes were present when the Jews’ 
passover was at hand?


