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Jesus is teaching in the temple courts & “all the people” 
gathered to hear Him. (8:1,2; cf. Luke 21:37,38)

Jesus sitting to teach is found often – Matt. 5:1; 23:2; 
Mark 9:35) – it was a practice in the synagogue –to 
stand while reading the Word of God.

The Scribes & Pharisees interrupt Him . . .
They set a woman before Jesus that had been caught 
in the very act of adultery - 8:3,4
From this it would indicate that yes there were 
witnesses to her sin.
Where was the man? - Lev 20:10, Deut 22:22

Question: Did the woman taken in adultery 
have any witnesses to her sin?



5/29/2020

3

John 8:10 -11 (NKJV) - 10 When Jesus had raised Himself 
up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, 
"Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no 
one condemned you?“

They depart, “being convicted by their conscience,” 
leaving the woman there alone with Jesus - 8:9

Remember Jesus said – “He who is without 
sin…” – Jesus knowing their hearts, seeing their 
motives and recognizing their hypocrisy knew 
no one would be able to cast a stone at her.

Question: Did any testify against the 
adulterous woman?
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Since the witnesses & accusers left, the legal case 
against the woman was dropped - 8:10,11
Jesus' words again reveal Him as the Master 
Teacher. 

He rebuked her sin but He gave the woman 
hope for a new life.

This text gives no credence to the idea that we may 
take a flippant attitude towards God’s law - (cf. 
Deut 6:24; 10:13; Psalms 19:7-11; Rom 7:12)

Question: Did Jesus condemn her? Why?
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The TECHNICALITY of the LAW! – vrs 13
Since He appeared as His own witness, they said His 
testimony was not valid. The Law required two witnesses 
to establish a fact in capital offenses (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; 
John 8:17).

Their objection was according to the rules of evidence 
among the rabbis & the Law

In John 5:31 Jesus acknowledged this technical need of 
further witness outside of his own claims (19–30) and 
proceeded to give it in the testimony of the baptist, of 
the Father, of His works, of the Scriptures, and of Moses 
in particular. - (32–47) – in this case The Father is witness

Question: Who bore witness with Jesus of His 
teaching?



5/29/2020

6

The religious leaders who refused to judge Him 
righteously.
With Jesus’ statements about HIS FATHER – Him being 
from above and they being from below -

The Pharisees asked Him, Where is Your Father? Was 
He talking about God, or His human father? 
Their ignorance of Jesus showed their ignorance of 
God, for Jesus is the Revelation of the Father (cf. 
1:14, 18; 14:7, 9).

This is true today as well – those who are of the WORLD 
(guided by Satan) do not understand the things which 
are SPIRITUAL IN NATURE.

Question: Who did Jesus say was of the world?
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The CROSS  - Vrs 28 as in John 3:13-15

Everything that is tied to the Cross is here under 
consideration:

His Death by Cruel Hands – yet compassionate 
in Forgiveness.
The darkness, the splitting of the veil in the 
temple, the opening of the graves.
His burial – a fulfillment of prophecy
His resurrection – the ultimate proof of His 
Father’s acceptance.
Ascension and the giving of the Holy Spirit

Question: When did Jesus say they would “know 
that I am he”?
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YES - Vrs 33-36 – They did not grasp that the Freedom 
Jesus was speaking of was Spiritual:

Their response indicates they had not grasped 
Christ’s message.

Even though they were currently under Rome’s control -
They insisted that as Abraham’s descendants they were 
free men. 

How could Jesus free them when they were not 
slaves? They had no sense of their bondage to sin.

Vrs 34 -More oppressive than any kind of  physical 
slavery is the spiritual slavery that comes from being a 
sinner! - Rom 7:5-8:3

Question: Were the Jews in bondage in any way?
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JESUS acknowledges their earthly heritage - Vrs 38-
39 - Physically, the Jews were the descendants of 
Abraham. 

Yet this same crowd was seeking to kill Jesus, 
Abraham’s true Son, thus showing they were 
not Abraham’s spiritual descendants (cf. Rom. 
2:28–29; 9:6, 8; Gal. 3:16,29).
Jesus spoke what He had seen in the Father’s 
presence (cf. v. 28). 

His words are God’s truth - But they listened to 
their actual father (Satan; v. 44; 2 Thess 2:10-12) 

Question: Who did Jesus say was their father?
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Question: How did Jesus escape their stoning Him?
The Jews failed to see this in their blind hatred .  

THEIR REACTION TO JESUS’ TEACHING….

This truly identifies whose children they really are!
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YES - Vrs 31 - Abiding in Jesus’ word - The real test of true 
discipleship - 6:66–71; 15:4–9; Matt. 24:13. Acts 13:43; 
14:22; 26:22; Rom. 2:7; 11:22; Col. 1:23; 1 Tim. 2:15; 
4:16; 2 Tim. 3:14; Heb. 3:14; 4:11; 8:9; 10:38,39; James 
1:25; 1 Jno. 2:19, 24
Vrs 32 - This knowledge of “THE TRUTH shall make you 
free”

Free from the bondage of sin - Isa. 61:1; Rom. 6:14–
18,22; 8:2,15; Gal. 5:1,13; 2 Tim. 2:25, 26. James 1:25.
This freedom is found only when we listen to Jesus’ 
words & put them into practice - James 1:21,22

Question: Were those who believed on Him made 
free? Why?


