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The Woman taken in adultery, vv. 1-11. 

Jesus declares Himself the light of the world, v. 12. 

The Pharisees Strawman Argument - v. 13. 

Jesus answers, and shows His authority, vv. 14-20. 

He convicts them of sin, vv. 21-24. 

They question Him; He answers, foretelling His 
death, vv. 25-29. 

Many believe on Him, v. 30-32.
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The Jews argue the nobility and advantages 
of their birth, v. 33. 

Jesus shows the vanity of their pretensions, 
and the wickedness of their hearts, vv. 34-47. 

They blaspheme, and Christ convicts and 
reproves them, and asserting His Divine 
nature, vv. 48-58. 

They attempt to stone Him, v. 59.
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As earlier in John’s Gospel – Chapter 5:3b-4 ; 7:53; Chapter 
8 has 11 verses that fall into the textual criticism category.
Manuscript Evidence for 7:53-8:11 being originally a part of 
this section of John is lacking.
There is evidence that it existed in this place prior to the 
4th Century, yet no Mss this early contains it.
This text appears at the end of John in some Mss, and in 
one it appears in Luke.
The consensus is that it is a true account but it’s placement 
is questioned. ---- Manuscript evidence -
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_and_the_woman_taken
_in_adultery

http://en.wikipedia.org/
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John 8:1-11 (NKJV) 

1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Now 

early in the morning He came again into the 

temple, and all the people came to Him; and He 

sat down and taught them. 3 Then the scribes 

and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught 

in adultery. And when they had set her in the 

midst, 4 they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman 

was caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now 

Moses, in the law, commanded us that such 

should be stoned. But what do You say?" 
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Jesus is teaching in the temple courts & “all the 
people” gathered to hear Him. (8:1,2; cf. Luke 
21:37,38)

Jesus sitting to teach is found often – Matt. 5:1; 
23:2; Mark 9:35) – it was a practice in the 
synagogue –to stand while reading the Word of 
God.

The Scribes & Pharisees interrupt Him . . .

They set a woman before Jesus that had been 
caught in the act of adultery - 8:3,4
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They inform Jesus of what the Law demanded be 
done - 8:5; Lev 20:10, Deut 22:22.

We are informed of their true motives “testing 
Him, that they might have something of which 
to accuse Him.” - 8:6

They attempted to place Jesus between a rock & a 
hard place, against the Romans or against the Law.

Where was the man? - Lev 20:10, Deut 22:22 

Why were they (both the man and woman) not 
taken to the proper authorities?
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Must have at least two witnesses & they were to 
cast the first stones - Deut 13:9ff

But Jesus, knowing their hearts does not fall into their 
trap: vrs 7-9

What did Jesus write - 8:6b
Their persistence - 8:7

Jesus raised up & said “He who is without sin 
among you, let him throw a stone at her first”  -
8:7; Deut 17:7
Jesus was striking at precisely the same point that 
Paul drove home to hard-hearted, hypocritical 
Jews in Rome - (Romans 2:1,22)
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Again He stooped down to write - 8:8. 

He would have no part of their game - if they 
were going to act contrary to Rome, or if they 
were going to unlawfully put her to death - they 
would be accountable. 

They depart, “being convicted by their 
conscience,” leaving the woman there alone with 
Jesus - 8:9

NOTE – WHAT FOLLOWS THIS ENCOUNTER….
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John 8:10 -11 (NKJV) 
10 When Jesus had raised Himself up 

and saw no one but the woman, He 

said to her, "Woman, where are those 

accusers of yours? Has no one 

condemned you?"11 She said, "No 

one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, 

"Neither do I condemn you; go and sin 

no more." 
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Since the witnesses & accusers left, the legal 
case against the woman was dropped - 8:10,11

Jesus' words again reveal Him as the Master 
Teacher. 

He rebuked her sin but He gave the woman 
hope for a new life.

This text gives no credence to the idea that we 
may take a flippant attitude towards God’s law 
- (cf. Deut 6:24; 10:13; Psalms 19:7-11; Rom 
7:12)
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The scribes and Pharisees were trying to catch 
Jesus in a trap. 

Yet Jesus, as was so often the case (e.g., 
Matthew 21:23-27), “turned the tables” on His 
accusers and caught them in a trap instead! 

At the same time, He demonstrated a deep and 
abiding respect for the law that He (being Deity) 
and His Father had authored.

In all that Jesus did while on earth, He kept the 
Law perfectly – doing the Will of the Father.
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This discourse continues Jesus’ public teaching in 
the temple area - (in the treasury, vs. 20). 

How fitting that during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, when the large lamps were 
burning, Jesus … said, I am the Light of the 
world (cf. 1:4-9; 9:5; 12:35,46; Isa 42:6,7; 49:6; 
Matt. 4:14-16). 

The world is in darkness, a symbol of evil, sin, and 
ignorance (Isa. 9:2; Matt. 4:16; John 3:19).
“Light” in the Bible is a symbol of God and His 
holiness & truth (Acts 9:3; 1 John 1:5). 
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DON’T MISS THIS FACT/POINT - Jesus is “the 
Light,” not merely a light or another light, He is the 
only “true Light” (Jn 1:9)
When Jesus said, Whoever follows Me, He meant 
whoever believes & obeys Him (cf. 10:4–5, 27; 
12:26; 21:19–20, 22; Luke 6:46). 
A true believer does NOT walk in darkness, i.e., he 
will not live in it (cf. 12:46; 1 John 1:6–7). 
An obedient believer doesn’t remain in the realm 
of evil & ignorance (12:46) for he has Christ as his 
Light & salvation (cf. Psa. 36:9).
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The TECHNICALITY of the LAW! – vrs 13
Since He appeared as His own witness, they said His 
testimony was not valid. The Law required two 
witnesses to establish a fact in capital offenses 
(Deut. 17:6; 19:15; John 8:17).

Their objection was according to the rules of 
evidence among the rabbis & the Law

In John 5:31 Jesus acknowledged this technical need of 
further witness outside of his own claims (19–30) and 
proceeded to give it in the testimony of the baptist, of the 
Father, of His works, of the Scriptures, and of Moses in 
particular. - (32–47) 
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Vrs 14 - Jesus was competent to give a true 
witness of Himself because as God (Deity) - He has 
a comprehensive knowledge of His origin and 
destiny (cf 7:29). 

In spite of what the Pharisees thought they 
knew about Jesus, they were ignorant of His 
heavenly origin & destiny - thus invalid judges 
of Him. (cf. 7:28,33–34)

The Pharisees judgment was limited by superficial, 
incomplete knowledge. - By contrast, Jesus did not 
come to judge, but to save (3:17). 
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When Christ does judge, He executes the 
Father’s will according to truth & in 
righteousness - (cf. 5:27,45; 12:48; Acts 
17:30,31). 

Jesus’ judgment was true because of His 
unique union with the Father. (8:16)

Vrs 17-18 - In your law - Deut. 17:6; 19:15.
They claimed possession of the law (7:49) and 
so Jesus takes this turn, to answer the charge 
of a single witness in verse 13. -
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This combined witness of two is not true just 
because they agree, unless true in fact. But if 
they disagree, the testimony falls to the ground. 

Many false witnesses were brought against 
Jesus at His trial – but that did not mean tho’ 
in agreement with each other – their 
testimony was true!

Vrs 18 - The Father & the Son meet the 
requirement of two Witnesses. (cf. 1 Jn 5:9)
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The Father sent Jesus and authenticated Him 
by the signs (miracles) He performed. (5:37; 
Heb. 2:4; 1 Jn. 5:6–12 ; Acts 2:22).

The Law, Moses & John the baptizer testified 
of Jesus, but the Pharisees rejected every 
piece of evidence supporting Jesus’ claim -
(5:31-40)

Vrs 19 - Jesus’ teaching on God as His Father was 
unique (cf. 5:18), and the Jews were puzzled by 
His familiar way of talking about Him. 
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The Pharisees asked Him, Where is Your 
Father? Was He talking about God, or His 
human father? 

Their ignorance of Jesus showed their 
ignorance of God, for Jesus is the Revelation 
of the Father (cf. 1:14, 18; 14:7, 9).

Vrs 20 - This was probably in the women’s court 
(cf. Mark 12:41–42). 

Jesus went there and instructed the people.
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Even tho’ in public - no one seized (piazō, 
“arrested”) Him (cf. John 7:30, 32, 44, 10:39) 
because, as John repeatedly pointed out, Jesus 
was working on God’s time schedule to 
accomplish the Father’s will (cf. 2:4; 7:6, 30; 
12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1)

Vrs 30 - In spite of widespread unbelief and official 
rejection, the ministry of Jesus did bring many to 
faith (cf. 7:31). 

Yet this faith would need to be tested and 
refined - (31,32)
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Vrs 31 - Abiding in Jesus’ word - The real test of 
true discipleship - 6:66–71; 15:4–9; Matt. 24:13. 
Acts 13:43; 14:22; 26:22; Rom. 2:7; 11:22; Col. 
1:23; 1 Tim. 2:15; 4:16; 2 Tim. 3:14; Heb. 3:14; 
4:11; 8:9; 10:38,39; James 1:25; 1 Jno. 2:19, 24

Their knowledge of Him was incomplete & their 
faith untested - Would they still be disciples 
when they understood what it cost? - Luke 
9:23-26, 57-62; 18:18-23

Vrs 32 - This knowledge of “THE TRUTH shall make 
you free”
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Free from the bondage of sin - Isa. 61:1; Rom. 
6:14–18,22; 8:2,15; Gal. 5:1,13; 2 Tin. 2:25, 26. 
James 1:25.

This freedom is found only when we listen to 
Jesus’ words & put them into practice - James 
1:21,22

Vrs 33-36 – They did not grasp that the Freedom 
Jesus was speaking of was Spiritual:

Their response indicates they had not grasped 
Christ’s message.
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Even though they were currently under 
Rome’s control - They insisted that as 
Abraham’s descendants they were free men. 

How could Jesus free them when they were 
not slaves? They had no sense of their 
bondage to sin.

Vrs 34 -More oppressive than any kind of  
physical slavery is the spiritual slavery that 
comes from being a sinner! - Rom 7:5-8:3
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Sin is personified as a cruel master. Paul used 
the same illustration (Rom. 6:15–23; Rom. 7; 
Gal 3:10-14) - (Compare 1 Jn 1:5-10; 3:4-9).

The Son makes free - Rom 8; Gal 3:26-4:7

Jesus is the true Son and seed of Abraham (Gal. 
3:16). 

He remains in the house and is over it (Heb. 
3:6). 

People can become truly free by becoming sons 
of God by faith in Christ, the Son (Rom 8; Gal 
3:26-4:7)
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Vrs 38-39 - Physically, the Jews were the 
descendants of Abraham. 

Yet this same crowd was seeking to kill Jesus, 
Abraham’s true Son, thus showing they were 
not Abraham’s spiritual descendants (cf. Rom. 
2:28–29; 9:6, 8; Gal. 3:16,29).

Jesus spoke what He had seen in the Father’s 
presence (cf. v. 28). 

His words are God’s truth - But they listened to 
their actual father (Satan; v. 44; 2 Thes 2:10-12) 
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Vrs 39 -The Jews claimed Abraham as their 
spiritual father. (39)

John the baptist had earlier warned the Jews 
against the danger of trusting in their 
Abrahamic lineage (Luke 3:8).

They were rejecting the heavenly Messenger and 
seeking to kill the One who told them God’s Word.

Abraham did not do that; he was obedient to 
God’s commands (39,40; cf. Gen. 12:1–9; 15:6; 
22:1–19).
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Vrs 41-42 -They were not an illegitimate race, 
pretending only to be God’s people, but were 
descended from His own chosen Abraham.

This they said as a proud boast. Jesus had 
admitted that they were physical (Deut. 23:2) 
descendants of Abraham (37), but now denies 
that they are spiritual children of Abraham (like 
Paul in Rom. 9:7,8).

Again, if they loved the Father, they would love His 
representative. WHY WOULD THEY NOT LISTEN? 
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Vrs 44 - “You are of your father the devil, and the 
desires of your father you want to do.” - (cf. Gen. 
3:4, 13; John 7:17; 1 John 3:8, 10–15.)

They had been deceived by the devil, believed 
the devil, therefore could not receive the truth -
44,45; (cf. 2 Thess. 2:10-12) – NO DIFFERENT 
TODAY!

They were not of God - 46,47; (cf. 5:38-47; 
6:44,45)
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Vrs 48 - They accuse Jesus of being a Samaritan & 
having a demon - 48; (cf. 7:12b,20; 10:20; Mat 
12:24)

Jesus denies the accusation - He was not 
seeking self-exaltation but to honor His Father. -
49,50

Those who keep Jesus’ words will never see death 
- 51; (cf. 3:15, 16; 5:24; 6:50; 11:25, 26)

Jesus again accused of having a demon because of 
His claim - 52

-
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The Jews failed to see this in their blind hatred .   
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The Jews failed to see this in their blind hatred .   
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The Jews failed to see this in their blind hatred .   
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The Jews failed to see this in their blind hatred .  

THEIR REACTION TO JESUS’ TEACHING….

This truly identifies whose children they really are!


