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THIS CHAPTER CAN BE 
DIVIDED INTO:

Jesus’ appearance 
by the lake (21:1–
14)

Jesus’ reinstating 
of Peter (21:15–
23).

The colophon 
(21:24–25).



9/27/2020

3

The Sea of Tiberias is another name for the Sea of 
Galilee - 21:1; 6:1

An angel had promised that Jesus would meet 
with His disciples in Galilee (Mark 16:7; Matt. 
28:7, 16).

Peter decides he is going fishing - six others went 
with him –

These seven (Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the 
sons of Zebedee, [Matt. 4:21], and two others). 
We do not know who the “two others of his 
disciples” were. (21:2,3)
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That night they caught nothing, 

Vrs 4 - But when the morning had now come, 
(21:3,4) [γινομένης, is coming. Rev., when day 
was now breaking. (Vincent WS)]

“Jesus came to the beach and stood there.” - They 
see Him but do not recognize Him - Jesus inquires 
about their success -

He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side 
of the boat, and you will find some.” - cf (Luke 
5:1–11) 
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Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” - John quickly recognizes 
that it is the Lord, (21:7; see cf Jn 20:8),

“when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 
he put on his outer garment (for he had 
removed it) …” 

Peter immediately puts on his fisher’s 

coat (ἐπενδύτην (ep-en-doo'-tace)- An 

upper garment or blouse), jumps into the 

water, and apparently swims to Jesus.-

(21:7)
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But the other disciples came in the little boat -
(Two hundred cubits. A little over a hundred 
yards). (vrs 8)

Mention of the large fish, 153 in all, has given rise 
to all kinds of allegorical and symbolic 
interpretations. 

A lesson here is that great blessing comes to 
one’ when he follows the Lord’s will. (vrs 11)

When Jesus invited them to eat with Him, none of 
them asked who He was for they knew it was the 
Lord. (vrs 12)
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The Lord - “… took the bread and gave it to them, and 
likewise the fish.” - (vrs 12) - Their meal

together 

Years later in his preaching Peter 

speaks of eating & drinking with Jesus after

His resurrection - (Acts 10:41). 

The third time - (vrs 14) - The third appearance to the 
apostles, which John narrated (cf. John 20:19, 24). 

[There were 4 other appearances (to Mary 
Magdalene, to the women, to the two on the way 
to Emmaus, to Peter).
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The Lord -

APPEARANCE SCRIPTURE

1. Mary Magdalene John 20:11-18; Mark 16:9-11

2. To The Other Women Matthew 28:9-10

3. Cleopas & Companion on Road To Emmaus Luke 24:13-25; Mark 16:12-13

4. Simon Peter Luke 24:33-35 ; 1 Corinthians 15:5

5. Disciples with exception of Thomas John 20:19-23; Luke 24:36-43; Mark 16:14

6. Disciples with Thomas (1 Week Later) John 20:24-29

7. Seven Disciples at Sea of Tiberius John 21:1-14

8. On a Mountain (Great Commission) Matthew 28:16-20

9. 500 Brethren at once 1 Corinthians 15:6

10. James 1 Corinthians 15:7

11. All of the Apostles 1 Corinthians 15:7; Acts 1:4-12; Lk 24:50-

51

12. Saul of Tarsus (Later known as Paul) 1 Corinthians 15:8; Acts 9:3-7; 22 ; 26
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John 21:15 (NKJV) 

15 “Simon, son of 

Jonah, do you love 

Me more than 

these?”
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Earlier in John’s narrative - Peter had denied Jesus 
3 times beside a fire (18:18, 25).

Simon Son of John, (1:42). 

Jesus asked him, Do you truly love Me more 
than these? (vrs 15)

What did Jesus mean by “these”? 

Jesus probably was referring to the disciples, in 
light of Peter’s proud statement that he never 
would fall away no matter what others did 
(Matt. 26:33, 35; Luke 22:33; John 13:37).
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Jesus’ threefold question and threefold 
commission of apostolic mission contrast directly 
with Peter’s three denials. 

Three times Peter said he did not even know 
the Lord (18:17, 25, 27); now three times he 
said he loved the Lord (21:15–17). 

Three times Jesus tells Peter to care for the flock: 
Catholics assume this asserts Peter’s primacy, but 
such is foreign to the passage & broader context -
(cf. Matthew 16:1; 1 Peter 5:2).
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In Jesus’ three questions of love (Agapao, Agapao, and 
Phileo) = Peter’s response always Phileo.

And His three commands of duty (bosko, “Feed My 
lambs (Arnion); (vrs. 15);”; Poimaino {Shepherd –
NASV}, “Take care of My sheep (Probaton) (vrs. 16);”; 
bosko – Feed (Tend NASV) My sheep (vrs. 17) various 
Greek synonyms are used. 

Since it is difficult to see any consistent distinctions 
that John intended, most scholars see these as 
stylistic variations.

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?”
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Peter was grieved because He said to him the 
third time, “Do you love Me?”

“This was the Physician’s deepest incision into 
the wound, bringing up before his view, of his 
“thrice denying that he knew Him,” … But this 
accomplished, the painful dialogue concludes 
with a delightful “Feed My sheep”  [JFB]

when … old thou shalt stretch forth thine hands—
to be bound for execution - There is a very early 
tradition that Peter’s death was by crucifixion 
upside down.
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John 21:18 (NKJV) 

18 “… when you are old, 

you will stretch out your 

hands, and another will 

gird you and carry you 

where you do not wish.”
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Vrs 19. - This spake he, signifying by what death he 
should glorify God— this prediction was intended to 
follow up his triple restoration:—“Yes, Simon, you shall 
not only feed My lambs, and feed My sheep, but will 
be counted worthy to die for Me”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom 
Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His 
breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one 
who betrays You?” 21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, 
“But Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? 
You follow Me.” 
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Peter, having been informed about his life & 
eventual end, wondered what the future held 
for his friend John, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. (vrs 20,21)

Jesus sharply rebuked Peter - He was to mind his 
own affairs. 

Vrs 22 - Accordingly, in “follow thou Me,” the 
word “thou” is emphatic. 

Some are easily distracted by their concerns for 
what others are doing or are not doing … we need 
to focus on ourselves! 
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Vrs 23 --- Then this saying went out among the 
brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus 
did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I 
will that he remain till I come, what is that to 
you?” 24 This is the disciple who testifies of these 
things, and wrote these things; and we know that 
his testimony is true. 

25 And there are also many other things that Jesus 
did, which if they were written one by one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that would be written. Amen.
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John here is affirming that his testimony is true –
therefore he is truthful and thus the testimony credible.

Next John affirms that the choice of 7 miracles –
(John 20:30) - was from a selection of a huge amount 
of evidence.

The aim of John achieved (saving belief) – John 20:31 
– tho only a small glimpse into the life of Jesus, it is 
sufficient to accomplish its purpose. 

Vrs 22 – “follow thou me” – John shows what belief is, 
challenges all to individually take this evidence, and take 
individual responsibility as to what is done with it.
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The Word Has Been Confirmed. John 
20:30-31

Faith Comes by Hearing. Romans 10:17

Who Has Believed? Romans 10:16; 2 
Thess. 1:6-9

Those who: Repent - Acts 17:30; Confess 
- Acts 8:37; & Are baptized - Mk 16:16; 
Acts 2:28


