
9/23/2020

1



9/23/2020

2

Mary Magdalene and other women (cf. we 
in John 20:2) came to the tomb.

Matt. 28:1
Mark 16:1,9
Luke 24:10

When identifying the women who went to the 
tomb John mentions Mary Magdalene, Matthew 
mentions Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 
while Mark lists Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome. 

Question: Were there other women who came to the tomb 
with Mary Magdalene? 
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The tomb had been sealed with a large rock stone 
as a door (Mark 16:3–4) and had been sealed by 
the authority of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate 
(Matt. 27:65–66). 

The women were amazed to see an open and 
apparently empty tomb.  The stoned rolled 
away is estimated to be around 2 and 2.5 tons. 
Placed in a channel to roll downhill.

Matthew says an earthquake occurred as the Angel 
decended and rolled away the stone. Matt. 28:2

Question: According to Matthew, what accounts for the 
stone being rolled away?
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They ran and told Peter (20:2) and the 
beloved disciple (cf. John 19:26) that a 
terrible thing had occurred.

They assumed that grave robbers had 
desecrated the tomb, (Jn 20:2)
Peter and John (the writer of this Gospel) 
are the first two to receive the 
information of the empty tomb.

Question: To whom did Mary Magdalene immediately 
report the empty tomb?
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Jesus’ first resurrection appearance was to 
Mary of Magdala, (Mark 16:9), out of whom 
He had cast seven demons (Luke 8:2). 

The disciples returned to their homes 
while Mary remained outside the tomb 
crying. (10,11)

Mary looked into the tomb and saw two 
individuals who were angels - (12)

Question: When and where did Mary Magdalene see the 
two angels?
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Vrs 13 - Then they said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” 

She said to them, “Because they have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him.” 
The gospel record that they thought the 
body had been moved, grave robbers had 
taken it and the religious leaders claimed 
the disciples stole it.

Question: What answer did Mary give to the angels’ 
question, “Why weepest thou?” 



9/23/2020

7

She thought he was the gardener.
This would be the care taker of the burial 
grounds today.
What convinces her that it was not the gardener 
is the usage of her name….”Mary”.

A gardener, especially since this was not her 
burial grounds, would not know her name.

It is also possible the inflection in Jesus’ voice 
would have been clearly noticed by Mary.

Question: When Mary first saw Jesus after His 
resurrection, whom did she suppose he was?
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Thinking Jesus to be the gardener – Mary stated:
Vrs 15 - “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me 
where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 
Her statement here shows that as John stated – as 
of yet they did not know the scriptures – only in 
Luke 24:45-46 (NKJV) - 45 And He opened their 
understanding, that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,

Question: What did Mary first think as to why the tomb 
was empty?



9/23/2020

9

John 20:19 (NKJV) - 19 Then, the same day at 
evening, being the first day of the week…
When therefore it was evening on that day (

). Genitive absolute with (opsio, late), old 
word with (hour) understood and here for the time from six to 
nine ( 1 Corinthians 6:16 ) and the locative case of time with 
(day). John often uses this note of time (1 Corinthians 1:39 ; 1 
Corinthians 5:9 ; 1 Corinthians 11:53 ; 1 Corinthians 14:20 ; 1 
Corinthians 16:23 1 Corinthians 16:26 ). The addition of 

(see 1 Corinthians 20:1 for this use of ) 
proves that John is using Roman time, not Jewish, for here evening 
follows day instead of preceding it. (Robertson’s Word Pictures)

Question: Was the appearance of Jesus in verse 19 after 
sunset? (cf. Mk. 4:35). 
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Seeing the wounds in His pierced hands and 
side, they were overjoyed (though at first 
they were frightened, [Luke 24:37–44])

Like Thomas the disciples did not believe 
the accounts of the resurrection of Jesus -
– cf Mark 16:14 
Luke records that they were to “handle 
him.”

Question: When Jesus appeared unto the disciples in 
Jerusalem, what did He show unto them?



9/23/2020

11

John 20:31
31 But these are written, that ye 

might believe ……..believing ye might 
have life through his name. 
The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769.

• The Noun – Faith of Belief is not found 
in the book.

• The VERB (action words) is found 
some 99 times and is A KEY WORD.

Question: What primary reason did John give for writing 
“this book”?
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John 20:31
31 “…. life through his name.” 

The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

• Another KEY WORD of the 
gospel.

• In the signs are the revelation or 

manifestation of God.
• In belief is the reaction.

• In life is the result.
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John 20:30-31
“And many other signs truly did 

Jesus in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written 

in this book:”
The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 

1769.

A SELECTIVE GOSPEL
• “THE PURPOSE IS NOT TO RESTATE 

OR ACCOUNT THAT WHICH HAS 
ALREADY BEEN WRITTEN.”
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John 20:30-31
Vrs 31 --- “But these are written, 

that ye might believe….” 
The King James Version, 

(Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

AN APOLOGETIC GOSPEL
• The same thought is stated 

by Peter in 1 Peter 3:15.
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John 20:30-31
“….. believe…{WHAT}.. that Jesus is 

the Christ ….” 
The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769.

AN INTERPRETIVE GOSPEL
• It is not just enough to belief in
Jesus that He was born or lived –
John’s writing was to make sure
every reader knew He Was the
Christ.
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John 20:30-31

“…., the Son of God;….” 
The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769.

A DEFINITIVE GOSPEL

• This is the very foundation of our 
Faith!

• Matthew 16:18 --- “.. Upon this 
rock….”
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John 20:30-31

“… and that believing ye might have 
life through his name.” 

The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769.

AN EFFECTIVE GOSPEL
• This is the whole purpose of God’s 

Scheme of Redemption.


