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The Son of God is crucified

- “Now from the sixth hour until the 

ninth hour there was darkness over 

all the land” - (Matt. 27:45).

He cries out with a loud voice - “It is 

finished!” And bowing His head, He 

gave up His spirit. - Jesus had 

fulfilled, i.e., “Finished” His Father’s 

work – John 19:30
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This is Important to NOTE:

The burial of Jesus is part of the gospel (“He was 
buried,” 1 Cor. 15:4; Rom 6:16,17).

19:38–39. Joseph of Arimathea [who was rich (Matt. 
27:57) and was waiting for the kingdom (Mark 15:43)], 
got permission to bury Jesus’ body along with 
Nicodemus; (cf. 3:1; 7:51). About 75 pounds of myrrh 
and aloes was used in preparing the body for burial.

19:40–42. Because it was almost the Sabbath (which 
began at sundown) the burial had to take place quickly.

Jesus’ body was placed in a new tomb in a private 
garden, not in a cemetery -
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This is Important to NOTE:

John states it was placed there “for it was nearby” -
19:42. 

Matthew tells us it was Joseph’s “own new tomb he 
had cut from the rock” (Matt. 27:60). 

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah, the suffering 
Servant, though despised and rejected by men, 
would be with the rich in His death (Isa. 53:9).

It is important to understand that the events of 
Chapter 20 are dependent on the understanding of 
these basic facts concerning His Burial – there could 
be no mistake that the Tomb WAS EMPTY!
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The Jefferson Bible ends with Jesus on the Cross and In the 
tomb – but John’s Gospel comes to a conclusion with a 
proclamation of Jesus’ victory over death (chap. 20) followed 
by an epilogue (chap. 21). 

Each Gospel writer stressed certain aspects of the events. 

There are differences in the accounts - but no 
contradictions.

John begins as the other accounts - “Now the first day of the 
week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early” – John 20:1; 
Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1

The first day of the week, our Sunday (τῇ μιᾷ τῶν σαββάτων
[tēi de miāi tōn sabbatōn])
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The Hebrew idiom, day one of the week. cf Matt. 28:1; 
Luke 4:31; Acts 20:7.

Mary Magdalene and other women (cf. we in John 20:2) 
came to the tomb. -(Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1,9; Luke 24:10) 

She had been an observer at the cross and now was 
the first person at the grave. Cf John 19:25

The tomb had been sealed with a large rock stone as a 
door (Mark 16:3–4) and had been sealed by the authority 
of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate (Matt. 27:65–66). 

The women were amazed to see an open and apparently 
empty tomb. The stoned rolled away is estimated to be 
around 2 and 2.5 tons. Placed in a channel to roll downhill.
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They ran and told Peter and the beloved disciple (cf. 
John 19:26) that a terrible thing had occurred.

They assumed that grave robbers had desecrated 
the tomb, (Jn 20:2)

Vrs 5 - John beats Peter to the tomb and looks in but 
does not enter –

John saw the grave clothes. - vs 5

When Peter arrived, he rushed in and saw (theōrei, 
“beheld attentively”) the grave clothes & the “face 
cloth” – vrs 5-7

Once again we see the impulsive nature of Peter –
rushing in on a “possible crime scene.”
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John the enters & sees (eiden, “perceived”—the third Gr. 
word for “see” in these verses) and believes. 

John perceived that the missing body & the position of 
the grave clothes meant Jesus had risen from the dead.

John commented (v. 9) that even after a long period of 
teaching by Jesus the disciples still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead (cf. Psalm 
16:10–11; 110:1, 4; Isa. 53:11–12).

See also - Acts 2:25–32; 13:29–37; 1 Corinthian 15:4.

Matthew 16:21–22 (NKJV) - 21 From that time Jesus began 
to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 
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Luke 18:33-34 (NKJV)

33 They will scourge Him and kill 

Him. And the third day He will rise 

again.” 34 But they understood 

none of these things; this saying was 

hidden from them, and they did not 

know the things which were spoken. 

(cf Luke 9:45)
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Luke 24:26,44,46 (NKJV)

26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered 

these things and to enter into His glory?” 

… 44 Then He said to them, “These are the 

words which I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that all things must be fulfilled 

which were written in the Law of Moses 

and the Prophets and the Psalms 

concerning Me.”
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Luke 24:26,44,46 (NKJV)

45 And He opened their 

understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 

Then He said to them, “Thus it is 

written, and thus it was necessary 

for the Christ to suffer and to rise 

from the dead the third day,
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The EMPTY TOMB is a convincing testimony -Acts 4:19–
20 (NKJV) - 19 But Peter and John answered and said to 
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to 
you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

For consideration: The Difficulty In Harmonizing The 
Accounts of the Gospel Writers:

Example, when identifying the women who went to the tomb 
John mentions Mary Magdalene, Matthew mentions Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary, while Mark lists Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome. 

None of the three accounts are wrong; however, none give a 
complete list of all the women who went to the tomb.
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Jesus’ first resurrection appearance was to Mary 
of Magdala, (Mark 16:9), out of whom He had 
cast seven demons (Luke 8:2). John is the only 
writer to mention the details of this appearing.

The disciples returned to their homes while 
Mary remained outside the tomb crying. 
(10,11)

Mary looked into the tomb and saw two 
individuals who were angels - (12)

The following discourse takes place:
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John 20:13-16 (NKJV)

13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” She said to them, “Because 

they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid Him.” 14 Now 

when she had said this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, and did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you seeking?” 
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John 20:15-16 (NKJV)

She, supposing Him to be the 

gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You 

have carried Him away, tell me 

where You have laid Him, and I will 

take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, 

“Mary!” She turned and said to Him, 

“Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).
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John 20:17 - 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I 
have not yet ascended to My Father; …

NKJV correct - “Do not cling to Me” - Present middle 
imperative in prohibition with genitive case, meaning 
“cease clinging to me” rather than “Do not touch me.”

The expression indicates that the action was already 
in progress and Jesus urged her to let go.

She did not want to lose Jesus again - but He would 
soon, (40 days) ascend to the Father.

“but go to my brethren” - Jesus instructs Mary to report what 
she has seen to “His brethren” —(Compare Matthew 28:10; Heb 
2:11, 17).
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‘I am ascending” - Seeing this is in the present tense there 
is some question as its meaning. 

“to My Father and your Father…” - expressly designed to 
distinguish between what God is to Him and to us—(Jn 
5:17,18)

Angels had also appeared to the other women, telling 
them not to fear and announce that Jesus is 
resurrected (Matthew 28:5-7, Luke 24:4-8).

Mary and the other women told the news to the 
disciples, but according to Luke, they did not believe 
her or the other women “because their words seemed 
to them like nonsense” (Luke 24:11; cf. Luke 24:23).
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The disciples hid in fear of death at the hands of the Jews (i.e., 
the Jewish authorities), so they met in secret, behind locked 
doors. Everything was about to change! Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-
43 – see Acts 2 for this change in their boldness AFTER the Holy 
Spirit came upon them. 

John 20:19 (NKJV) - 19 Then, the same day at evening, being 
the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.”

Note – they were afraid for their lives (the Jews had just 
crucified their teacher and Master.)

BUT ---- NOTE “they were assembled” – with the exception of 
Thomas.
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The promise of 14:18ff & 16:16 fulfilled

After they had fled from the garden, Annas had 
inquired about them - (18:19)

Jesus had told them to expect to suffer - (Mat 16:24; Jn 
15:18-20)

The doors were locked, yet He came and stood among 
them  - - - How? - (cf. v. 26)

His first words, “Peace be with you!” A conventional 
greeting similar to šālôm in Hebrew. But the words were 
now invested with a deeper and fuller meaning (cf. 14:27; 
16:33; Rom. 5:1; Phil. 4:7).
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Seeing the wounds in His pierced hands and side, 
they were overjoyed (though at first they were 
frightened, [Luke 24:37–44])

Vrs 21 - So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

Jesus then commissioned the disciples as His 
apostles: He was sending them as His 
representatives, as the Father had sent Him (cf. 
17:18; Mat 28:16–20; Lke24:47–49).

This is the first of the three commissions given by the 
Risen Christ:
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Another on the mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28:16–
20; 1 Cor. 15:6), 

And another on the Mount of Olives (Luke 24:44–
51; Acts 1:3–11). 

Vrs 22 - And when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.

This symbolic giving of the Spirit was in anticipation of 
the day of Pentecost - 50 days later - Acts 2

This is synonymous with what Jesus promised in Luke 
24:47-49
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Luke 24:47-49 (NKJV)

47 and that repentance and remission 

of sins should be preached in His name 

to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48 And you are witnesses of these 

things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of 

My Father upon you; but tarry in the 

city of Jerusalem until you are endued 

with power from on high.”
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When the gospel age began, (Acts 2), the terms of 
forgiveness were made known by the apostles -
those who complied with those terms were 
forgiven - those who rejected the gospel were not 
- Acts 2:37-47; Acts 8; Acts 10 …the same is true 
today!

The main incident for which he has always been 
remembered, & for which he has been called 
‘Doubting Thomas’, is his unbelief in the resurrection. 

He missed the appearance of Christ to the other 
apostles (Jn. 20:24) & said he needed visual proof 
of the resurrection (20:25). 
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A week later Christ appeared again to the Eleven & 
offered Thomas the opportunity to see & feel for 
himself.

John 20:24–31 (NKJV) - 26 And after eight days His 
disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 
came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach 
your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your 
hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, 
but believing.” 

In the lists of the Twelve which are arranged in three 
groups of four each, Thomas occurs in the second group 
(Mt. 10:2–4; Mk. 3:16–19; Lk. 6:14–16; Acts 1:13). 
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He is linked with Matthew in Mt. 10:3 and with Philip in 
Acts 1:13. 

The name comes from Aram. te’ômā’, meaning ‘twin’, 
John three times uses the Gk. version of it, ‘Didymus’ 
(11:16; 20:24; 21:2). 

It is only in the Fourth Gospel that there are any personal 
references to Thomas. 

He was prepared to go with Jesus to the tomb of Lazarus 
and to possible death at the hands of the Jews (Jn. 11:16). 

He confessed himself unable to understand where Jesus 
was going when he warned the Twelve of his impending 
departure (Jn. 14:5). 
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Many Unfounded Assumptions About Thomas:

According to some traditions Thomas preached in present 
day Iraq, & present-day Iran, sailed south to the west coast 
of India in 52 AD, converting high caste Brahmins, as well as 
others. 

When the Portuguese land in India in the early 1600s, 
they find a group of Christians there -- the Mar Thoma
Church supposedly established through Thomas' 
preaching.

Supposedly Thomas travels to the east coast of India, 
preaching relentlessly where he was thrown into a pit, then 
pierced through with a spear thrown by a Brahmin.  He was 
killed near Mylapore about 72 AD, near present-day Madras.
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Many Unfounded Assumptions About Thomas:
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Many Unfounded Assumptions About Thomas:
WHY WAS THOMAS ABSENT THE WEEK BEFORE?
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Joy of Receiving the Peace of Christ  (v. 19)

Evidence To Strengthen His Faith  (v. 20)

Reminder of His Mission in Life  (v. 21)

Confirmation of the Promise of Jesus (v. 22)

Concerning the DOUBT of Thomas….

Thomas was in the same boat as the other disciples -
they did not believe until they saw either! - (Mark 
16:14; Luke 24:36–43)

Thomas had demonstrated great trust and loyalty 
previously - (Jn. 11:16; 14:5)
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How much evidence had been presented to Thomas

Who told Jesus? (vs 27)

Was Jesus critical of Thomas’ demand for evidence? 
(Yes) --- Mark 16:11-14; Luke 24:38

BUT --- See the gentleness of Jesus. (27)

THE FAITH OF THOMAS EXPRESSED:

“My Lord and my God.” - John 1:1,14; Rev 1:8,11; 
etc.

“Blessed are they who did not see and yet 
believed.”
A mild reproof. 
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We need to be sure that what we believe is the truth -
Acts 17:11,12; 2 Cor 13:5; Heb 11:1,2; 2 Tim 2:15

How can we come to believe without “seeing?” -
20:30,31; 21:24,25; Rom 10:17; Eph 3:3-5; 2 Thess. 
2:13, 14; 2 Tim 3:15-17; James 1:18–21; 1 Pet. 1:23–25; 
Heb 11:1

Let us examine everything we are taught by 
objectively examining the evidence -

Let us also be quick to believe the truth - 1 Thess
2:13

THOMAS needed no further evidence.
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We NEED TO HAVE THE FAITH OF THOMAS!

The Word Has Been Confirmed. John 20:30-31

Faith Comes by Hearing. Romans 10:17

Who Has Believed? Romans 10:16; 2 Thes 1:6-9

Those who: 

Repent - Acts 17:30; 

Confess - Acts 8:37; 

& Are baptized - Mk 16:16; Acts 2:28

SHALL BE SAVED

WILL YOU BOW THE KNEE TO OUR RISEN SAVIOR?


