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Divided naturally into three parts -
Jesus prays for Himself [1-5] 
Jesus prays for His apostles [6-19] 
Jesus prays for all disciples who believe 
on Him through His apostles teaching [20-
24]

As a Intercessor – one comes to aid another, 
this does not absolve them of their 
responsibility of obedience.

Question: Identify those for whom our Lord prayed in this 
three-fold intercessory prayer?
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As it Relates to previous chapters in John -
13:1-3,27,31; 17:1,2,4,11,12,15

THE “HOUR HAS COME” – vrs 1 – which 
indicates it is the final hours of Jesus 
before the Cross.
All work as been done – vrs 4 – the 
teaching and training completed.

This was on the way to the Garden of 
Gethsamane.

Question: Is there any indication as to when and where 
Jesus prayed this prayer?
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YES ! – (Physical vrs Spiritual)
The Model prayer was for our benefit to learn 
how to pray and for what to pray.
The one thing they have in common is the 
prayers are addressed to His “Father” - (5,24), 
later as His “Holy Father” (11) & “Righteous 
Father” (25) – Matt. 6:9

This shows and proves that the Father must 
in all things be Honored and Glorified.

Question: Does the subject matter of this prayer differ 
from the model prayer (Matt. 6:9-13)?



8/19/2020

5

YES!
These men (excluding Judas) had: “They have kept 
your word” - i.e., 

They have kept (17:6); (τετηρηκαν [tetērēkan]). 
Perfect active indicative, - Jesus claims 
continued loyalty and fidelity in these men with 
the one exception - (verse 12).

If it was unconditional then Judas would be fine 
even tho he betrayed the Lord.

OUR continued loyalty in keeping the Word of 
God is critical to our salvation.

Question: Is the eternal life given to those, who “know” 
the only true God, conditional?
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“The hour has come” - John has mentioned 
“this hour” at different points of reference 
throughout the book - (Had not come - 2:4; 
7:30; 8:20; Had come - 12:23,27,32; 13:1)

The time had come in God’s plan of mans 
salvation – for the Son to be the “LAMB 
OF GOD” that blood shed for the sins of 
man – HIS CREATION.

It was also now time for the Son to receive 
the glory and kingdom -“Glorify Your Son” 

Question: What did Jesus mean by “the hour is come”? 
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Firstly the Son glorified the Father – by 
making known - God’s wisdom, power, and 
love might be known through Jesus.

The Son accomplished this through His 
humiliation & sacrifice - the completion of 
His mission! - (Phil. 2:5-10; Heb 5:8,9) 

The Father continues to be glorified through 
Christ - Rom. 11:36; 16:27; 1 Cor. 10:31; 
Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; 3:10

Question: How did the Father and Son glorify each other?
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To be “With thine own self” (para seautōi). "By 
the side of thyself." 

Jesus prays for full restoration - to the pre-
incarnate glory and fellowship (cf. John 1:1) 
enjoyed before the Incarnation (John 1:14). 

This is actual and conscious existence - at the 
Father's side "before the existence of the 
world" (cf. John 17:24; 1:1,2; 8:58; Col. 1:15-
18; Phil. 2:6-8; Heb 1:1,2).

Question: What did Jesus have with the Father before 
the world was? 
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It was not unusual that Jesus prayed for His 
immediate disciples:

Before He chose them (Luke 6:12), during His 
ministry (John 6:15), at the end of His 
ministry (Luke 22:32), & now here (John 
17:6–19)
This prayer of intercession reveals Jesus’ 
concern and love for His apostles. (13:1)
Even tho one is lost – His prayer of protection 
for them – indicates His understanding of the 
draw of the world.

Question: Identify those given to Christ in verse 6:
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Yes! - Jesus would send forth the Spirit, the 
apostles would preach, people would be 
converted, and the church would be 
formed. – Matt. 16:18,19; Zech. 6:12, 13; 
Matt. 18:17; Eph. 3:10

The unity Christ desires for His church is 
the same kind of unity the Son has with 
the Father: (cf. John 10:38; 17:11, 23). 

This occurred in Acts 2

Question: Does this prayer of Jesus indicate how 
believers are made?
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The Father & the Son were united in 
thought, deed, & purpose. - (1 Cor 1:10). 
The Son always did what pleased the Father 
(5:30; 8:29)

This unity demands we humbly accept & 
obey the truth - (Phil. 2:1-10; Heb 5:8,9; 
John 17:17; Eph 4:1-6) 
Even when what is demanded is most 
uncomfortable.

Question:The unity among believers was to be as the unity 
between whom?


