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As it Relates to previous chapters in 
John - 13:1-3,27,31; 17:1,2,4,11,12,15

Divided naturally into three parts -

Jesus prays for Himself [1-5] 

Jesus prays for His apostles [6-19] 

Jesus prays for all disciples who 
believe on Him through His apostles 
teaching [20-24]
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John 17:1-3  (NKJV)
1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes 

to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has 

come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also 

may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him 

authority over all flesh, that He should give 

eternal life to as many as You have given 

Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may 

know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent.  
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John 17:4-5  (NKJV)

4 I have glorified You on the 
earth. I have finished the work 

which You have given Me to do. 5 

And now, O Father, glorify Me 

together with Yourself, with the 

glory which I had with You before 
the world was.
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“These words” refer to His final & farewell discourse to 
His disciples - (13:1-16:33), which He closes in this 
prayer. (17:1-24)

Addressed to His “Father” - (5,24), later as His “Holy 
Father” (11) & “Righteous Father” (25) – Matt. 6:9

“The hour has come” - John has mentioned “this hour” 
at different points of reference throughout the book -
(Had not come - 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; Had come -
12:23,27,32; 13:1)

“Glorify Your Son” - was not a selfish request - but 
motivated from a heart set solely on glorifying the 
Father…
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That God’s wisdom, power, and love might be known 
through Jesus - through His humiliation & sacrifice -
the completion of His mission! - (Phil. 2:5-10; Heb 
5:8,9) 

The Father continues to be glorified through Christ -
Rom. 11:36; 16:27; 1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; 
3:10

“You have given Him authority over all flesh,” 

This indicates that Jesus’ prayer request was in 
accordance with the Father’s plan. - ch. 3:35; 5:21–
29. Psa. 2:6–12; 110:1. Dan. 7:14; Matt. 11:27; 28:18. 
1 Cor. 15:25. Eph. 1:20. Phil. 2:10; etc.
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Believers are given to Jesus by the Father - and have 
everlasting life - (17:2, 6 [twice], 9, 24) - ch. 4:14; 6:27, 
35-40; 54–57; 10:28; 11:25, 26; etc
Eternal Life comes – From and is in both the Father and 
the Son – (1 John 5:20,21)

That They May Know You – Life is found in the Father ONLY 
through Jesus Christ – (John 14:6; cf. Matt. 11:27; 1 John 
5:20)

The Only True God – An affirmation of His Father’s 
Divine Nature – NOT a denial of His own. – (17:2, 5; 1:1; 
Phil. 2:6; Heb 1:8)

How had the Son glorified the Father? - (vs. 6; cf. Heb 5:8,9; 
9:14; Phil. 2:6-8)
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Undeniable truths of verse 5:

Jesus is distinct from His Father & existed in glory 
WITH His Father in eternity past.

Jesus surrendered, in becoming flesh, the glory He 
had WITH His Father in eternity past. 

Jesus exchanged the heavenly glory for earthly 
suffering and death.

With thine own self (para seautōi). "By the side of 
thyself." 

Jesus prays for full restoration - to the pre-incarnate 
glory and fellowship (cf. John 1:1) enjoyed before the 
Incarnation (John 1:14). 
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This is actual and conscious existence - at the 
Father's side "before the existence of the world" (cf. 
John 17:24; 1:1,2; 8:58; Col. 1:15-18; Phil. 2:6-8; Heb 
1:1,2). 

The Prayer here turns from Himself to His Concern for 
His immediate disciples:

6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom 
You have given Me out of the world. They were 
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word. 7 Now they have known that all things 
which You have given Me are from You. 

This is an affirmation of the evidence presented.
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Not unusual that Jesus prayed for His disciples:

Before He chose them (Luke 6:12), during His 
ministry (John 6:15), at the end of His ministry (Luke 
22:32), & now here (John 17:6–19)

This prayer of intercession reveals Jesus’ concern and 
love for His apostles. (13:1)

“I have manifested Your name” - (17:6, 26), 

Jesus had made known the Father's character, law, 
will, & His plan of mercy; 

i.e., He had revealed the Father to them - Jn 15:21, 
Matt. 10:22, Rom 2:24, 1 Tim 6:1; Col 3:17
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The Son is uniquely qualified to reveal the Father -
for He knew the Father, He had seen the Father -
1:18; 6:46; 14:9; 17:5; Matt. 11:27; Phil. 2:6

“The men whom You have given Me out of the world.” -
(17:6)

The apostles - whom Jesus is about to commission 
into the world - vs. 18; Matt. 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-20; 
Lk 24:47,48 

Jesus regards the apostles as the Father’s gift to 
him.- 17:2, 9,11,24; 6:37-40; 10:27-29;18:9

“The men whom You have given Me out of the world.” -
(17:6)
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God’s choosing, (election) of men for service is one thing 
& choosing men for salvation is another - Eph 1:4-11; 2 
Thess. 2:13,14

They had been separated out of the world (the term 
“world” occurs 18 times in this chap.: vv. 5–6, 9, 11 
[twice], 13, 14 [thrice], 15, 16 [twice in the Gr.], 18 
[twice], 21, 23–25).

These men (excluding Judas) had:

“They have kept your word” - i.e., 

They have kept (17:6); (τετηρηκαν [tetērēkan]). Perfect 
active indicative, - Jesus claims continued loyalty and 
fidelity in these men with the one exception - (verse 12). 
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They believed in His divine mission & His union with 
the Father (17:7,8). - (cf. 16:27)

Christ’s prayer (in vv. 6–19) was particularly for the Eleven, 

FIRSTLY their preservation (“protect them,” v. 11) 

And SECONDLY their sanctification (“sanctify them,” v. 
17). 

At this point He was not praying for the world in its 
hostility and unbelief

He afterward extends a prayer for all who should 
become Christians, (17:20) & On the cross he prayed 
for his crucifiers and murderers - (Luke 23:34).



8/8/2020

14

"All mine are thine" (17:10; ch. 10:30; 16:14, 15; 1 Co. 3:21–
23; Col. 1:15–19; 2:9). 

"I am glorified in them" - (17:10; ch. 5:23; Acts 19:17; 
Phil. 1:20; 2:9–11; 2 Thess. 1:10, 12).

Vrs 11 - Jesus was about to leave this world - ch. 13:1, 3; 
14:1-6; 16:28. Acts 1:9–11; Heb. 1:3; 9:24. 

The apostles were to stay in the world to carry out God's 
plan establishing the kingdom - thus Jesus prays for their 
protection - (Matt. 16:16-18; Acts 1:6-9; 2:1-47).

Jesus prays for their unity, patterned after the unity of 
the Father and the Son: so that they may be one as We 
are One (cf. vv. 21-22).
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God had given him twelve; he had kept them in the 
name of the Father, and only one was lost, Judas, - ch.
6:70, 71; 13:18. 

Judas’ betrayal of Jesus fulfilled (i.e., filled up in a larger 
sense) the words in Psalm 41:9 about David’s betrayal by 
his friend. 

Vrs 13 - Jesus praying that His joy being fulfilled in them 
connects well with 15:11 & 16:24

The world’s animosity towards God & His word is 
historically & experientially known to all who have 
indeed received God’s word - 17:14; cf. John 15:18-21; 
Matt. 10:24,25;  2 Tim 3:12; 1 Pet. 4:4, 5; 1 John 3:12.
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The apostles were to remain in the world to fulfill their 
mission - but not be of the world -

John 17:14–15 (NKJV) - 14 I have given them Your word; and 
the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that 
You should take them out of the world, but that You should 
keep them from the evil one.

In order to be effective for God - we MUST be different 
from the world – Matt. 5:13-16

John 17:16–19 (NKJV) - 16 They are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have 
sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth
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Vrs 18 - As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent 
them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth

In order to be effective for God - we MUST be 
changed by His word - Heb 4:12; 1 Pet 1:22,23

This prayer of intercession reveals Jesus’ concern and love 
for His apostles. 

Jesus had trained them 17:6-8 ; Revealed a personal 
Father

Father & Son united ; Kept Father’s Word

Trusted Jesus ; and are Sanctified Through the Word
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John 17:20 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but 
also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word;

The final portion of Jesus’ prayer (vv. 20–26) was for 
future believers who would come to Him through the 
message of the apostles. 

In the Church Age all Christians have come to Christ 
directly or indirectly through the apostles’ witness. –
Matt. 28:19; Mk 16:15,16; Acts 2; Col. 1:5,23; Eph 
3:3-5

Jesus knew His mission would succeed - He would die 
and be raised.
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He would send forth the Spirit, the apostles would 
preach, people would be converted, and the church 
would be formed. – Matt. 16:18,19; Zech. 6:12, 13; 
Matt. 18:17; Eph. 3:10

The unity Christ desires for His church is the same kind of 
unity the Son has with the Father: (cf. John 10:38; 17:11, 
23). 

The Father & the Son were united in thought, deed, & 
purpose. - (1 Cor 1:10). 

The Son always did what pleased the Father (5:30; 8:29) -
this unity demands we humbly accept & obey the truth -
(Phil. 2:1-10; Heb 5:8,9; John 17:17; Eph 4:1-6)
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Vrs 21 - Without union with Jesus and the Father (they … in 
Us), Christians can do nothing (15:5).

The disciples’ union with Jesus as His body will result in 
people in the world believing in the Father: that You 
have sent Me (cf. 17:23).

Therefore, if we are not united - we are a hinderance to 
people believing in Jesus - (Mat 23:13)

Vrs 22-23 - It is not the future glory of the heavenly state 
spoken of here, or even the glory that belongs distinctively 
to Christ, but the basis of unity just spoken of - the message 
of the cross - the gospel - the truth & the fruit of it - 2 Cor 
3:18; Eph 1:6; 4:22-24; 1 Tim 1:11
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Truth produces unity - which produces the spread of the 
truth - Eph 4:12-16; Phil. 2:14-16

Biblical Unity:

Unity is NOT maintained by bringing all Christians into a 
“visible body of Christ”.   (2 Peter 5:1,2)

The one body is an organism, not an organization.             
(Col. 1:18-24)

Unity is maintained as Christians remain faithful to the 
revealed TRUTH of God (Eph. 4:1-6).

There are over 1,000 “Christian” religious organizations in 
North America alone. Each has their own set of beliefs, 
policies and practices. 
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“When discussing such topics as the divinity of Christ, 
salvation, heaven, etc. it would be hopelessly unwieldy 
to explain the beliefs of each faith group.” World 
Christian Encylopedia
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MANY UNSCRIPTURAL THOUGHTS ON UNITY:

“We're all going to heaven, just by different routes.” 
(Matt. 7:13,14; John 10:9; 14:1-6; Acts 4:12; 2 John  1:9) 

You must not challenge or oppose somebody else’s 
church (faith). (2 Tim 4:2-4; Tit 1:10-2:1; Prov. 27:5; 
Matt. 15:7-9)

All denominations (belief systems) 
are OK. They are “parts” or “units” 
of the one church and the one 
faith (John 15:1-8; 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 
4:17). (Different Kinds???)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER CONCLUDED:

John 17:24–26 (NKJV) - 24 “Father, I desire that 
they also whom You gave Me may be with Me 
where I am, that they may behold My glory which 
You have given Me; for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father! 
The world has not known You, but I have known 
You; and these have known that You sent Me. 26 
And I have declared to them Your name, and will 
declare it, that the love with which You loved Me 
may be in them, and I in them.”


