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John 16:5-7 (NKJV)

5 “But now I go away to Him 

who sent Me, and none of you 

asks Me, ‘Where are You 

going?’ 6 But because I have 

said these things to you, sorrow 

has filled your heart. 
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John 16:5-7 (NKJV)

7 Nevertheless I tell you the 

truth. It is to your advantage 

that I go away; for if I do not 

go away, the Helper will not 

come to you; but if I depart, 

I will send Him to you. 



7/23/2020

4

The Promise of the Comforter/Holy Spirit started in 
Chapter 14 – restated in Chapter 15:26 and now here in 
Chapter 16.

I am reminded of John 14:20 – how the Lord indicated 
to the Disciples that on “that day” they would know 
that the Son of God was with His Father in Heaven.

This is restated here in John 16:7 – where the 
Comforter/Holy Spirit was to be sent after the 
departure of Jesus, back to the Father.   Note vrs 5 – “I 
go my way, to the one who sent me….”

Jesus, here instructs them with regards to the work of 
the Holy Spirit.
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The Disciples had asked Jesus before where He was 
going, but here they did not…. “None of you asks Me, 
‘Where are You going?’” - cf. 13:36; 14:4-6

Seems their focus was on their coming personal loss -
“sorrow had filled their hearts - (16:6)

The essentiality of His death was hard for them to 
understand - He must leave so the Spirit could come -
14:16,17,26; 15:26

It must be noted that the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit was to only those whom the Lord had promised 
it to.  Identified as the 12 disciples – minus Judas.

GOD is the initiator – man can’t perform this act.
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This is a MOST important question to ask, as well as WHAT 
does the Holy Spirit Do!

Due to the rise of mysticism and emotionalism which 
has played a large role in attributing to the Holy Spirit 
things that we can be certain should not be.

Objective testimony, i.e., the scriptures, rather than 
subjective speculation, sensationalism & mysticism!

The WORK of the Holy Spirit is summed up in the following 
verse: John 16:8 And when He has come, He will convict 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.

NOTE THE PERSONFICATION – “HE” – A Person of the 
Godhead.



7/23/2020

7

The Holy Spirit Will Not Guide …

Men To Teach Conflicting Doctrines

Men To Teach Doctrines Contrary To The Word Of 
God

Men To Perform Acts Contrary To, Or Different From, 
The Word Of God.

Vrs 13 “… when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; … “

The Holy Spirit Has Revealed ALL The Truth About 
Himself That We Can Know! - (Cf. John 14:26; 15:26; 
16:12-13; Romans 8:2; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:3
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This TRUTH – ONCE FOR ALL TIME DELIVERED - Jude 
3;  1 Cor 4:6; Eph 3:3-5)

The Word “SPIRIT”?
Used of THE HUMAN SPIRIT – “The body without 
spirit is dead” - (James 2:26)

ATTITUDE - 1) Bondage/Adoption (Rom. 8:15) - 2) 
Stupor / Slumber (Rom 11:8) - 3) antichrist (1John 
4:3) - 4) truth (1 John 4:6) - 5) Meekness (Gal 6:1) 
- 6) Wisdom (Exo 28:3)

Of THE HOLY SPIRIT - (John 14:26)
Empowered - (Acts 2:1-4,17,33)
Revealed – (Eph. 3:3-5)
Confirmed - (Heb. 2:4)
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A “Person” -- With “Life, Thought, Volition, Action, 
Influence”

Is Divine, Is DEITY (One of the Godhead) - (Acts 5:1-4)

As A divine “PERSON” - (An Individual With Conscious 
Existence) 

Can Be Lied To (Acts 5:4)

Can Be Grieved (Eph 4:30)

Can Be Resisted (Acts 7:51)

Forbids (Acts 16:6) ; Speaks (1 Tim 4:1)

Searches (1 Cor. 2:10) - Judges (Acts 15:28)

Teaches (John 14:26)
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The Holy Spirit Is A Distinct Personality From The Father 
& Son:

John 14:16 (NKJV) 
16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever--
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Once again NOTE - John 14:26 (NKJV) --- 26 But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
things that I said to you. 

Vrs 10 --- of righteousness, because I go to My Father and 
you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of 
this world is judged. 12 I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; . . . 

Vrs 13-15 . . . for He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things 
to come.  
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14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine 
and declare it to you.  15 All things that the Father has 
are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and 
declare it to you. 
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The emphasis of Jesus’ teaching here is that NO ONE 
CAN STEAL OUR JOY…. John 16:16 (NKJV) - 16 “A little 
while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, 
and you will see Me, because I go to the Father.”

Two little whiles” - You will not see Me … You will see 
Me … (the speech which began in 15:1 ends with this 
announcement)

Jesus’ words leave the apostles confused - 16:17,18

Jesus gives further explanation - 16:19-28

Jesus’ statement relates to the rapidly changing events 
about to transpire -

His crucifixion & burial (19:17-42)
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His resurrection & appearing to them during a 40 day 
period - (chapters 20,21)

Jesus would then return to the Father & send the 
Holy Spirit - (14:26; 15:26; 16:13 cf Acts 1)
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I tell you the truth - introduces a solemn prediction that 
their coming grief would be followed by joy. - 16:20

John 16:20 (NKJV) - 20 Most assuredly, I say to you 
that you will weep and lament, but the world will 
rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow 
will be turned into joy.

His death would bring the world joy & be bitter agony 
for them - However, this very event would afterward 
bring them great joy …

His resurrection & the coming of the Holy Spirit 
would change everything - (Acts 1,2).

It is to this day that John 14:20 makes reference.



7/23/2020

16

Jesus illustrates the truth of pain replaced by joy by the 
pain of childbirth followed by the joy of new life when a 
child is born.(16:21) 

The disciples would experience grief, but the light of 
joy was just ahead. - (16:22; Rom. 6:9–10; Luke 24:33–
52; Heb. 7:24–25).

What they would come to know would protect their 
joy - Acts 5:41; 16:25; 20:23, 24. 

John 16:22 (NKJV) - 22 Therefore you now have sorrow; 
but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and 
your joy no one will take from you.
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What can take the joy of one who has great faith? -

Who can separate us from the love of Christ? - Rom. 
8:35–39. 

Joy over salvation in the midst of suffering - 1 Thes. 
3:7–9; 1 Pet. 1:8; 4:13, 14. 

Everlasting consolation in hope - for God cannot lie-
2 Thess. 2:16; Heb. 6:18; 10:34.

John 16:23–24 (NKJV) - 23 “And in that day you will ask 
Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you 
ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24 Until 
now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy may be full.
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No more questions?

When the Holy Spirit is given to them, they would no 
longer need to ask Jesus for clarification & information 
- (14:25,26; 16:13)

The Father would supply their needs in Jesus’ name -
(15:7; Eph 2:18; Heb 4:14-16; 1 Jn 5:14-16)

Veiled utterances (His speaking figuratively) would give 
way to plain speech. (14:9; cf. 2:22; 6:60; 13:7, 15–17)

The disciples would have direct personal access to the 
Father through Jesus (cf. “in My name” in 14:13–14; 
15:16; 16:24). 

Only children have this privilege of access to the Father 
(Rom 5:2; 8:12-17; Heb 4:14-16).
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Jesus summarized His mission in one sentence - (16:28)

His Incarnation (I came from the Father), 

His humiliation (and entered the world), 

and His resurrection, Ascension, and exaltation (now I 
am leaving the world and going back to the Father). (Jn 
1:1,2,14; 8:14; 13:1, 3; 14:28; 17:5, 11, 13. Lu. 9:51; 
24:51. Ac. 1:9–11).

This is what the disciples had come to believe. - (16:29 
,30)

The words You believe at last! could also be 
translated “Do you now believe?” (16:31)
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You will be scattered - fulfillment of Zechariah’s words 
- (16:32; Ze 13:7) - In spite of the disciples’ loyalty, 
faith, and love, they soon failed Him miserably. - (Jn 
18:17, 25–26).

I am not alone for My Father is with Me (cf. 8:29; Pss. 
23:4; 73:25–26),

John 16:33 (NKJV) - 33 These things I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.”

Jesus’ instructions about these things (chaps. 14–16) 
were intended to sustain them,-
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In union with Jesus, His disciples have peace, but the 
world exerts a hostile pressure. 

The world system, the enemy of God and His people, 
opposed Jesus’ message and ministry (cf. 1:5, 10; 7:7). 

But Jesus won the victory - He has overcome the world. -
(Matt. 12:25–29), Jesus wanted the disciples to remember 
this fact and to rejoice in His victory. 

Be of good cheer means “Be courageous.” - [Matt. 9:2, 
22; 14:27; Mark 6:50; 10:49; John 16:33; Acts 23:11].) 

Because He won they, in union with Him, can win also 
(Rom. 8:37). 

And So can we - 1 John 5:5
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John 16:33 (NKJV)

33 These things I have spoken 

to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation; but be of 

good cheer, I have overcome 

the world.”


