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This is the final night of Jesus’ life – the crucifixion 
is now just hours away.

Chapters 13 and 14 are in the room where the 
meal (unleavened bread) has taken place.
Chapter 14 concludes with the departure to the 
garden.
Chapter 15 –continues this personal teaching on 
the way to the garden of Gethsemane.

All of these chapters 13,14,15,16 are the personal 
instructions and teaching of His Disciples.

Question: Identify the occasion of John 15 and other chapters 
of John related thereto.
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“… the bread of life" (6:35,48,51).
"… the light of the world" (8:12).
"… the door of the sheep"(10:7,9).
"… the good shepherd" (10:11,14).
"… the resurrection, & the life" 
(11:25).
“… the Way, the Truth & the Life” -
(14:6)
“… the True Vine” - (15:1,5)

Question: The expression “I am the true vine” is the seventh 
great “I AM” in the Gospel of John. Identify the others:
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These would be those who would have been 
in CHRIST at some point in time, but had 
failed to produce and type of fruit of 
righteousness.

This would be a strong argument against the 
doctrine of “ONCE saved ALWAYS saved.”

Individuals in Christ who do not bear fruit will be 
taken away - (13:18)

Individuals that do bear fruit will be pruned that 
they bear more fruit - (Heb 12)

Question: Were the branches that were taken away and 
cast into the fire those that were in or out of Christ?
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Vrs 2 - Branches in Jesus =  individuals in 
Christ - (5,6)

Not denominations as many claim.
The vine ONLY produces one type of fruit, 
and denominations produce different 
fruits.

The “Ye are” or “You are” – shows the 
individual are the branches.   The individual 
is judged on the fruit that they bear.

Question: Identify the branches.
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John 15:4 (NKJV) - 4 Abide in Me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in Me.

Fruitfulness is the result of the Son’s life 
being reproduced in a disciple -
(14:20,21,23)
The light of the SON, must be seen in the 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Question: In what were the branches to abide?
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NO!
They are the branches.
They abide in the TRUE VINE – vrs 1, 5

ONE IS NOT A DISCIPLE of Christ if they are not 
abiding in the teachings and doctrines of Christ…cf
2 John 9.

This is not limited to obedience to just ONE 
command – but to all the “COMMANDMENTS” 
of Jesus – cf 15:14.
To be a friend of Jesus we must do His Will.

Question: Do disciples abide in branches?
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Christ in us as His words are in us – vrs 7 -
John 6:63,68-69; Psalm 119:11; Col 3:16; 1 
John 3:9

John 15:8 (NKJV) - 8 By this My Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will 
be My disciples.
God is glorified when we bear much fruit, 15:8
Personal growth - Gal 5:22,23; 2 Peter 1:5-10; 1 
Peter 2:2
Teaching - Acts 2:14-47; 1 Thess. 1:8

Question: Explain how Christ and the disciples abide in 
each other.
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When we do His Will and show our love for 
Him.

The disciple of Christ continues in the love of the 
Son.
This love is manifested when we love one 
another as He loved us.
When we are willing to lay down our lives for 
each other.
And when we walk in the truth of the Word by 
keeping ALL the commandments of God.

Question: How is the Father glorified?
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Who is actually a “friend” of Jesus? - 14; 
James 2:23
Jesus called them friends, not slaves, for He 
had revealed to them God’s will – vrs 15

Contrary to the common practice of 
disciples picking a teacher, Jesus had 
chosen them (15:19; Acts 1:24; 9:15).
Tho, we are servants of Christ, we are 
heirs with Him. – “WE BE BRETHREN…”

Question: Why did Jesus call the apostles “friends”?
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Friendship with God results in enduring the 
world’s hatred. 

Conversely, being friends with the world is 
to be God’s enemy (James 4:4)
Christians not of this world, 15:19 - (cf. 1 
Peter 4:4; Rom. 12:2)

The fundamental problem was man’s general 
rejection of God and the words, and works 
that Jesus had performed in their very midst..

Question: Why did Jesus say, “... Now they have no cloke
for their sin”?


