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John 15:1-3 (NKJV)

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father 

is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 

Me that does not bear fruit He takes 

away; and every branch that bears 

fruit He prunes, that it may bear more 

fruit. 3 You are already clean 

because of the word which I have 

spoken to you. 
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Jesus addressing His apostles as men chosen by Him to 
bear fruit - this message had special relevance to them 
& their apostolic mission - cf 15:16; 17:20

There are similar metaphors in John’s Gospel - [fields 
for harvest, Jn 4:35-38; unless grain dies, Jn 12:24; 
fulfilled in Acts & continues Jn 20:30-31]

“True" as opposed to typical – Psa.80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7; 
Jer. 2:21; Ezek 15; 19:10-14; Hos 10:1; Heb. 9:24 

The Father is the Gardener who cultivates and 
protects the Vine. (Matt. 21:33-40; Rom 11)

Vrs 2 - Branches in Jesus =  individuals in Christ - (5,6)

Not denominations as many claim.
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Individuals in Christ who do not bear fruit will be 
taken away - (13:18)

Individuals that do bear fruit will be pruned that they 
bear more fruit - (Heb 12)

John 15:4 (NKJV) - 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

Fruitfulness is the result of the Son’s life being 
reproduced in a disciple - (14:20,21,23)

Bear much fruit – vrs 5 - (Acts; Gal 5:22,23) 

Not abide, cast out - 6 - (Rom 11:20-24; Gal 5:1-4)
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Christ in us as His words are in us – vrs 7 - John 
6:63,68-69; Psalm 119:11; Col 3:16; 1 John 3:9

John 15:8 (NKJV) - 8 By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

God is glorified when we bear much fruit, 15:8

Personal growth - Gal 5:22,23; 2 Peter 1:5-10; 1 Peter 
2:2

Teaching - Acts 2:14-47; 1 Thess. 1:8

John 15:9–10 (NKJV) - 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also 
have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”
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Christ’s example - Heb 5:8,9

Love & commandments, Deut. 30:15, 16; Josh. 22:4, 
5; Neh. 1:5; Mk. 12:30, 31; Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 2:1-6; 5:2, 
3; 2 Jn. 6-9

This is indeed the ONLY path to joy, Phil. 4:4-9

So What WE HAVE NOTED THUS FAR:

True Disciples Abide In The Vine, (Jesus), & Bear 
Much Fruit - 15:1-8

If We Keep Jesus’ Commandments, We Will Abide In 
Him - 15:9,10

Jesus’ Words Meant To Bring Joy - 15:11
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John 15:12-14 (NKJV) - 12 This is My commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do 
whatever I command you. 

How do we abide in Christ’s love? Vrs 9-11; Mk. 
12:29-31; Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 5:2,3; 2 Jn. 6

True joy ONLY comes from loving obedience - 9-11; 
Phil. 4:4-9

The example of Jesus  & the sacrifice of genuine love 
– vrs 12,13

Who is actually a “friend” of Jesus? - 14; James 2:23
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Jesus called them friends, not slaves, for He had 
revealed to them God’s will – vrs 15

Contrary to the common practice of disciples picking 
a teacher, Jesus had chosen them (15:19; Acts 1:24; 
9:15).

The apostles “appointed” to bear lasting fruit – Matt. 
28:19; Mk 16:15; Col. 1:6

Their mission would be successful - as history clearly 
shows. - (Acts 2:28-47; 8; 10; Col 1:23)

Friendship with Jesus involves the obligation of 
brotherly love - (15:12; 1 John 3:14-17).
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John 15:19 (NKJV) - 19 If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. Yet because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you. 

Jesus was hated first, 15:18

Friendship with God results in enduring the world’s 
hatred. Conversely, being friends with the world is to 
be God’s enemy (James 4:4)

Christians not of this world, 15:19 - (cf. 1 Peter 4:4; 
Rom. 12:2)

The fundamental problem is man’s general rejection of 
God.
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Those who reject God will reject everyone who 
represents Him - 15:20-25; cf.  5:36-47

They are without excuse – vrs 22,25

The witness & evidence undeniable – vrs 26,27

John 16:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 “These things I have spoken to you, 
that you should not be made to stumble. 2 They will put you 
out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever 
kills you will think that he offers God service. 3 And these 
things they will do to you because they have not known the 
Father nor Me. 4 But these things I have told you, that when 
the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. 
“And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, 
because I was with you. 


