
Lesson 5 - Learning From the Past - Radical Forgiveness & How Joseph Faced Life's Problems

Outline for Thought and Focus For This Study:
A. The Scriptures are filled with good examples for us today - that we may learn not only from their

failures but also from their victories.   Such an example is Joseph
1. ROMANS 15:4 (NKJV) ---- "For whatever things were written before were written for our

learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."
2. 1 Cor. 10:11 ---- Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for

our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
B. Reading the book - Radical Forgiveness Making Room for The Miracle - by Colin C Tipping - I

asked myself the question what characters in the Bible outside of Deity showed radical forgiveness.
1. What Biblical Characters can you think of match this Characteristic?

a.  
b.  
c.  

2. In your life who matches this characteristic? _____________________________
C. In this study I want to focus on lessons we can learn from the life problems that Joseph faced. He

faced:
1. Hatred & Envy
2. Betrayal
3. Persistent Temptation
4. False Accusations
5. Ingratitude
6. Power & Responsibility
7. Painful Memories
8. Past Forgiven Sins

D. As we can see Joseph had much for which to be bitter about - but he is a perfect example of a young
man who loved God and had a heart that was willing to be god-like.
1. In each of these points which one can you relate to the BEST ? ________________________

II. Facing Painful Memories - Genesis 41:50-52; 42:1-24; 43:1-45:28
A.  What is Joseph's main Problem from these scriptures?

1. Joseph ___________________________- (41:51,52)
2. But Joseph was reminded of his past when he recognized his brothers as they came to him in

need of food - (42:6,7)
a. What would your reaction to this be? ____________________________

3. They did not recognize Joseph -(42:8)
B. Joseph's Reaction

1. Joseph required _____________________________________________________ - (42:9-20)
2. Joseph overheard ___________________________________________________ - (42:21-24)
3. Joseph commanded __________________________________________________ - (42:25,26)

a. Was this the right thing to do?
4. When Joseph's brothers return with Benjamin - they are ______________________ - (43:15-28)
5. His heart yearns ____________________________________________________ - (43:29,30)
6. He again gives them grain along with their money ___________________________ - (44:1-3)

a. Was this the right thing to do?
7. He sends his steward ________________________________________________ - (44:4- 34)
8. He does what? ________________________________________________________ - (45:1-14)
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a.  Was his delay a positive thing in allowing his heart to mend?
C. Application For Us Today

1. When confronted with painful memories - ______________________________ - (1 Thess. 5:21)
2. We should never _________________________________________________ - (Rom 12:17-21)
3. We need to live ____________________________________________!! - (Philippians 3:13,14)

III. Facing Past Forgiven Trespasses - Genesis 50:15-21
A. Joseph's Problem

1. After Joseph's father died _________________________________________________ - (50:15)
2. They were afraid _____________________________________________________ - (50:16-18)

a. Is it ever a good time to retaliate when forgiveness has been given?
B. Joseph's Reaction

1. Joseph could ________________________ but he was _________________________ - (50:17)
2. Joseph saw __________________________________________________________ - (50:19,20)
3. Joseph returned _________________________________________________________ - (50:21)

C. Application For Us Today
1. Bury the hatchet - but leave the handle sticking out? - - - Some hold grudges for years even after

they are asked for forgiveness!
2. We must forgive - (Luke 17:3,4; Mat 6:14,15; Col. 3:13; 2 Cor. 2:6-9)

IV. Facing Persistent Temptation ---- Genesis 39:1-11
A. Joseph's Problem

1. Potiphar's wife ____________________________________________________- (Genesis 39:7)
a. Why did Joseph not just leave and never return to this temptation? 

2. She persisted _____________________________________________________ – (Gen. 39:10)
3. She increased ________________________________________________ – (Genesis 39:11,12)

a. What do we learn about temptation here?
b. How does James 1:13-14 apply? _____________________________________________ 

B. Joseph's Response
1. 8 But he refused . . . 9  . . .How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?"

(39:8-9)
2. 10 . . . he did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her. (39:10)
3. 12 . . . he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside. (39:11,12)

C. Application For Today!
1. All of us will face temptation (1 Cor 10:13) 

a. Is being tempted SIN? __________________________________________
2. We can and should say "no" – (Gen 4:7; Prov. 1:10)
3. Refuse to listen, _________________________________________________ – (Proverbs 5:8)
4. RUN!! – (1Cor. 6:18; 10:14; 1Tim. 6:11; 2Tim. 2:22)

a. Why is this the best action with regards to temptation?

V. Facing False Accusations ---- Genesis 39:12-23
A. Joseph's Problem

1. Falsely accused by Potiphar's wife – ________________________________________ – (14-16)
a. Notice here that sin loves company. What is she doing here?

2. Then she ____________________________________________________________ – (17-19).
a. Notice how her attitude toward him changes here - can you list one thing? _______________

3. Potiphar puts ____________________________________________________________ – (20)
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a. Was this the right thing to do? 
B. Joseph's Reaction

1. No longer tempted by Potiphar's wife –
2. Could have allowed discouragement, hatred and bitterness to destroy him . . .
3. BUT – The Lord blessed Joseph – Implying ___________________________________ – 21-23.

C. Application For US Today!
1. We must keep our lives above reproach – but that will not guarantee our enemies will not falsely

accuse us – (1 Pet 3:16; Luke 6:22)
2. Enemies will constantly watch us to discredit and accuse us – (Luke 6:7; 11:53,54).
3. To many brethren are too quick to believe false accusers without having any evidence.
4. When falsely accused – Let us be like Joseph and Jesus – 

a. Retain our trust in God – 
b. Remain faithful to God –
c. Be meek and humble -

VI. Facing Ingratitude ---- Genesis 40:1-41:16
A. Joseph's Problem

1. Joseph is put __________________________________________________________ – (40:1-4).
2. Each had a _______________________& Joseph __________________________ – (40:5-19).
3. THE RESULT: The butler _____________________________________ – (40:14,23; 41:1,9-13)

a. How long did this go on? __________________________
B. Joseph's Reaction

1. Joseph could have become bitter, despondent and sullen.
2. The ____________________________ did not make Joseph hostile, ungracious, or ungrateful

for his release . .
a. ". . . "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace." (41:14,15)

C. Application For US Today!
1. Do not be like the butler – We should remember the good that others do for us – and keep our

word – Philippians 1:3,4 ; Eph 1:15-17
2. We need to Keep a good attitude – even if others fail to demonstrate appreciation for our efforts

a. Is this easy to Do?

VII. Conclusion:
A. How do you respond to

1. Painful memories?
2. Past Forgiven Sins?

B. As we look at Joseph's life he faced:
1. Facing Hatred & Envy
2. Facing Betrayal
3. Facing Persistent Temptation
4. Facing False Accusations
5. Facing Ingratitude
6. Facing Power & Wealth
7. Facing Painful Memories
8. Facing Past Forgiven Sins

C. How do you respond to Temptation?
1. False Accusations?
2. And Ingratitude?
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D. Do we:
1. Surrender – or Overcome?
2. Get Filled with Bitterness – or Trust in God?
3. Become Sullen? Or Keep serving God?

E. Let us learn from the example of Joseph and let us make the proper applications to our lives today
- so that one day we too shall receive the crown of glory.

VIII. OBSERVATIONS .... DOING WHAT YOU CAN WHERE YOU ARE - JUST AS Joseph Did.
A. He was the next to the youngest of the twelve sons of Jacob (Israel), he was Jacob’s favorite son by

Rachel in his old age. Rachel later died giving birth to Benjamin (the youngest). Joseph’s dreams,
which indicated he would be superior to his brothers angered them.
1. Being young did not stop him.

B. FROM BEING FAVORED TO BEING IN DESPAIR
1. His brothers turned against him. They wanted to kill him, but Reuben intervened. Instead, they

sold him to some traveling Ishmaelites. Gen.37:26-28
2. Joseph was about 17 years old at the time. Gen.37:2
3. He was later sold at a slave market in Egypt to Potiphar.  Gen.39:1

C. THE WAY UP
1. He did what he could where he was. Gen.39:22-23
2. He became a successful and trusted servant.   Gen.39:2-6
3. He was intelligent, industrious, energetic, reliable and  handsome.
4. Things look up for Joseph. The Lord was with him.

D. THE WAY DOWN
1. He did what he could where he was.
2. He rebuffed Potiphar's wife’s continual advances. Scorned, she falsely accuses Joseph.

Gen.39:7ff (19) He is thrown into jail.  Gen.39:20
3. Things look bleak, however, the Lord was with him. Gen.39:21a, 23

a. NEVER EVER, EVER FORGET THIS POINT!!!!
E. THE WAY OUT

1. He did what he could where he was.
2. He earned the favor of the jailor and was made a supervisor of prisoners. - Gen.39:21-23
3. He interprets the dream of cupbearer and the baker.   Gen.40:1ff
4. The cupbearer forgets the promise he made to Joseph.   Gen.40:20-23
5. Two years later, Pharaoh has a dream (which no one could interpret); the cupbearer remembers

Joseph. Gen.41:1ff
a. Joseph interprets the dream.  Gen.41:25
b. Joseph is made prime minister. Gen.41:39-44 (He was about 30 years old :46) The daughter

of the priest was given to him as a wife.
c. She bore two sons: Manasseh (“causing to forget”) and Ephraim (“God has made me fruitful

in the land of my affliction.”)
6. Joseph prospers. The Lord was with him.

F. THE  WAY HOME
1. His brothers are sent to Egypt to buy provisions during a famine.
2. Joseph had the opportunity to punish his brothers, but chose not to.
3. He offered forgiveness and sought to once again to be united with his father’s house. He became

the means of preserving the family in Egypt.
4. He  did what he could where he was.

G. JOSEPH SURVIVED BECAUSE
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1. The Lord was with him.
2. He put his trust in God, rather than blame God or others. He made the best of even the worst 

situation.
3. He did not seek revenge.   Because he came to understand “the Lord was with him.”
4. He did what he could where he was.

H. WHEN YOU ARE GIVEN LEMONS - MAKE LEMONADE - LESSON FOR US
1. To survive the ups and downs of life one must:

a. Put their trust in God.  Prov.3:5
b. Not question God’s providence (ways).   Rom.9:20
c. Not turn away from God during trials. Rather, they draw us nearer to God, if we have the

right attitude.   James 4:8
d. Make the best of bad situations. 2Cor.12:9
e. Do Not attempt to “pay back” those who harm us. (returning evil for evil).   Rom.12:17

2. Don’t become BITTER in heart - the one who holds bitterness in their heart toward another is
like the fool who picks up a hot coal in his hand and does not believe he will get burned.
a. Satan loves nothing more than for us to give him one for Free..... yes he has the unrighteous

already - don’t allow him to get you too!
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