
Lesson Four - Learning From The Past - HANNAH: THE IDEAL WIFE & MOTHER

Intro:

A. Of all the holidays we celebrate in our nation, Mother's Day is one of my favorite. Good mothers
are special and the longer you have them with you the more special they become. I think it says
something good about our nation when we still mark a spot on our calendar to pause and honor our
mothers. 

1. Motherhood is honorable & vital for the home to succeed & thrive.

a. Motherhood is not "inbred" – It must be learned, Tit. 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 that they admonish
the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,

(1) Learn love (child abuse shows motherhood is learned, not inbred).

(2) Learn to remove selfishness (child's interests come before yours).

(3) Learn how to meet the responsibilities of wife & mother (Tit. 2:4).

B. Bible mothers teach good lessons for mothers today & teach children to appreciate their mothers
every day.

1. Jochebed: The Blessing of Life & Safety, Exo. 2:1-10. (NKJV) — 1 And a man of the house of
Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 2 So the woman conceived and bore a son. And
when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. 3 But when she could no
longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the
child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to know
what would be done to him. 5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river.
And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent
her maid to get it. 6 And when she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So
she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that
she may nurse the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden
went and called the child’s mother. 9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away
and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed
him. 10 And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.
So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.”

a. Mothers give life (2:2). cf. Abortion (~1.37 million/yr; 3,700/day).

(1) Much of this past mid-term election focused on this “abuse of law” as they called it and
demanded that the Supreme Courts be changed.

(2) Much like what is going on at the World Cup 2022 - “We want beer - chanted from the
stands” - “One Love” armbands for the immoral...etc.

(3) I may have to agree with an ruling authority - it’s “damaged minds” - damaged by sin and
the power of satan in this world.

b. Mothers protect life (2:2-3). Faith in God's provisions, Heb. 11:23.

(1) Hebrews 11:23 (NKJV) — 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three
months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid
of the king’s command.

c. Mothers sustain life (2:8-9), Prov. 31:27 (1 Tim. 5:14; Prov 29:15).

(1) Proverbs 31:27 (NKJV) — 27 She watches over the ways of her household, And does
not eat the bread of idleness.

(2) 1 Timothy 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear
children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

(3) Proverbs 29:15 (NKJV) — 15 The rod and rebuke give wisdom, But a child left to
himself brings shame to his mother.

d. Mothers give, protect & sustain the spiritual life of children.
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2. Eunice & Lois: The Blessing of Teaching God's Word, 2 Tim. 1:5. (NKJV) — 5 when I call to
remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

a. Timothy had "genuine faith" because of mother & grandmother's faith!

b. They taught him the word of God from infancy, 2 Tim. 3:14-15.

(1) 2 Timothy 3:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 But you must continue in the things which you have
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that
from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

c. Mothers have great opportunity to teach God's word to children: Bible stories about God,
Jesus, prayer, love, obedience, values, honesty… (Ex. Make story time Bible story time.)

d. Teach your children faith in God (His word), not the values of the world. Prov. 1:8-9;
31:26

(1) Proverbs 1:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not
forsake the law of your mother; 9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And
chains about your neck.

(2) Proverbs 31:26 (NKJV) — 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue
is the law of kindness.

3. Can you list a few more GODLY Mothers and Women mentioned in the Scriptures?

a.  Lydia –Acts 16:13-15; 40

b.  Priscilla –  Acts 18:24-26

c.  Lois & Eunice – 2 Tim 1:5; 2 Tim 3:14,15

d.  Euodia & Syntyche - Philippians 4:2

e.  Tabitha (Dorcas) –  Acts 9:36-39

f.  Ruth, Esther, Elizabeth, Mary......ect ect.

C. But people's view of motherhood in our generation is changing... 

1. First, whereas childlessness was once the exception and even a disgrace, many couples are
choosing not to have children. 

a. Many women view children as a stumbling block to their careers and a hindrance to the
materialistic pursuits. (While I mourn this covetousness and materialism perhaps it's good
that these people choose to be childless). 

2. Secondly, I deeply regret that motherhood seems to be viewed these days as more of a biological
function than a lifestyle. 

a. It seems that some women who do want to have children do so more to prove that it is
biologically possible rather than through a commitment nurture and love a child and reap
the fulfillment which that brings. 

b. What are Some of the Challenges of Motherhood that you can think of?

(1) The Challenge of Time: Use it Wisely, 1 Pet. 4:7; Eph. 5:16.

(2) 1 Peter 4:7 (NKJV) — 7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and
watchful in your prayers.

(a) Ephesians 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

(b) Many things compete for your time each day: Prioritize.

i) Make time to talk, listen, nurture, play with, teach children.

ii) In the kitchen, the bedroom, the park, the car… Deut. 6:7.

a) Deuteronomy 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way,
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when you lie down, and when you rise up.

(c) If God is not a priority in your life He will not be in your children's life, either! (Prayer
& practice)

(3) The Challenge of Patience: Develop Self-control, 1 Cor. 9:25. (NKJV) — 25 And
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain
a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.

(a) You must be the calm in the midst of chaos, the level head in moments of crisis, the
disciplinarian without being angry.

(b) Overcome impatience with prayer, Phil. 4:6.

i) Philippians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

(4) The Challenge of Multi-Tasking: Managing Household, 1 Tim. 5:14 (NKJV) — 14
Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give
no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 1 Timothy 5:14 (KJV 1900) —
14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give
none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

(a) oikodespoteo: Rule or guide the house; "the management & direction of household
affairs" (Vine).

(b)  Wife, mother, housekeeper, cook, counselor, doctor, transportation director…
Mother is a demanding job!

i) Requires the mind of Christ, Phil. 2:3-5 (humility, unselfish…)

a) Philippians 2:3–5 (KJV 1900) — 3 Let nothing be done through strife or
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of
others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

ii) Husband & children: Honor her! Prov. 31:28-29

a) Proverbs 31:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her
husband also, and he praises her: 29 “Many daughters have done well, But you
excel them all.”

D.  These changes are tragic. Tragic because of what motivates them and tragic because of what they
produce. 

E. I think it is imperative that we get back to the Biblical model of motherhood. 

1. The minds of our women needed to be molded not by the world, but by the word of God. 

2. As men and women we need to understand the roles which God wants us to fill in society and
find joy, contentment, and fulfillment in these roles knowing that we are trying to please God.

3. So let's talk about motherhood for a few minutes. 

a. WHAT IS GOD'S ADVICE ON MOTHERHOOD - even for today and in today’s society?

(1) Avoid Favoritism & Comparisons of Children, Genesis 25:27–28 (NKJV) — 27 So the
boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man,
dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved
Jacob.

(a) Led to deception, hatred, bitterness in children, heartache.

(b) Each child is special & unique; thankfully accept the child God gives you. Bless that
child with life, devotion to God & knowledge of God's word. 

(2) Set Godly Examples for Your Children, Ezekiel 16:44–45 (NKJV) — 44 “Indeed
everyone who quotes proverbs will use this proverb against you: ‘Like mother, like
daughter!’ 45 You are your mother’s daughter, loathing husband and children; and you
are the sister of your sisters, who loathed their husbands and children; your mother was
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a Hittite and your father an Amorite.

(a) Your children will learn from you & often follow your example.

(b) Examples of godliness, purity, modesty, respect for men / women, Daughter (kind of
woman/wife to be); as mother & father (kind for your son to look for). (cf. 1 Peter
3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even
if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of
their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.)

(3) Be Thankful for your Children,1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) — 18 in everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

(a) Thank God…your husband…your children!

(b)  Children are great blessings with eternal implications, Judges 13:8 (NKJV) — 8 Then
Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, “O my Lord, please let the Man of God whom
You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will be
born.”

F. It is with this in Mind that the class now be focused on HANNAH.

II. Let's open our Bibles together to the book of 1 Samuel, chapter 1. 

A. Here we are introduced to a woman by the name of Hannah. 

1. Her name means "favored." And, without a doubt, she was favored in the eyes of her husband
as well as in the eyes of her Lord. 

2. I think Hannah presents to us some important qualities of a godly woman, particularly a godly
mother. 

a. List a few of her characteristics that make the above statement true.... see my list below

(1)  

(2)  

(3)  

(4)  

(5)

B. Let's read her story together and then discuss why she was favored by the Lord.... 1 Samuel 1:1 -
2:2,18- 21 

1. 1 Samuel 1:1–2:2 (NKJV) 7 So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of the
LORD, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and did not eat.9 So Hannah arose after they
had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the
doorpost of the tabernacle of the LORD. 17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the
God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.” 18 And she said, “Let your
maidservant find favor in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no
longer sad.

2. 1 Samuel 2:18–21 (NKJV) — 18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child,
wearing a linen ephod. 19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to
him year by year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 And Eli
would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The LORD give you descendants from this woman
for the loan that was given to the LORD.” Then they would go to their own home. 21 And the
LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile
the child Samuel grew before the LORD.

III. Discussion...SHE MARRIED WISELY... v. 1-2. -1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim
Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah,
and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  ----  Hannah
was married a man named Elkanah. There were some important things we need to observe about her
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marriage to him... 

A. He was one of God's people... 1 Sam 1:3,21 -  3 This man went up from his city yearly to worship
and sacrifice to the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the
priests of the LORD, were there. ----  21 Now the man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer
to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow. 

1. So many times great problems develop in marriages where one of the spouses is not a Christian. 

2. It is hard for them to walk together. 

B. He provided for her needs... 1 Sam 1:4-5,8  - —4 And whenever the time came for Elkanah to
make an offering, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters.
5 But to Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, although the LORD had
closed her womb. ----  8 Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why
do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” 

1. Young ladies, look for a man who realizes that it is his responsibility to care for you and your
family... 1 Timothy 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially
for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

C. He was a loving, non-bitter husband... 1 Sam 1:5  -5 But to Hannah he would give a double
portion, for he loved Hannah, although the LORD had closed her womb

1. Lesser men might have been made bitter by the fact that their wife could not have children. This
has caused the breakup of many marriages. But this was not the case with Elkanah. 

a. He didn't chide her imperfections. He loved her although "the Lord had closed her womb." 

2. You can see the difference between his attitude and that of Peninnah, Hannah's rival... 1 Sam
1:6  - 6 And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the LORD had
closed her womb. 

3. Elkanah is a beautiful example of what Paul taught in... Colossians 3:19 (NKJV) — 19
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.

D. He didn't compare her with other women. He could have made constant comparisons with
Peninnah, but he didn't. 

E. Men, we can learn some valuable lessons from Elkanah. 

IV. SHE WAS NOT ONE TO RETALIATE... 

A. The picture here is of a woman, tormented by the constant persecutions of her rival, but who
refused to take matters into her own hands. 

1. In great distress, rather than retaliate, she turns to the Lord....1 Sam 1:10  - 10 And she was in
bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish. 

B. In this sense she was like the Lord... 1 Peter 2:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 For to this you were called,
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22
“Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did
not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously;

1. She, like Jesus, left it all in the hands of God. 

C. Sometimes we find ourselves in similar circumstances. Feeling inadequate and tormented by others
who remind you of your failures. 

1. The easy thing to do is lash out at those who mistreat you...but listen to the words of the Lord...
Romans 12:17–21 (NKJV) — 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the
sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance
is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is
thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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V. SHE WAS AWARE THAT CHILDREN ARE A GIFT FROM GOD... 1 Sam 1:11 - 11 Then she
made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant
and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then
I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” 

A. David would later say, "Behold, children are a gift of the Lord; The fruit of the womb is a reward."
Psa. 127:3 

B. Illustration: Let me ask you ladies to imagine how you would feel if you carefully selected a
beautiful dress as a gift to someone and you found out later they despised your gift and cut it to
pieces. 

1. Now imagine how God feels when a person aborts a child! First, it's an insult to God, the Giver.
Secondly, it's murder. 

a. As painful as this is it is sin - and sins done while still a child of the devil are washed away
by the precious blood of Christ in Baptism.

b. However, tho the sin is forgiven - the pain of memory still remains - of the Mercy and Love
of our Saviour.

2. But even further, it indicates that children are viewed as a burden rather than a precious gift.

a. Listening to some, you get the idea that their children are only in the way of their pursuits,
an obstacle to obtaining their own selfish desires. 

C. Certainly Hannah knew the preciousness of a child and her disposition shows just how important
our children should be to us. 

1. May God help us to love our children. 

VI. SHE WAS A WOMAN OF PRAYER... 1 Sam 1:10 

A. When life knocked her on her knees, she realized she was in the perfect position to pray...1 Samuel
1:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept in
anguish. 11 Then she made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the
affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give
Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no
razor shall come upon his head.” ---- this is IMPORTUNATE PRAYER

1. She turned to the only one who could convert a woman into a mother. 

2. She had to let go of her own feelings and let God take control of the situation. 

3. Hear her describe her own prayer (1 Sam 1:15), "I have poured out my soul before the Lord."

B. But her prayer was not just in the difficult times; she remembered the Lord in times of prosperity...
1 Sam 2:1-2  - 1 And Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; My horn is exalted
in the LORD. I smile at my enemies, Because I rejoice in Your salvation. 2 “No one is holy like the
LORD, For there is none besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God.

1. Many turn to God in bad times and then forget him in the good. Not Hannah. 

2. And many fail to thank God for His blessings ... Rom. 1:21. Not Hannah. 

a. Romans 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him
as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.

C. Another thing I learn from Hannah is that she saw the value of silent prayer. 

1. We are never in a circumstance where we cannot silently pray to God. 

VII. SHE WAS A WOMAN OF MORAL PURITY... 

A. Read... 1 Sam 1:12-16 - 12 And it happened, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli
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watched her mouth. 13 Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk?
Put your wine away from you!” 15 But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman
of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul
before the LORD. 16 Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman, for out of the abundance
of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.” 

B. First of all, let it be noted that she did not resent the rebuke and admonishing of Eli, even though
he was wrong. 

1. Let us also consider the brother or sister who admonishes us the best friend we've got.

C. She was morally pure, not a wicked woman. 

1. She was a woman who wanted righteous and a child more than anything else. 

VIII. SHE NURTURED HER SON... 1 Sam 1:19-23  - 19 Then they rose early in the morning and
worshiped before the LORD, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew
Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20 So it came to pass in the process of time that
Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for
him from the LORD.”22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “Not until the child
is weaned; then I will take him, that he may appear before the LORD and remain there forever.”
23 So Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned
him. Only let the LORD establish His word.” Then the woman stayed and nursed her son until she
had weaned him. 

A. Isn't this the will of God? Isn't this the ideal? 

1. For each mother to assume the role of a mother and care for that child personally. 

B. Hannah did not take the child to someone else to nurse and care for it. 

1. She did that! Isn't that what God desires ... 1 Tim. 5:14; Tit. 2:4-5 

a. 1 Timothy 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear
children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

b. Titus 2:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to
love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

C. She even stayed behind to care for her child while Elkanah made the long trim to make his yearly
sacrifice. 

D. Mothers have the greatest role on the face of the earth. They shape the little hearts and minds of
tomorrow's men and women. 

1. "THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE RULES THE WORLD" by Glen Campbell He
got here red and wrinkled, scared and crying, Then she took him up and help him to her breast,
And he sure was glad to get what Mama offered, Then he went to sleep and put his fears to rest.
It didn't seem to matter what he needed, He could always count on Mama to supply, And
regardless of the sleep she might be losing, He always found a twinkle in her eye. She taught him
all the attributes of greatness, Things she knew he couldn't learn away from home, And by the
time she wore the cover off her Bible, Her hair was gray and her little man was gone. Chorus
There ought'a be a Hall of Fame for Mama's Creations most unique and precious pearl. Heaven
help us all always to remember. That the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. 

2. Perhaps the neglect of this God-given responsibility is why we have bloodshed in our streets. 

IX. SHE GAVE HER CHILD TO THE LORD... 1 Sam 1:11,24-28 -  (NKJV) — 11 Then she made a
vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and
remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will
give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” - 24 Now when
she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine,
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and brought him to the house of the LORD in Shiloh. And the child was young. 25 Then they
slaughtered a bull, and brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, “O my lord! As your soul lives, my
lord, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and the
LORD has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 Therefore I also have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD.” So they worshiped the LORD there.

A. This is the duty of every mother. If we do not intend to give them back to God, we should never
ask for them. 

1. We need to realize that once God has given us our children, that we are dealing with souls that
will live forever in heaven or hell. As parents, we most likely will make the difference. 

B. The duty of every mother (and father too, for that matter) is to pass on your faith... 2 Tim. 1:5;
3:14-15 (Eph. 6:4) 

1. 2 Timothy 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

2. 2 Timothy 3:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned
and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.

3. Ephesians 6:4 (NKJV) — 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

C. Certainly, Hannah told little Samuel all about God's people and prepared him for his future service
to God. What are you teaching you children?? 

X. SHE PREPARED TO LET GO... 

A. Without a doubt, as she stayed behind and nursed Samuel while Elkanah made the trip to Shiloh
she must have thought, "One day I will make the trip and little Samuel will not come back with me."

B. Like Mary, she must have kept "these things in her heart". 

C. It is always hard to let go, even a little... 

1. It's hard to let your child go for that first day at school... 

2. It's hard to let them go on that first date... 

3. I'm learning how hard it is to let your child go into the adult world of marriage... 

D. But only in letting go do you know how well you did your job... 

1. It's just like flying a kite, the time will come when you will have to let out some string and it's
painful because the strings attached to your kite are your heartstrings. Fibers of love embedded
within our hearts and attached to our offspring... 

2. Erma Bombeck says of this effort: "You spend a lifetime trying to get them off the ground. You
run with them until you are breathless...they crash...they hit the rooftop...you patch and comfort,
adjust and teach. You watch them lifted by the wind and assure them that someday they'll fly.
Finally, they are airborne: they need more string and you keep letting it out. But with each twist
of the ball of twine, there is sadness that goes with joy. The kite becomes so distant, and you
know it won't be long before that beautiful creature will snap the lifeline that binds you together
and will soar as it is meant to soar, free and alone. Only then do you know that you did your job.

E. When they leave, we can still make contributions to their lives (like Hannah making Samuel's yearly
coats). But they still have to fly on their own. 

F. Many marriages have been interrupted and disturbed because Mama and Daddy wouldn't let their
children "leave and cleave" (1 Samuel 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 No, my sons! For it is not a good report
that I hear. You make the LORD’s people transgress.) - Eli was unwilling it would seem to correct
and let his sons go - even tho they were doing these evil things.. 
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XI. Hannah: The Blessing of Devotion to God, 1 Samuel 1:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 So Hannah arose after
they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost
of the tabernacle of the LORD. 10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept
in anguish. 11 Then she made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the
affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your
maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall
come upon his head.”

A. What did you pray for when you wanted / expecting children? 

1. (Healthy? Boy or girl? Devoted to God?)

B. "I will give him to the Lord all the day of his life" 

1. Not only obligated the child, but also the mother! 1 Samuel 1:11 (NKJV) — 11 Then she made
a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant
and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male
child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his
head.” ---- 1 Samuel 1:20 (NKJV) — 20 So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah
conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for him
from the LORD.”

a. Hannah attended to helping Samuel be devoted to God (she didn't forget her vow) 1 Sam
1:24-28; 2:18-20.

(1) 1 Samuel 1:24–28 (NKJV) — 24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with
her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house
of the LORD in Shiloh. And the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered a bull, and
brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, “O my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am
the woman who stood by you here, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and
the LORD has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 Therefore I also have
lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD.” So they
worshiped the LORD there.

(2) 1 Samuel 2:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a
child, wearing a linen ephod. 19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and
bring it to him year by year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly
sacrifice. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The LORD give you
descendants from this woman for the loan that was given to the LORD.” Then they would
go to their own home.

C. Mothers: You love your children by helping them be devoted to God. 

1. Set the example of faithful worship, godly living, humble service, Bible teaching, etc. 

XII. Conclusion... 

A. When Hannah finally let Samuel fly on his own, he soared beautifully. His life honored his mother... 

1. He was a priest... 

2. He was a prophet... 

3. He was a judge... 

4. Two books of the Bible bear his name... 

B. And surely, he rose up and called his Mama "blessed"... Proverbs 31:28 (NKJV) — 28 Her
children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her:

XIII. LESSONS FOR US TO CONSIDER....

A. We need to emulate her sterling qualities of  faithfulness in prayer and commitment. We are to
worship God faithfully and continually ("in season and out").

1. Not worshiping only if things are "going our way." Not to turn away from God when things go
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wrong.

2. (Satan said Job worshiped God only because God was good to him.)

B. We are to trust in God, relying on His power and His strength. 2 Cor.1:9,  1Pet.5:6-7 

1. 2 Corinthians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should
not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead,

2. 1 Peter 5:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

3. We should not trust in our own wisdom and strength alone.

C. Fervent prayer conveys to God the  depth  of  our  earnestness. James 5:16b  - James 5:16 (NKJV)
— 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

1. Our  word  is  to  be  our bond. Promises and vows are not to be lightly made.

2. "It is a trap for a man to say rashly, 'It is holy!' And after the vows to make inquiry." Prov.20:25
- Proverbs 20:25 (NKJV) — 25 It is a snare for a man to devote rashly something as holy, And
afterward to reconsider his vows.

3. Promises are to be kept. 

a. It's tempting to "reconsider" promises made under duress.  

b. We should not seek clever ways to avoid keeping our promises.
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