
LEARNING FROM THE PAST 
• “Now these things happened to them as an 

example, and they were written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you but 

such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will provide the 

way of escape also, that you may be able to 
endure it.” 

• 1  Corinthians 10:11-13 



LEARNING FROM THE PAST 
• 1--UNQUESTIONING FAITH: ABRAHAM – Doing the difficult and unthinkable  

• 2--A RESOLUTE MIND: DANIEL – Facing  persecution 

• 3--RISING TO THE OCCASION: ESTHER – Risking own safety for  others 

• 4--PERSISTENT PRAYER, FAITHFUL COMMITMENT: HANNAH – Keeping difficult promises  

• 5--DOING  WHAT  YOU  CAN  WHERE  YOU  ARE:  JOSEPH  –  Putting  up  with injustice 

• 6--A DETERMINED SPIRIT: RUTH – Putting life in God’s hands 

• 7--THE SCARS OF FOOLISHNESS: SAMSON – Suffering consequences of one’s own actions  

• 8--BEAUTY WITH DISCRETION: VASHTI – Unwilling to compromise  morals 

• 9--A LIFE CHANGING ENCOUNTER: JACOB – Being transformed by the working of God  

• 10--A PEBBLE IN THE SHOE: HAMAN – Letting little things bother you 

• 11--LISTENING TO BAD ADVICE: REHOBOAM – Rejecting good counsel  

• 12--LOST VALUES: EASU – Living for the present only 

• 13--A POOR CHOICE: LOT  –  Judging by appearances 

• 14 – A PROPHET WHO COULD NOT SEE – ELIJAH  

• 15 – A MAN WHO CLEARLY SAW and TRUSTED - CALEB  

 



The Book of Esther – Rising To The Occasion 

Lesson Three: Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 

15:4  



Queen Esther 
1. Old Testament book of 10 Chapters 

2. Different from other OT books in that it 

shows God’s work/plan without direct 

contact with God, as in revelation by a 

prophet or judge. 

3. Has historical roots; people and political 

occurrences are factual and historical. 

4. Teaches us about the characteristics of 

God’s people: They are faithful, wise, 

humble and obedient. 

5. Doing God’s plan and will in our lives is 

never easy and is always met with 

opposition. 

6. Symbols of Christ and the Holy Spirit are 

found in the characters. 
 



Esther is Chosen Queen 1:1-2:18 

• Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, this 
is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto 
Ethiopia [Ancient Persian Empire], over a hundred 
and twenty seven provinces: That in those days, 
when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his 
kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, In the 
third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his 
princes and his servants; the power of Persia and 
Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, 
being before him:" 



King Ahasuerus or Xerxes 
• The story’s setting is when Israel 

was in captivity to Babylon.  

– The ruler of the Persian Empire 
is called Ahasuerus in the Bible 
and is historically known as 
Xerxes (486-465 B.C.) 

• The movie 300 is about this King? 

– Hollywood heard an earful from 
Persian and Iranian protesters 
about it… 

• Xerxes (Persian king) son of Darius 
Bible calls Ahaseerus., not wise as 
Darius, but foolish. 



• Xerxes ruled over 127 
provinces stretching from India 
to Cush {Etheopia): Ancient 
Persian Empire 

• At that time King Xerxes 
reigned from his royal throne in 
the citadel of Susa, 

• Easily swayed by his advisors., 
commanded Vashti when he 
was drunk then made a rash 
decision to get rid of her.  

 

King Ahasuerus or Xerxes 



Hadassah or Esther (*star*) 

• Esther was a descendent of 

Kish from the tribe of 

Benjamin and a relative of 

King Saul 

• A Jewish captive from 

Babylon; the cousin of 

Mordecai who raised her 

when her parents died. 

• Responded to an opportunity 

and excelled 



 Each of us must be 

ready to step forward 
when it is our day and 
our time in history to 

stand for truth and 
justice using whatever 
gifts and position God 

has given us not 
matter the cost. 



Esther 4:14 (NIV)  
14 For if you remain silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family 
will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?”  



Matthew 16:25 (NRSV)  
25 For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it.  



 John 15:13 (NRSV)  
13 No one has greater 
love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for 
one’s friends.  



Esther is Chosen Queen 1:1-2:18 
• The ladies that are 

called to replace queen 

Vashti undergo a 

yearlong Spa 

Treatment! 

• Esther showed an 

inner beauty which 

caught the attention of 

those around her, 

however: 

 



Esther’s Inner beauty 
• Now the young woman pleased him (the 

eunuch that was in charge of the women), and 
she obtained his favor; so he readily gave 
beauty preparations to her, besides her 
allowance. Then seven choice maidservants 
were provided for her from the king’s palace, 
and he moved her and her maidservants to the 
best place in the house of the women. 

•  Esther was wise…asked for advice: 15 Now 
when the turn came for Esther the daughter of 
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken 
her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she 
requested nothing but what Hegai the king’s 
eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. 
And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all 
who saw her. 



Esther’s Inner beauty 
•Esther had both inner 
beauty (conduct, spirit 
of humility and 
obedience (Esther 
2:10,20), wisdom2:15) 
and outer beauty 
(Esther 2:8-9) and 
1Pet 3:1-4 



Mordecai  
• A faithful and just person 
• A symbol of the Holy Spirit and you will see why as the story 

unfolds. 
• 2:19 When virgins were gathered together a second time, 

Mordecai sat within the king’s gate. 20 Now Esther had not 
revealed her family and her people, just as Mordecai had 
charged her, for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as 
when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, while 
Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, 
Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to 
lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 So the matter became known 
to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the 
king in Mordecai’s name. 23 And when an inquiry was made into 
the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a 
gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the 
presence of the king. 



Esther 2:7 (NIV)  
7 Mordecai had a cousin named 
Hadassah, whom he had brought up 
because she had neither father nor 
mother. This young woman, who was 
also known as Esther, had a lovely 
figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had 
taken her as his own daughter when 
her father and mother died.  



Esther 2:10 (NIV)  
10 Esther had not revealed 
her nationality and family 
background, because 
Mordecai had forbidden her 
to do so.  



Esther 3:6 (NIV)  
6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s 
people were, he scorned the idea of 
killing only Mordecai. Instead 
Haman looked for a way to destroy 
all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, 
throughout the whole kingdom of 
Xerxes.  



Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)  
5 Keep your lives free from the 
love of money and be content 
with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you.”  



The Jews in Peril  2:19-4:17 
• Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is 

a certain people scattered abroad and 
dispersed among the peoples in all the 
provinces of your kingdom; their laws are 
different from those of every other people, and 
they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is 
not for the king's profit to tolerate them." {Est 
3:8 RSV}  

• Haman casts lots (purim) to decide in which month 
to murder the Jews. Mordechai then declares the 
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the Hebrew month 
of Adar as days of rejoicing, as the feast of Purim.  



Esther 3:13 (NIV)  
13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to 
all the king’s provinces with the order 
to destroy, kill and annihilate all the 
Jews—young and old, women and 
children—on a single day, the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, the month of 
Adar, and to plunder their goods.  



Esther 3:14 (NIV)  
14 A copy of the text of the edict was to 
be issued as law in every province and 
made known to the people of every 
nationality so they would be ready for 
that day.  



Esther 3:15 (NIV)  
15 The couriers went out, spurred on by 
the king’s command, and the edict was 
issued in the citadel of Susa. The king 
and Haman sat down to drink, but the 
city of Susa was bewildered.  



Haman 
• One of the princes (kings advisors) who 

quickly gained more power and the king 
blindly trusted, since Haman was a people 
pleaser, tried to flatter the king every chance 
he got to gain his favor and therefore gain 
power. 

• Haman the Agagite was the descendant of 
King Agag of the Amalekites, who were nearly 
wiped out by Saul (Saul's reluctancy to do so 
cost him the throne of Israel in the eyes of 
God). The plot involves Haman's quest for 
revenge and Esther's redemption of Saul's 
mistake, saving the Jews from the last of the 
Amalekites and certain extinction.  Remember 
Esther is a descendent of Saul, and we’ll see 
how God uses her to complete what Saul 
didn’t.   



Haman 
• As you trace this man's ancestry back through Scripture you 

discover that an Agagite is an Amalekite, and Amalek was 
that race of people, descendants of Esau, against whom God 
had said he would make war forever. (Ex. 17:16)  

• King Saul had been ordered to completely eliminate this 
people, but in his folly he chose to spare Agag the king of 
the Amalekites and thus perpetuated this faithless force in 
Israel.  

• Throughout the whole of Scripture, this tribe of Amalekites 
represents the indwelling desire in our hearts that is 
continually opposed to all that God wants to do. 

• This is what the New Testament calls "the flesh," and 
whenever the Spirit of God begins to move to bless us, this 
thing rises up to oppose the Spirit and do all it can in its 
subtle, clever, crafty way to hinder the work of God. 



Haman and Mordecai 
•And all the king’s servants who were within the 

king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, 

for so the king had commanded concerning him. 

But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage 

 

•Esther 3:2 : Mordecai did not bow/pay homage, 

because it was a type of idolatry and because his 

origin is evil/comes from amalkites (symbol of 

satan),  

 

Mordecai represented TRUTH and did not 

Fear! 



The Jews in Peril  2:19-4:17  
• Then Mordecai sends a messenger named Hathach (by the way, 

that means the truth) 
• Mordecai’s command to Esther to advocate for her people: 4:8 
• Esther is hesitant at first:  The Danger Esther faced: 4:11 

– As a symbol of the Holy Spirit, Mordecai reminds Esther of 
what she needs to do: Mordecai reminds Esther that God will 
deliver His people either way and she has a choice to take a 
role in it, and told her maybe God has put you in Xerxes 
kingdom for at this time for this reason (4:13-14) 

• Serve the Lord to your utmost where He has you today, 
for He has called you to His kingdom for such a time as 
this (4:14). 

• Mordecai basically told Esther in 4:13-14 don’t forget your 
people, your place/role/responsibility and your God. 



Esther 4:13–14 (NIV)  
13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think 
that because you are in the king’s house 
you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For 
if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?”  



Matthew 16:25 (NRSV)  
25 For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it.  



 John 15:13 (NRSV)  
13 No one has greater 
love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for 
one’s friends.  



   And in those 
moments of truth, what 

are you going to do?  
Are you going to take a 

stand?  
Are you going to let 

God’s big picture 
purpose guide you? 



    Esther, you have 

been brought here to 
be part of God’s plan 
to sustain the Jewish 

people so that the 
Messiah can be born 

through that line, 
through the Jewish 

people.” 



Esther’s Response to her call 
• FASTING AND PRAYER 

• "Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 

Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and 

neither eat nor drink for three days, night 

or day. I and my maids will also fast as you 

do. Then I will go to the king, though it is 

against the law; and if I perish, I perish." - -

- Esther 4:16 

 



Esther 4:15–16 (NIV)  
15 Then Esther sent this reply to 
Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all 
the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for 
me. Do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my attendants will 
fast as you do. When this is done, I will 
go to the king, even though it is 
against the law. And if I perish, I 
perish.”  



Proverbs 31:30 (NIV)  
30 Charm is deceptive, 
and beauty is fleeting; 
but a woman who fears 
the LORD is to be praised.  



1 Peter 5:7 (NIV)  
7 Cast all your 
anxiety on him 
because he cares for 
you.  



Esther becomes a Christ-like figure in her 
submission, obedience and self sacrifice 

• Esther’s Plan: FASTING AND PRAYING: 4:16 She 
responds to God’s call in her life; even though it 
meant her position/her life. 

• Esther as a Type of Christ: submission: 2:20, 5:4, 
Esther Intercedes: 4;16 and puts her life on the line. 

• As a wise woman she chose her words carefully and 
chose the right timing: Ch. 5: 8 

• God was moving as a response to the fasting and 
prayer of his people (6;1-14):Remember Mordecai 
earlier saved the kings life. 2:21-23 



The Result of Prayer and Fasting: The 
Holy Spirit works 

• "After three days and nights" -- that certainly is significant, 
isn't it?  
– Three days and nights Jesus Christ lay in the grave on our behalf. 

dead for us.  

• On the third day Esther puts on her royal robes and stands in 
the inner courts of the king's palace opposite the king's hall, 
waiting in fear and uncertainty, hardly knowing what will 
happen when the king sees her.  
– But when he does, he sees her in the beauty of the resurrected life. 

"On the third day" she comes. on the day of resurrection, in power and 
glory, and his heart is captivated by her beauty.  

– He says to Queen Esther, "Ask anything you want. I will give it to you, 
up to half of my kingdom."  



Esther 7:3 (NIV)  
3 Then Queen Esther answered, 
“If I have found favor with you, 
Your Majesty, and if it pleases 
you, grant me my life—this is my 
petition. And spare my people—
this is my request.  



Esther 7:5 (NIV)  
5 King Xerxes asked 
Queen Esther, “Who is 
he? Where is he—the 
man who has dared to 
do such a thing?”  



Esther 7:6 (NIV)  
6 Esther said, “An adversary 
and enemy! This vile 
Haman!” Then Haman was 
terrified before the king 
and queen.  



 Esther 7:7 (NIV)  
7 The king got up in a rage, 
left his wine and went out into 
the palace garden. But 
Haman, realizing that the king 
had already decided his fate, 
stayed behind to beg Queen 
Esther for his life.  



 Esther 7:8 (NIV)  
8 Just as the king returned from the 
palace garden to the banquet hall, 
Haman was falling on the couch 
where Esther was reclining. The king 
exclaimed, “Will he even molest the 
queen while she is with me in the 
house?” As soon as the word left the 
king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s 
face.  



Esther had courage and faith 

•  1 Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and 
stood in the inner court of the king’s palace, across from the king’s house, 
while the king sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the 
entrance of the house.[a] 2 So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther 
standing in the court, that she found favor in his sight, and the king held out 
to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther went near 
and touched the top of the scepter. 
3 And the king said to her, “What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? It shall be given to you—up to half the kingdom!” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=19&chapter=5&version=50#fen-NKJV-12781a


And she had WISDOM: Timing is 
Everything 

•  
4 So Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, let the 
king and Haman come today to the banquet that I 
have prepared for him.”  
5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, that he 
may do as Esther has said.” So the king and Haman 
went to the banquet that Esther had prepared.  
6 At the banquet of wine the king said to Esther, 
“What is your petition? It shall be granted you. What 
is your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be 
done!”  
7 Then Esther answered and said, “My petition and 
request is this: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of 
the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition 
and fulfill my request, then let the king and Haman 
come to the banquet which I will prepare for them, 
and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” 

 

 



In the Meantime…the Holy Spirit is 

Working 
 

• God’s word is fulfilled: the wicked person falls in 
his own snare: 5:12-14 Psa 7: 14 Behold, the 
wicked brings forth iniquity; Yes, he conceives 
trouble and brings forth falsehood. 
 15 He made a pit and dug it out, And has fallen 
into the ditch which he made. 
 16 His trouble shall return upon his own head, 
And his violent dealing shall come down on his 
own crown.  

• And Proverbs 5:22 22 His own iniquities entrap 
the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords 
of his sin. 

• Ch.6:4-10….imagine the look on Haman’s face 
at that moment?!  

• 9:3-4 



Haman’s humiliation and death 5:1-7:10 
• Then we find a strange thing taking place.  

• Esther doesn't ask him for anything; she simply asks him to 
dinner the next day and says to bring Haman along.  
– What is the meaning of that?  

– I think there is nothing more significant than this: we never can 
second-guess the Holy Spirit in the way he will handle a situation.  

– We never know how he is going to work.  

– The apparently logical response would have been that Esther 
immediately say, "Look, you asked me to make a request. What I want 
is the head of Haman on a platter.“ 

– But she doesn't do that. Evidently in obedience to Mordecai's orders, 
she waits. And while she waits, we discover that something interesting 
happens: Haman is trapped by his own folly 



• So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther. 
2 And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the 
king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen 
Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 
request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!” 
3 Then Queen Esther answered and said, “If I have 
found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the 
king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my 
people at my request. 4 For we have been sold, my 
people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be 
annihilated. Had we been sold as male and female 
slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the 
enemy could never compensate for the king’s loss.”  
5 So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen 
Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who would dare 
presume in his heart to do such a thing?”  
6 And Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman!”  

Haman’s humiliation and death 5:1-7:10 



The Jews saved   8:1-9:17 
• God is the one who plans and avenges 

His way, our role is to listen and obey 
(fasting and prayer, obedience and 
faith). Ch. 7:3-10 

• Esther Saves the Jews (as a Type-
symbol of Christ) 8:5 (Esther is still 
wise in how she speaks to the king) *: 
14-17 

• As a result of Esther's intervention and 
influence, Persian Jews lived in Persia 
(modern Iran) for 2400 years thereafter 

• God gives position and favor not for 
personal gain but to further His 
purpose. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran


The Feast of Purim established  

9:18-10:3 
• The Feast of Purim: 

Ch.9: 20-28; a happy 

feast includes gift 

giving, celebrating, 

reading the book of 

Esther. Celebrated 

every year, a month 

before Passover. 



Doing God’s plan and will in our lives is never 
easy and is always met with opposition 

• Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws 
are different from those of every other people, and they 
do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not for the 
king's profit to tolerate them." {Est 3:8 RSV} 

• In other words, here is a people -- who obey a different life 
principle. Just as the spirit of man indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
is immediately subject to a different rule of living, a different 
way of thinking, a different demand, so these Jews are 
obeying a different principle. Because they are God's people. 



In this world but not of this world. 
• By refusing to bow to Haman, Mordecai 

asserted his faith that he only bows to God,  
this teaches us to be aware of the fact that 
pursuing holiness and not living like others 
around us may incur hatred and hostility of 
unbelievers.   

• The reward to those who serve and honor 
God and not man is Esther 8: 8-15 

• Opposition from culture around us: 3:8 



 Look for 
opportunities. 



Invite God into 
the process. 



Have the 
courage to 

speak up and 
stand up for 

Christ.  



The Uniqueness of the Book of 

Esther 
• The thing that makes this book so fascinating 

is that this is our story.  

• As we trace through the events of this book 
we can see how accurately it illustrates what 
is happening to us when God is at work in the 
human heart. 

• IF we trust God to work behind the scenes, 
righteousness will prevail. 


