
Lesson 3 : Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 15:4 
RISING TO THE OCCASION - ESTHER

Some General Information:
A. What does Esther name mean?:

1. Esther Hebrew name  (________________ meaning ______________). 
2. The Persian name of   (__________ meaning _______),
3. Her name in the Greek (___________meaning ______________)

II. Esther’s background:
A. Daughter of Abihail, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. 
B. Esther was a beautiful Jewish  maiden.
C. She was an orphan, and had been brought  up  by  her  cousin,  Mordecai, who had an office

in the household of Ahasuerus, king of Persia--supposed to be the Xerxes of history-and
dwelt at "Shushan, the  palace.

D. " When Vashti was dismissed from being queen, the king chose Esther to the  place, on 
account of  her beauty, not knowing her race or parentage.   

III. Ethical and Racial prejudices
A. On the representation of Haman, the Agagite, that the Jews scattered through his empire were

a pernicious race, he gave him full power and authority to kill them all. 
B. The means taken by Esther to avert this great calamity  from  her  people and her kindred are

fully related in the book of Esther. 
C. The Jews still commemorate this deliverance in the yearly Festival of Purim, on the 14th and

15th  of  Adar  (February, March).

IV. THE CHARACTERS FOUND IN THE BOOK
A. King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 1:1-2
B. Queen Vashti 1:19 (who was dethroned) 
C. Mordecai 2:5-6
D. Esther (Hadassah) 2:7,17
E. Who is obviously not mentioned in this book - but is ever present? ________________

V. THE OCCASION - from Smith's  Bible Dictionary
A. Mordecai, at the gate of the palace, hears about a plot to kill the king.  2:21
B. He informs Esther, who tells the king, identifying Mordecai as the informant. 2:22 Mordecai

refuses to bow to Haman. 3:1-4
C. Enraged, Haman seeks to exterminate all Jews.  3:6-9

VI. RISING TO THE OCCASION
A. Mordecai asks Esther to intercede.
B. A difficult request. 4:7-8,13-14
C. It could mean death (4:11), but she agrees. 4:15-16 
D. Esther succeeds in gaining a hearing before the king.
E. She invites the king and Haman to a banquet, but doesn't reveal her request. 5:4 

1. She plans a second banquet at which time she will divulge her request. 
2. 5:8 Haman is intoxicated with his good fortune, yet is outraged at Mordecai's

conduct. 5:9-14
F. The king, unable to sleep, is read the account of Mordecai the informant. 6:1-2 

1. He decides to reward Mordecai.  6:3
2. Haman, supposing he is the one to be honored, recommends a generous reward.

6:4-10
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3. Esther holds a second banquet for the king and Haman. 7:1
4. Esther reveals her identity and tells the fate of her people under the edict. 7:3-4 

a. She names Haman as the culprit.  7:6
5. Haman begging for his life, is thought to be assaulting Esther.

a. Haman hanged on his own gallows, which were prepared for Mordecai.

VII. RESULT  OF  HER ACTIONS
A. Mordecai is identified as relative of Esther and is promoted. 8:1-2
B. King Ahasuerus works with Esther to mitigate his edict (it couldn't be rescinded). 8:8 

1. Jews are allowed to defend themselves.  8:11
2. On the appointed day, with the help of officials, the Jews kill their enemies. 9:3 
3. The Feast of Purim is instituted to remember the occasion. 9:19,26-28

VIII. LESSONS CONCERNING ESTHER
A. When in a position to aid others, she risked her own life.
B. She was aware of the fate of Vashti.
C. She was aware of the consequences of entering the presence of the king uninvited.
D. She approached the king, at her peril, with a request.
E. She made a choice, "casting her lot with God's people." She devised a plan and carried it  out.
F. She used her intelligence to masterfully save her people.
G. She (and Mordecai) used their power to establish the memorial as law.

IX. LESSONS FOR US TODAY
A. We must not be naive: we're at odds with the forces of evil.
B. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the

devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness
in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:11-12

C. There are those who are outraged at our refusal to bow down to the gods of this world.
D. There are those who want to remove any vestige of God and His Son from the minds of the

people.
E. We must be willing to risk our well-being, if necessary. (4:16b) 

1. Ridicule, rebuff, rejection may be our lot.
2. Persecution may well be the outcome of standing up for Jesus.

a. Aquila and Priscilla risked their necks. Rom.16:3-4
b. The 12 Apostles, Paul, Silas, Timothy (Heb.13:23) were imprisoned.
c. Stephen and James were martyred. Acts 8,12 (Cf. Foxe's Book of Martyrs)

F. We must use our God-given intelligence in striving against those who are opposed to
Christianity and God's ways.
1. "Shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves." Matthew 10:16
2. "Sons of this age are more shrewd." Luke 16:8 
3. We must look out for the interests of others. Philippians 2:1-4

G. We must use our position in life to aid the cause of Christ in the furtherance of the gospel.
H. Each disciple has a unique situation in life.
I. We, like Esther, must rise to whatever occasion arises.

Outline For Thought:
I. In discussing the Book of Esther, we can see God in the shadows.

A. We see His providence at work throughout the book.
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B. We have reference made to this in 4:14 where Mordecai said, "...and who knoweth whether
thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

C. The author of this book is probably Mordecai.
1. The time referred to in the book is during the reign of King Ahasuerus  484 to 464

B.C.
2. The place was the Persian Empire, especially Shushan the palace.

D. Persia was a world-empire at that time ruling over 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia.
E. The word "God" is not used in the book at all, but His influence is greatly manifested

1. The principle characters of the book are; Esther, Mordecai, King Ahasuerus, and
Haman (not mentioned elsewhere in the Bible).

2. Esther, who's Hebrew name was Hadassah, meaning myrtle, was the orphaned
daughter of Abihail a Benjamite.

3. She was reared by her cousin Mordecai.
F. Mordecai was the son of Jair, and great grandson to Kish the Benjamite who was carried

away into Babylonian captivity along with Jeconiah King of Judah, over 100 years before this
time.  This was done by Nebuchadnezzar.

G. King Ahasuerus was the same as Xerxes I, Persian king from 484 to 464 B.C. Son of Darius
I, 521 to 484 B.C.

H. Haman was the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, he was a high prince in the king's court. 
Remember King Agag of the Amelekites?

II. CHAPTER ONE: ( this will be discussed in a future lesson)
A. A great feast is given in Shushan the palace for the Lords of the provinces of Persia.
B. The feast lasted 180 days, 6 months, and then there were 7 days feast for all the people.
C. The trimmings and decorations were very elaborate.
D. The king became drunken and called for the queen Vashti to come before him and the other

men present.
E. She refused to come.
F. She was banished from being queen.

III. CHAPTER TWO:
A. Virgins, fair and beautiful, were brought from all the provinces so that the king could choose

another queen.
B. Esther was among these virgins.
C. She did not let it be known that she was a Jew and that her forefathers had been brought into

that land as captives.
1. The reason for her refusal to let it be known is mentioned in 2:20, "Esther had not yet

made known her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai had charged her: for Esther did
the commandment of Mordecai, like as when she was brought up with him."

D. Esther was chosen, from all the others, to be queen.
E. Mordecai warns Esther of a plot against the king's life.

1. The plotters were caught and hanged.

IV. CHAPTER THREE:
A. Haman the Agagite was promoted to great authority.  Exo. 17:8-16; 1 Sam. 15:1-9
B. He received the homage of the people, they bowed down to him.

1. But Mordecai refused to bow down to him.
C. Haman was highly perturbed and made plans to destroy Mordecai along with all the other

Jews.
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D. He had lots cast to determine the best day to carry out his scheme.
1. The lot fell upon the 13th day of the 12th month.

E. Then he drew up a decree and got the king to sign it.
1. He sent the decree to all the provinces.

F. He promised the king 10,000 talents of silver for the privilege of destroying the Jews.
G. The general massacre was to take place on the 13th day of the 12th month, 472B.C.

1. Esther had become queen about 478 B.C.

V. CHAPTER FOUR:
A. Mordecai found out about the massacre and rent his clothes and put on sackcloth with ashes.
B. Esther's maids told her of Mordecai's mourning, she sent to him to find out the reason.
C. Mordecai made the reply as found in 4:13,14.
D. Esther's answer is found in 4:16.

VI. CHAPTER FIVE:
A. Esther stood before the king and was accepted of him.
B. She invited the king and Haman to a banquet.
C. When at the banquet the king asked her wishes, even to the half of the kingdom, Esther

invited them to another banquet for the next day at which time she would make known her
request.

D. This really boosted Haman's ego.  He actually thought a lot of himself anyway.
E. But, when he came out of the banquet hall and saw Mordecai, that despised Jew who refused

to bow down before him, it took away all the joy of his honored position and anticipation of
the banquet on the morrow.

F. He went home pouting about Mordecai's seeming insolence before him.  His wife and friends
told him to build a gallows and hang Mordecai on it.
1. He thought that a good idea and built a gallows 75 feet high.

VII. CHAPTER SIX:
A. But God was in the shadows.
B. That night the king could not sleep, and so he called for his record of chronicles.
C. He read of the saving of his life by Mordecai.
D. He asked his officials what honor had been bestowed upon Mordecai for this?

1. The reply was, None.
E. At this time Haman entered the court seeking permission to hang Mordecai.
F. The king asked Haman what should be done unto the man whom the king delighted to honor?
G. Haman, thinking that the king meant him, called for many great honors to be bestowed upon

such a man.
H. So the king told Haman to do so to Mordecai.

1. Undoubtedly the honoring of this despised Jew Mordecai was mortifying to Haman.
I. Haman hastened to his house in mourning and covered his head.

VIII. CHAPTER SEVEN:
A. The king and Haman were attending Esther's second feast.
B. Esther told the king of the plot against her people and requested they be saved.
C. The king asked who had done this thing?
D. Esther said, "An adversary and an enemy, even this wicked Haman."
E. The king was wroth and arose and left the room.
F. Haman pled with Esther for his life even to falling upon the couch where she was.
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G. The king came back into the room, and misunderstanding the action of Haman, ordered
Haman arrested and hanged upon the gallows that were prepared for Mordecai.

IX. CHAPTER EIGHT:
A. The king gave Esther Haman's house and Esther put Mordecai over it.
B. Esther asked the king to reverse the decree for destroying her people.
C. But the king said that a sealed decree could not be reversed.
D. But he told Mordecai to draw up a decree to counteract the first one and he would seal it.
E. In the decree, Mordecai instructed the Jews in all of the 127 provinces to defend themselves

against all that might do them harm.
F. This decree brought light, gladness, joy and honor into the life of the Jews.

X. CHAPTER NINE:
A. The 13th day of the 12th month finally arrived.
B. The fear of the Jews was upon all the people.
C. The fame of Mordecai had gone out into all the provinces and he waxed greater and greater.
D. The Jews slew 800 men in Shushan the palace.  Including all of Haman's family.
E. They slew 75,000 in the other provinces.
F. They were victorious over those that hated them.
G. They rejoiced on the 14th and 15th days of the month and Mordecai declared these days to

be celebrated annually.
H. These days were called days of Purim.

1. The days of Purim were to be celebrated throughout every generation.

XI. CHAPTER TEN:
A. Mordecai became next to the king in power.
B. He was accepted of all his brethren.
C. He sought the good of his people.

XII. CONCLUSION:  
A. Truly God was in the shadows and raised up Esther "for such a time as this."
B. Are you willing to let God be in the shadows and direct your life through His Word?
C. He is the Potter, won't you be pliable clay in the Master's hands?

Questions Regarding....
1. How might we today face the very same things that the Jews faced during the time of Esther?

2.What are three things that you find as encouragement and strength from the book of Esther?
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